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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.
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Have you seen this child? We took a 
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featuring yours might even be in focus.
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Weather summary
Cloudy and windy with occasional 
snow; temperatures gradually 
decreasing through next week

Full forecast page 3

See MAILBOX, page 4

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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lives
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Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees
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A young Longyearbyen resident, left, drops off a letter to Santa in his mailbox at the base of Mine 2B on Sunday during a traditional torchlight procession 
celebrating the beginning of Advent. At top right, a soon-to-be three-year-old offers her pacifiers to Santa for the infants on his delivery list in a letter asking 
only for a "big red balloon that I can fly." At bottom right, another letter writer wishes for a black hamster from Syria that will be named "Ferrari."

Climate kooks, transgender tribulation, roadside risktakers highlight Svalbard during climate summit

Witness to a 
burial? Svea to 
open to tourists for 
first time in 
January.
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Stars, screwballs on Paris stage

Santa's workshop gets usual requests, along with a few special orders such as a hamster from Syria
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A red balloon. Legos. Star Wars gadgets. 
A Playstation 4. A Ferrari.

A typical range of innocent to exorbitant 
wish list items, including some that conve-
niently overlap ("Lego Star Wars" for Playsta-
tion). Along with under-the-tree presents that 

are normal here but in few other places like 
sleds designed to be towed by snowmobiles.

 But not all the tiny nissen ("someone who 
believes in Santa") depositing their letters to 
Santa in his mailbox Sunday at the base of 
Mine 2B (his real workshop, as everyone wise 
enough to disregard that propaganda about the 
North Pole knows) are merely materialistic. In 
fact, that "Ferrari" may be among the cheapest 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Since the academic speeches, presentations 
and other elitist academia that mention Sval-
bard will go on in Paris for another week, let's 

just get to the juicy stuff.
The kooks as well as the knowledgeable 

and creative are chiming in about climate-relat-
ed activities in the archipelago. So in addition 
to mortifying methane probes and transgender 

tunes about being part of the problem, seething 
skeptics are denouncing the 

"Senior foreign correspondent Mark 
Phillips (profiled) climatologists in Svalbard, 

'I've been good...' 
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We've noticed prices at the supermarket 
have gotten a little goofy during the past year 
(due in part to a merger with another chain, 
which of course resulted in lots of higher 
prices), but someone posting a photo showing 
a seasonal example of the weirdness set off 
this week's heated social media debate 
among the locals. Per Ivar Velve noted "it 
pays NOT to buy the larger economy pack" 
of Christmas sausages since the per-kilo price 
is more than 10 percent higher. Wandering the 
isles exposes plenty of other examples. Hanne 
Bjerk, for example, notes bulk-size refills on a 
certain brand of detergent are more expensive 
than the smaller bottles. There's also other odd-
ities, such as virtually identical products from 
the same brand carrying radically different 
price tags (check out canned ham/spam section, 
for example). Not shockingly, the thread veers 
into the touchy subject of food prices in Sval-
bard in general, with Nils Anton Sverkmo not-
ing a list of groceries that cost 490 kroner at 
Svalbardbutikken costs 287.10 kroner at a su-

permarket in Arendal. but while we're stuck 
paying extra for some things due to costs like 
air freight, plenty of folks noted we don't have 
a VAT and, hey, the booze here is definitely 
cheaper, so it's still the season to be merry. 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

Hey, they were mean to us first...

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

A researcher captures a mouse in 
Svalbard, left, a species of which is here 
due to climate change carries a parasite 
potentially fatal to humans, according to 
the Norwegian Polar Institute. The 
institute and the University of Tromsø 
are participating in a five-year joint 
study to better determine the spread of 
the parasite, which damages the livers 
of mice who ingest it, above. Although 
the parasite was first detected in 1999, 
researchers say mice are increasingly 
being found close to Longyearbyen – 
and residents were asking in a 
Facebook chat where mousetraps can 
be purchased locally. The parasite, 
which has an incubation time of up to 
20 years in humans, can be detected 
by a blood test, Photos courtesy of the 
Norwegian Polar Institute.

PER IVAR VELVE
It's not gouging, it's tough love: Eating huge 
quantities of ground-up intestines results in 
penalties that go beyond the merely financial.



Page 3December 1, 2015

Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. W winds winds to 25 
km/h. High -1C (-5C wind 
chill), low -2C (-6C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Snow. SW winds to 22 km/h. 
High -1C (-5C wind chill), low 
-3C (-7C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Partly cloudy. SW winds to 29 
km/h. High -3C (-7C wind 
chill), low -5C (-11C wind chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -3C (-11C), -6C (-13C), light 0:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, -6C (-14C), -9C (-16C), light 0:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, -9C, (-15C), -9C (-16C), light 0:00h; Wednesday,  cloudy, -8C (-14C), -9C (-15C), light 0:00h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. SW winds to 18 km/h. 
High -2C (-6C wind chill), low 
-3C (-7C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

More than 100 Svalbard 
species on updated 'red list'

A total of 103 out the 487 species assessed 
in Svalbard have been placed on the "red list" 
in Norwegian Biodiversity Information 
Centre's first update of the database since 
2010. Of those, 55 are categorized as endan-
gered, which by definition has an "extremely 
high risk of extinction if the current condi-
tions persist." Eight are birds, including the 
additional of the  common guillemot, which is 
listed as threatened. In addition, glaucous 
gulls, kittiwakes and Brünnich's (thick-billed) 
guillemots - three important and traditionally 
abundant species in Svalbard - are considered 
near threatened. The decline appears to be due 
to warmer climates in areas outside Svalbard 
where they spend the winter, which limits 
their access to food, but researchers say the 
problem is spreading north.

UNIS gets 7M to establish 
Arctic Safety research center  

The University Centre in Svalbard will re-
ceive seven million kroner during the next 
three years to establish a new centre for Arctic 
Safety in Longyearbyen, Norway's Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs announced last week. The 
mission of the center will be keeping human 
activity in the far north as safe and sustainable 
as possible. Activities will include combina-
tion of natural science education, with an em-
phasis on climate, and research-based knowl-
edge in risk- and safety-related areas.

Yet another 'cooking while 
D(ozing)UI' at apartment

Police and fire officials responded to yet 
another fire alarm resulting from a person 
falling asleep, apparently under the influence 
of alcohol, while food was cooking the 
kitchen. The alarm Monday night in a housing 
complex at  Elvesletta resulted in virtually all 
of the residents – except for the culprit, asleep 
on a couch, evacuating the building, according 
to Police Chief Lt. Ståle Nylund. The alarm 
was triggered by a dry pot on a hot stove, but 
no serious damage was reported. The culprit, 
like numerous others during the past two 
years, faces roughly 11,000 kroner in fines for 
the requiring the response by officials. 

Local business leaders and energy efficiency experts from the mainland gather this week at 
Kulturhuset to discuss how Longyearbyen can develop new industries that don't rely on coal mining. 
Svalbard Airport, for instance, saved 100,000 kroner last year by reducing its diesel consumption. 

Chill out everyone
Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It might not pour money into the coffers of 
Longyearbyen's struggling companies and resi-
dents, but it might keep them from tapping out 
their limited budgets as quickly.

Plus it'll be better for the environment and 
take some stress of the town's aging power 
plant.

The simple advice "turn down the heat" 
was what made one of the biggest impressions 
on many business and community leaders at-
tending an energy conservation conference this 
week at Kulturhuset. The focus of the event 
was industrial and economic growth that can 
take place in the future without relying on coal 
mining, which will be mostly shut down by 
summer of next year.

"In my house it's normally 23 or 24 de-
grees," said Sveinung Lystrup Thesen, a prop-
erty manager at Store Norske. "With little kids 
you don't have to nag them to put on more 
clothes indoors. (But) I think you can easily 

drop the heat a few degrees."
Besides, he quipped, cooler temperatures 

may  get people more alert and working more 
efficiently at a time when doing so is important.

Longyearbyen's coal-fired power plant is 
expected to be operational until 2038, but city 
officials said it doesn't have the capacity to pro-
duce sufficient het for the entire area during 
deep cold spells. Also, the process of deciding 
on and planning a new primary power source 
will need to begin soon.

Among the possibilities, suggested Malte 
Jochmann, is geothermal heat, despite uncer-
tainties about its practicality here.

"The problem with this is the risk of spend-
ing a few hundred million kroner without know 
if it will work," he said. 

Still, Jochmann argued, "that's one of the 
advantages of Svalbard. It's easier to argue 
Svalbard should be an experimental site."

Among other energy-saving measures, 
LNSS Administrative Director Frank Jakobsen, 
noted his company is replacing its trucks with 
models that, if 300 were put into use, would 
produce the same level of emissions as one 
truck did during the 1990s.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MAILBOX, from page 1

Longyearbyen youths, top left, join several 
hundred other people in the traditional dance 
around the town Christmas tree in the town center 
Sunday, Below, one of three "Santa's helpers" 
greets a tot before giving him an early Christmas 
gift after the tree lighting. At lower left, Odd 
Jostein Sylte examines letters local children wrote 
to Santa last year. He has collected letters 
children have deposited in Santa's mailbox for 
about 20 years. At right, one of this year's more 
decorative letters asks Santa for snorkel gear. All 
photos by Mark Sabbatini /Icepeople.

Kids don't want 
coal for Christmas
and most spirit-of-the-season requests – al-
though Santa will need to do far more than just 
send a work order to his elves to make it 
happen.

"What I want most of all is a Syrian HAM-
STER," wrote one youth who – just in case 
Santa's been getting too many requests for mo-
bile phones and Justin Bieber albums – includes 
a helpful illustration of what the tyke calls "my 
little Ferrari." "And lots of hamster equipment."

At least one nissen this year seems to be fa-
miliar with the "'tis better to give than receive" 
concept, attaching a collection of her pacifiers 
to her letter and noting that, since her third 
birthday is coming soon, "you can give them to 
your nissen babies. I want a large red balloon 
that I can fly."

The letters were collected and properly pro-
cessed for delivery to the original jolly old elf 
by Odd Jostein Sylte, a supervisor at Longyear-
byen's power plant who made the mailbox long 
ago so his daughter and other local children 
could drop off their requests directly at the 
source.

"My wife and I did it when my daughter 
was two," he said. "She's now 21."

While some of the youths are facing a holi-
day season where their parents will be coping 
with the stress of losing their jobs and moving 
to the mainland due to the Store Norske crisis, 
Sylte said this year's letters are pretty much the 
same as every other year.

And for parents slow to realize how quickly 
kids are growing up these days, consider these 
requests from various three- and four-year-olds: 
a snowboard, "a snowmobile, a monstrous one," 
dogs and a dogsled, snorkel gear and – maybe 
most mature of all – a hardy wool sweater. 
Thankfully for the traditional crowd, there's still 
the usual requests for dollhouses, visits from 
friends/relatives and teddy bears (of the polar 
species…like, duuuh).
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EXCAVATE from page 1

Norway, Russia trying to set 
aside politics in effort to manage 
Barents wildlife and environment

TOR IVAN KARLSEN / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

A team of 
international 
researchers deploy 
a buoy from a 
research ship in 
Svalbard. 
Norwegian and 
Russian officials 
meeting this week 
in Moscow said it's 
essential to 
continue joint 
efforts to study and 
management to 
environment 
despite ongoing 
political problems 
that have thwarted 
some recent 
projects such as a 
planned joint count 
of the polar bear 
population in the 
Barents Sea 
region.

Perilous protection
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

They can't agree to count the polar bears 
together (or even separately at the same time), 
but least they're still pledging to work together 
to protect the animals.

A cooperative environmental management 
agreement for the Barents Sea region for 
2016-18 was reached this week as a delegation 
led by Norwegian State Secretary Lars Andreas 
Lunde met with officials in Moscow, according 
to the Norwegian Polar Institute. It is the first 
time in more than a year a Norwegian politician 
has traveled to Moscow for a bilateral meeting. 

"The environment and surveys of radioac-
tive contamination are core areas for coopera-
tion with Russia, despite changing political cir-
cumstances," Lunde said in a prepared state-
ment following the meeting.

Norway and Russia agreed earlier this year 
to strengthen their cooperation when monitor-
ing, researching and managing the bear popula-
tion. But a joint census of the bears, the first in 
14 years, was cancelled on the Russian side 
when officials there declined to participate for 

reasons still not entirely clear.
Results of the count on the Norwegian side 

are expected to be released later this month and 
Norwegian scientists have stated they hope 
their Russian counterparts will conduct a count 
in the near future so at least a semblance of a 
full survey exists.

The area from Svalbard to Taimyr, Russia, 
that's the primary polar bear habitat in the Bar-
ents region, was six to eight degrees Celsius 
above average in November, according to the 
U.S. National Snow and Ice Data Center. That, 
combined with the six-lowest Arctic sea ice 
minimum this fall since measurement began 

about 40 years ago, means female bears are 
likely to struggle to reach denning areas where 
they would traditionally give birth, resulting in 
a low number offspring next year.

Furthermore, low sea years also means 
poor hunting for bears in spring and low sur-
vival rates among cubs.

Another area of emphasis in this week's 
agreement is joint monitoring and management 
of air pollution. A first-ever joint study of the 
border areas this year found excessive levels of 
sulfur dioxide, and the nickel and copper parti-
cles.

"We still have an air pollution problem in 
the border region, especially in Nikel by the 
Russian side, where the air occasionally in-
cludes more than 10 times as much sulfur diox-
ide as the Russian limits allow," Lunde said. 
"But on the Norwegian side it also exceeds lim-
its each year."

An agreement was also researched for co-
ordinated environmental monitoring of the en-
tire Barents Sea, with both countries using the 
same indicators, according to the Norwegian 
Polar Institute. The proposal is based on exist-
ing environmental monitoring, which largely 
takes place under the auspices of the Norwe-
gian-Russian Fisheries Commission.

BTW, there's a paradox about oil as well 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

JON AARS / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
A bowhead whale spotted recently in the Barents 
Sea is, like most of the whale species in the area, 
on Norway's red list of threatened animals.

Oil prices are in the gutter, various Arctic 
drilling projects have been scrapped recently as 
unworkable, and now Norway and Russia are 
trying to agree on rules for conducting 
controversial seismic testing in the Barents Sea.

But that isn't stopping either country from 
gushing about the potential rewards for drilling 
in the region, as 26 companies are bidding for 
57 new license blocks in the Norwegian Arctic. 
The bidders include Russian oil companies 
OAO Rosneft and Lukoil PJSC, and the 
Norwegian units of Dea and EON SE, both 
acquired by Russian billionaire Mikhail 
Fridman, according to a statement from 

Norway’s Petroleum and Energy Ministry. 
The new licenses include untouched areas  

of the Barents Sea along a previously disputed 
maritime border with Russia. That resolution of 
that border dispute in 2010 also initiated efforts 
to regulate seismic testing in the area, with the 
latest talks occurring last month.

Norway, Russia in talks about 
seismic tests as both bid eagerly 
for new Barents drilling permits 
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The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

 IMPATIENT, from page 1

Sarah Strand and Norbert 
Pirk examine a solar-

powered instrument in 
Adventdalen that 

monitors the release of 
methane from the tundra 

while being interviewed 
by a CBS News reporter 
as part of the network's 

coverage of the UN 
climate summit in Paris. 
The researchers' project 

for The University Centre 
in Svalbard is part of a 

multiyear effort to 
determine how quickly the 

rate of release of the 
heat-trapping gas is 
occurring and what 

impacts it will have on 
climate change. "You 

can't just measure one 
thing and say, 'I found 

climate change,'" Strand 
told the network.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Norway, as they chart 'a worrying trend that's 
happening now' with trapped methane gas said 
to be now be leaking from the world’s frozen 
tundras into the atmosphere," an article in 
NewsBusters ("exposing and combating liberal 
media bias") notes. "Offering no sort of oppos-
ing viewpoint, Phillips touted a college student 
studying there who ruled that '[w]hat the cli-
mate change debate needs, she feels, is more 
science' and '[a] solid argument' to rebut 'the 
uncertainties' of 'climate change deniers.'"

If the article (at tinyurl.com/oczm2nx) isn't 
sweet music to the ears – although it clearly is 
to the scores of skeptical commenters – there's 

the new song "4 Degrees" by Norwegian singer 
Anohni (previously Anthony) Hegarty, based 
on her trip to Svalbard and released in conjunc-
tion with the Paris climate summit.

"I'm tired of crying for humanity and seem-
ing at the same time that I was not completely 
honest when I pretended I myself an not part of 
the problem," she wrote in a statement. "'4 De-
grees' is a kind of brutal attempt to make my-
self responsible, not only evaluating my inten-
tions, but also considering the real conse-
quences of my actions."

The song, according to Dagsavisen, "is a 
big, dark and gloomy description of the impact 
of future climate change, from a 'rush on, there 

are only four degrees' perspective."
Also weighing in on their experience in 

Svalbard during the summit's first days – al-
though they "did not give up the song" – were 
three young "climate ambassadors" from Gers, 
France, who testified before a panel and met 
with French President François Hollande to re-
port their glacier observations last October, ac-
cording to La Depeche.

"Since we already have gone beyond our 
past course, give us a future course," they wrote 
in a letter outlining their suggested actions for 
the summit.

The report by Phillips on CBS (tinyurl.com/ 
nt2wat8) focused on how "the other growing 
threat to the environment is the Earth itself. A 
spectacular amount of methane, one of the 
worst heat trapping gases, has been locked up 
in the world's frozen tundra – until now." While 
participants and protesters in Paris were worry-
ing about the terrorist attacks a couple weeks 
before the gathering, a banner displayed 
throughout the TV network's five-minute report 
let viewers know the two researchers working a 
short distance from the road in Adventdalen 
"face danger near the Arctic." 

Among the other tidbits presented at the 
summit itself were slides from the American 
Geophysical Union showing how some of Sval-
bard's glaciers are being affected by climate 
change. The organization's blog has posted 
more than 500 reports about glaciers in the 
archipelago and elsewhere.

Svalbard will get its biggest exposure Sat-
urday when four teenagers and a lead re-
searcher at the Norwegian Polar Institute dis-
cuss sea ice studies and other activities they 
participated in earlier this year during a "side 
event" featuring most of the summit's highest-
ranking officials.

American Geophysical Union,
 From a Glaciers Perspective has published 520 Posts examining the re-

sponse of glaciers to climate change. couple svalbard glaciers in slideshow

 American Geophysical Union,
 From a Glaciers Perspective has published 520 Posts examining the re-

sponse of glaciers to climate change. couple svalbard glaciers in slideshow

Summit songs, skeptics
PARIS, from page 1

CBS NEWS
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So…is it good for you?
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The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
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Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

 IMPATIENT, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Having just two guys try to lift a Christmas tree into a pipe at Mary Anne's Polarriggen, top left, didn't work out because the icy was too slippery to walk 
forward steadily as they tried to lift the tree. Nor did having a third employee, Kinga Roszkowska, top right join them and try to fit the tree into the the stand 
as the men lifted it. So the trio braced the tree against a van, bottom left, with Stefan Baldursson and Adrian Rodriguez lifting it up as Roszkowska tried to 
guide it in. They were finally successful, bottom right, although several branches ended up left on the ground and many still on the tree were damaged.

MERRIMENT, from page 1
after a short rest, as lights and decorations were 
hung, finally adding a bit more brightness to a 
town now in the full dark grip of the polar 
night.

The lighting of the tree, only a couple hun-
dred meters from what's supposedly the world's 
largest Santa's mailbox, occurred about a week 
before holiday events swing in full gear until 
well into January. Among those occurring in 

the coming days: 
• Holiday treats at Kulturhuset this Satur-

day and Sunday. Similar buffets and feasts are 
being frequently hosted by other eateries 
throughout the season.

• A Christmas market in the Longyearbyen 
Arts and Crafts Center, on the second floor at 
Galleri Svalbard beginning at 10 a.m. Nov. 28, 
featuring works by local residents. There will 
also be children's films and activities.

• A "Christmas Mile" race in the center of 
Longyearbyen at 1 p.m. Nov. 28, beginning 
outside Svalbardbutikken.

• First Sunday of Advent activities begin 
with a mass at 11 a.m. Nov. 29 at Svalbard 
Church. A Christmas feast will be served at 
Huset at 1 p.m. The traditional torchlight 
march from Huset to the center of Longyear-
byen, with a stop at the base of Mine 2B so 
children can drop letters off for Santa at his 
mailbox, begins at 3 p.m. The march will be 
followed by the lighting of the town Christmas 
tree and the traditional circular dance, plus an 
outdoor market, bonfire, stories and music. A 
children's story reading will follow at 4:30 p.m. 
at Longyearbyen Library.

• The annual Telenor holiday concert, at 
7:30 p.m. Dec. 3 at Kulturhuset, featuring an 
instrumental and choral ensemble of 10 visiting 
musicians. 

See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper this week?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of 
mutual affection, we're hoping you might make a "token" contribution when you 
pick up he newspaper (which costs 10 kroner just to print each copy" or a one-
time donation of any amount at icepeople.net

If you haven't visited the 
new icepeople.net yet, 
you're missing lots of rants 
and other online exclusives

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 



Page 8 December 1, 2015

Dec. 1
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Dec. 3
7:30 p.m.: Christmas concert featuring 
an instrumental and choral ensemble of 
10 visiting musicians. Kulturhuset.
Dec. 4
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Act of Killing," 
Indonesian documentary w/ English 
subtitles. Kulturhuset.
Dec. 6
11 a.m.: Second Sunday of Advent Mass 
and baptism. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Kino: The Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay Part 2," U.S. action/
fantasy, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
8 p.m.: Movie: "By the Sea," U.S. drama, 
all ages. Kulturhuset.
Dec. 7
6 p.m.: Catholic Mass by Father Marek. 
Svalbard Church.
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Dec. 8
7 p.m.: Holiday gathering for 
international residents. Svalbard Church.
Dec. 9
6 p.m.: Movie: "Retour à Ithaque," 
French drama, all ages. Kulturhuset.
Dec. 10
7 p.m.: Performance: "Kalvø – An Hour 
of Your Life You'll Never Get Back," by 
Stand Up Norge. Kulturhuset. 
Dec. 11
5 p.m.: Christmas ball for youths. 
Kulturhuset.
Dec. 12
Noon-3 p.m.: Christmas workshop for 
youths and adults. Kunsthall Svalbard in 
inside Svalbard Museum.
Dec. 13
3 p.m.: Live broadcast of Mozart's "The 
Magic Flute" by the Metropolitan Opera 
of New York. Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● NATO, Finland to join up in Lapland? 
● Migrants stuck at Russia/Norway border
● 'Father Christmas' dies in Arctic Norway
● Tradition, Lady Gaga clash in Greenland

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

Hazardous accusations

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A gingerbread recreation of Longyearbyen is lit up in a storefront window of Lompersenteret as 
part of the town's First Sunday of Advent celebration. Contributors built individual structures 
during a two-week period before gathering to set them up, albeit not entirely where the buildings 
are in real life (Visit Svalbard next to the fire station, the Mix kiosk by a hilltop mining tower, etc.)

TØNE LØVBERG

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's not good when an inspection finds 30 
local businesses violating hazardous waste 
rules. It's even worse when the government 
folks doing the inspection are themselves 
violating the same regulations.

An inspection of Longyearbyen businesses 
by The Governor of Svalbard "revealed a lack 
of knowledge of environmental regulations, 

cases of insufficient documentation, and 
inadequate procedures for handling chemicals 
and hazardous wastes at most companies," a 
statement by the governor's office notes. The 
companies have been given a deadline to 
correct the violations.

But an inspection of the governor's 
facilities, conducted by officials from the 
Troms region to ensure neutrality, "found 
inadequate routines and documentation of 
hazardous waste management," the statement 
notes. "These deviations are either corrected or 
are about to become so."

Governor finding 30 companies 
violating waste laws – and audit 
finds governor also in violation

Gingerly rebuilding a fragile town


