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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

'Longyearbyen at its best:' Modern 
tragedies, triumphs part of traditional 
tributes during Syttende Mai celebration
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Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloudy with 
moderate to strong wind and 
temperatures from -4C to -11C.

Full forecast page 3

Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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See DOCK, page 12
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EVA THERESE JENSSEN / UNIS
More than 80 students at The University Centre in Svalbard prepare to board a bus to return to their dorms in Nybyen, which were evacuated for 
three days earlier this month due to landslide risks posed by record rainfall. The entire neighborhood was also evacuated after an avalanche last year.

KJERSTiN ASKHOLT / SYSSELMANNEN

Alt-white in Parliament
Full body debates revised policy goals for Svalbard's post-coal future 

A twin-dock floating pier, seen here in an artist's 
illustration, is being proposed for Longyearbyen.

How often will we have to evacuate homes this winter due to extreme storms? And for good later?

See UNSTABLE, page 8

https://us-
mg6.mail.yahoo.c
om/neo/
launch?.rand=epm
v8hf4ja5bp#

IMAGE COURTESTY OF SNØHETTA

Related coverage:
• Letters to the Future: grope and change...7
• Fleeing Svalbard is easy – sort of……....11

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

We may be in for a winter of discontent, 
but that's far preferable to another time of 
tragedy.

Hundreds of Longyearbyen residents 

were forced to evacuate their homes for the 
second time in less than a year earlier this 
month due to extreme weather and officials 
said it's entirely possible more will occur in 
the near future. What nobody can realistically 
predict, of course, is just how often.

"I don't dare to speculate how often, but I 
can say Longyearbyen is a place with many 
natural disaster natural hazard around," said 
Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen. "So of 
course for now we are doing the our best with 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Build a wall to prevent unwanted intru-
sions. Give the coal mining industry a new life. 
Embrace the Russians while seeking solutions 
for dangerous territory.

No, Svalbard likely won't look like Donald 
Trump's American, but the proposals were part 

of the revised "white paper" for Svalbard debat-
ed by Parliament on Tuesday. The document  
outlining policy goals for Svalbard is being up-
dated three years earlier than expected due to a 
coal price crisis that has shut down nearly all 
Norwegian operations here.

"If one reads the (draft paper) that arrived 
See DEBATE, page 6

Parliament leaders present an overview of the 
revised Svalbard "white paper" Tuesday in Oslo.

STORTNING.NO



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
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Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

If we got an exclusive with Santa and could 
ask only one question it definitely wouldn't be 
this, but gives us 10 or so and - to gain some in-
sight into this critical part of his job - we'd ask: 
"Is the owner that giant and now illegal San-
ta's mailbox on your nice or naughty list?" 
Aside from whatever glow people get looking 
at what's the world's tallest such receptacle for 
letters, sex toy Christmas catalogues and 
Trump campaign porn sent yet again to the 
wrong place (which, despite the seeming absur-
dity, obviously worked), there's the fact that 1) 
Po Lin Lee paid 500,000 kroner out of her 
pocket for the mailbox and 2) since Nov. 1 has 
been paying the city of Longyearbyen a fine of 
500 kroner a day for not taking it down. We're 
not saying that'll magically make up for all the 
city's financial woes, but if officials take their 
time removing it they could reduce every resi-
dent's power/vehicle/etc. fees by roughly 2,500 
kroner a year. Just saying. On the other hand, 
it's possible the neighbors are feeling heated by 
the bright lights and it's a bit weird she's totally 

dropped off the radar for months. And that, 
frankly, is the truly naughty bit of her box – 
tourists and others tend to drop letters in there 
thinking they'll be delivered and it often takes 
Lee months to bring the mail to the post office. 
Our betting odds: betting odds: neither she nor 
the city does anything to address the situation 
until after the new year (since it's already there 
and 'tis the season).

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Turning bites into bytes

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

PRIVATE

Liv Nyheim, right, explains how to use handmade wooden knives during a Christmas crafts and 
food fair Saturday at Kulturhuset. Holiday events will continue this Sunday with a traditional 
beginning of Advent celebration that includes a feast at Huset at 1 p.m., a torchlight procession to 
the town center – with a stop at Santa's mailbox at the base of Mine 2B for kids to deposit letters 
– at 3 p.m., and the traditional lighting of the Christmas tree in the town center at 4 p.m.

Keeps on giving: City officials are having a fine 
time as this now-illegal megamailbox lingers.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE



A costly savings?
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. NW winds to 29 
km/h. High-4C (-8C wind chill), 
low -6C (-11C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Cloudy. NW winds to 25 km/h. 
High -5C (-10C wind chill), low 
-8C (-13C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Clear. SW winds to 25 km/h. 
High -9C (-14C wind chill), low 
-11C (-15C wind chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -9C (-14C), -11C (-16C), light 0:00h; Monday, snow, -5C (-11C), -8C (-14C), light 0:00h; 
Tuesday, cloudy, -5C (-12C), -10C (-14C), light 0:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, -7C (-12C), -11C (-15C), light 0:00h

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 25 
km/h. High -8C (-13C wind 
chill), low -10C (-15C wind 
chill).

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Governor rejects Store 
Norkse's Svea tourism plans

A proposal to turn the inoperative Svea 
coal mine into a year-round tourist destination 
has been rejected by The Governor of Sval-
bard due to the potential environmental im-
pact of the project. "Van Mijenfjorden has had 
the most stable ice conditions of the fjords on 
the west side of Svalbard, and that has great 
significance for polar bears and seals," said 
Knut Fossum, the governor's chief environ-
mental advisor. "A large amount of traffic re-
lated to research and tourism in Svea can have 
serious consequences for the surrounding 
area. The issue is not adequately explored in 
the proposed plan." The area is zoned for min-
ing and Store Norske sought to amend a land-
use plan to allow other activities, projecting 
up to 7,300 visitors a year would visit the 
tourist facilities and the amount of research – 
which has varied between 700 and 1,500 work 
days annually since 2013 – would increase as 
well. The company announced in October it 
planned to form a joint venture with  Spitsber-
gen Travel and offer accommodations as well 
as a multitude of activities ranging from mine 
tours to ice caving. Store Norske Administra-
tive Director Wenche Ravlo said the company 
plans to continue discussions with the gover-
nor's office to develop an acceptable plan.

Airport alters upgrade plans 
to allow all summer flights

Work on an upgrade to the runway at 
Svalbard Airport, including all new lighting, 
will be adjusted next summer to allow all 
flights to arrive and depart as previously 
scheduled, according to officials. The airport 
originally planned to shut down evenings and 
nights for the work, which could have affected 
nearly half of the commercial airline flights. 
Tourism officials expressed concern, stating 
that one of the benefits of late-night flights 
was it allowed travelers aboard to connect to 
flights in Oslo without spending a night there. 
"Now those who will be carrying out the 
project will need to compress and adapt their 
schedule," said Airport Manager Morten Ul-
snes. He said doesn't believe the change will 
delay or otherwise impair the upgrades, which 
include the installation of LED runway lights 
and smoothing out the surface.

Nixing of jet ambulance blasted: 
'A life in the north is not worth 
less than a life in the south'

A Beech 200 propeller plane is one of three used for air ambulance service in northern Norway.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

NATIONAL AIR AMBULANCE SERVICES OF NORWAY

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Plans to upgrade air ambulance service in 
northern Norway, including Svalbard, by re-
placing one of three propeller planes with a jet 
have been cancelled due to the cost of the air-
craft, according to officials.

The propeller planes are smaller and slow-
er, which proved problematic following the 
avalanche last Dec. 19 in Longyearbyen. All 
three were sent to the archipelago, but some 
health professionals and equipment had to be 
flown from the mainland using commercial air-
line service and an ambulance jet borrowed 
from Sweden due to lack of capacity.

The National Air Ambulance Services of 
Norway announced in May it intended to sta-
tion one jet ambulance in Oslo and one in 
Tromsø beginning in 2019.

"Getting jets into the air ambulance service 
is a quantum leap that will improve emergency 
preparedness in Svalbard," Øyvind Juell, the 
agency's general manager, said at the time.

But in an announcement earlier this month 
only the Oslo jet was approved and the agency, 
in a press release, stated "the flying time for a 
jet to retrieve a patient in Svalbard and fly to 
Tromsø is as fast as today's air ambulance can 

make it from Tromsø." A final deal is expected 
to be signed next summer.

The decision – and seeming contrary ratio-
nale for it – was harshly criticized by emergen-
cy officials in Svalbard and Tromsø. 

"It's simply a black day for emergency pre-
paredness in Northern Norway," Mads Gilbert, 
chief physician at the emergency clinic at Uni-
versity Hospital of North Norway in Tromsø, 
told NRK. "They build up preparedness in the 
south and down in the north. A life in the north 
is not worth less than a life in the south."

The Tromsø jet was rejected as too expen-
sive after bids were submitted for the aircraft. 
But opposition to the proposal was also voiced 
by officials in Finnmark who said replacing a  
propeller plane with a jet would hurt rescue ser-
vices since the latter cannot land at many air-
ports in the region.

Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin Askholt told Sval-
bardposten no officials from the archipelago  
were involved in the decision-making process. 

"I believe the matter should have been 
dealt with both in the emergency preparedness 
council in Longyearbyen and possibly the Inter-
departmental Polar Commission," she said. "It 
is regrettable that there has not been a proper 
process for what has happened in Longyear-
byen during the past year. There are interests in 
Svalbard that must be heard on this issue before 
a final decision is made."
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Landslide warning 
issued to hikers

A 

Longyearbyen Community recalls that 
everyone is responsible for their own safety out 
and about.

These days there is a part landslides around, 
so pay attention.

We ask you to pay special attention to the 
area north of sarcophagus (where the path 
toward sarcophagus - Lars Breen runs), here 
have big soil slid out in recent weeks. When 
masses slipping out it means that the 
permafrost thaws further down, which may 
cause new landslides. 

icepeople

is now the first newspaper in Europe to be 
accepted as a full member of the Association of 
Alternative Newsmedia. That means a whole new 
global audience will be looking to Svalbard – and 
what it might have to offer those who visit. Tell 
them what you have with our extremely affordable 
print and website advertising, designed either by 
you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 
for details.

'White paper' gets its day 
Store Norske workers examine of the final section of Svea where coal was extracted in April before beginning to shut down operations. Mining officially 
ended Oct. 1 and the mine – and the nearby Lunckefjell mine – are being maintained for up to three years in the hope coal prices recover.

STORE NORSKE

earlier this year and look at the political discus-
sion that has occurred so far this year there is 
no major disagreement about the main lines," 
said Lars Egil Mogård, reporting on the debate 
for NRK. "But there are disagreements about 
the future of coal, including a minority proposal 
that we should discontinue the coal mining as 
soon as possible."

That long-held stance from the Green Party 
was actually somewhat in alignment with the 
declaration by Regina Alexandrova, a Conser-
vative Party member from the Troms region, 
that environmental protection should be a prior-
ity as tourism becomes an increasingly large 

economic presence.
"I want to emphasize the government's fo-

cus on preservation of wilderness and the envi-
ronment must set the framework for all activi-
ties," she said.

The first draft of the revised paper was crit-
icized by many local political and business 
leaders for lacking specifics and funding com-
mitments. Martin Henriksen, a Labor Party 
member from the Troms region, said he agreed 
with that assessment and endorsed a recom-
mendation in an amended version of the paper 
that the  the government come up with a more 
detailed plan for Store Norske as the company 
ponders tourism, research and other post-min-

ing activities.
The amended white paper debated Tuesday 

was approved earlier this month by the  Foreign 
Affairs and Defense Committee. Among the 
changes was urging a commitment to funding 
preventative measures to reduce avalanche risks 
in settled areas, and taking a "broad and open" 
approach to determine Svalbard's power supply, 
with an emphasis on moving away from coal. 
Among the proposals suggested is a power ca-
ble from the mainland.

Parliament is expected to approve a final 
version of the white paper next spring.

• Committing to approve and fund preventative measures 
to reduce avalanche risks in settled areas, which could range 
from protective barriers to new buildings in safer areas. The  
Norwegian Water Resources and Energy Directorate is expect-
ed to release its recommendations by the end of the year.

• Taking a "broad and open" approach to determine Sval-
bard's power supply, with an emphasis on moving away from 
coal. Among the proposals suggested is a power cable from the 
mainland.

• Requesting the government come up with a more de-
tailed plan for Store Norske – which is now entirely owned by 
the state in the wake of the price crisis – as the company pon-
ders tourism, research and other post-mining activities.

The amended document retains recommendations to em-
brace new industries such as fish processing, expand existing 
activities such as tourism and science research, attempt to at-
tract a higher ratio of Norwegian students at The University 
Centre in Svalbard, and transfer management of Ny-Ålesund 

DEBATE, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.



Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

A bigly bubble?
Svalbard residents mixed about whether and how Trump presidency will affect area, personal lives EVA THERESE JENSSEN / UNIS
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

While talking about Donald Trump can stir 
up lots of the ugliness among Svalbard residents 
that was prevalent during the election season, 
many don’t expect his presidency to have much 
impact on the archipelago.

Svalbard’s remoteness and unique laws 
means life exists in something of a bubble, ac-
cording to some locals interviewed and respond-
ing to a social media inquiry the day after the 
election that resulted in what the media is call-
ing “the biggest upset in American political his-
tory.”

“It’s like every time there’s a big deal in the 
world nothing happens here,” said Mari Telle-
bon, 26, a cafe worker from Røros.

Others disagree, saying his policies could 
significantly affect the local economy, environ-
ment and national security. Also, even if Trump 
doesn’t end up affecting Svalbard as a whole, he 
could certainly have a major impact on some 
people living here.

Martin and Hella Liira say they have no 
idea what Donald Trump will do as president of 
the United States, which is annoying and a bit 
worrisome in terms of how his actions might af-

fect Svalbard. But they’re far more concerned 
about how he may impact them personally and 
their homeland of Estonia.

“Estonia is in a crisis now,” said Martin, 
33, a postdoctoral researcher at The University 
Centre in Svalbard, referring to the collapse of 
the government as Prime Minister Taavi Rõivas 
decisively lost a no-confidence vote in Parlia-
ment on Wednesday, the day after Trump’s vic-
tory. “But everyone understood what happened 
in the U.S. election was even more important 
than this one.”

The instability may make Estonia the first 
target of Russian President Vladimir Putin in an 
attempt to regain control over the Baltic states, 
according to numerous foreign policy experts.

“The U.S. has been supportive of Eastern 
Europe and also Estonia,” Martin said. “This 
news is making us a bit worried. During the 
campaign Trump said something about NATO 
and we didn’t like it, and it seemed he was a lit-
tle bit too friendly towards Putin.”

Those who believe Trump could have a lo-
cal impact on Svalbard as a whole are generally 
echoing leaders and commoners worldwide 
who say a lot depends on rhetoric vs. reality.

“The most important question is : Will he 

do what he said would do during his 
campaign?” wrote Terje Aunevik, head of the 
Svalbard Business Association, in an e-mail in-
terview. “If so, we all have a problem.”

Aunevik said he doesn’t expect any big im-
pact for local businesses unless there is another 
global recession caused by things such as can-
celing trade agreements (bad) or Trump’s poli-
cies keep oil prices low (good).

“Major changes here could be an influence 
on pricing of tourist products, both are connect-
ed to air travel, not to mention the cruise indus-
try, where the price of oil is one of the main 
drivers for the product price,” he wrote.

“Last year the dollar rate was in favor of 
traveling in Norway, that might change now – 
or may (be offset) by continuous low oil prices 
I understand that one of Mr Trump issues in his 
campaign was to pump up more oil, which nor-
mally keeps prices low.”

Trump’s win virtually guarantees U.S. ef-
forts to fight climate change and protect the en-
vironment will scrapped or drastically scaled 
back. He has, for example, put a man described 
at the Paris climate summit last year as one of 
seven “climate criminals” wanted for “destroy-

See IMPACTS, page 6

A trio of foreign tourists at the Radisson Blu Polar Hotel watches U.S. President-elect Donald Trump's victory speech early in the morning of Nov. 9.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE



Trump brings heat, chills
An article in an Australian newspaper, left, is among many published worldwide recommending places U.S. residents can move to if they want to leave 
the country after Donald Trump's surprising victory in this month's presidential election. At right, for those wondering how Donald Trump might regard the 
Arctic, a newspaper article notes his family fortune originated with a brothel his grandfather opened in western Canada in 1899. 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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IMPACTS, from page 5

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

While talking about Donald Trump can stir 
up lots of the ugliness among Svalbard residents 
that was prevalent during the election season, 
many don’t expect his presidency to have much 
impact on the archipelago.

Svalbard’s remoteness and unique laws 
means life exists in something of a bubble, ac-
cording to some locals interviewed and respond-
ing to a social media inquiry the day after the 
election that resulted in what the media is call-
ing “the biggest upset in American political his-
tory.”

“It’s like every time there’s a big deal in the 
world nothing happens here,” said Mari Telle-
bon, 26, a cafe worker from Røros.

Others disagree, saying his policies could 
significantly affect the local economy, environ-
ment and national security. Also, even if Trump 
doesn’t end up affecting Svalbard as a whole, he 
could certainly have a major impact on some 

ing our future” in charge of environmental poli-
cy. That may be a concern to a higher percent-
age of people here than elsewhere due to the 
large student/researcher population.

“I’m quite concerned about his skepticism 
that climate change is real (he’s called it a Chi-
nese hoax),” Chris Borstad, at The University 
Centre in Svalbard who is from the U.S. state 
of Connecticut, wrote in an e-mail. “He would 
probably pull the U.S. out of the Paris climate 
deal, which would be a disaster for action on 
climate change. I rely a lot on satellite data for 
studying snow and glaciers, and if Trump cuts 
the budget for climate-related programs (e.g. 
NASA Earth Science program), that could im-
pact my ability to get data for research.”

Yann Rashid, a local outdoor gear mer-
chant, notes that if the U.S. withdraws from the 
U.N. climate pact the agreement will be teeter-
ing on the brink of collapse.

At least 55 countries representing 55 per-
cent of global emissions need to ratify the 
treaty for it to be in effect. While 103 countries 
have ratified the deal, a U.S. withdrawal would 
drop the emissions total to 56 percent instead of 
the current 74 percent – and prompt one or 
more other countries to withdraw as well, 
Rashid wrote in response to a social media in-
quiry.

“Either way two decades of negotiations 
might be out the window and it seems difficult 
not to be concerned when looking at the state of 
things in Longyearbyen today,” he wrote.

Numerous Norwegian politicians have stat-
ed Trump’s win drastically alters the country’s 
national security situation because of state-
ments he might not honor NATO commitments 
and his embrace of Putin for being a strong 
leader.

Russia has been drastically increasing its 
presence and provocativeness in the Arctic in 
recent years – including actions in and near 
Svalbard. Norway, which has stated it needs 
help from the U.S. to counter such aggressive-
ness, will therefore be even less prepared for a 
Russian invasion of the archipelago than the 
dismal findings in a “Battle for Svalbard 2030″ 
report released this year suggest (yes, it’s an ac-
tual serious study by Norway’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs).

Such concerns are dismissed by Aleksei 
Frolof, an employee at Svalbard Busservice.

“In my point of view nothing will happen 
with Svalbard,” he wrote in a Facebook post. 
“Because Svalbard is not strategically impor-
tant for some countries and (other reasons). 
About Russia (being) aggressive in the Arctic, 
(more) crap and paranoia imposed on the peo-
ple by the old USA government like Obama or 
Clinton. Russia (has spent) many years in the 

Arctic on the North Pole, at least. And (is) now 
just making updates for bases and (other things) 
just because Russia have much more money 
now thanks to Putin.”

Numerous “best countries for U.S. resi-
dents to move to” articles have been published 
in the wake of Trump’s win, with Svalbard on a 
common list that also includes about half a 
dozen countries. But Signe Maria Brunk, who 
moved to Longyearbyen from Sweden a year 
ago, said she thinks U.S. residents who are seri-
ous about leaving their country are more likely 
to go to familiar-feeling places like Australia.

“I think Svalbard is a big stretch for every-
body,” she said. “For Americans I think it’s too 
small, too isolated and too extreme.”

U.S. citizens who come to Svalbard as resi-
dents or tourists will likely find themselves in 
potentially contentious discussions since locals, 
like the rest of the world, are engaged in emo-
tional and often heated discussion about 
Trump’s Earth-shaking upset, according to 
Travin Keith, an internet programmer and tech-
nician living in Longyearbyen.

“It will be a major topic of discussion 
around town that will evoke emotions,” he 
wrote in a message submitted to Icepeople. 
“Ties may or may not be damaged, if they 
haven’t already, either with others who live in 
Svalbard or those whom we are close with but 
are not here. American guests will have to deal 
with locals or other guests bringing it up with 
them, which may be uncomfortable for some, 
whether they supported Trump or not, since 
these people whom they are speaking with are 
mere acquaintances. These, in my opinion, will 
dwarf any changes that the results will directly 
cause for Svalbard in the near future.”

ROYAL BC MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES

Hillary Clinton (brown jacket), who lost the U.S. 
election to Donald Trump, visits Ny-Ålesund in 
2004. She also visited Tromsø in 2012. Leaders in 
Norway and the Arctic Council are expressing 
concerns about how Trump will affect cooperative 
efforts between countries in the far north.

CICERO
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On a flee spree 
This photo of Longyearbyen from space is among the many being featured in media articles suggesting Svalbard as a place to move to in the era of Trump.

DIGITALGLOBE

Moving to Canada after Trump is tricky; moving next door to the North Pole is easy – if you can cope
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Cat Cooke, 31, owns an extremely cool 
business that books and handles logistics for 
bands on tour. And she runs it from one of the 
most extremely cool places on Earth, emigrat-
ing there in August with no more hassle than a 
tourist buying a plane ticket.

The United Kingdom native is an ideal ex-
ample of what the masses threatening to flee 
the United States after Donald Trump's win in 
last week's presidential election might be in for 
if they move to Svalbard. Dozens of articles are 
recommending the archipelago among about 
half a dozen options, but while it may be the 
easiest place to move to in terms of establishing 
residency, Cooke said people need to learn 
what they're in for living in the isolation of the 
world's northernmost community.

"Even if you have the skills with your busi-
ness that's not enough," she said. "You need to 
live and breathe here because it's such a special 
place."

Cooke started her business six years ago, 
but after visiting Svalbard in February decided 
it was an ideal place to continue doing her work 
while embracing a totally new way of life.

"I instantly got ideas about being here," she 
said. "I came here because I adore this place."

Being in the main town of Longyearbyen, a 
2,000-person community on an island 1,250 
kilometers from the North Pole, presents some 
challenges since goods and facilities are 
limited, Cooke said. It can be hard to get equip-

ment such as displays boards and mobile print-
ers, but she said that's not a serious handicap.

People like Cooke who move here are a 
tiny minority of residents – most get jobs at es-
tablished companies or enroll at the local uni-
versity. But she is the type of person that city 
politicians and other leaders hope will move 
here due to the near-total collapse of coal min-
ing – the city's main industry since it was 
founded in 1906 – during the past couple of 
years.

Because the U.S. is among the more than 
40 countries that have signed the Svalbard 
Treaty, citizens can become residents here es-
sentially by buying a plane ticket and filling out 
a short form at that the tax office when they ar-
rive. But it isn't just the harsh Arctic conditions 
newcomers will have to cope with – there are 
very cold and harsh government rules that exist 
in part because of how easy it is to live here:

• Open borders: You can reside here, 
study here, work here and/or start a business 
here with virtually no official interference (ob-
viously you'll still have to deal with building, 
environmental and other permitting rules).

• Self-sufficiency: The big tradeoff for this 
is you must be able to support yourself finan-
cially. If you got a bank account big enough to 
be a high-class hobo who owns a home, great. 
If you've got a job or profitable business, great. 
But if you go broke the governor will quickly 
exile you – and send you a bill for the ticket if 
you're unable to afford one.

• The right stuff: As mentioned, coal min-

ing used to be the economic foundation of this 
town. Now folks are looking to tourism and sci-
ence research. Which is both good and bad for 
U.S residents looking to move here. You might 
have a better chance of getting a job in those in-
dustries – but with vacancies extremely limited 
it may only be likely if you speak Norwegian 
and at least one other language besides English.

• Sobering reality: You also can't have 
any health issues that keep you from being self-
sufficient, including substance addiction. So if 
you are filthy rich and decide to Party Like It's 
1999 then what goes on in your private home is 
very much the government's business. And 
while those restrictions also apply (cruelly 
some argue) to the elderly and some disabled, 
common sense reasoning does exist. There are 
healthy residents nearing 80, for example, and a 
young woman from Japan became the area's 
first-known deaf resident a few years ago.

• Isolation: This is a very modern society, 
not an indigenous village – but still a very iso-
lated one. There is a supermarket (with vegan, 
gluten-free food, etc. food), a decent espresso 
cafe, a movie/performance theater and one of 
lots of other major things you'll find in towns 
(indeed, maybe more than nearly any other 
town of 2,000 people). The internet service is 
almost certainly far better than that of your 
what your evil megacorporate provider. But if 
you're into big-city comforts it won't be enough 
to offer fulfillment.

• Coming out: Svalbard is a place 
where the population is in constant flux. 
The average resident stays less than six 
years – and that figure is skewed since 
there's a lot of people who stay for a year 
or two and a lot of long-term residents. 
As such, people tend to be more open 
and accepting of newcomers than you'd 
generally find in a small town (not say-
ing it's a 100 percent thing and, yeah, 
you'll see miners, scientists, tourism 
folks, etc. hang in their own social 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

More mass movements?
UNSTABLE, from page 1

UNIS
Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen and Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin Askholt, at the far right of the picture to the left, discuss developments with city and police 
officials at Kulturhuset after an evacuation order for dozens of homes in the city was lifted earlier this month. At right, a researcher at the University 
Centre in Svalbard examines a hillside near Nybyen, which was one of the areas evacuated when record rainfall triggered numerous landslides.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

he resources we have to get an overview of the 
situation and getting a control on it."

 "What I can say is I've seen myself in re-
cent times more bad weather due to climate 
change. Therefore it looks like it's due to be-
come more harsh – harsher wind, harsher snow-
fall, harsher rainfall, it's warmer."

A total of 259 residents, students and visi-
tors were forced to abandon their housing earli-
er this month when more than 49 millimeters of 
rain fell in Longyearbyen during a 24-hour pe-
riod Nov. 8 and 9. The storm, accompanied by 
near-gale winds and temperatures well above 
freezing, occurred after heavy rainfall since 
July had already saturated the mountains to the 
point of causing the worst landslides in more 
than 40 years in mid-October.

The city was responsible for implementing 
the evacuation plan after it was ordered by 
Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin Askholt. She stated dur-
ing the evacuation the decision was made to err 
on the side of caution and, in an e-mail state-
ment issued through spokesperson Terje 
Carlsen, indicated that will continue.

"Beforehand, it is not possible to predict 
what types of considerations and measures that 
will have to be made in every different 

situation, but evacuation may be one such mea-
sure," she wrote. "In any case, the safety and 
security of the inhabitants of Longyearbyen 
will be the major concern.”

Askholt noted she can't state extreme 
weather is a "new normal" in Svalbard, but her 
decisions are based on consultations with cli-
mate experts who rely on past experiences and 
future predictions.

A number of studies in since the early 
1990s have found various parts of Longyear-
byen are vulnerable to severe avalanches and 
landslides. An avalanche last Dec. 19 that de-
stroyed 11 homes and killed two people result-
ed in the commission of a report by the Norwe-

gian Water Resources and Energy Directorate 
assessing risks and potential solutions in settled 
areas. The report, originally scheduled for re-
lease at the end of October, is now expected to 
be finished before the end of year.

Olsen said if areas of Longyearbyen are de-
clared unsafe and remedies such as barriers 
aren't possible the only solution will be to relo-
cate people, which likely will require the con-
struction of new housing. As a result, a large-
scale relocation would not be possible this win-
ter if the NVE report determines that is neces-
sary.

Satellite photos show more than 50 land-
slides and other forms of debris flows occurred 
between Longyearbyen and Barentsburg due to 
the storm earlier this month. Bernd Etzelmüller, 
a researcher at Department of Geosciences at 
the University of Oslo, said in a prepared state-
ment he believes such weather – and the result-
ing landslides and avalanches – will become in-
creasingly common in the future.

 "That will require a completely different 
emergency preparedness than we have today, 
especially in the inhabited places of Svalbard," 
he said.

Alert: A community meeting (in 
Norwegian) to discuss this month's 
evacuation, the landslide/avalanche 
threat  in Longyearbyen and warning 

systems is scheduled  at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday at The University Centre in 

Svalbard. Officials from the city, The 
Governor of Svalbard, and Norwegian 

Water Resources and Energy Directorate 
will be present.

COPERNICUS / ESA
Satellite photos show several areas in the vicinity of Longyearbyen before and after a record rainstorm that triggered more than 50 landslides this month.



State of denial
Many major urban areas are confronting the contrasting – yet related – problems and extreme drought and extreme storms due to climate change.

ILLUSTRATION BY DON BUTTON
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A year after UN summit in Paris, is there any hope for climate change action in the new ‘post-truth’ era?
By ALASTAIR BLAND
Special contributor

A year ago writers, scientists, artists and 
others were asked to predict the outcome of the 
Paris climate talks as if writing to their 
children’s children, six generations hence. 
Those letters would likely be very different to-
day.

If President-elect Donald Trump actually 
believes all the warnings he issued during the 
election about the threats of immigration, he 
should be talking about ways to slow global 
warming as well. Rising sea level, caused by 
the melting of the Antarctic and Greenland ice 
caps, will probably displace tens of millions of 
people in the decades ahead, and many may 
come to North America as refugees.

Climate change will cause a suite of other 
problems for future generations to tackle, and 
it’s arguably the most pressing issue of our 
time. A year ago December, world leaders 
gathered in Paris to discuss strategies for curb-
ing greenhouse gas emissions, and scientists at 
every corner of the globe confirm that humans 
are facing a crisis. However, climate change is 
being nearly ignored by American politicians 
and lawmakers. It was not discussed in depth at 
all during this past election cycle’s televised 
presidential debates. And, when climate change 
does break the surface of public discussion, it 
polarizes Americans like almost no other politi-
cal issue. Some conservatives, including 

Trump, still deny there’s even a problem.
“We are in this bizarre political state in 

which most of the Republican Party still thinks 
it has to pretend that climate change is not 
real,” said Jonathan F.P. Rose, a New York 
City developer and author of The Well-Tem-
pered City, which explores in part how low-
cost green development can mitigate the im-
pacts of rising global temperatures and chang-
ing weather patterns.

Rose says progress cannot be made in 
drafting effective climate strategies until na-
tional leaders agree there’s an issue.

“We have such strong scientific evidence,” 
he said. “We can disagree on how we’re going 
to solve the problems, but I would hope we 
could move toward an agreement on the basic 

facts.”
That such a serious planetwide crisis has 

become a divide across the American political 
battlefield “is a tragedy” to Peter Kalmus, an 
earth scientist with the Jet Propulsion Laborato-
ry at Caltech in Pasadena, who agreed to be in-
terviewed for this story on his own behalf (not 
on behalf of NASA, JPL or Caltech).

Kalmus warns that climate change is hap-
pening whether politicians want to talk about it 
or not.

“CO2 molecules and infrared photons 
don’t give a crap about politics, whether you’re 
liberal or conservative, Republican or Demo-
crat or anything else,” Kalmus said.

Slowing climate change will be essential, 
since adapting to all its impacts may be impos-
sible. Governments must strive for greater re-
source efficiency, shift to renewable energy and 
transition from conventional to more sustain-
able agricultural practices.

America’s leaders must also implement a 
carbon pricing system, climate activists say, 
that places a financial burden on fossil fuel pro-
ducers and reduces greenhouse gas emissions. 
But there may be little to zero hope that such a 
system will be installed at the federal level as 
Trump prepares to move into the White House. 
Trump has actually threatened to reverse any 
commitments the United States agreed to in 

(Editor's note: This series is part of a 
collaborative effort between the Association 
of Alternative Newsmedia and the Media 
Consortium that Icepeople participated in. 
While the dominant focus is on climate 
change impacts and politics globally after 
last year's climate summit in Paris and in 
the United States after Donald Trump's 

See LETTERS, page 10



Opportunities lost 
Many leaders and activists expressed optimism after last year's UN climate summit in Paris, but the mood has changed considerably for the worse since.

The property near Longyearbyen may contain 20 million tons of coal – but mining it may be unfeasible.
NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
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Paris. According to widely circulating reports, 
Trump has even selected a well-known skeptic 
of climate change, Myron Ebell, to head his 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency transi-
tion team. Ebell is the director of the Center for 
Energy and Environment at the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute.

Steve Valk, communications director for 
the Citizens’ Climate Lobby, says the results of 
the presidential election come as a discouraging 
setback in the campaign to slow emissions and 
global warming.

“There’s no doubt that the steep hill we’ve 
been climbing just became a sheer cliff,” he 
said. “But cliffs are scalable.”

Valk says the American public must de-
mand that Congress implement carbon pricing. 
He says the government is not likely to face 
and attack climate change unless voters force 
them to.

“The solution is going to have to come 
from the people,” he said. “Our politicians have 
shown that they’re just not ready to implement 
a solution on their own.”

After Paris
There is no question the Earth is warming 

rapidly, and already this upward temperature 
trend is having impacts. It is disrupting agricul-
ture. Glacial water sources are vanishing. 
Storms and droughts are becoming more 
severe. Altered winds and ocean currents are 
impacting marine ecosystems. So is ocean acid-
ification, another outcome of carbon dioxide 
emissions. The sea is rising and eventually will 
swamp large coastal regions and islands. As 
many as 200 million people could be displaced 
by 2050. For several years in a row now, each 
year has been warmer than any year prior in 
recorded temperature records, and by 2100 it 

may be too hot for people to permanently live 
in the Persian Gulf.

World leaders and climate activists made 
groundbreaking progress toward slowing these 
effects at the Paris climate conference. Here, 
leaders from 195 countries drafted a plan of ac-
tion to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions 
and steer the planet off its predicted course of 
warming. The pact, which addresses energy, 
transportation, industries and agriculture— and 
which asks leaders to regularly upgrade their 
climate policies—is intended to keep the planet 
from warming by 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit be-
tween pre-industrial years and the end of this 
century. Scientists have forecasted that an aver-
age global increase of 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit 
will have devastating consequences for human-
ity.

The United States pledged to cut green-
house gas emissions by 26 percent from 2005 
levels within a decade. China, Japan and na-
tions of the European Union made similar 
promises. More recently, almost 200 nations 
agreed to phase out hydrofluorocarbons, ex-
tremely potent but short-lived greenhouse gases 
emitted by refrigerators and air conditioners, 
and reduce the emissions from the shipping and 
aviation industries.

But in the wake of such promising interna-
tional progress, and as 2016 draws to a close as 
the third record warm year in a row, many cli-
mate activists are disconcerted both by United 
States leaders’ recent silence on the issue and 
by the outcome of the presidential election. 
Mark Sabbatini, editor of the newspaper 
Icepeople in Svalbard, Norway, believes short-
sighted political scheming has pushed climate 
change action to the back burner. He wants to 
see politicians start listening to scientists.

“But industry folks donate money and sci-
entists get shoved aside in the interest of profits 

and re-election,” said Sabbatini, who recently 
had to evacuate his apartment as unprecedented 
temperatures thawed out the entire region’s per-
mafrost, threatening to collapse buildings.

Short-term goals and immediate financial 
concerns distract leaders from making mean-
ingful policy advances on climate.

“In Congress, they look two years ahead,” 
Sabbatini said. “In the Senate, they look six 
years ahead. In the White House, they look four 
years ahead.”

The 300 nationwide chapters of the Citi-
zens’ Climate Lobby are calling on local gov-
ernments and chambers of commerce across 
America to voice support for a revenue-neutral 
carbon fee. The hope is that leaders in Congress 
will hear the demands of the people. This car-
bon fee would impose a charge on producers of 
oil, natural gas and coal. As a direct result, all 
products and services that depend on or directly 
utilize those fossil fuels would cost more for 
consumers, who would be incentivized to buy 
less. Food shipped in from far away would cost 
more than locally grown alternatives. Gas for 
heating, electricity generated by oil and coal, 
and driving a car would become more expen-
sive.

“Bicycling would become more attractive, 
and so would electric cars and home appliances 
that use less energy,” said Kalmus, an advocate 
of the revenue-neutral carbon fee.

Promoting this fee system is essentially the 
Citizens’ Climate Lobby’s entire focus.

“This would be the most important step we 
take toward addressing climate change,” Valk 
said.

By the carbon fee system, the revenue from 
fossil fuel producers would be evenly distribut-
ed by the collecting agencies among the public, 
perhaps via a tax credit. Recycling the divi-

ILLUSTRATION BY DON BUTTON

See LETTERS, page 11
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Follow the money
Both fans and foes of U.S. President-elect Donald Trump expect a vast scale back of climate and environmental programs during his time in office.

See LETTERS, page 12

dends back into society would make it a fair 
system, Valk explains, since poorer people, 
who tend to use less energy than wealthier peo-
ple to begin with and are therefore less to 
blame for climate change, would come out 
ahead.

The system would also place a tariff on in-
coming goods from nations without a carbon 
fee. This would keep American industries from 
moving overseas and maybe even prompt other 
nations to set their own price on carbon.

But there’s a problem with the revenue-
neutral carbon fee, according to other climate 
activists: It doesn’t support social programs that 
may be aimed at reducing society’s carbon 
footprint.

“It will put no money into programs that 
serve disadvantaged communities who, for ex-
ample, might not be able to afford weatherizing 

their home and lowering their energy bill, or af-
ford an electric vehicle or a solar panel,” said 
Renata Brillinger, executive director of the Cal-
ifornia Climate and Agriculture Network. “It 
doesn’t give anything to public schools for 
making the buildings more energy efficient, 
and it wouldn’t give any money to farmers’ in-
centive programs for soil building.”

Brillinger’s organization is advocating for 
farmers to adopt practices that actively draw 
carbon out of the atmosphere, like planting 
trees and maintaining ground cover to prevent 
erosion. Funding, she says, is needed to support 
such farmers, who may go through transitional 
periods of reduced yields and increased costs. 
California’s cap-and-trade system sets up an 
ample revenue stream for this purpose that a 
revenue-neutral system does not, according to 
Brillinger.

But Valk says establishing a carbon pricing 

system must take into account the notorious re-
luctance of conservatives in Congress.

“You aren’t going to get a single Republi-
can in Congress to support legislation unless 
it’s revenue-neutral,” he said. “Any policy is 
useless if you can’t pass it in Congress.”

Sequestering the farm
In Washington, D.C., the nation’s leaders 

continue tussling over popular issues like immi-
gration, taxes, healthcare, abortion, guns and 
foreign affairs.

Climate change activists wish they would 
be thinking more about soil. That’s because 
stopping greenhouse gas emissions alone will 
not stop climate change. The carbon dioxide 
emitted through centuries of industrial activity 
will continue to drive warming unless it is re-
moved from the air and put somewhere.

198 8
Prominent 
scientists 

testify for the 
first time 

before U.S. 
Congress about 

dangers of 
global 

warming. 
Intergovern-
mental Panel 
on Climate 

Change (IPCC) 
forms to gather 

and assess 
evidence.

2006
Congress stalls on 

the climate, 
leaving state 

governments to 
lead the charge. 
California passes 

the Global 
Warming 

Solutions Act and 
soon leads the 

nation in energy 
efficiency 

standards and 
regulation of 
emissions. 

19 92
In Rio de 

Janeiro, IPCC 
agrees a United 

Nations 
framework is 

needed to 
stabilize 

greenhouse gas 
concentrations 

in the 
atmosphere. 

19 97
DECEMB ER

The world’s 
governments 

gather in 
Kyoto, Japan, 
to negotiate a 
treaty to curb 

global 
warming. The 
United States 
never ratifies 
the treaty. A 
developing 

nation, China, 
was never 

bound by the 
treaty.

F E B RUARY

2 0 01
The Third IPCC 
reports that 

global warming 
will likely cause 
unprecedented 
sea level rise, 

extreme weather 
events and grave 
consequences for 
humanity. A few 
months into the 
next year comes 

a dramatic 
collapse of the 
Larsen B Ice 

Shelf in 
Antarctica. 

AUGUS T

2 0 05
Hurricane 

Katrina hits the 
Gulf Coast. This 

and other 
severe weather 

events spur 
debate over 
impact of 

global 
warming. 

U.N. parties 
continue 

negotiations 
toward global 

carbon 
reductions.

20 0 6
An Inconvenient 
Truth, the film 

version of former 
Vice President Al 
Gore’s lectures on 
climate change, is 

released and 
eventually wins 
multiple Oscars. 
Climate science 

enters into 
popular 

consciousness but 
political 

polarization 
mounts.

MAY

20 07
China overtakes 

America as world’s 
largest greenhouse 
gas emitter. NASA 

finds Greenland and 
Antarctic ice sheets 
and Arctic Ocean 

sea-ice cover 
shrinking faster 
than expected. 

Fourth IPCC report 
warns of more 

evidence of 
warming. Gore and 
the IPCC win joint 
Nobel Peace Prize 
for climate work. 

20 0 9
Many experts warn 
that global warming 

is arriving at a 
faster, more 

dangerous pace 
than expected. 
Meanwhile, the 
United Nations 

Framework Climate 
Change Conference 

talks in 
Copenhagen, held 

in the midst of 
global recession, fail 
to negotiate binding 

emissions 
agreements. 

2011
UNFCCC meets in 
Durban, South 

Africa, and 
parties agree to 
work on a new 
and universal 
agreement 
involving all 

countries, not 
just wealthy 

ones, to join in 
combating global 

warming. This 
accord is to be 
negotiated in 

Paris.

2013
 Mean global 

temperature at 
warmest in 

thousands of years; 
concentration of 
carbon in the 

atmosphere reaches 
397 parts per 

million,  highest it's 
been in millennia. 

Scientists and 
politicians become 

bolder in connecting 
increased extreme 
weather events and 

climate change.

2014
Global rallies 
are held in 

2,000 
locations across 

the world 
demanding 

urgent action 
on climate 
change. 

Hundreds of 
thousands of 
people gather 
and continue a 
call for action.

S E P T EMB ER

2 014
In an 

unexpected 
political 

breakthrough, 
China and the 
United States, 
which together 
produce nearly 
half of global 
carbon dioxide 

emissions, 
jointly announce 
future reduction 

plans. 

NOV EMB ER

2 015
Pope Francis 

releases 
unprecedented 
papal encyclical 
wherein he calls 
for urgent action 

on climate 
change. Two more 

populous 
countries—Brazil 
and India—make 

pre-Paris 
commitments to 

decrease 
emissions.

MAY

2015
The world’s 

governments 
convene in Paris 
where they agree 
upon and sign a 
unified, global 

accord and to put 
architecture in 
place to save 

humanity from 
the worst 

outcomes of 
climate change. 

DECEMBER

2 016
Nearly 200 nations, 
including the United 

States, reach a 
global deal to phase 
out hydrofluorocar-
bons, the strong, 
but short-lived 

greenhouse gases 
emitted by 

refrigerators and air 
conditioners, as well 
as reduce emissions 
from the shipping 

and aviation 
industries. The 

reduction is slated to 
start in 2019.

OC TOBER

CLIMATE TIMELINE BY HAYLEY DOSHAY 

ILLUSTRATION BY SERENE LUSANO
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• Quality gold, silver and diamonds at very good prices

• Distinctive watches, scarves and leather handbags

• Diverse selection of  Svalbard souvenirs

• Located in Lompensenteret in the center of  town

We look forward to seeing you!

Gems from a small, independent 
jewelry store as unique as Svalbard

+47 7902 1816 • post@gullgruva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Gullgruva Arctic Design

Climate change activists say they still believe individual actions such as using alternative energy sources can help reduce the impact on the planet.

People hoping to do what pols won't

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

LETTERS, from page 11
“There are only three places carbon can 

go,” Brillinger said. “It can go into the atmo-
sphere, where we don’t want it, into the ocean, 
where we also don’t want it because it causes 
acidification, or into soil and woody plants 
where we do want it. Carbon is the backbone of 
all forests and is a critical nutrient of soil.”

But most of the Earth’s soil carbon has 
been lost to the atmosphere, causing a spike in 
atmospheric carbon. In the 1700s, the Earth’s 

atmosphere contained less than 280 parts per 
million of carbon dioxide, according to scien-
tists. Now, we are at more than 400 and count-
ing. Climate experts generally agree that the at-
mospheric carbon level must be reduced to 350 
or less if we are to keep at bay the most disas-
trous possible impacts of warming.

This is why farmers and the soil they work 
will be so important in mitigating climate 
change. By employing certain practices and 
abandoning other ones, farmers and ranchers 

can turn acreage into valuable carbon sinks—a 
general agricultural approach often referred to 
as “carbon farming.”

Conventional agriculture practices tend to 
emit carbon dioxide. Regular tilling of the soil, 
for example, causes soil carbon to bond with 
oxygen and float away as carbon dioxide. Till-
ing also causes erosion, as do deforestation and 
overgrazing.

ILLUSTRATION BY DON BUTTON



"All hail our new Trumpian overlord – bigly"

Single cyclone thins sea ice 
north of Svalbard by 10 cm

During the frigid winter months in the 
Northern Hemisphere, sea ice in the Arctic typ-
ically grows thicker and stronger. But in De-
cember of 2015, a massive cyclone ripped 
through the area, bringing enough heat and hu-
midity to thin the ice cover and completely melt 
it out in some areas. According to a new NASA 
study, the cyclone that formed in the middle of 
the night on Dec 28 caused mean air tempera-
tures in the Kara and Barents seas region to 
skyrocket to 18 degrees Fahrenheit warmer 
than the averages for the previous 12 years. The 
cyclone originated in the middle of the North 
Atlantic before making its way to the United 
Kingdom and Iceland, and eventually, the Arc-
tic on Dec 30, according to NASA. Sea ice 
thinned by nearly 10 centimeters on average, as 
the energy was equivalent to the power used by 
half a million American homes in a year was 
transferred from the atmosphere to the surface 
of the sea ice in the Kara-Barents region. And, 
extreme winds from the storm caused the ice 
pack to compact as they pushed the edges of 

the sea ice further north. "During the cyclone, 
the sea ice retreated northward, causing a loss 
in coverage equalling the area of the state of 
Florida," said Linette Boisvert, lead author of 
the study and a sea ice scientist at NASA’s 
Goddard Space Flight Center.

– Daily Mail

Temperatures at North Pole 
20°C above normal this fall 

Temperatures at the North Pole are about 
20 degrees Celsius (42 degrees Fahrenheit) 
above normal weeks after the onset of polar 
night as Earth continues on pace for its 
warmest-ever recorded record, according to the 
World Meteorological Organization. Some ar-
eas of the Arctic are even higher, including 
parts of Russia that are 22 degrees Celsius (45 
degrees Fahrenheit) above the long-term aver-
age. Most other Arctic areas are also well 
above normal. Average temperatures in 
Longyearbyen during October were 8.7 degrees 
Celsius above normal, while Svea recorded 
record-high temperatures nine degrees Celsius 
above normal. The WMO notes 16 of the 17 

hottest years since record keeping began have 
happened this century, and the other one was 
1998. 

– Complex.com

Russia still plans to move N. 
Pole base – but not next year 

It appears Russia may not follow through 
on its threats to move North Pole expedition 
operations from Longyearbyen next spring – 
but they are now working on a new location 
that is scheduled to be tested in 2018. An at-
tempt to turn the settlement of Khatanga in 
northcentral Russia into an Arctic tourism hub 
also means it might be the departure point for 
expeditions traveling to the Barneo ice camp at 
89 degrees latitude north. Such expeditions 
have departed from Longyearbyen for more 
than a decade, won't be moving its North Pole, 
but political tensions between Norway and Rus-
sia during the past two years have resulted in 
amended entry requirements to Svalbard that 
severely disrupted expeditions this year. Barneo 
officials said immediately after the season they 
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A screenshot from a video (at tinyurl.com/hjz9pu5) illustrating the path and impact of a massive cyclone ripped through the Arctic, bringing enough heat 
and humidity to dramatically thin the ice cover. The researchers say the area remained warmer than average through January, preventing the ice from 

NASA



intended to move next year's operations to 
Franz Josef Land, but many tour operators ex-
pressed there was sufficient infrastructure there 
to do so. Such trips account for about 10 per-
cent of Longyearbyen's overnight tourism rev-
enue.

– The Independent Barents Observer

'Starving' bear among best at 
this year's UN climate meeting

A polar bear in northern Svalbard that ap-
parently died of starvation is among the 18 win-

ners of a photo competition featured at this 
year's United Nations Climate Conference in 
Morocco. "While it is not certain whether the 
polar bear died from starvation or old age, the 
good condition of its teeth indicate that it is 
most likely from starvation," wrote Vadim Bal-
akin, a Russian who took the photo.

– CNN Photos of glacier taken 75 years apart 
show vast melting

Two pictures of a Svalbard glacier taken 75 years apart 
reveal an enormous loss of ice, as well as a trend occurring 
elsewhere in the archipelago, according to Hanne Hammer 
Stien, general manger of the Polar Museum in Tromsø. "It's 
one thing is to hear someone talk about the ice melting and 
disappearing," he said. "It's something completely different 
to see it in black and white as with these images." The first 
photo of Gullybreen in Magdalenefjorden was taken in 1937, 
the second in 2012 by  photographer and historian Tyrone 
Martinsson as part of an exhibition at the museum until Jan-
uary showing historic photos of Svalbard compared to mod-
ern ones. She said changes after 1950 are the most 
prominent. "Anthropogenic change is the a very hot topic 
and Svalbard is very much affected by this," she said. "Both 
because of climate change caused by human activity else-
where and because there have been people on Svalbard for 
many centuries." A description of the exhibit notes "north-
west Svalbard in the period from 1594 changed from being 
an area for whaling and hunting to become a national park 
with increasing tourism. Despite a desire to safeguard and 
protect the rich area… the area is affected by the modern so-
ciety."
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 13

FRIDAY

A polar bear carcass in northern Svalbard is part of a climate change photo exhibition (tinyurl.com/gt5g9hv) featured at this year's UN climate conference. 
VADIM BALAKIN

SATURDAY
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+47 7902 1816 • post@gullgruva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Gullgruva Arctic Design

icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard
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Nov. 22
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Nov. 23
Weekly women's tour group. Details at 
tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
6 p.m.: Movie: "Umi Yori Mo Mada 
Fukaku," Japanese drama, all ages. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Presentation about recent 
landslides and evacuations by The 
Governor of Svalbard and other 
emergency officials. UNIS.
8 p.m.: Book presentation and signing: 
"Ishavsfarerne 1859-1909" by Kjell-G. 
Kjær. Longyearbyen Library.
Nov. 24
4:30 p.m.: Youth Council meeting. 
Næringsbygget 3. Newtontoppen room.
8 p.m.: "Anføttes" electronica and folk 
dance show by the Dansekompaniet 
Kartellet in Tromsø. Kulturhuset.
Nov. 26
3 p.m.: Movie: "Alladin," hosted by the 
Longyearbyen Film Club. Kulturhuset.
Nov. 27
11 a.m.: First Sunday of Advent Mass. 
Svalbard Church.
1 p.m.: Christmas feast. Huset.
3 p.m: Torchlight procession from Huset 
to Longyearbyen City Center, with stop 
at Santa's mailbox at base of Mine 2B.
4 p.m.: Lighting of city Christmas tree, 
music, gifts from Santa to children and 
other activities. Longyearbyen city 
center. 
4:30 p.m.: Storytelling for children. 
Longyearbyen library.
5:30 p.m.: Movie: "The Old Man and the 
Cat," German children's/family film, all 
ages. Kulturhuset.
7:30 p.m.: Movie: "Allied," U.S. crime/
thriller, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
Nov. 28
6 p.m.: Yoga. Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Obama blocks Arctic drilling until 2022
● 80,000 reindeer starve due to ice melt
● Seabird poop may help save the Arctic
● UFO crash in Arctic sea causes pinging

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

New Svalbard Kirkes Trio album 
uses Mine 3 to add 'authenticity' 
to climate change message

A group carrying torches, above, 
marches from the coal pier toward 
the center of Longyearbyen in 
one of the traditional activities 
during the annual Kunstpause 
festival. The four-day festival that 
ended Nov. 13 features a mixture 
of musical, artistic and other 
events intended to welcome the 
onset of polar night and a period 
of "rest" for the community. 
Among the other regular events is 
a "Hymns in the Polar Night" 
concert, top left, featuring various 
local musicians and ensembles. 
At middle left, residents examine 
historic pictures of Store Norske's 
mining facilities and workers at 
Galleri Svalbard during the official 
opening of the festival. An exhibit 
featuring highlights from the 
company's art collection is on 
display at the gallery until Dec. 31 
as part of a series of events 
celebrating the company's 100th 
anniversary. At bottom right, Liv 
Mari Schei plays piano and sings 
during a concert at Kulturhuset 
celebrating her tenth year as a 
performer and teach in 
Longyearbyen. Guest musicians 
performing at the concert included 
guitarist Trond Breen and string 
players from The North 
Norwegian Opera and Symphony 
Orchestra. All photos by Mark 
Sabbatini / Icepeople.

Goodbye twilight, hello torchlight


