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Odd Olsen Ingerø to head office 
after four-year absence; other 
new senior officials also coming

Briefly

Svalbard issues, ice sculpture 
get some notice at climate 
summit

Web exclusive: Download the MP3 

"Sporløst Gikk Tiden" by Liv Mari Schei 

free at www.icepeople.net.

Inside

Related: Cows 

eating grass 

may cut N2O 

emissions 

- Icepeople.net

See KAZEM, page 3

Workers construct a mining cable car structure in this 1959 photo by Erling J. Nødtvedt that is 

part of the Svalbard Museum's new online photo archive, which debuted Thursday. Work on the 

archive began in January and about 3,000 photos are online now, with plans to expand the 

collection to 13,000. Photos can be viewed and magnified within a fixed-size browser frame, but 

varying fees are required for commercial use and the museum must be contacted for access to 

high-resolution images. The archive is at http://bildearkiv.svalbardmuseum.no/fotoweb.

“

”

Hunger gets them to take 

greater risks than they normally 

would.

- Jan Aars,

Norwegian Polar Institute

Hauntingly familiar: Watch a two-minute 

excerpt of the Svalbard portion of 

"Climate of Change" and other previews 

from the film free at www.icepeople.net.

Russians bring their song and 
dance act to town as longtime 
local diva heads for Tromsø 

Art, mining icons 

return: Exhibition 

and reunion this 

week. Page 4.

See RESCUE, page 2

Knut Reiersrud, seen here at the recent Punkt 

Festival, performs Friday and Saturday in Svalbard.See BLUES, page 4

Biggest blues bash ever
New events, record number of 
musicians bring glow to onset of 
polar night at Dark Season Blues

A cartoon by Leonid Tishkov, an 

artist on the Cape Farewell cruise.

Iranian calls arrest and deportation puzzling, now must fix vehicle

HELSINKI — The Northern Lights 
have petered out during the second half 
of this decade, becoming rarer than at 
any other time in more than a century, 

'Kebab Man' back, but truck isn't 

Web exclusive: Download the MP3 

"Magic Wand" from the CD Snøstjerna 

free at www.icepeople.net.

Maybe it's not the biggest reason most resi-
dents love the onset of polar night, but it's got 
to be a major factor.

A record number of musicians, including a 
large roster of acclaimed international talent, 
will make Longyearbyen's biggest music event 
even larger during the eighth annual Dark Sea-

son Blues Festival. The 15 bands and individu-
al musicians begin performing at two pubs 
Thursday night, and conclude with a dual-stage 
marathon of 13 concerts Saturday at Huset.

"It's the most we've ever had," said Mari-
anne Bakken. "It wasn't quite planned. It just 
escalated. We got a great deal with the artists."

There's also new events, including a Satur-
day afternoon concert in a Sami tent at Nyben, 
and free late afternoon concerts Friday and 

Old is new againCollapse of 
mine 'almost 
unthinkable 
for us' at Svea
Svalbard miners cheer rescue, 
say they can relate to situation, 
but similar accident unlikely here

A total of 113 miners have died in accidents 
in Svalbard since 1948, so when 33 of their 
brethren were buried deep in a mine in Chile for 
69 days the workers at Svea took a special inter-
est.

They watched and cheered along with the rest 
of the world when the Chilean miners were 
brought out one-by-one last week. But those at 
Svea also empathized with the tremendous chal-
lenge of surviving in such a confined area and 
the risks associated with just going to work each 
day.

The Kebab Man is back – but his famous red 
wagon is about to leave the island.

Kazem Ariaiwand, featured in documen-
taries and articles worldwide 
for operating the world's 
northernmost kebab stand in 
his catering truck, spent six 
months trying to return fol-
lowing his unexpected arrest 
at the Tromsø airport in early 
March. Police jailed the Irani-
an native for immigration law 
violations, to the bewilderment of Ariaiwand, 
who said he has also has a Swiss passport and 

has traveled regularly between Svalbard and 
mainland Europe for the past few years.

"I was on the way back from Switzerland to 
Svalbard, and when I got to Tromsø airport im-
migration police stopped and locked me in a 
security cell for two days," he wrote in an e-
mail this week. "After two days I got a mes-
sage from the police that I would be sent back 
to Switzerland against my will."

Ariaiwand finally resolved the situation and 
returned to Longyearbyen a few weeks ago. 
But those hoping to grab a bite his kebab stand 
will have to wait a while.
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Briefly

UNIS students drill the permafrost in Greenland 

as part of a project examining nitrous oxide 

emissions in the Arctic. Photo by Bo Elberling.

Light campaign arrives 

as polar night sets in
Longyearbyen's rapid descent into the po-

lar night during the next week will be featured 
in a global advertising campaign by a company 
handing out free Wake-Up Light alarm clocks 
to residents on Wednesday.

More than 200 lights from Philips Elec-
tronics, worth about 1,000 kroner each, will be 
given out to those who signed up for the cam-
paign announced this spring. The reception 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Huset also includes a pre-
sentation about the effects of light on people.

Those receiving the lights are being asked 
to blog about their experience as part of the 
promotion, which also features videos and oth-
er information about Svalbard's polar night, 
which begins next Wednesday. The campaign's 

Web site is www.wakeup.philips.com.

Glacier 'tsunami' during 

cruise results in lawsuit
Sixteen British residents are suing a tour 

company after sustaining injuries during a 
2007 Spitsbergen cruise when ice from a calv-
ing glacier caused a 70-foot-high wall of water 
to hit the vessel.

The lawsuit against Discover the World ac-
cuses the captain of the Alexey Maryshev of 
navigating too close to the ice at Hornbreen. 
The governor of Svalbard fined the company 
for negligence, but the ruling is being 
appealed.

About 50 passengers were aboard the 
cruise. The lawsuit does not seek a specific 
amount of damages.

Svein Jonny Albrigtsen, above, security chief at 

Store Norske's Mine 7, watches the rescue of 

miners in Chile on Thursday while discussing the 

difference in risks between Svalbard mines and 

the one the Chileans were trapped in for 69 days. 

At right, rescuers respond to a July 30, 2005, fire 

at Svea in this photo provided by Store Norske. A 

total of 25 people were working in the mine, but 

the only injuries were to two miners who suffered 

mild smoke inhalation.

Norway is still feeling a pinch, but Svalbard will nonetheless see an increase in next year's 
budget as research, emergency response and environmental protection remain priorities in the 
High North.

An overall increase of about 7 percent is in the Norwegian government's budget for Sval-
bard in 2011, with the 266.7 million kroner allocation an increase of 18.1 million from this 
year. The government, unveiling its budget today, is projecting a national deficit of 135 billion 
kroner, not including oil and gas proceeds, and is seeking to trim expenses as the country tries 
to recover from the effects of the global recession.

The government is planning to allocate about 1.2 billion kroner to High North regions in 
2011, a 180,000 kroner increase from this year.

"Never before have there been any similar focus and funds invested in the High North," 
said Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg in a prepared statement.

Budget items include a better surveillance system at sea for the Barents Sea region, 
strengthening marine bioprospecting research, weather radar for eastern Finnmark, more funds 
for polar research and boosting tourism marketing campaigns.

"We will focus even more on developing the prospects of this region, with its unique na-
ture, diversity and magnitude of resources and possibilities connected to the proximity to our 
northern neighboring Russia," said Magnhild Meltveit Kleppa, Norway's minister of local gov-
ernment and regional development. "To secure a good settlement policy and increased growth 
in the north, a well-developed infrastructure is important. Therefore the government will com-
plete the extensive infrastructure goals for the High North which have been notified in the Na-
tional Transport Plan."

Highlights in Svalbard's budget include:
• 97.2 million kroner for The University Centre in Svalbard, including an increase of 4.8 

million to allow for 20 new students and to continue a study of new coal possibilities for the 
area started in 2009.

• Continuing a 10 million kroner increase in the Svalbard governor's budget approved this 
year to strengthen law enforcement and emergency response, as well as renovating building fa-
cilities.

"The increase means that the governor can still perform current responsibilities in a proper 
and efficient manner," the published budget notes. "This strengthening will be continued in 
2011 and will contribute to ensure a high level of preparedness in the archipelago."

• Continuing a 2.1 million kroner allocation for Svalbard Tourism as part of an national 
marketing budget of 252 million kroner, which officials said is a 150 percent increase since the 
coalition government took office in 2005.  

• An increase of 435.000 kroner in the grant for Svalbard Museum.

 The Government proposes an increase of 4.8 million to establish 20 new places and the 
expansion of new coal for the study granted in 2009 at the University Centre of Svalbard AS 
(UNIS). Total proposed an allocation of 97.2 million kroner to the center.

As a follow-up of the International Polar Year (IPY), the Government proposes that at least 
45 million be used for a new program for polar research. The initiative is also part of the imple-
mentation of the Svalbard report, Climate Agreement and the Northern Strategy. It is expected 
that the new program will provide valuable knowledge about climate change and environmen-
tal challenges. This knowledge is necessary to warn climate change in the future, preserve the 
environment locally and regionally and implement effective measures nationally and interna-
tionally. Research on Svalbard will have particular emphasis in the new polar research ¬ pro-
gram. 5 million of these funds are earmarked for information activities and academic and prac-
tical research co-ordination under the auspices of the Svalbard Science Forum. Within the 
funds will also be a special one-year grant of 3 million to the University of Tromsø and Univer-
sity Centre in Svalbard, to develop a climate ecological observation system for arctic tundra 
ecosystems (KOAT).

The grant for the Svalbard Museum proposed increase in excess of 0.4 MNOK.
The grant to the Svalbard Tourism continued with 2.1 million in 2011.
Svalbard budget was increased by 10 million in 2010, partly to strengthen law enforcement 

and emergency response efforts and to highlight the Governor's role as the government's top 
representative in the archipelago. The funds the Government proposes to continue in 2011. This 
also means that efforts to rehabilitate the Governor's official residence continues.

The Government proposes to strengthen measures in the northern areas by 10 million, in-
cluding the strengthening of environmental protection work in Svalbard, the necessary modern-
ization of the radio telescope in Ny-Ålesund and the development and establishment of a joint 
Norwegian-Russian comprehensive environmental monitoring system for the Barents Sea.

Ten million to the opening process of Jan Mayen
The Government proposes ten million kroner to the environmental assessment in connec-

tion with the opening process for petroleum activities have been initiated in the waters around 
Jan Mayen. - We are in the process of opening process in the waters around Jan Mayen. For fu-

Chile accident unlikely at Svea
RESCUE, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

One thing many agreed upon is while the 
risks at Svea are potentially serious, a situation 
like the one in Chile is unlikely here.

"Here we go straight into the mountain, we 
do not go into the ground," said Svein Jonny 
Albrigtsen, security chief at Mine 7, in an in-
terview with TV as he watched the rescue. 
"Thus we have a hole on the other side of the 
mountain, and also out of the sides where we 
have ventilation. So we would probably get us 
out. The question here is that of almost all the 
mine's collapse, which is almost unthinkable 
for us."

The most recent major incident at Svea was 
a fire on July 30, 2005, when 25 people were 

working inside. The only injuries were to two 
miners who suffered mild smoke inhalation, al-
though operations at the mine were halted for 
five weeks.

"The people here handled it very well at that 
time," said Odd Egil Hofstad, union leader for 
160 Svalbard miners, in an interview with VG. 
"We were well trained for such situations and 
have our own smoke divers here. There was 
also something good out of it. The solidarity 
here was very appreciated."

The Chilean mine had emergency living fa-
cilities and Svea miners have discussed if 
something similar is needed here, Hofstad said.



Visa woes over, kebab truck next

Shutdown of Ny-Ålesund 
avoided as fuel deal reached   

A shutdown of Ny-Ålesund at the end of 
this month has been averted as Kings Bay will 
take over the site's fuel tank facility from Esso 
Norge, ending a lengthy dispute resulting 
from the need to do pricey repairs to the tanks. 
Kings Bay, agreeing to receive Esso Norge's 
offer of 500,000 kroner for taking over the fa-
cility, backed down from their demand of 3.5 
million kroner due to the extent of repairs 
Kings Bay says are necessary. Fuel for the 
tanks, which provide power to Ny-Ålesund, 
will now be provided by Statoil.

Mold forces residents in two 
apartment buildings to move

Residents in two apartment buildings at 
309 and 310 Skjæringa are being forced to 
move after harmful mold was found in the ag-
ing buildings. Complaints of sore and watery 
eyes, headaches, sore throats and foul odors 
resulted in tests that detected poor conditions 
in the basement in particular, with high hu-
midity and water up to the walls. The two 
units, owned by Store Norske and containing 
a total of 12 apartments, will be evacuated 
during the next month with occupants moved 
to new housing. Store Norske will then decide 
whether to sell the property or demolish the 
buildings and build new ones.

Planned cuts in longer shifts 
upset Store Norske workers  

Store Norske workers are unhappy with 
plans to reduce shifts of 14 days on/14 days 
off and are asking union officials to intervene. 
Workers traditionally can choose between 7/7 
and 14/14 schedules, but the company is seek-
ing fewer extended shifts because such work-
ers frequently commute from the mainland. 
Administrative Director Bjørn Arnestad said 
the company is trying to "maintain develop-
ment of Longyearbyen as a family 
community." But union leaders, in a letter to 
Store Norske's board of directors, state "it is 
likely the turmoil has already led to qualified 
personnel resigning their positions and we 
fear we will eventually get a loss of key per-
sonnel."
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Snow and wind. ENE winds 

to 32 km/h. High -3C (-11C 

wind chill), low -4C (-11C 

wind chill).

Sunrise: 10:15  Sunset 15:07

Thursday

Partly cloudy. ENE winds at 

22 km/h. High -4C (-11C 

wind chill), low -6C (-13C 

wind chill).

Sunrise: 10:28  Sunset 14:54

Friday

Snow. ENE winds at 29 km/

h. High -4C (-12C wind chill), 

low -6C (-14C wind chill).

Sunrise: 10:41  Sunset 14:41

Saturday

Cloudy. ENE winds at 25 km/

h. High -5C (-12C wind chill), 

low -7C (-14C wind chill).

Sunrise: 10:55  Sunset 14:26

Extended forecast: Sunday, partly cloudy, -8C (-15C), -11C (-17C), light 2:56h; Monday, cloudy, -11C (-17C), -12C (-18C), light 

2:14h; Tuesday, partly cloudy, -11C (-17C), -12C (-18C), light 1:14h; Wednesday, cloudy, -12C (-18C), -12C (-18C), light 0:00h.
Data provided by yr.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

“

”

That Russia does 

not fully share the 

Norwegian view of 

how the resources 

in the fish river 

zone around 

Svalbard are to be 

exercised has not 

led to a general 

increase in tension 

in the area.

- Grete Faremo,

defense minister

Travelers can't play golf be-
tween the runways and there's 
no danger of high tide washing 
planes off a sand runway into 
the sea. But it seems flying into 
Svalbard is just as weird.

Svalbard Airport is one of 
"The World's 18 Strangest Air-
ports," according to the current 
issue of Popular Mechanics. 
While other airports on the list 
are distinct for runways on steep 
slopes in the Alps and intersect-
ing with major city streets, Sval-
bard's is notorious for its north-
ern latitude and shifting soil.

"I never thought it was very 
strange," said Ole Rambech, the 
airport's manager. "This is a 
standard airport built to interna-
tional standards." 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Being where cell phones work 
should make things smoother this 
year. So will being near the fire de-
partment.

Concerts are closer to civiliza-
tion for the second annual Spits-
bergen Rock festival, but additions 
such as a rock cruise, tattoo artist 
and fire-breathing band will seek 
to shake things up with a different 
kind of wild. The festival features 
several pub performances May 27 
and 28, and a concert marathon on 
the shore by the sailing club May 
29.

"The bands are a mix of well-
known, popular bands and more 
up-and-coming ones," wrote Line 
V. Roksøy, one of the festival's or-
ganizers, in an e-mail interview. 
"Two of them sing in Norwegian. 

Store Norske may have 
lost hundreds of millions of 
kroner due to bad contracts 
with subcontractors, accord-
ing to a classified brokerage 
report obtained by a Norwe-
gian television station.

The findings prompted 
forceful reactions inside and 
outside the company, with 
renegotiation of ongoing 
deals pledged and opposition 

Charges filed in Store Norske case
A NASA satellite that spent seven years 

studying Earth's polar regions ended its suc-
cessful mission Monday by plunging back to 
Earth on purpose to burn up in the atmosphere.

Some debris from the Ice, Cloud, and land 
Elevation satellite – known as ICESat – fell 
into the Barents Sea north of Norway and Rus-
sia at approximately 5 a.m. EDT (0900 GMT) 
Monday, according to the Orbital Debris Pro-
gram Office at NASA's Johnson Space Center 
in Houston.

The agency lowered the orbit of ICESat in 
July and formally decommissioned the satellite 
in preparation for its re-entry into Earth's atmo-
sphere. But the craft's lasting legacy will be its 
impact on the understanding of ice sheet and 
sea ice dynamics, NASA officials said.

The ICESat mission has led to scientific 
advances in measuring changes in the mass of 
the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets, polar 
sea ice thickness, vegetation-canopy heights, 

Kazem Ariaiwand's Rode Isbjørn catering truck sits idle in the parking lot at Svalbardbutikken due to 

"major technical problems" that require sending it to Tromsø for repairs. Friends of Ariaiwand, who 

was prevented from returning to Svalbard for six months, operated the kebab stand this summer. 

Major changes are on Earth's 
horizon. The mystery is what will 
be around to see them.

An assessment with the omi-
nous phrase "extinction-level 
event" – the same thing that wiped 
out the dinosaurs – is part of a just-

Artists, scientists warm to Arctic voyage

KAZEM, from page 1

Beauty in decay for painter who 
captures unique mining facilities 
from Longyearbyen in abstact

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

"When I came back to Longyearbyen I dis-
covered that my street kitchen vehicle has ma-
jor technical problems that must be repaired …
so the car will be sent to Tromsø for repairs 
and approval of future activity," he wrote. "The 
vehicle is going to be closed for a while. How 
long depends on the authority of inspection 
services authorities in Tromsø."

That means Ariaiwand is spending much of 
his initial time back in Svalbard catching up on 
bills and other paperwork. But the hardships 
are minor compared to what what he's already 
overcome to become Kebab Man.

Ariaiwand fled Teheran 12 years ago, fearing 
his life was in danger due to personal circum-
stances. He moved to Sweden and then to Nor-
way, but in 2003 he was refused asylum al-
though his son and wife at the time were per-
mitted to stay.

His solution was moving to Longyearbyen 
since the Svalbard Treaty doesn't require resi-
dent or tourist visas, and took a job at Sval-
bardbutikken. But realizing he might be unable 
to leave for a while, he decided to go into the 
kebab business in 2007.

Ariaiwand's famous catering wagon, the 
Rode Isbjørn (Red Polar Bear), is a decommis-
sioned U.S. military field kitchen truck sta-
tioned in Germany that he found on the inter-
net. His brother, Mohamad, who runs a car re-
pair shop there, painted the truck red and 

shipped it to Svalbard.
He continued his efforts to return to the 

mainland to see his son, but the dispute proved 
to be a prolonged one. 

Chilly celebrity chef
Kazem Ariaiwand and his red kebab 

wagon have been featured in numerous 
publications and broadcasts worldwide. 
Documentaries available free online include:

• "Varmt Hjerte - Frossen Kebab" (Warm 
Heart, Frozen Kebob), a 30-minute show 
originally broadcast on NRK1 in 2007. In 
Norwegian, but the footage of him 
maintaining and operating his vehicle is easy 
for anyone to follow. At www.nrk.no/nett-tv/
klipp/306378.

• "Polar Bear Kebabs," a 23-minute audio 
documentary broadcast on BBC World 
Service in February of this year. Journalist 
Nick Maes follows Ariaiwand through a 
typical day, detailing not just not his work, 
but the struggle in trying to see his son on 
the mainland and of other immigrants who 
come to Svalbard seeking opportunities. At 
www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/documentaries/
2010/02/100219_fridaydoc_polar_bear_keba
bs.shtml.
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Oct. 19

7 p.m: Discussion of "Tett på" ("Hands-
on") with Priest Leif Magne Helgesen, 
Longyearbyen Mayor Kjell Mork and 
Svalbard Museum Director Tora 
Hultgreen. Svalbard Church.

Oct. 21-24

Dark Season Blues. See schedule at left.

Oct. 25

6 p.m.: Guided tour of new 
Longyearbyen Cultural Center for 
organizations interested in using the 
facility.

Oct. 26

10 a.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 1, Tundra 
room.

Oct. 28

8 p.m.: Book launch: "Jeger i Svalbard's 
Villmark," about Tommy Sandal, a 
trapper who has lived alone in Svalbard's 
wilderness for years. By Julie C. Knarvik 
and Sverre Jarild. Svalbard Museum.

Oct. 31

11 a.m.: Liturgy with substitute priest 
Ragnar Aase. Svalbard Church.

Nov. 1

7:30 p.m.: Book presentation by Tom 
Egeland, a thriller author. Soup, wine 
and other drinks. 100 kroner. Library.

Nov. 4

2 p.m.: Board for Culture and Leisure 
Enterprises Authority meeting. 
Næringsbygget 1, Tundra room.

6 p.m.: Bydrift board meeting. 
Næringsbygget 2, Smutthullet room.

Nov. 5

9 a.m.: Board for Controlling Growing 
Enterprises Authority meeting. 
Næringsbygget 1, Tundra room.

Nov. 6

11 a.m.-4 p.m.: Sports exchange with 
Barentsburg. Various sports competitions 
with members from the Russian mining 
community. Svalbardhallen.

Nov. 7

11 a.m.: All Saints Day service with walk to cemetery. Svalbard 
Church.

What's up

What's onlineThere's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Local board endorses 

lowering voting age
Longyearbyen will join other Norwe-

gian cities seeking to lower the voting age 
for local elections to 16 after the municipal 
board endorsed the proposal June 16.

"It is important to encourage young peo-
ple to more poli t ically active and 
conscious," a board declaration states. "This 
will lead to greater commitment to the polit-
ical issues that interest young people. More-
over, it is important to provide education 
about democracy and political systems in 
cooperation with the school and the local 
board. Such a scheme would create more 
politician confidence and trust, and thus also 
in the long term lead to increased new re-
cruitment in Longyearbyen government."

The test project will lower the voting 
age from 18 for council elections in 2011. 
The deadline for local governments to apply 
to Norway's Justice Department is July 1.

Austria sparked a movement among Eu-
ropean countries in 2007 by lowering the 
voting age to 16 for all elections. Germany, 
Slovenia and Switzerland have lowered the 
age on a limited basis.

Cultural center work 

now live via webcam
Construction of Longyearbyen's new 

cultural center can now be followed live via 
Web camera, according to an announcement 
today.

Still photos updated every minute offer 
a rooftop view of the city's main pedestrian 
walkway. The new center, scheduled for 
completion in October of 2010 as an addi-
tion to the current municipal building, is still 
in the excavation stage.

The camera is accessible by clicking the 
picture icon on the left side of municipality's 
home page at www.lokalstyre.no.

Briefly

Ecosystem generally healthy, 
but concerns about pollution 
and climate change raised

Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:

! Why are half Svalbard's flora white?

! U.N. summit: Save species now or else

! Svalbard seen as global clean-coal model

! X-rays of Svalbard seed vault as art

Another eruption from Iceland's Eyjafjallajokull volcano halted 
all Svalbard air traffic this week as the ash cloud passed directly 
over the area, but the disruption was much less severe than a 
month ago when a blanket of ashes passed over mainland Norway 
and much of Europe.

About 70 people were stranded each way on passenger flights 
scheduled Wednesday between Longyearbyen and Tromsø, with 
Scandinavian Airlines rebooking them on regularly scheduled trips 
that resumed Thursday. (Note: Days reflect a delayed press time of 
noon May 20). 

Air ambulance and Svea mining flights that were suspended 

Yes, we love this country as it rises forth, 
rugged and weathered, but sometimes it'd be easi-
er to honor it with a little less weathering.

Birgitte Bossart, 13, is among the latest wom-
en to stand up and fight as if she were a man. But 
it was the elements rather than an invading army 
threatening to topple the flag as high winds con-
stantly threatened to knock it from her hands dur-
ing this year's Norwegian Constitution Day 
memorial salute Monday.

A midday human train marching through 
Longyearbyen's streets, ending with a salute at the 

The percentage of Norwegian students at The Uni-
versity Centre in Svalbard dropped 14 percent in 2009 
due to a cost-saving reduction in courses offered, ac-
cording to the university's annual report.

UNIS finished the year with a 1.7 million kroner 
surplus, an increase in externally funded research 
projects, and numerous projects and events attracting 
international interest, the report posted Thursday at the 
university's Web site states. A total of 353 students 
completed courses, up from 334 in 2008, but 35 per-
cent of last year's students were from Norway com-

Dave Fields, center left playing guitar, performs acoustic blues at the Kullungen day care center 
during the 2009 Dark Season Blues festival. Fields returns to Longyearbyen this year where he will 
again sell copies of "78 North," recorded with J.T. Lauritsen, at left, and Billy Gibson. The song, 
released last year, can also be downloaded free at www.icepeople.net.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A painting from the 
exhibit "Store Norske," 
which debuts Thursday 
at Galleri Svalbard.

Many new artists, events at festival 
BLUES, from page 1

Dark Season Blues

2010 schedule

Thursday, Sept. 21
- 9 p.m: Ledfood w/Noora Noor. Barentz Pub. 150 
kr.
- 9 p.m.: Cadillac Kings. Svalbar. 150 kr.
- 9 p.m.: Reba Russell Band/Victor Wainwright. 
Kroa. 200 kr.

Friday, Sept. 22
- 11 a.m.: Kindergarten concert by Rita Engedalen 
and Margit Bakken.
- 11:30: School concert by Deadwood.
- Noon: Cadillac Kings. Barentz Pub. Free.
- 5 p.m.: Westby Band. Karls-Berger Pub. Free.
- 6 p.m.: Blues dinner/concert featuring Knut 
Reiersrud, Noora Noor and Bill Sims Jr. 
Spitsbergen Hotel. Festival passes not valid and 
event is sold out.
- 9 p.m.: Women in Blues with Tuva Syvertsen, 
Susanne Hansen and Linda Gail Lewis. Barentz 
Pub. 200 kr.
- 9 p.m.: Deadwood, Blåmyra and Dave Fields. 
Svalbar. 200 kr.
- 9 p.m.: Gráinne Duffy, Bill Sims Jr. and Knut 
Reiersrud. Kroa. 250 kr.

Saturday, Sept. 23
- Noon: Dave Fields and friends, blues lunch and 
interview by Øyvind Rønning. Barentz Pub. Free.
- 3 p.m.: Ledfoot and Tundra Event. Karls-Berger 
Pub. Free.
- 4:10 p.m.: Sami tent concert by Westby Band. 
Festival passes not accepted. Bus from Karls-
Berger Pub to 4:30 p.m.concert. 150 kr.
- 8 p.m.: Duel-stage concert marathon at Huset. 
Main stage on upper floor features Longyearbyen 
Storband w/Noora Noor and Susanne Hansen, 
Reba Russell Band, Victor Wainwright, Gráinne 
Duffy, Cadillac Kings, Dave Fields, and Knut 
Reiersrud. First-floor concerts, beginning at 8:30 
p.m., feature Women in Blues, Westby Band, 
Ledfoot w/Noora Noor, Deadwood, Bill Sims Jr. 
and Linda Gail Lewis. 500 kr.

Sunday, Sept. 24
6 p.m.: Gospel and blues concert with Women in 
Blues and the Longyearbyen Storband. Svalbard 
Church. 100 kr. adults/50 kr. youths.
9 p.m.: Blues jam hosted by David Fields. Barentz 
Pub. Free.

Saturday at Karls-Berger Pub. Also new is an 
interview with U.S. guitarist Dave Fields by 
Øyvind Rønning as part of a blues lunch at 
noon Saturday at Barentz Pub.

Among this year's featured musicians is 
Knut Reiersrud, a multi-genre guitarist who 
has recorded or contributed to more than 300 
recordings during his 30-year career. In addi-
tion to playing with blues, jazz, African and 
gospel legends, he's led world music projects 
such as concerts and albums with female Irani-
an vocalists – considered extraordinary since 
recording women's voices is prohibited there.

Reiersrud performed at one of the first Dark 
Season Blues and, while unavailable in subse-
quent years, wanted to return, said Gry 
Sneltvedt, the festival's artist booking manager.

"I often have a chat with him in Oslo," she 
said.

There's more emphasis on female musicians 
this year, with a "Women in Blues" group of 
new and returning musicians performing at 
various locations and in varying configurations 
Friday through Sunday. Separate concerts are 
also being performed by other women, includ-
ing Gráinne Duffy, who with her five-member 
band will be the first Dark Season Blues musi-
cians from Ireland.

The festival typically attracts an audience of 
about 70 percent locals and 30 percent visitors, 
but Bakken said the lineup this year means the 
ratio may be closer to 60/40.

"There are a lot of people maybe coming 
from south Norway," she said.

Tickets to individual concerts are available 
at the door, space allowing. Festival passes, 
available at MIX Isbjørnbutikken, are 900 kro-
ner Friday through Sunday and 1,000 kroner 
Thursday through Sunday. More information 
about tickets and other arrangements is avail-
able at the festival's Web site at http://
blues.svalbard.com.
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Many of the musicians are playing at 
other events in Norway and perform in 
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