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Have you seen this child? We took a 
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featuring yours might even be in focus.
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Weather summary
Mostly cloudy and windy with 
occasional snow; temperatures cold 
throughout next week.

Full forecast page 3
BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net

 Can't top these kids Hack to the future Mind meld Polar paparazzi
Should Tromsø 
university take 
over UNIS?

Page 3

We travel 
ahead in time 
for Christmas

Page 4

Tabloid revels 
in more naked 
Arctic action

Page 2

See MASSIVE, page 8

Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees

Page 4

Po Lin Lee, above, reads a giant handmade Christmas card to Santa left in the "world's largest" mailbox 
she had built for him, right. Lee estimates up to 10,000 letters were deposited this year in the box.

'World's largest Santa's mailbox' gives creator a gigantic challenge
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January.
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Seriously postal

Minister: Svea and Lunckefjell will shut temporarily or permanently‚ Mine 7 will employ one or two shifts 
Down to 98…or 28
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's not exactly an answer, but anyone still 
clinging to the hope the government will help 
Store Norske be more than mere shadow of its 
former self should probably give up.

A best-case scenario of 98 remaining em-
ployees at the mining company and a worst-
case of fewer than 30 now appears likely, based 
on statements by Minister of Trade and Indus-
try Monica Mæland in a Dec. 6 letter to 
Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen.

"The main alternatives being considered 
are: 1) liquidation of mining operations in Svea 
and Lunckefjell during 2016; 2) pausing opera-
tions at Svea and Lunckefjell for up to three 

years, with an eventual startup period if the 
conditions are right for it," Måeland wrote. "In 
both cases, Mine 7 would continue to operate."

“There will in the near future be a decision 
on the issue,” she noted.

The second alternative is essentially what 
Store Norske's board of directors recommended 
in September, although the company says it 
needs 95 million kroner a year to maintain Svea 
and Lunckefjell during a suspension.

But the board also requested the govern-
ment, which acquired full ownership of Store 
Norske this year as part of a 500-million-kroner 
bailout package that kept the company out of 
bankruptcy, employ two shifts instead of one at 
Mine 7. Mæland's letter doesn't specify if the 

ministry is inclined to support the extra shift.
Store Norske employed about 400 people 

as recently as 2012, but is now down to slightly 
more than half of that and will downsize the 
majority of its remaining workforce by next 
June.

A total of 98 employees would remain if 
the government supports a double shift at Mine 
7 and a suspension, rather than termination, of 
activity at Svea and Lunckefjell, according to 
an analysis by High North News. A total of 52 
would perform maintenance work at the two 
large mines, 23 would work one shift in Mine 
7, another 18 the second shift and the company 
would retain five administrative employees.

See ALTERNATIVES, page 6
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's said Santa needs to travel 11 million km/
h to deliver his gifts, assuming no bathroom 

breaks or pauses to eat all those cookies. There 
doesn't seem to be a corresponding thesis for 
how long it takes him to read all the letters to 
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Sure, some folks familiar with Svalbard 
were at some "other" event in Paris last week-
end, but the truly heavenly stage stealers 
were eight members of the Longyearbyen 
Mixed Choir who joined a bunch of other 
choirs in a performance of Händel's "Messi-
ah" at the L'église de la Madeleine church 
last Saturday in the French capital. And con-
sidering the choir spent 18 months rehearsing 
for the local performance last year, and they're 
performed in Oslo and London since, we did 
our best to find a photo or YouTube clip of 
them actually singing, in which case they'd be 
in a big standalone box on another page. Still, 
we'll give them enough kudos to break our "no 
smile and pose photos" rule … While we're 
happy to highlight the clickbait fodder from our 
tabloid brethren elsewhere, we're actually more 
fond this week of a mousing around of the 
more mentally stimulating kind. The Hindu, in 
what it calls a Qwikipedia (tinyurl.com/

pu55a4m), is asking readers if they can make 
the connection from Napoli football star 
Gonzalo Higuaín to polar bear in three 
clicks at Wikipedia. Being fans of a mobile 
app featuring such challenges, we're working 
our "impossible" list for our website soon. 

Gonzalo Higuaín polar bear in three mouse clicks
Serie A standings
expected to lead Napoli’s charge to the title
climate kooks

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

Which is the more impressive polar porn?

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

A walrus, top, "tusk 
butts" Jon Cornforth 
during an expedition 
by U.S. photographer 
to Svalbard earlier this 
year. At bottom, a 
male polar bear tries 
to gnaw through a bar 
on a porthole of a ship 
on the sea ice north of 
Spitsbergen. Wildlife 
photographer  
Kyriakos Kaziras told 
the Daily Mail of 
London the bear spent 
about two circling the 
vessel. The 
newspaper published 
both photos – along 
with sensationalistic 
headlines featuring all-
caps and exclamation 
points – within about 
30 minutes of each 
other on Monday, part 
of a frequent (albeit 
less so than scantily 
clad females) series of 
"death-defying" 
moments featuring the 
archipelago.

COURTESY OF ANNE LISE SANDVIK
They went to Paris and all we got was…No, 
dammit, they didn't even give us a t-shirt. 

JON CORNFORTH

KYRIAKOS KAZIRAS
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. NW winds winds 
to 22 km/h. High -11C (-15C 
wind chill), low -15C (-21C 
wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Snow. Variable winds to 45 
km/h. High -7C (-13C wind 
chill), low -15C (-20C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Cloudy. NW winds to 40 km/h. 
High -13C (-19C wind chill), 
low -14C (-20C wind chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, -11C (-16C), -13C (-19C), light 0:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, -11C (-16C), -14C (-21C), light 0:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, -13C, (-19C), -17C (-22C), light 0:00h; Wednesday,  snow, -8C (-16C), -17C (-22C), light 0:00h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy. Variable winds to 
22 km/h. High -11C (-15C wind 
chill), low -14C (-19C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Store Norske cancels flight 
contract with Lufttransport 

A contract for Lufttransport to provide 
daily flights between Longyearbyen and Svea 
is being terminated as of next June due to the 
shutdown of mining operations, the Store 
Norske announced this week. The state-owned 
air company, which is losing its biggest cus-
tomer in Svalbard, may be forced to double 
the price of flights between Longyearbyen and 
Ny-Ålesund due to an economy of scale loss. 
Store Norske Administrative Director Wenche 
Ravlo said a new operator for flights that will 
still be necessary to Svea after June 1 is being 
sought. Lufttransport Business Manager Hans 
Arne Jensen said the decision will not have an 
immediate effect on the company, but some 
Svalbard employees may need to be relocated 
elsewhere in the Arctic.

Fines for throwing trash in 
wrong bin may start Jan. 1

Throwing trash into the wrong sorting 
container may result in a 3,600-kroner fine 
starting Jan. 1 under a list of proposed billing 
rates and fees to be considered next Tuesday 
by the Longyearbyen Community Council. 
Businesses would face an additional fee of 
10,836 kroner. "There have been some really 
serious cases where individuals have simply 
not given a damn about sorting," said Rasmus 
Bøckman, a manager at city's waste facility.

Editor resigning in March to 
accept new job in Finnmark

Svalbardposten Editor Eirik Palm is re-
signing in March to accept a newly created 
position as head of information and public re-
lations for Finnmarkseiendommen, an entity 
that owns 95 percent of the land in Finnmark 
and is responsible for resource and other man-
agement in the territory. Palm, who became 
Svalbardposten's editor on Oct. 1, 2013, cited 
increased print circulation, an honorable men-
tion in this year's competition for Norway's 
best newspaper, and English-language content 
including weekly articles and the annual "Top 
of the World" tourist magazine as some of the 
most achievements during his term. The 
newspaper's board hope to begin accepting 
applications for a successor before Christmas. 

A reindeer grazes in front of The University Centre in Svalbard earlier this month. The school, 
founded in 1993, is seen as a key element of Longyearbyen's future due to the decline of coal mining.

Merger of minds?
University of Tromsø president 
wants to 'help' UNIS by taking it 
over; others express skepticism

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

COURTESY OF UNIS

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her way it’ll no longer be 
Svalbard’s university.

A proposed takeover of UNIS by UiT will 
be discussed by the Tromsø university’s board 
Tuesday, President Anne Husebekk told High 
North News. She said the proposal, if approved, 
would be submitted to the Norwegian govern-
ment as a recommendation to be included in a 
revised “white paper” now being drafted that 
outline policy goals for the archipelago.

A merger would turn UNIS to a more uni-
versity-like institution because it would then 
meet general examination requirements, and 
gain the ability to award bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees, plus and possibly doctoral 
dissertations, she told the newspaper. UNIS is 
currently a limited liability company owned by 
the Ministry of Education and Research that en-
rolls students through affiliations with other 

major Norwegian universities.
"So I’ve said that we can take a role in 

this," Husebekk said. "And I’ve checked out 
the interest through our research and study en-
vironment. And I see that there are many areas 
of study with us that could be anchored at Sval-
bard. And as an Arctic university it has been 
very exciting to be inside UNIS. Many actually 
believe that UNIS is already part of UiT."

UNIS Director Ole Arve Misund, who is 
stepping down Feb. 1, said he is open to the idea, 
but questions how much support there would be 
from the government and other institutions.

"It is very positive for UNIS if our model 
is changed and we become a degree-conferring 
institution," he told High North News. "And 
should that desire be realized we can become a 
campus under UiT in the future."

Mistund said opposition to the idea might 
be based on "old-fashioned" attitudes about 
UNIS and suggested UiT "is a great and vital 
organization, and as I see it, they will take a 
great responsibility in the northernmost part of 
the country for the future." But "I think other 
universities will wake up when they get to 
know about this, and I’m not so sure that the 
government wants such a takeover."



Festivities of 
the future
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Festivities of 
the future

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w
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Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

This ad 
does time 
travel too!

(It's valid both this week and next. 
Just a friendly extra reminder from 
the hacks who didn't get this week's 
newspaper out by Thursday.)

Eve Helen, 5, top left, leads a procession of Longyearbyen 
kindergartners through Lompensenteret during a St. Lucia's Day 
celebration Friday – as in Friday, Dec. 11 – three days after this week's 
newspaper was supposedly published. So, having discovered 
journalistic time travel, we also present two youths, (top right) picking up 
their family's Christmas tree at Svalbardbuttiken the same day, locals 
playing bingo (middle left) for holiday food and gift certificates at Fruene 
on Thursday, and international residents of Longyearbyen gathering for 
an annual holiday celebration Tuesday at Svalbard Church (bottom left 
and right). All photos by Mark Sabbatini / Icepeople.
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EXCAVATE from page 1
Four teens paint vivid picture of 
Arctic to climate summit leaders, 
but masses miss the message

NRK

Elias Damli, Johanne 
Jerijærvi,Erika Gjelsvik 
and Johannes Breivik 
offer a presentation of 

their trip to the North 
Pole and Svalbard this 

spring during a side 
event Saturday at the 
UN climate summit in 
Paris. The four teens, 

all 13 at the time of the 
expedition, also 

appealed to attendees 
to "put the children 

first" when considering 
proposals to combat 

climate change. To the 
left in the picture are 

UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon and 

French French Foreign 
Minister Laurent 

Fabius, both of whom 
also travelled to the 
archipelago recently 

as part of their summit 
preparations. 

Scene, not herd

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

JON AARS / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
A bowhead whale spotted recently in the Barents 
Sea is, like most of the whale species in the area, 
on Norway's red list of threatened animals.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Their pictures were widely featured 
alongside top world leaders, celebrities like 
Sean Penn, and impoverished third-world 
residents affected by climate-related floods and 
drought. Their words – not so much.

Four Norwegian teenagers who spent about 
a month on expeditions in Svalbard and to the 
North Pole this spring appeared in plenty of 
newspaper, television and website coverage of 
the UN climate summit in Paris following their 
presentation of the trip. But their tales of the 
dangers they faced due to climate change and 
calls for action, while well-covered by the 
Norwegian media, were virtually ignored by 
the outside world.

Still, their audience during their "side 
event" presentation Saturday included the 
summit's most important leaders – including 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and 
French French Foreign Minister and summit 
host  Laurent Fabius – and the teens weren't shy 
about demonstrating they weren't there to be 
patronized or talked down to.

"You will do something about the climate," 
Johanne Jerijærvi, 14, said challengingly to the 
audience. "You must put away your coffee cups 
and stop talking about it. Something must be 
done with the climate before it is too late. It is 
we who are the future, not you."

Jerijærvi and her three peers – Johannes 
Breivik, Erika Gjelsvik and Elias Damli were 
all 13 when they embarked the expedition in 

March and April. In addition to their ski trip to 
the North Pole, they spent significant time 
performing climate research aboard the Lance 
research vessel as part of the Norwegian Polar 
Institute's six-month Norwegian Youth Sea Ice 
Cruise project.

"On our way to the North Pole we skied 
seven hours every day," said Damli, as a 
picture of the group towing their sleds across a 
huge open-water gap in the ice. "We crossed 
open lands, some of them so wide we had to 
swim across them. One day it blew it so much 
that we had to stay in the tent for 32 hours. We 
only slept and ate candy. That day we drifted 
16 kilometers with the ice and that powerful ice 
drift is a consequence of ice in the Arctic 
Ocean becoming thinner."

While the summit is continuing through 
this week and there is considerable skepticism 
about overcoming numerous obstacles that 
would result in a meaningful international 
agreement, the teens offered a hopeful tone as 
well as a challenging one.

The youths' expedition and subsequent 
activities will be the focus of a 10-part TV 
series on NRK scheduled to debut Jan. 1. 
Among their ongoing efforts is an online 
petition (at  tinyurl.com/ogd82t9) asking youths 
from around the world to urge U.S. President 
Barack Obama to meet with the teens.

"They've been to the North Pole and 
conquered Paris and now they've set their goal 
on the White House," Havard Gulldahl, an 
NRK producer, said in an interview with the 
website Mother Nature Network, one of the few 
English-language news sources to cover the 
youths' trip to Paris (at  tinyurl.com/gvwq6h5).

The petition, which has a goal of 75,000 
signatures, had about had about 25000 as of 

this week.
Also at the side event – titled "Seeing is 

Believing – Believing Demands Action. A 
Message From The Arctic" – were Harald 
Steen and Jan-Gunnar Winther of Norwegian 
Polar Institute, who presented an overview of 
the sea ice research aboard the Lance this year. 

In addition, Norwegian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Børge Brendes told the audience 
climate change isn't just something that will 
cause future trouble.

"Climate change is no longer something 
only our grandchildren will have to worry 
about," he said. "It is happening. Here and now. 
As foreign minister, I have to deal with the 
consequences of climate change every day. It is 
already having wide-reaching implications for 
top priority foreign policy areas such as trade, 
mass migration, humanitarian assistance, 
conflict prevention and security."

"Climate change has been described as the 
ultimate threat multiplier. We must deal with it 
for what it is – a major global security threat. 
Only when world leaders fully understand that 
climate change is a question of national and 
global security will we take the necessary 
measures."

Former Longyearbyen Mayor Christin 
Kristofferen was scheduled to give a keynote 
speech about the Arctic and climate change 
during the final weekend of the summit, when 
whatever agreement is reached is presented and 
signed. But she cancelled and is returning to the 
archipelago for an event at Svalbard Museum 
this Saturday, stating "when you make local 
commitments I think it's important to keep 
them."

"The problems are many, but the 
solutions are even more," Breivik said.

4-we chall u to put the children first 
when u are makign clim deci bec we are the 
future note you

4-
Ban
He was also evident in his tribute of the 

four youths who took the podium after him.

- Look at these brave youngsters. I think 
they can build on what we get here in Paris. 
Thanks for their involvement, he said.

Europa Newswire tinyurl.com/h2fjqe8
Mother Nature Network, "Teens brave 

the Arctic to convince world leaders to put 
kids first"

Norway official site in the Philippines 
Royal Norwegian Embassy in Manila; 
tinyurl.com/po989bf

 the focus of a 10-part TV series to debut 
on NRK, the Norwegian broadcasting 
network best known for Slow TV. starts Jan. 
1

Greenpeace, petition they claimed had 
six million 

 Saami politician Josefina Skerk, who 
trekked to the North Pole last year to declare 
the top of the world "the 
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The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

 IMPATIENT, from page 1

Norwegian Minister of Trade and Industry Monica Mæland, center, visits the Lunckefjell mine in 2014 with state secretaries Lars Jacob Hiim, left, and Dilek 
Ayhan. Mæland said a decision will be announced in the near future about Store Norske's fate, but as of this week was still seeking input from city leaders.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Since the academic speeches, presentations and other elitist academia 
that mention Svalbard will go on in Paris for another week, let's just get to 
the juicy stuff.

The kooks as well as the knowledgeable and creative are chiming in 
about climate-related activities in the archipelago. So in addition to morti-
fying methane probes and transgender tunes about being part of the prob-
lem, seething skeptics are denouncing the 

"Senior foreign correspondent Mark Phillips (profiled) climatologists 
in Svalbard, Norway, as they chart 'a worrying trend that's happening now' 
with trapped methane gas said to be now be leaking from the world’s 
frozen tundras into the atmosphere," an article in NewsBusters ("exposing 
and combating liberal media bias") notes. "Offering no sort of opposing 
viewpoint, Phillips touted a college student studying there who ruled that 
'[w]hat the climate change debate needs, she feels, is more science' and '[a] 
solid argument' to rebut 'the uncertainties' of 'climate change deniers.'"

If the article (at tinyurl.com/oczm2nx) isn't sweet music to the ears – 
although it clearly is to the scores of skeptical commenters – there's the new 
song "4 Degrees" by Norwegian singer Anohni (previously Anthony) 
Hegarty, based on her trip to Svalbard and released in conjunction with the 
Paris climate summit.

"I'm tired of crying for humanity and seeming at the same time that I 
was not completely honest when I pretended I myself an not part of the 
problem," she wrote in a statement. "'4 Degrees' is a kind of brutal attempt 
to make myself responsible, not only evaluating my intentions, but also 
considering the real consequences of my actions."

The song, according to Dagsavisen, "is a big, dark and gloomy descrip-
tion of the impact of future climate change, from a 'rush on, there are only 
four degrees' perspective."

Also weighing in on their experience in Svalbard during the summit's 
first days – although they "did not give up the song" – were three young 

Mine 7 will stay, but…
ALTERNATIVES, from page 1

TROND VIKEN / MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

But if the two large mines are shut down 
completely and only 23 employees remain for a 
single shift at Mine 7, the company "hardly 
needs five in the administration" the newspaper 
stated.

Olsen, in a response letter dated Dec. 7, re-
iterated the position of city leaders since the 
crisis began more than a year ago that "general-
ly it is such that economic activity in Longyear-

byen is interrelated with the activity level at 
Store Norske."

"Members of the Administration Commit-
tee (consisting of the Labor Party, Liberal 
Party, Green Party and Conservative Party) 
consider the activity at Svea as important," he 
wrote. "It is therefore positive for the local 
community that this level of activity is pre-
dictable and that the value creation accrues to 
Longyearbyen. That is especially important 

during a demanding restructuring period for the 
local community."

Olsen's letter isn't as adamant about double 
shifts at Mine 7, noting "if the owners of Store 
Norske want a higher activity level in Mine 7, 
the Longyearbyen Community Council is posi-
tive about that."

But he stated the government also needs to 
consider the burden a partial or total shutdown of 
mining will put on those who remain in the city.

"Generally, it is believed that there will be 
increased burden on infrastructure and nearby 
activity/settlements, and that the owners regard 
that in its dialogue with the council," he wrote.

Finally, "the Longyearbyen community  
would welcome a speedy ruling in the case," 
Olsen wrote. Local government and businesses 
leaders, miners at Store Norske, and numerous 
other locals have been increasingly critical 
about what they call a slow response by the 
ministry – and that the delay itself is causing 
additional adverse impacts. 

Olsen, who has consistently stated previ-
ously he believes the government will endorse 
the recommendation by Store Norske's board, 
was less optimistic in an interview with High 
North News after receiving Mæeland's letter, al-
though he said it "nonetheless is good news for 
Longyearbyen."

"I interpret the letter to mean that Mine 7 
will remain and that it will be operative what-
ever the ministry gives in its response to Store 
Norske about further mining in Svalbard," he 
said. "And that is very positive. For we did not 
take it for granted that Mine 7 would remain, 
and this is about a lot of jobs."

Also, despite the govern-
ment's seeming focus on the 
two options in Mæland's 
letter, she still isn't completing 
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So…is it good for you?

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

 IMPATIENT, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Having just two guys try to lift a Christmas tree into a pipe at Mary Anne's Polarriggen, top left, didn't work out because the icy was too slippery to walk 
forward steadily as they tried to lift the tree. Nor did having a third employee, Kinga Roszkowska, top right join them and try to fit the tree into the the stand 
as the men lifted it. So the trio braced the tree against a van, bottom left, with Stefan Baldursson and Adrian Rodriguez lifting it up as Roszkowska tried to 
guide it in. They were finally successful, bottom right, although several branches ended up left on the ground and many still on the tree were damaged.

MERRIMENT, from page 1
after a short rest, as lights and decorations were 
hung, finally adding a bit more brightness to a 
town now in the full dark grip of the polar 
night.

The lighting of the tree, only a couple hun-
dred meters from what's supposedly the world's 
largest Santa's mailbox, occurred about a week 
before holiday events swing in full gear until 
well into January. Among those occurring in 

the coming days: 
• Holiday treats at Kulturhuset this Satur-

day and Sunday. Similar buffets and feasts are 
being frequently hosted by other eateries 
throughout the season.

• A Christmas market in the Longyearbyen 
Arts and Crafts Center, on the second floor at 
Galleri Svalbard beginning at 10 a.m. Nov. 28, 
featuring works by local residents. There will 
also be children's films and activities.

• A "Christmas Mile" race in the center of 
Longyearbyen at 1 p.m. Nov. 28, beginning 
outside Svalbardbutikken.

• First Sunday of Advent activities begin 
with a mass at 11 a.m. Nov. 29 at Svalbard 
Church. A Christmas feast will be served at 
Huset at 1 p.m. The traditional torchlight 
march from Huset to the center of Longyear-
byen, with a stop at the base of Mine 2B so 
children can drop letters off for Santa at his 
mailbox, begins at 3 p.m. The march will be 
followed by the lighting of the town Christmas 
tree and the traditional circular dance, plus an 
outdoor market, bonfire, stories and music. A 
children's story reading will follow at 4:30 p.m. 
at Longyearbyen Library.

• The annual Telenor holiday concert, at 
7:30 p.m. Dec. 3 at Kulturhuset, featuring an 
instrumental and choral ensemble of 10 visiting 
musicians. 

See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper this week?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of 
mutual affection, we're hoping you might make a "token" contribution when you 
pick up he newspaper (which costs 10 kroner just to print each copy" or a one-
time donation of any amount at icepeople.net

If you haven't visited the 
new icepeople.net yet, 
you're missing lots of rants 
and other online exclusives

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 
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Dec. 8
7 p.m.: Holiday gathering for 
international residents. Svalbard Church.
Dec. 9
6 p.m.: Movie: "Retour à Ithaque," 
French drama, all ages. Kulturhuset.
Dec. 10
7 p.m.: Performance: "Kalvø – An Hour 
of Your Life You'll Never Get Back," by 
Stand Up Norge. Kulturhuset. 
Dec. 11
5 p.m.: Christmas ball for youths. 
Kulturhuset.
Dec. 12
Noon-3 p.m.: Christmas workshop for 
youths and adults. Kunsthall Svalbard 
inside Svalbard Museum.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Wadjda," Saudi Arabian 
drama by country's first female 
filmmaker, all ages. Kulturhuset.
Dec. 13
11 a.m.: Third Sunday of Advent Mass. 
Svalbard Church.
3 p.m.: Live broadcast of Mozart's "The 
Magic Flute" by the Metropolitan Opera 
of New York. Kulturhuset.
5 p.m.: Movie: "The Peanuts Movie," 
U.S. animated/comedy, all ages. 
Kulturhuset.
5 p.m.: Concert: "We sing in Christmas" 
by the Store Norske Men's Choir, 
Polargospel, Svalbrass and other local 
groups. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Crimson Peak," U.S. 
horror, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
Dec. 14
8 p.m.: Trivi quiz. Svalbar.
Dec. 15
7 p.m.: Evening Mass, fireplace social 
and decorating of Christmas tree. 
Svalbard Church.
Dec. 16
6 p.m.: Movie: "Stars Wars – The Force 
Awakens" (3D), U.S. action/fantasy, no 
age limit specified. Kulturhuset

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Russia puts missiles in Novaya Zemlya
● Polar bear pelts big sellers in China
● Fact-checking the Paris climate summit
● Norway: Sorry for gingerbread F-35 jets 

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

Taking 10K of Santa's letters

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A freestyle ski team takes on the mountains of Svalbard in the first episode of a multi-part series 
by Fri Flyt featuring expeditions in challenging areas . The episode is at tinyurl.com/ohepnge.

COURTESY OF SALOMON

Need incentive to get out this weekend?

MASSIVE, from page 1
him, but Po Lin Lee might qualify as at least 
for fill-in duty should the jolly old elf be way-
laid by a traffic cop or too much cholesterol.

The Hong Kong native now living in 
Longyearbyen estimates as many as 10,000 let-
ters were deposited this year in the "world's 
largest Santa's mailbox" she donated to the city 
during the 2013 Christmas season.

"I read them all," she said. But "they're in 
different languages. Then I try to use Google 
Translate and ask friends."

Lee said she tries to spend an hour or two a 
day reading the letters when she's in town, 
sometimes in the mailbox itself since it has two 
indoor stories including a sitting area.

The letter writers vary predictably by sea-
son: lots of visitors during peak tourism months 
(she estimates about 4,000 were deposited this 
summer) and lots of local youths when Christ-
mas is near. Among this week's batch was a 
large envelope containing a packet of letters 
that apparently are from a group of local 
kindergarten students apparently covering their 
bets after depositing letters in Santa's "official" 
mailbox at the base of Mine 2B days earlier.

The mailbox at Sjøområdet, built in secret 
in a warehouse before being unveiled, is more 
than nine meters high and cost about 500,000 
kroner – which Lee paid for out of her pocket.


