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“

”

To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

What the worst-case looks like: 400 lose 
jobs in Kirkenes as mine company files for 
bankruptcy.
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
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Weather summary
Cloudy and windy with occasional 
snow, and temperatures between 
-5C and -10C.

Full forecast page 3

See DEADLINE, page 8

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net

 Costly carelessness Dearth maul  What's out is in Worm-ridden filler
Historic train 
among grant 
winners
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Ranking every 
episode of the 
derelict duo
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Composting 
champs turn 
into cookies

Page 2

See PARIS, page 4

Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees
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Johannes Breivik, 
Johanne Jerijærvi, Erika 
Gjelsvik and Elias 
Damli, all 13 at the time, 
plant a flag at the North 
Pole with expedition 
leader Børge Ousland, 
and NRK's Aleksander 
Gamme in April of this 
year. The image is a 
screenshot from an 
online video petition (at 
tinyurl.com/ogd82t9) 
urging U.S. President 
Barack Obama to meet 
with the teenagers at 
the UN climate summit 
in Paris  so they can 
discuss their "Oppdrag 
Nansen" expedition to 
the Svalbard and the 
Pole in March and April.

Who visited Svalbard to 'prepare' for climate summit – and who might actually talk about trip in Paris

Witness to a 
burial? Svea to 
open to tourists for 
first time in 
January.

Page 6

Tour leader 
pays 10K for 
bear attack

Page 6

NRK

Costly overtime
Store Norske in talks with bank to avoid more layoffs as government misses crisis response deadline
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

That the government's failure to respond by 
a "drop-dead deadline" isn't yet fatal is what 
passes for good news these days at Store 
Norske

The coal company remains in discussions 
with DNB about a loan and line of credit the 

bank is providing that is keeping the company 
alive – if far from healthy – as it awaits word 

on whether it's future will be catastrophic or 
merely tragic.

Store Norske, which is requesting 285 
million kroner from the Norwegian government 
to put mining operations at Svea and 
Lunckefjell on hold for up to three years, said it 
needed a reply by Monday to satisfy the bank. 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Safe to say, a lot of locals aren't 
associating "black Friday" with shopping this 
year.

Instead they're packing and preparing to 
move either shortly before or immediately after 
the Christmas season – and/or watching many 
friends and neighbors go through the miseries 
that come after being laid off. So gifts this 
year, besides possibly being thrifty, are likely 
to be heavy on sentiment

The obvious stuff
"Vind" by Liv Mari Schei
"The Ice is Melting" by Leif Magne 

Helgesen, Kim ??? and ???.

Foodies
Gift basket from Radblar

Obviously Fruene's chocolate shop will be 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

They came. They saw. Most have said very 
little about about it since.

Plenty of people, including top world 
leaders, made the pilgrimage to Svalbard as 
part of their "preparations" for the UN climate 
summit in Paris beginning next Monday. But 
beyond those whose work focuses on Arctic 

climate change, any lessons learned haven't 
been brought up much beyond the obligatory 
press conferences immediate afterward.

The reasons vary from UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon visiting so many 
climate-affected areas he's seen far more 
drastic human suffering underscoring the 
urgency of the issue to top conservative U.S. 
leaders who've been working to sabotage any 

meaningful agreement following their junket.
But Svalbard will get its moment or two 

on stage during the two-week summit and, if 
nothing else, even those reluctant to reach a 
meaningful deal will have a hard time being 
rude to a group of adventurous kids.

Four teenagers who spent about a month 
this spring participating in science field work 
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Who's to blame and how 
to express your wrath
Editor
Mark Sabbatini

Principal of principles
Kristan Hutchison

Psychiatrist
Irene Gallion

Accomplice
Jeff Newsom

Mailing address
Icepeople
Vei 210 -2- 13
Longyearbyen, Svalbard
9170
Norway

Telephone
Norway: +47 41 51 46 38
U.S. +1 (970) 673-4472

E-mail
marksabbatini@yahoo.com

Web site
www.icepeople.net

Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Yeah, that's his ad beneath this week's rant, 
but we suspect few people will see as giving 
him undue free positive publicity when we 
mention Benjamin Vidmar's latest "locally 
sustainable food" effort, which involved 
handing out cookies made from worms he 
used for composting last weekend. He's the 
one who promoted his "treats" on Facebook 
with the appetizing photo to the right, so don't 
knock us for unfairly portraying the real thing, 
which looked like regular chocolate chip cook-
ies. As for the taste: "If I didn't know about the 
worms I'd say they're like a regular cookie" said 
one taste tester who admitted being a bit 
freaked by the concept initially. But another 
said "you can really taste the earthworm," al-
though she admitted it might be a psychological 
thing. One general consensus: there was a bit 
too much salt in them. The recipe is available at 
tinyurl.com/jcwl6jo … As we continue to 
mourn the large-scale loss of jobs, sometimes 
it's easy to forget some of the most uniquely 
awesome opportunities are here. For those who 

massively don't want to climb the corporate 
ladder, The Governor of Svalbard is seeking 
a caretaker for the trapper's cabin at Aust-
fjordnes "for the winter hunting season of 
2016-2017, with a possible extension." Appli-
cants obviously need lots of wilderness, hunt-
ing and fishing experience, and "experience 
with polar regions and polar dogs is an advan-
tage." Details and the application are available 
(in Norwegian) at tinyurl.com/hft4d2l.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

Warning: You may scroll more than they walk

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

Researchers working on a glacier in Ny-Ålesund in March are captured on camera by Frédéric de 
La Mure for his interactive web documentary "79° Nord," which combines photographs, podcasts 
and other media into a presentation users scroll through frame-by-frame. The documentary, 
released in conjunction with the UN climate summit in Francem is at tinyurl.com/jleytsl.

FRÉDÉRIC DE LA MURE

COURTESY OF BENJAMIN VIDMAR
How to eat fired worms: They did their 
composting duties well, but apparently were 
among the locals that fell victim to downsizing.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. W winds winds to 35 
km/h. High -5C (-11C wind 
chill), low -10C (-16C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Cloudy. W winds to 45 km/h. 
High -4C (-10C wind chill), low 
-5C (-11C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Cloudy. SW winds to 45 km/h. 
High -5C (-12C wind chill), low 
-6C (-13C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, -5C (-11C), -5C (-12C), light 0:00h; Monday, snow, -3C (-9C), -5C (-12C), light 0:00h; Tuesday, 
snow, -3C, (-9C), -5C (-9C), light 0:00h; Wednesday,  cloudy, -4C (-8C), -8C (-13C), light 0:00h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. SW winds to 49 km/h. 
High -4C (-11C wind chill), low 
-5C (-13C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Major city center overhaul to 
include library, new offices

Longyearbyen's main municipal building 
is scheduled to get a complete overhaul by 
next Christmas, with the information desk and 
city library moving to the ground floor just 
past a new entrance at the cafe in Kulturhuset, 
more and smaller government offices on the 
second floor of the building, and a new elec-
trical system. Work is scheduled to begin in 
the spring, with the city estimating the project 
will cost between 14.8 million and 22.2 mil-
lion kroner. "Getting started on a real library 
is only positive for the population," said Hel-
ga Bårdsdatter Kristiansen, a Green Party 
member of the Longyearbyen Community 
Council. "When you're first starting, you 
might as well do the rest of the building im-
mediately. It must invariably be done later."

Tourist planning to walk to 
Pyramiden gets scolding   

A tourist who said he was going to walk 
from Longyearbyen to Pyramiden without a 
weapon, proper shoes or adequate clothing re-
sulted in a helicopter search and stern lecture 
from The Governor of Svalbard. "We received 
several phone calls from people," said Police 
Chief Lt. Irene Sætermoen. The Russian settle-
ment is about 50 kilometers from Longyear-
byen as the crow flies, but is a much longer trip 
by foot and requires multiple glacier crossings. 
The helicopter search was unsuccessful be-
cause "eventually he came down from Mine 7," 
Sætermoen said. "He had been given so many 
warnings from others that he decided for a hike 
instead." The English tourist was brought to a 
lodge, where he received his harsh scolding.

Spitsbergen Travel to offer 
tourism fishing next year

Spitsbergen Travel is planning to offer 
fishing trips for tourists beginning next fall. 
"Finally we are getting more than us locals 
enjoying the fantastic fishing up here," said  
Hilde Fålun Strøm, the tourism company's 
product manager. But a change in the law will 
be needed for visitors wanting to bring their 
catch to the mainland rather than eating it in 
Svalbard. Cod fishing in Isfjorden has been 
exceptional lately due to warming waters.

A historic locomotive in Ny-Ålesund has been sent to the mainland for refurbishment due to damage 
sustained from exposure to seaside winds, with funding coming from a Svalbard Environmental 
Protection Fund grant. The train cars, which are still in the settlement, are also being restored.

Innies and outies
Exposed landmarks get shelter, 
sheltered souls get exposure in 
newest environmental grants

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

ASBJØRN HAGEN / SYSSELMANNEN

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

If people are going to work to protect the 
environment, they might as well have fun 
doing it.

That was the emphasis in the latest round 
of grants from the Svalbard Environmental 
Protection Fund, which awarded a total of 8.4 
million kroner to 33 projects this week.

"2015 is 'A Year of Outdoor Recreation' 
and there should be particular attention 
directed to outdoor activities in the local 
community, and the experiences of culture in 
nature," a statement from The Governor of 
Svalbard notes, referring to a proclamation by 
the Norwegian's government. "The fund is 
providing support to several projects that will 
stimulate environmentally friendly outdoor 
activities in and around Longyearbyen."

Among the grants is one million kroner to 
Svalbard Turn for a new trail machine.

"Good ski trails in the surrounding area are 
a good public health measures and stimulate 

basic outdoor activities," the statement notes. 
The city recreation program also received 65,000 
kroner for other outdoor activities. 

The Longyearbyen Biological Society 
received 500,000 kroner for 15 guided summer 
trips from Longyearbyen, with the stipulation 
the tours will be offered free of charge. 

The biggest grant was 1.4 million kroner to 
Kings Bay for the restoration of a historic 
locomotive in the international research 
settlement, due to severe damage it has 
sustained from exposure.

"The locomotive is a valuable cultural 
heritage site and famous landmark, but in very 
poor condition," the statement notes.

Store Norske, which is hoping to use its 
facilities for tourism and research as coal 
mining comes to a near-total halt, received 
700,000 kroner for restoration work in the 
abandoned Mine 3, which is now a museum. It 
received 2.5 million earlier this year for the 
same project.

The 33 projects requested a total of 28.1 
million kroner. There were 67 applicants 
overall for this round of grants, which are 
awarded twice annually.
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Small, but on a big stage
At left, Ban Ki-moon, center, and Norwegian Foreign Minister Børge Brende, left, meet with teenagers Erika Gjelsvik, and Johannes Breivik aboard the 
Lance research vessel during their visit to Svalbard in July of this year. At right, Brende and French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius, who's hosting this 
year's UN climate summit in Paris, join other dignitaries for a zodiac trip during a visit to Ny-Ålesund in July of 2014.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

PARIS, from page 1
in Svalbard and skiing to the North Pole will 
present their experiences next Saturday in a 
two-hour side event titled "Seeing is Believing 
– Believing Demands Action. A Message From 
The Arctic." 

The youths will spend the first 30 minutes 
of the event in a discussion with Ki-moon, 
French Foreign Minister and summit host  
Laurent Fabius, Norwegian Polar Institute 
Director Jan-Gunnar Winther, and other top 
officials. Harald Steen, a Norwegian Polar 
Institute research who led year's six-month 
Norwegian Youth Sea Ice Cruise expedition 
aboard the Lance research vessel, will then give 
a 10-minute presentation about the project the 
teens participated in.

"It is possible they will think we have little 
competence, but when we have a lot with us 
and are well prepared we are worth listening 
to," said Elias Damli, 14, who in his spare time 
invented a machine invented a machine that 
creates hydrogen, in an interview with NRK 
this week. "The sooner we start working on 
climate change, the better we will be."

Predictions for a meaningful summit 
agreement range from increasingly likely (with 
many citing the recent terrorist attacks in Paris 

as an incentive) to hopeless (either for political 
reasons or because it's too late to take action to 
halt catastrophic impacts). Among those who 
visited Svalbard as part of their summit 
preparations and how the trip might have an 
impact are:

Johannes Breivik, Johanne Jerijærvi, 
Erika Gjelsvik and Elias Damli

The visit: Multiple activities by the teens, 
all 13 at the time, including research aboard the 
Lance and a ski expedition to the North Pole in 
March and April of 2015.

Likely impact: Among the noticeable 
"civilian" attendees, but symbolic. Getting 
stage time with the host and other main players 
at the summit means their images and 
comments will be in plenty of news reports. 
But it's still one day in a marathon gathering 
where attention will mostly focus on whether 
anything is being accomplished. Still, it will be 
far from their last exposure as they will be the 
focal point of the NRK documentary series 
"Oppdrag Nansen" early in 2016.

Harald Steen and Jan-Gunnar Winther, 
Norwegian Polar Institute

The visit: Many trips by both to Svalbard, 
with Steen leading this year's Lance expedition.

Likely impact: A piece of the main puzzle 
– but it 's a very large puzzle. Their 
contributions to the database of knowledge 
should rival that of other Arctic climate change 
scientists at the summit, but much of that 
knowledge is already known by attendees who 
will be involving in what will primarily be a 
political and economic debate.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
The visit: Standard VIP tour/discussions, 

plus trip to Lance project in July of 2015. Also 
visited in 2009.

Likely impact: Small. His top-tier 
prominence means his observations about 
changes since his 2009 visit will be heard (and 
the photo-op with the four teens will be a legit 
"feel good" moment. But his constant focus on 
climate change means he'll spend most of the 
time discussing far more harrowing experiences 
in parts of the world where entire regions, 
islands and cultures face being wiped off the 
face of the Earth by impacts already occurring.

Christiana Figueres, executive secretary 
of the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change

The visit: Standard VIP tour/discussion, 
May of 2014.

Likely impact: A "blend of tact, emotion 
and a bit of bullying." That's the assessment of 
a Politico article noting she backs steep 
emissions cuts and, during her visit, bluntly 
told Norway's climate minister "look, I am 
sorry. I need to warn you. In my dealing with 
the press, I am going to speak about this. And I 
will call for the closing of coal in Norway." 
Consider that a microcosm of what the 
"daughter of a revolutionary" will be doing 
during the summit. She will also be part of the 
presentation with the "Oppdrag Nansen" teens.

U.S. Sen. John McCain (and other members of 
Congress)

The visit: Standard VIP tour/discussions, mid-
August of 2015.

Likely impact: Negat ive and potent ia l ly 
problematic. Whatever lip-service the former Republican 
presidential candidates and others in his party offered 
after their visit was just that. They're working on 
legislation that would sabotage President Obama's ability 
to enact of the terms of any deal reached at the summit.A 
November Fox News poll of more than 1,000 registered 
voters found that only 3 percent listed “climate change” 
as the most important issue facing the country

Nowhere else in the world can we see the effects of 
climate change so clearly as in the Arctic. Visiting 
Svalbard makes it easier to appreciate how serious 
climate change is, and the fact that the UN Secretary-
General is visiting Svalbard with this in view sends a 
clear signal of how important it is to reach an ambitious 
climate agreement in Paris in December,’ Mr Brende 
pointed out. Norway’s Foreign Minister will host the 
Secretary-General during the course of an eventful 24 
hours in Svalbard.

 Norwegian 13-year olds Johannes Breivik and Erika 
Gjelsvik, 

 In May of last year, came up to the Arctic 
archipelago of Svalbard. The U.N. climate chief was there 
to see the Norwegian government-run global seed vault, a 
kind of Noah’s Ark of most crop samples, preserved near 
the North Pole in case of environmental catastrophe that 
signals Norway’s good green intentions.

Instead, she seized on a working coal pit nearby, 
leading her to pull Norway’s Rajendra Pachauri, chairman 
of the United Nation's Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC).

"I do not know if we will see something from here in 
Paris, but I hope people will use the knowledge available 
from research on climate change," said Pachauri, who 
was visiting Svalbard for the third timeenvironment 
minister aside and tell her: “Look, I am sorry. I need to 
warn you. In my dealing with the press, I am going to 
speak about this. And I will call for the closing of coal in 
Norway,” a tough message for a country she has seen as 
one of her closest allies.

That blend of tact, emotion and a bit of bullying is 
what the rest of the world can expect from the executive 

RICK BAJORNAS / UNITED NATIONS KINGS BAY
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EXCAVATE from page 1
We watch and rank every 'Sval 
and Bard' so you don't have to

COURTESY OF KAIROSTUDIO
Somehow "Sval and Bard" survived enough misadventures to kill a cat, but somehow on the way home one of the dopey duo lost his hand.

Dishonorable mention
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The temptation to use the moronic cliché 
“so bad it’s good” (and vice-versa) with great 
repetition is powerful since, as with anime 
porn, the more evil the better.

But “Sval and Bard” deserve better since – 
even at their good-bad moments (the kind 
where their lack of badness is not good, which 
we’re sure sounds confusing to nobody) – they 
deserve a spot somewhere in Svalbard’s Video 
Hall of Fame. And much as we might hate all 
the havoc those cretins wreaked on our pristine 
Arctic island, we can’t help thinking they desire 
some kind of ironman trophy for making it 
home without suffering anything more series 
than a severed hand.

Still, every vacation has its high and lows, 
and since theirs was captured in 10 short videos 
with the titles that just happen to be the 10 
Common Sense Rules of Svalbard (see how we 
kinda snuck that public-service announcement 
in there?), we feel it’s only fair to pass judge-
ment on them one last time. Here, from worst 
to best, is how delightfully despicable the duo 
is:

10: 'Acquaint Yourself With Rules And 
Regulations' (Ep. 10)

Mother of all facepalms...this is such a let-
down we pondered stamping it with a DNQ 
(did not qualify) tag and changing this list to a 
"top nine" ranking – because it turns out we've 
been cheated and there are only nine original 
episodes. The finale, rather than being a dra-
matic/comedic cliffhanger, is nothing but clips 

from previous episodes that would induce 
epilepsy if they flashed by quicker, interspaced 
with  annoying 
"fourth wall" text 
messages about 
how Svalbard is 
wonder fu l , ye t 
dangerous. If this 
were a promo to 
introduce the series, it'd be acceptable (the only 
other tolerable explanation is their underfunded 
project was completely out of money by the 
time they got to this episode). Not that we're 
filmmakers or anything, but here's an idea: if 
you're going to do a "flashback" thing since the 
tenth rule is "learn the rules," how about show-
ing these guys packing (slowly and painfully, in 
casts and bandages) and going through various 
miseries at the airport (i.e. security catching 
them with feathers from the birds they dis-
turbed, planks from the old hut they wrecked, 
photos from the polar bear they disturbed, etc.) 
causing them all sorts of "payback" miseries?

9: 'Leave Old Cultural Remains Alone'
(Ep. 9)

WTF? Substitute two other characters we 
don't know well by now and this is basically a 
generic PSA about 
not disturbing cul-
tural heritage mon-
uments. Plot: big 
guy pulls plank 
from historic hut. 
It collapses. The 
end. Punctuating that with their characteristic 
stupid laughs and expressions at regular inter-
vals just makes the whole thing worse, not bet-
ter. This one screams "Eeesh, I'm tired. Let's 

just get this series done." We thought they 
might be saving a good one for the finale and 
therefore this was the episode where the cre-
ators truly mailed  it in – boy, were we wrong 
about that, but it doesn't improve our opinion of 
this one.

8: 'Don't Leave The Settlements
Without A Suitable Gun' (Ep. 6)

Something's gotta rise toward the top of 
this list like oil on our pristine waters and this is 
one of the episodes that's not a hard call. The 
whole gag is 15 
seconds crammed 
into 80, where the 
duo snaps some 
photos of a polar 
bear that, irritated, 
approaches. They 
find their "protection" – an absurdly phallic 
Dirty Harryesque handgun only to find 
out...well, it's still worth losing a minute of 
your life for the sake of completism. Some 
might say a true critic would offer constructive 
suggestions for improvements, but in this case 
there's so many comic possibilities for illustrat-
ing the follies of wandering out without a prop-
er weapon the only real advice would be to go 
with an entirely different concept.

7. 'Help Take Care Of Biodiversity. Don't 
Pick Up Flowers' (Ep. 5)

This is the episode where the series first 
enters "jump the shark" territory. Let's start by 
1) acknowledging the insane absurdity of hav-
ing one's "suspension of reality" infringed by 
an episode involving these idiots and 2) it hap-
pens anyhow, within the scope of their 

See MISBEHAVING, page 6

Dishonorable mention
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So…is it good for you?
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

 IMPATIENT, from page 1

Having just two guys try to lift a Christmas tree into a pipe at Mary Anne's Polarriggen, top left, didn't work out because the icy was too slippery to walk 
forward steadily as they tried to lift the tree. Nor did having a third employee, Kinga Roszkowska, top right join them and try to fit the tree into the the stand 
as the men lifted it. So the trio braced the tree against a van, bottom left, with Stefan Baldursson and Adrian Rodriguez lifting it up as Roszkowska tried to 
guide it in. They were finally successful, bottom right, although several branches ended up left on the ground and many still on the tree were damaged.

MISBEHAVING, from page 1
universe. Moreover, its real sin is the endless 
and unnecessary 
repetition of a sin-
gle concept – pick-
ing a flower and 
putting it back. 
OK, we get the 
joke after the sec-
ond or third viewing...or the tenth. And the vi-
sual effect is pretty cool. But it just keeps going 
on until it ends in a flash...

6. 'Birds and other animals are not to be 
disturbed!' (Episode 3)

Everything from here until the end of the 
list is solid entertainment, and the strength of 
this episode are a couple of cackling comedic 
moments at the 
beginning and 
end, along with 
some gorgeous 
cinematography 
of the flock of 
birds who are the 
guest stars. Even a total birdbrain (sorry, we 
couldn't resist) can see how this one will end up 
from a mile away, but the reaction of that dung-
gone pair at the end defies all predictions and 
logic.

5. 'For The Sake Of The Environment 
And Yourself, We Recommend
Organized Tour Arrangements' (Ep. 8)

Great opening moment with an overview 
view of the pair drifting by on a raft, followed 
by a few mischievous bits where you're won-
dering which of 
several ways will 
they end up sink-
ing themselves. 
But then comes 
another boat with 
tourists (who we 
rather disjointedly thought might be kin to Ken-
ny in "South Park" with those hoods). Anyhow, 
there's a great song-and-dance routine, in a 

manner of speaking, before the smashing finale. 
No great moments that'll linger in your mind, 
but nothing that makes you wince either.

4. "Be Considerate To Others" (Ep. 2)
This is where the cluster that's clearly a 

step above the rest begins. The mixture of first-
person and third-person views of a reckless 
joyride through 
town on a snow-
mobile is a con-
tender for the best 
camerawork of 
the series. Most of 
the resulting com-
ic hijinks are pre-
dictable, but amusing nonetheless, and there are 
a couple of LOL moments including our first 
look at the town's "normal" residents and the fi-
nale which cuts out at exactly the right moment 
to leave a scene of mind-boggling carnage to 
the imagination.

3. 'It is prohibited to lure, pursue, or
otherwise seek out polar bear' (Ep. 4)

We can't help thinking of this as the 
episode where we find out which is the most vi-
cious predator: a polar bear or an attorney from 
The Walt Disney Corporation. There are re-
markable similari-
ties: the bears and 
Disney films can 
seem cute and 
cuddly, and in 
"Sval and Bard's" 
world the bear is 
indeed every bit as friendly as Winnie the 
Pooh. But rub one the wrong way, (the Darth 
Vader helmet scene if you're the lawyer, what 
happens shortly afterward if you're the bear) 
and the result is likely to be a whole lot of teeth 
and agony. Doesn't match the other top-tier 
episodes in the number of comedic or dramatic 
high points, but it gets extra points for all the 
costumes in those polar bear snapshots, making 
this the episode you're likely to freeze-frame 
through at least once.

2. 'Contact The Governor's Office If
Planning A Longer Field Excursion' (Ep. 
7)

It's not quite "Flight of the Eagle" (the Os-
car-nominated biographical drama about S. A. 
Andrée's doomed 1897 balloon expedition), but 
this is quite the two-minute drama because of 
how chillingly real 
it is, so to speak. 
These guys (and 
countless real-life 
t o u r i s t s w e ' v e 
heard about and 
who will be watch-
ing this at baggage claim or wherever) get ex-
actly what clueless idiots making stupid as-
sumptions (whadda mean there's no cell phone 
signal out here?) have coming to them, punctu-
ated by the obligatory "animal pee" scene at the 
end.

1. 'Don't Be An Arctic Litterbug' (Ep. 1)
The creators obviously wanted to get the 

series off to a burning start and they succeeded 
wildly, except for the chilling finale where the 
dopey duo raise a toast for the ages. This isn't 
just a great introduction to the characters, it's a 
perfect small-writ-large misadventure that hap-
pened to real peo-
ple (probably more 
than once). There's 
hardly a soul – lo-
cal or visiting – 
that can't spiritual-
ly relate to the 
bliss of beer and munchies in a tent after a long 
day in the outdoors, along with nodding in the 
acknowledgment we're watching something not 
far from the truth when it comes to the more id-
iotic campers. Follow that up with subtle out-
door toilet humor and comically exaggerated 
accident scene involving the tent that's wildly 
effective, culminating in an ominous moment 
of horror for everyone but those two, who liter-
ally can't grasp their fate until the final drop of 
beer flows.

The leader of a Czech tour group that was 
attacked March 19 by a polar bear at a campsite 
at Fredheim has agreed to pay a 10,000 kroner 
fine for neglecting to take proper precautions, 
according to The Governor of Svalbard.

It is the first such fine since changes 
mandating such precautions were incorporated 
into the Svalbard Environmental Protection Act 
in 2012.

The six-person group failed to properly set 
up a tripwire alarm system and did not have a 
person standing watch when the bear attacked, 
injuring one person. They shot the bear to drive 
it away, but officials were forced to track the 
animal down and kill it due to the extent of its 
injuries.

Tour leader 
pays 10K fine 
for bear attack

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Nov. 24
7 p.m.: Candlelight vigil with 
Confirmation candidates. Svalbard 
Church.
Nov. 26
5 p.m.: "Around the World on a Cultural 
Cruise" presented by Longyearbyen 
Cultural School. Kulturhuset.
Nov. 28
10 a.m.-6 p.m.: Christmas market, with 
sales of local crafts and children's 
activities. Arts center at Galleri Svalbard.
1 p.m.: Christmas mile race. Starts 
between Svalbardbutikken and Svalbard 
Arctic Sport.
3 p.m.: Live opera broadcast: "La 
Boheme" by the Kungeliga Opera in 
Stockholm. Kulthurhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Wind Rises," 
Japanese animated biography w/ 
Norwegian subtitles, presented by the 
Longyearbyen Film Club. Kulturhuset.
Nov. 29
11 a.m.; First Sunday of Advent Mass. 
Svalbard Church.
1 p.m.: Christmas feast. Huset.
3 p.m: Torchlight procession from Huset 
to Longyearbyen City Center, with stop 
at Santa's mailbox at base of Mine 2B.
4 p.m.: Lighting of city Christmas tree, 
music, gifts from Santa to children and 
other activities. Longyearbyen city 
center. 
4:30 p.m.: Storytelling for children. 
Longyearbyen library.
5:30 p.m.: Movie: "Goosebumps" (3D). 
Kulturhuset.
7:30 p.m.: Movie: "Bridge of Spies," U.S. 
drama/thriller, no age limit specified. 
Kultuhuset.
Nov. 30
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Dec. 1
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Radioactive plans for Novaya Zemlya
● Kids' climate lawsuit gathers steam
● Rogozin: We must colonize the Arctic 
● Russia rewards weight loss with coal

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

Christmas wish: an answer

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A research team consisting of scientists and industrial experts conducts an experiment at Svea in 
March of this year. Two companies, Siva and Sintef, reaffirmed this week they're interested in using 
the location for Arctic infrastructure and development research. Such activities, along with tours of 
the area scheduled to start in January, are possible ways Svea may remain viable after coal mining.

UNIS

DEADLINE, from page 1
But Store Norske Administrative Director 
Wenche Ravlo told Svalbardposten this week 
the company is now engaged in almost daily 
talks with DNB, which hold company 
infrastructure and produced coal as collateral.

"It is now about finding a solution so that 
the bank will pay less when operations are on 
hold," she told High North News in a separate 
interview, adding she believes the government's 
answer will come before Christmas.

The government's delay is causing 
widespread anger among the city's political and 
business leaders, and making some of the 
mining company's remaining 230 employees 
increasingly uneasy. Store Norske's proposal 
would result in 100 remaining employees by 

next summer, down from 450 several years 
ago. But only about 50 employees would 
remain if the government refuses the funding 
request – which some employees say is now 
feasible – although Longyearbyen Mayor Arild 
Olsen said this week he continues to believe the 
government will approve the company's 
request.

The government did announce last week it 
is providing a total of 50 million kroner for 
infrastructure upgrades by the city and job 
development through Innovation Norway. But 
Olsen and other leaders are expressing concern 
about whether the agency is the most efficient 
means of allocating funds.


