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Weather summary

Major storm alert with high winds 
and heavy snow through Saturday, 
calm and cold next week.

Full forecast page 3
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

Have you seen this child? We took a 
couple hundred holiday photos. One 
featuring yours might even be in focus.
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BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net

 Season's fleeings Hark the heretic angel Culture change A warming picture
Kids get fun, 
not food, in 
annual grants
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She'd lose 
those wings in 
Svalbard
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It's a cold day 
in hell for web 
trolls
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See PARIS, page 8

Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees
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The guy also known as Gandalf, left, goes on a maniac manhunt in "Fortitude." At right, 'Sval and Bard' raise a toast for the ages after burning their tent. Norway PM: We still love oil, but coal the real demon in wake of climate summit

Witness to a 
burial? Svea to 
open to tourists for 
first time in 
January.
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The next issue 
of Icepeople 
will be Dec. 29 
(or dated then)

After watching 'Fortitude' is it any wonder 'Sval and Bard' are among this year's biggest bumblers?

CHILLINGLY CLUELESS
See ODDITIES, page 5

SVALBARD'S 10 STRANGEST STORIES OF 2015

STORM ALERT

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Which is stranger: a year where parasitic 
wasps went on a killing spree or the year that 
actually happened? Yeah, we're not sure either.

All we know is both versions of Svalbard 
will be back – and probably even stranger – 
next year.

This year's strangeness was obviously no 
laughing matter much of the time thanks to the 

deepening of the coal mining crisis that may 
result in a quarter of our residents departing by 
next summer. But since such somber happen-
ings will obviously be part of the "10 biggest 

CHILLINGLY CLUELESS
COURTESY OF KAIROSTUDIO

160+ km/h winds, massive snow starting Thursday may be 'worst storm the archipelago has ever seen'
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A storm expected to bring hurricane-force 
winds and heavy snow to Svalbard between 
Thursday night and midday Sunday, with the 
most intense conditions between midday Friday 
and Saturday, may be the area's most severe in 
recorded history, according to the Norwegian 
Meteorological Institute.

Winds reaching speeds of more than 160 

kilometers an hour are forecast in exposed ar-
eas, with more than 30 millimeters of snow 
forecast for Longyearbyen, according to a 
storm alert issued by the weather service.

"We encourage people to be outdoors only 
for necessary errands," a statement issued by 
the city notes. "We ask you to secure loose ob-
jects that are stored outdoors, such as bicycles, 
snowmobile covers, skis, firewood, grills, etc.," 

See WARNING, page 8

NORWEGIAN METEOROLOGICAL INSTITUTE
A storm alert indicates hurricane-force winds will 
hit the west coast of Spitsbergen on Saturday.

BREAKING: Government OKs double shifts at Mine 7, funds to maintain Lunckefjell. Page 4
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Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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to express your wrath
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Nearly every time we mention reader com-
ments in this space it's to ridicule a disturbingly 
large population eager to demonstrate 
humanity's lesser qualities. So it's nice, espe-
cially during the holidays, to be able to note 
this week's freakish forum belongs to a long 
National Geographic feature about the six-
month sea ice expedition aboard the Lance 
earlier year (tinyurl.com/zlkdrgz). The content 
may be familiar to those who followed the ex-
pedition, but the photos are what make it worth 
revisiting (alas, none are here since even we 
maintain some pretense of obeying copyright 
laws). But as for the comments section after the 
article has been online for several days? Two: 
"Very informative" and "nicely written, very 
informative, and excellent photos - especially 
the title photo! It must have been a real privi-
lege to take part in such an expedition." There's 
plenty of times we've read forums with 200 
comments and not seen two that reasonable … 
meanwhile, getting back to goofball com-
ments, our favorite Russian intruder, 
Deputy Prime Minister Dmity Rogozin is in 
the news again for suggesting his country 
should run its shipping vessels through the 
Arctic year-round – and is calling on China 

for help, according to the TASS news agency. 
He calls the Northern Shipping Route a new 
"cold Silk Road" and is planning to increase 
shipments twentyfold during the next 15 years. 
Yet at the same time Russia just issued a rec-
ommendation saying all state officials should 
cease all foreign travel for at least six months 
due to various tensions the country's actions are 
causing according to The Independent Barents 
Observer (tinyurl.com/zs4lthg). Among the 
handful of countries particularly singled out in 
the article? No, we didn't think we needed to 
actually say it.

climate kooks
tinyurl.com/oemjl7e

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

Don't let the cute fool you – they're trolling us

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE
Polargospel sings the Norwegian version of the traditional Saint Lucy's Day song Sunday at 
Svalbard Church. A beyond seating capacity crowd at the church celebrated the holiday – by 
legend the longest night of the year where spirits, gnomes and trolls begin roaming the Earth until 
Christmas – with a concert by various individuals and ensembles.

NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
Go ahead, mock climate scientists: Just as 
long as you can stay under longer than them.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Clear. SW winds winds to 22 
km/h. High -13C (-18C wind 
chill), low -17C (-22C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Partly cloudy. NW winds to 58 
km/h. High -12C (-21C wind 
chill), low -17C (-22C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Cloudy. SW winds to 79 km/h. 
High -5C (-15C wind chill), low 
-6C (-16C wind chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -7C (-16C), -14C (-21C), light 0:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, -13C (-19C), -15C (-21C), light 
0:00h; Tuesday, p. cloudy, -15C, (-20C), -17C (-22C), light 0:00h; Wednesday,  cloudy, -8C (-14C), -16C (-22C), light 0:00h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. Variable W to 72 km/h. 
High -6C (-16C wind chill), low 
-12C (-21C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Fire at power plant nearly 
turns into another disaster 

A fire at Longyearbyen's power plant, 
similar to one that caused major damage in 
December of 2012, ignited Saturday morning 
but was detected and extinguished before it 
could spread, according to Longyearbyen Fire 
Department Master Geir Hekne. The fire at 
9:45 a.m. started in insulation material behind 
a metal panel in the electrical room of the 
plant and threatened to quickly spread upward 
to the roof. Employees were able to quickly 
cut through the panel and used power extin-
guisher on the flames. Firefighters remained 
at the plant for 24 hours afterward to ensure 
the fire didn't reignite.

Water cut off for many due to 
leak, accident on Saturday

Residents of Gruvedalen were without 
water for much of Saturday due to a leak in a 
water main. LNS Spitsbergen, performing the 
repairs throughout the day until about 10 p.m. 
was forced to turn off all water service in the 
area to complete the work. Water was also out 
at Mary-Ann's Polarrigg and several nearby 
residents due to an accident while work on the 
central heating system was being performed. 
Einar Olsen, a city engineer, said work at 
Gruvedalen took priority because it was 
easier, since repairs affecting Mary-Ann's re-
quired thawing frozen ground to access the 
pipes. Water for cut-off residents was avail-
able at the fire department.

Another 'bear attacks man in 
cage' TV show investigated

A Discover Channel show where the pre-
senter sought to "come face to face with the 
planet's largest predator" may have violated 
the Svalbard Environmental Protection Act, 
according to The Governor of Svalbard. The 
premier of the series "Predators Up Close" 
featured Navy Seal soldier Joel Lambert in a 
specially designed cage on the sea ice north of 
Spitsbergen, where he waited for a polar bear 
to approach. Discovery Channel officials state 
Lambert was outside Norwegian waters at the 
time, but the matter is being investigated by 
the governor. A similar incident in 2013 re-
sulted in a 50,000-kroner fine.

Camp Svalbard youths paddle in the waters near Longyearbyen this sumer. The group received 
200,000 kroner in Korkpenger grants for its summer and winter programs during the coming year.

Korking good time
Kids' recreation, musicians get 
giant culture grants‚ kids' lunches 
and miner memorials get nixed

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

THOMAS PINDARD

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Nourishing kids' hearts and minds was in, 
but not their stomachs. Having fun on 
Svalbard's soil remains huge, but not projects 
focusing on mining or growing things in it.

A total of 2.9 million kroner was awarded 
to 40 projects by the city of Longyearbyen in 
this year's Korkpenger grants. The grants, pro-
vided for cultural and recreational projects, are 
funded by a portion of the profits from local al-
cohol sales. 

(Full disclosure: Icepeople, which has re-
ceived grants of 40,000 to 50,000 kroner for the 
past six years, requested 70,000 kroner this 
year to help cover printing costs. The commit-
tee approved a 50,000 kroner grant, up from the 
recommended allocation of 40,000.)

Svalbard Turn, as usual, received the 
largest allocation, with 700,000 kroner provid-
ed for its various recreational activities and an-
other 100,000 kroner for a new snowcat. The 
organization requested 1.28 million and 
300,000 kroner for those items, respectively.

Longyearbyen youths, who represent a 
large portion of Svalbard Turn's participants, 

received large amounts for numerous other pro-
grams including 200,000 for Camp Svalbard, 
115,000 for school and kindergarten trips and 
other recreation, and 90,000 for Sirkus Svalnar-
do.

Longyearbyen's two biggest music festivals 
– Polarjazz and Dark Season Blues – each re-
ceived 150,000 kroner. The jazz festival grant 
is modestly less than the 200,000 kroner 
sought, but the larger and more popular blues 
festival took a bigger hit to its 395,000 kroner 
request.

The city's cultural and leisure activities 
committee approved different amounts for 12 
projects, in addition to Icepeople, than what 
was recommended in a report submitted by the 
city manager. Among the largest adjustments 
were 50,000 kroner (up from zero) for the To-
takteren snowmobile and boat association,  and 
a rejection of 50,000 kroner recommended for a 
Store Norske memorial dedicated to miners 
killed on the job.

Eight proposed projects received no fund-
ing, including a 200,000 kroner request for a 
meal program at Longyearbyen School, 
290,000 kroner for Sons of Svalbard to produce 
a snowmobile film and 212,000 for Polar Per-
maculture's locally-sourced greenhouse food 
project. 
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

TROND VIKEN / MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

A "Climate Angels" 
protester joins others in 

the streets of Paris 
during the United 

Nations climate summit 
calling for an end to 
coal mining. Norway 

was criticized by 
environmentalists 

during the summit for 
continuing to support 

oil and gas exploration 
in the Arctic, as well as 

for continuing to 
support coal mining in 

Svalbard despite 
seeking a reduction or 

halt to it elsewhere. 
The Conservative-led 
government approved 

900 million kroner in 
two bailout packages 

for Store Norske during 
2015 to keep at least 

operations going. 
SCANPIX

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

By stalling until after the Paris climate 
summit, Norway's government might be able to 
use Svalbard to send a message it's ready to do 
its part to stop an industry now "hated like 
slave traders."

Norway got decidedly mixed reviews for 
its pledges at the summit, with many analysts 
noting the country remains committed to Arctic 
oil and gas activity. But Prime Minister Erna 
Solberg said she coal believes coal is the real 
evil that needs to be addressed since Norwegian 
gas can be part of the solution in bringing down 
emissions from Europe ahead of 2030. 

"We will change some things in all parts of 
the Norwegian economy in order to meet the 
ambitious goals that we have set in the parlia-
ment," she said during a presentation at the 
two-week summit that ended Sunday. "But this 
does not mean that there won't be a need for 
both oil and gas in the coming decades."

Brian Ricketts, the head of the lobbying 
group Euracoal, made the "slave traders" refer-

ence and suggested the embrace of petroleum  
by many leaders is based on the United Nation 
"brainwashing" that's factually inaccurate.

But Øyvind Korsberg, a Progress Party 
leader, told NRK the agreement reached at the 
summit doesn't bode well for Store Norske's 
coal mining future. The company is requesting 

285 million kroner to maintain its two major 
mines for the next three years.

"We must take into account the entire Sval-
bard community and the switchover that must 
be done there," Korsberg said. "And the new 
climate agreement simply does not strengthen 
continued coal mining."  

Parliament approved a 500 million kroner 
bailout package earlier this year, in the form of 
loans and acquiring all of Store Norske's prop-
erty, to keep the company out of bankruptcy 
and supposedly in operation through 2016.

"Had Store Norske been on the mainland, 
the government would probably not have come 
to provide such support, Korsberg said. "But 
given what the company is doing and where it 
is an important cornerstone in the Svalbard 
community, one has to think carefully about 
what to do in the future."

Will Paris kill coal?
Norway's PM still embraces oil 
and gas in the Arctic, but not 
mining, after UN climate summit

BREAKING: Gov't OKs Store Norske 'pause'

The Norwegian government is recom-
mending spending about 400 million kroner 
so Store Norske can maintain inoperative fa-
cilities at its largest mines during the next 
three years and employ a double shift at Mine 
7, according to a press release issued this 
week.

"The purpose of the operational pause is 
to give the community a little longer time to 
build up new industries," said Norwegian 
Minister of Trade and Industry Monica Mæl-
and in the release issued Thursday (Dec. 17). 
"At the same time we maintain the ability to 

start up again if the market picks up. 
 The proposal, which must be approved 

by Parliament next spring, would provide 110 
million kroner in 2016 to maintain the mines 
and infrastructure at Svea and Lunckefjell, 
more than the 95 million kroner a year Store 
Norske requested. An additional 145 million 
kroner is projected annually in 2017 and 2018.

The double shifts at Mine 7 mean the 
company will retain about 100 employees, 
down from about 400 in 2012, but well above 
a worst-case scenario of less than 30 reported 
earlier this month. Downsizing and a halt of 
operations at Svea will continue through next 
summer.

400M kr. to maintain Lunckefjell 
and Svea for next three years, 
double shifts at Mine 7 in plan

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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EXCAVATE from page 1

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Blacklist blunders

JON AARS / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
A bowhead whale spotted recently in the Barents 
Sea is, like most of the whale species in the area, 
on Norway's red list of threatened animals.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Their pictures were widely featured 
alongside top world leaders, celebrities like 
Sean Penn, and impoverished third-world 
residents affected by climate-related floods 
and drought. Their words – not so much.

Four Norwegian teenagers who spent 
about a month on expeditions in Svalbard 
and to the North Pole this spring appeared in 
plenty of newspaper, television and website 
coverage of the UN climate summit in Paris 
following their presentation of the trip. But 
their tales of the dangers they faced due to 
climate change and calls for action, while 
well-covered by the Norwegian media, were 
virtually ignored by the outside world.

Still, their audience during their "side 
event" presentation Saturday included the 
summit's most important leaders – including 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and 
French French Foreign Minister and summit 
host  Laurent Fabius – and the teens weren't 
shy about demonstrating they weren't there 
to be patronized or talked down to.

"You will do something about the 
climate," Johanne Jerijærvi, 14, said 
challengingly to the audience. "You must put 
away your coffee cups and stop talking about 
it. Something must be done with the climate 
before it is too late. It is we who are the 
future, not you."

ODDITIES, from page 1

SVALBARD'S 10 STRANGEST STORIES OF 2015

stories" list in the final issue of the year, here – 
in roughly chronological order – is our annual 
"Svalbard's 10 strangest stories" that mostly of-
fer a much lighter look at the archipelago dur-
ing these dark times:

'Fortitude' proves bugs are more deadly 
than polar bears and Doomsday Vault 
zombies

"Perched on the edge of the Arctic Circle, 
Fortitude is one of the safest towns on earth. 
There has never been a violent crime here. Un-
til now." That synopsis, along with a macho 
promo photo of Gandalf toting a rifle along the 
shoreline, was enough to know this 12-episode 
TV series would offer plenty of fodder for lo-
cals when it debuted in January, even if critics 
and viewers elsewhere loved it. Sure enough, 
just seeing trees and the police hand their rifle 
to clueless hikers in the opening episode made 
us wonder if the producers did most of their re-
search at Karlsberger Pub. Not to mention 
goofs others caught, such as "there is no day-
light at all for several months around 
Christmas." As for the culprits of the killings…
well, we've already done that spoiler. But in our 
typical clueless pundit fashion, we'll predict 
aliens end up being part of season two.

Future imperfect: A robot riding the 
rails in a personless Pyramiden

Then there's the version of Svalbard where 
Pyramiden is occupied by a lone inhabitant: a 
robot on a roller coaster. The gizmo would be a 
24/7/365 worker doing things like broadcasting 
live video feeds of polar bears to the world. 
Strange as it sounds, that's the best concept for 

the settlement's future out of 2,700 submitted 
by architectural students in a February contest 
challenging them to come up with a four-page 
illustrated flier in five days. The winning 
project, according to the two students submit-
ting it, was inspired by Soviet-era propaganda 
in which "increasingly efficient work was por-
trayed as the means of deliverance."

'Blackout dates' get new meaning with 
the rush for rooms during the eclipse

History's full of boom-and-bust specula-
tors: tulip bulbs during the 1600s, bird poop 
during the 1800s, internet stocks, etc. 
Longyearbyen got its chance with housing and 
room rentals during the March 20 total solar 
eclipse. All of the major hotels sold out years in 
advance and major tour companies arranged for 
blocks of large tent spaces well beforehand, 
leaving indie travelers at the mercy of locals 
renting their apartments, cabins and rooms. Not 
that "mercy" is the right word, since some local 
homeowners ended up raking in more than 
20,000 kroner a night from TV crews and oth-
ers who had to book a space no matter what. 
But others willing to wait to until literally the 
last second – despite government warnings not 
to come without a reservation – could find rela-
tively great deals upon arrival at the airport 
from panicked locals realizing they'd missed 
the mother lode. Not to mention Barentsburg, 
which staggeringly few tourists knew about, 
was offering its regular (and incredibly cheap) 
rates in its refurbished hotel and new hostel.

Svalbard takes lead in calling for
climate change action – by others

Our local priest is no stranger to controver-

sy – as a furor about his call this year for a boy-
cott of all Israeli products showed – but one of 
the stranger moments even for a guy who's ap-
peared fully nude in his own book had to be a 
hillside Climate Mass in June. Standing next to 
an old mining trestle and a short distance from 
the coal-fired power plant, Leif Magne Helge-
sen offered prayers for both action by world 
leaders to combat climate change and for coal 
mining to continue in Svalbard. "Some coal 
mining in a valley in Svalbard is not going to 
affect climate," he said afterward. Not that he 
was alone in the hypocrisy, locally or 
nationally. The Norwegian government voted 
to rid its oil wealth fund of all coal-related 
holdings, yet during the year ended up approv-
ing nearly a billion kroner in assistance to keep 
Store Norske alive in some form.

A bunch of white locals say there's no 
need for a 'niggardy' debate

Kudos to The Local Paper of Racebaiting 
for sparking a debate with few grey areas. Sval-
bardposten noted in July that three locations in 
the southern part of the archipelago have names 
starting with the Norwegian equivalent of "ne-
gro" (or the even more pejorative "n" word, ac-
cording to some). The head of the Norwegian 
Polar Institute's naming committee – yes. 
there's such a thing – said there were no plans 
to discuss renaming the locations, although ob-
viously they'd have to discuss the issue if some-
one filed a formal complaint. Didn't happen: an 
internet poll by newspaper resulted in a 92-4 
vote against changing the names and a lot of 
"why the hell did you write about this" snark. 
Of course, the enormous reaction, which spread 

See ODDITIES, page 6

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen leads a Climate Mass with a decorative backdrop of pollution from Longyearbyen's power planet in June.
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The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

 IMPATIENT, from page 1

The infamous rubbish hut, left, spends its final days stripped of its decorate debris on a beach in Longyearbyen in late October. At right, a human apparently 
allowed by the machines into Pyramiden observers the settlement's lone inhabitant – a robot on a roller coaster – in what architects see as an ideal future.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

ODDITIES, from page 5
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's not exactly an answer, 
but anyone still clinging to the 
hope the government will help 

SVALBARD'S 10 STRANGEST STORIES OF 2015

nationwide, pretty much speaks for itself.

Russia leaves Norway with a bear of a 
counting problem

The first full census of the area's polar 
bears in 14 years would probably be on our 
"other" list had it happened, but the Russians – 
for reasons never made all that clear – decided 
at the last minute not to authorize the long-
planned count on its side of the border. So Nor-
wegian scientists did their best to count the ani-
mals on this side in July and August – except 
that went badly astray as well due to horrible 
weather that blocked views and access.

'Rod Stewart' becomes a celebrity
cabbie in Longyearbyen

Locals and visitors alike started doing the 
whisper-and-point thing en masse in July in the 
firm belief that Rod Stewart had moved to 

Longyearbyen and taken a job as a taxi driver. 
Turns out Nils Engen, 65, has been constantly 
mistaken for the singer since changing his hair 
style 20 years ago and, while he often gets re-
quest from customers to perform the legend's 
songs, "it is difficult to imitate the voice of Rod 
Stewart. I have to take some nips of whiskey to 
do it." Not good if you're behind the wheel.

Two totally opposite political parties 
suggest Svalbard sanctuary for Syrians

Not to do the liberal MSM thing, but we're 
not exactly going out on a limb by saying only 
one of the political parties had the interests of 
people fleeing their war-torn homeland at heart. 
The anti-immigrant Progress Party first sug-
gested sending the thousands of refugees Nor-
way is scheduled to accept during the next two 
years to a camp in Svalbard, arguing there's no 
room on the mainland for them. Then the Green 
Party joined the cause for very different 

reasons, stating "our values and ethical stan-
dards are being put to the test" – and, by the 
way, a refugee center would provide more envi-
ronmentally responsible jobs than coal mining. 
Either way, it's not going to happen since Sval-
bard, aside from being a rather cold place to 
camp in the dark season, lacks the legal, medi-
cal and other basic need of many refugees.

'Sval and Bard'
Geeze we hate self important public-ser-

vice campaigns. Seriously. The more noise they 
make, the less worthy of coverage they tend to 
be. And it's likely we gave more space to these 
two claymation clods than any other campaign 
in 2015 because...the concept is utter comic 
brilliance. These ten short videos showing the 
consequences of Sval and Bard violating all of 
the "common sense" rules of exploring Sval-
bard may be mostly amusing to locals and 
YouTube fans for now. But it would be inter-
esting (and probably impossible) to see how 
many clueless tourists see the videos at the air-
port or a gift shop next year and end up not do-
ing something totally idiotic (this year's con-
tenders included a guy carrying a frying pan as 
polar bear protection and lots of folks taking a 
wee in outdoor public places in town) as a result. 

Longyearbyen's trashiest house finally 
wins over the haters, only to be scraped

"The infamous rubbish hut." We're going 
to really miss writing those words, which we 
got to do frequently since August of last year 
when Solveig Egeland and some volunteers 
built the tepee-like structure on the beach next 
to the Svalbard Sailing Club. Consisting almost 
entirely of debris collected from a cleanup 
cruise along the north coast of Spitsbergen, the 
hut was immensely provocative from the start. 
Critics wondered why a bunch of environmen-
tal protection funds were being spent on a ugly 
piece of "art-" One guy glimpsing it via a web-
cam claimed it was proof UFOs were in Sval-
bard. And then this October – soon after its 
harshest critics had given their hearts to the 
shack kids kept playing in and on – it was torn 
town at Egeland's insistence since the project 
was meant to be temporary.

The fact we're just getting to this now says a lot about thecstra-
bgeness of life in Svalbard...

COURTESY OF 120HOURS.NO
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So…is it good for you?
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The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

 IMPATIENT, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Having just two guys try to lift a Christmas tree into a pipe at Mary Anne's Polarriggen, top left, didn't work out because the icy was too slippery to walk 
forward steadily as they tried to lift the tree. Nor did having a third employee, Kinga Roszkowska, top right join them and try to fit the tree into the the stand 
as the men lifted it. So the trio braced the tree against a van, bottom left, with Stefan Baldursson and Adrian Rodriguez lifting it up as Roszkowska tried to 
guide it in. They were finally successful, bottom right, although several branches ended up left on the ground and many still on the tree were damaged.

MERRIMENT, from page 1
after a short rest, as lights and decorations were 
hung, finally adding a bit more brightness to a 
town now in the full dark grip of the polar 
night.

The lighting of the tree, only a couple hun-
dred meters from what's supposedly the world's 
largest Santa's mailbox, occurred about a week 
before holiday events swing in full gear until 
well into January. Among those occurring in 

the coming days: 
• Holiday treats at Kulturhuset this Satur-

day and Sunday. Similar buffets and feasts are 
being frequently hosted by other eateries 
throughout the season.

• A Christmas market in the Longyearbyen 
Arts and Crafts Center, on the second floor at 
Galleri Svalbard beginning at 10 a.m. Nov. 28, 
featuring works by local residents. There will 
also be children's films and activities.

• A "Christmas Mile" race in the center of 
Longyearbyen at 1 p.m. Nov. 28, beginning 
outside Svalbardbutikken.

• First Sunday of Advent activities begin 
with a mass at 11 a.m. Nov. 29 at Svalbard 
Church. A Christmas feast will be served at 
Huset at 1 p.m. The traditional torchlight 
march from Huset to the center of Longyear-
byen, with a stop at the base of Mine 2B so 
children can drop letters off for Santa at his 
mailbox, begins at 3 p.m. The march will be 
followed by the lighting of the town Christmas 
tree and the traditional circular dance, plus an 
outdoor market, bonfire, stories and music. A 
children's story reading will follow at 4:30 p.m. 
at Longyearbyen Library.

• The annual Telenor holiday concert, at 
7:30 p.m. Dec. 3 at Kulturhuset, featuring an 
instrumental and choral ensemble of 10 visiting 
musicians. 

See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper this week?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of 
mutual affection, we're hoping you might make a "token" contribution when you 
pick up he newspaper (which costs 10 kroner just to print each copy" or a one-
time donation of any amount at icepeople.net

If you haven't visited the 
new icepeople.net yet, 
you're missing lots of rants 
and other online exclusives

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 
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Dec. 15
7 p.m.: Evening Mass, fireplace social 
and decorating of Christmas tree. 
Svalbard Church.
Dec. 16
6 p.m.: Movie: "Stars Wars – The Force 
Awakens" (3D), U.S. action/fantasy, no 
age limit specified. Kulturhuset
Dec. 17
7 p.m.: Movie: "It's a Wonderful Life," 
U.S. drama, all ages, Kulturhuset.
Dec. 19
3 p.m.: Live broadcast: "The Nutcracker" 
by the Royal Swedish Opera in 
Stockholm. Kulturhuset.
Dec. 20
5 p.m.: Movie: "Etterskjlv," Swedish 
drama, ages 12 and up. Kulthurhuset.
7 and 9:30 p.m.: Movie: "Stars Wars – 
The Force Awakens," U.S. action/fantasy, 
no age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
Dec. 23
6 p.m.: Movie: "Søsken til Evig Tid: 
Amerikareisa," Norwegian documentary, 
all ages. Kulturhuset.
Dec. 24
2 and 4 p.m.: Christmas Eve Mass. 
Svalbard Church.
Dec. 25
Noon: Christmas Mass. Svalbard Church.
Dec. 26
5 p.m.: Movie: "Solan og Ludvig - Herfra 
til Flåklypa," Norwegian animated/
children's movie, all ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "En Mann ved Navn Ove," 
Swedish comedy, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Dec. 29
5 p.m.: Christmas tree festival. Svalbard 
Church.
Dec. 30
6 p.m.: Movie: "Solan og Ludvig - Herfra 
til Flåklypa," Norwegian animated/
children's movie, all ages. Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Arctic air temps reach 115-year high
● Norway rejects refugee kids on bikes
● Russian missile accidentally hits homes
● Want ad: Norway seeking Russia spy

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

Hurricane may hit Friday

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Wind and visibility levels remain manageable at midmorning Friday (Dec. 18) in the center of 
Longyearbyen, but flights to the mainland were canceled. Extra flights are planned on Saturday.
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WARNING, from page 1
the statement notes. "If there is a failure of in-
frastructure such as electricity, water or heat 
we keep you updated on the Longyearbyen 
municipal government's website and Facebook 
page."

The marina in Longyearbyen is "the most 
vulnerable area, so it is very important that 
those who have boats here secure them," said  
Geir Bøyum, a meteorologist for the weather 
service, in an interview with Nordlys.

The high winds will hit both Longyear-
byen and Ny-Ålesund, along with other por-
tions of the west Spitsbergen coast.

"They will be right up against the 
strongest that there have been in Svalbard, at 
least as long as we have had measurements," 
Boyum told Nordlys.

Winds are expected to increase in speed 
beginning Thursday afternoon and reach gale 
strength early Friday morning, according to 

the weather service. Snow is forecast beginning 
late Thursday night, turning heavy at midday 
Friday.

Gale-strength winds will continue through-
out Friday, with peak hurricane-strength winds 
forecast Friday evening through midday Satur-
day. Snowfall will also be at its heaviest during 
that period.

Winds are expected to rapidly diminish af-
ter midday Saturday, although light to moderate 
snow is forecast through Monday.

Temperatures, which reached nearly minus 
20 degrees Celsius early this week, are expect-
ed to rise to just below freezing during the peak 
of the storm. 

The forecast for next week, including 
Christmas, is for mostly cloudy skies and mild 
winds, with temperatures between minus 10 
and minus 15 degrees Celsius.


