
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Eirik Berger may the least experienced 
politician in Longyearbyen, but right now he's 
arguably the most powerful. And he's taking 
his time making sure he doesn't squander it.

The leader of the local Liberal Party, 
which technically has 
no political power at all, 
will occupy a measly 
three seats on the 15-
sea t Longyea rbyen 
Community Council 
when the those candi-
dates are sworn in as the 
party's first members 
Oct. 27. But those three 
seats will presumably 
determine which of two other parties will have 
a majority coalition and, while the general as-
sumption after last week's election was they 
would align with the Conservative Party rather 
than current ruling Labor Party, Berger said a 
decision may not happen until sometime next 
week.

"We're in a good position," he said. 
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

Bearly aware: Polar bear destroys two 
tents at poorly chosen campsite; group 
also had trouble with weapon
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Weather summary
Partly cloudy and gradual warming 
through the weekend; periods of rain 
and snow early next week.

Full forecast page 3

See MAYOR, page 6

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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month of 
fundraising
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See COALITION, page 4

Longyearbyen Mayor Christin Kristoffersen, background, packs boxes this week in preparation for 
her departure from office and the city with help from her son Viljar Hanssen, who says he was told 
it was merely be a fun visit to see his mother here before she moves down to the mainland.

Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees

Fight for council majority drags 
on w/out major bargaining chip 
as Store Norske's fate likely set

VILJAR HANSSEN

CHAOS CHEERY
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Christin Kristoffersen had two political 
meetings and a historical presentation to deliv-
er to a group of visitors during the afternoon 
before rushing home to "pack desperately" ev-
erything in her house that evening. So why, after 
a similarly hectic morning, was she spending 90 
minutes during lunchtime at her hairdresser?

"I'm having dinner with two presidents on 
Friday, so I have to look somewhat respectable," 
she said.

Kristoffersen, 42, hasn't done much of 
anything at a normal pace since getting elected 
mayor of Longyearbyen four years ago – a 
mere three years after she moved to the city. 

She will return from meeting presidents and 
other important people in Iceland, where she 
will continue her mission of selling Longyear-
byen as a hotspot and role model for future 

After four years in a heavenly 
job at a hellish pace, Mayor 
Christin Kristoffersen departs 

COURTESY OF CHRISTIN KRISTOFFERSEN
Longyearbyen Mayor Christin Kristoffersen gives 
one of countless TV interviews during her term, 
often in settings meant to show off Svalbard. 
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Ever since we started bringing disgrace to 
newspapers nearly 30 years ago we've resisted 
constant calls to be more like whatever media 
format is popular/trendy, beginning with TV 
(short stories and lots of vapid graphics) to 
Twitter (forget stories and newsprint altogether 
and just put out as much unedited online "con-
tent" as possible). So it will come as a shock 
that we're the ones exclusively taking news-
papers to the Next Level with the seemingly 
innocent and blurry photo to the right. 
That's what locals paying lots of money saw 
in real time for about 15 minutes during a 
live performance of "Hamlet" by some Lon-
don actors who apparently are kinda famous. So 
famous, in fact, they of course weren't about to 
make the trek to our Arctic wasteland. Instead, 
we (and tons of other people in backwoods 
communities around the world) were watching 
a streaming video of the play in London, part of 
a series of high-art shows being broadcast in 
Longyearbyen for the first time. A free jazz 
concert last week filled perhaps one-third of the 
seats at Kulturhuset, so this week was a test of 
how many folks would pay a premium for the 
shows. The results were arguably discouraging 

with only about 20 people, but there were a 
couple of competing events that drew sizable 
crowds during the evening. But the real prob-
lem was the, um petrified actors – while their 
complete stillness would have been impressive 
in real life, obviously it was due to a streaming 
glitch. Also less than lovable were 20 minutes 
of preview ads and promotional hype, early 
sound and video hiccups once the show got go-
ing, and the lack of anyone selling concessions 
locally during intermissions. 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

300 kroner a bottle? No punchline necessary

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

A ship is loaded with 16 tons of glacier ice in Kongsfjorden this summer for transport back to a 
cold storage facility in Longyearbyen, where a small group of entrepreneurs are planning to melt 
the ice, bottle it and sell the custom-designed 750-ml containers for 300 kroner apiece worldwide.  
Jamal Qureshi, a New York resident and the project's originator, told Svalbardposten he got the 
idea after capturing a bottle of water from Larsbreen during a visit in 2013 and bringing it home to 
his wife so she could make tea with it. He said an initial production of 10,000 bottles is planned 
before the end of the year and he may already have a buyer for them, as a non-binding 
memorandum of understanding has been signed with a company in South Korea. The 300-kroner 
price tag would likely make it among the five most-expensive bottled waters in the world, but 
Qureshi said there are enormous costs associated with collecting the ice and storing it.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain. N winds to 58 km/h. High 
4C (-1C wind chill), low -3C 
(-7C wind chill).

Sunrise 9:13a; sunset 4:11p

Thursday
Rain. Variable winds to 40 km/
h. High 2C (-3C wind chill), 
low -2C (-7C wind chill).

Sunrise 9:22a; sunset 4:02p

Saturday
Partly cloudy. NE winds to 32 
km/h. High 1C (-3C wind chill), 
low 4C (-8C wind chill).

Sunrise 9:41a; sunset 3:42p
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -4C (-8C), -10C (-15C), light 5:40h; Monday, cloudy, -3C (-10C), -9C (-15C), light 5:18h; 
Tuesday, snow, -1C, (-6C), -2C (-10C), light 4:55h; Wednesday, snow, -1C (-6C), -4C (-10C), light 4:31h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Rain. E winds to 61 km/h. High 
1C (-4C wind chill), low 0C 
(-7C wind chill).

Sunrise 9:31a; sunset 3:52p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Rain puts cabins, research 
facility at risk of collapse  

A trio of cabins in Longyearbyen and the 
Gruvebadet building in Ny-Ålesund are facing 
major structural threats due to heavy rains ear-
lier this month. The cabins on the road to  
Bjørndalen are in danger of falling into the sea 
due to severe erosion that occurred during the 
storm, with two considered at risk if even one 
major storm occurs unless they are moved in-
land, according to an inspector with the Nor-
wegian Water Resources and Energy Direc-
torate. Officials with the city and Store 
Norske, which owns the property, agreed this 
week to find a new location for the two cabins 
but expect they are not in immediate danger 
due to colder weather stabilizing the ground.  
Gruvebadet, an ancient mining bathhouse that 
was refurbished into a research facility in 
2013, is in danger of collapse due to the 
ground sinking as much as one meter under 
parts of the building following the rain. Offi-
cials in the settlement have obtained permis-
sion from The Governor of Svalbard to re-
move the unstable material and replace it with 
a more solid stone surface with a concrete 
foundation. The work is being performed be-
fore winter in order to ensure the building 
doesn't sink further before the ground freezes.

Mother bear again loses two 
of her three cubs quickly

A much-watched polar bear with the rare 
distinction of giving birth to triples – for at 
least the second time – has again lost two of 
the three cubs before they were a year old, ac-
cording to Jon Aars, a researcher at the Nor-
wegian Polar Institute. The mother and her 
cubs were observed by numerous residents 
and visitors in Tempelfjorden this spring, 
when the animals were able to feast abundant-
ly on seals due to a good sea ice cover. The 
family moved northward and then east to Nor-
daustlandet during the summer, but the moth-
er recently returned to Tempelfjorden – with 
only one cub in tow. Aars said it's rare for all 
three triplets to survive, with at least one cub 
usually dying fairly rapidly. Hunger is the 
leading cause, since the mother will let her 
cubs fight among themselves for nourishment 
when they are nursing. The female bear also 
was seen with a set of triplets in 2011.

Bargain hunters, top, line up Saturday to purchase items at a flea market hosted annually by The 
University Centre in Svalbard as part of the NRK fundraising telethon. At bottom left, volunteers wash 
cars at The Governor of Svalbard's garage, raising a total of 16,500 kroner for the telethon. At bottom 
right. students and parents examine items available in lottery this week at Longyearbyen School, which 
also raised funds with crafts, food, games and other activities. The telethon itself is this Saturday.

Green with emphathy
Month of events to raise money 
for rainforests ends w/ auction, 
national telethon this weekend

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Sure, you could go somewhere Sunday 
afternoon or stay home that evening. You'll just 
risk having people think you're in favor of 
destroying the Earth.

The annual charity telethon hosted by 
NRK, which is donating this year's proceeds to 
the Rainforest Foundation's efforts to help save 
rainforests and the people who live there, wraps 
up a month of activities this weekend with a 

trio of local events in addition to the national 
broadcast.

An open house at The Governor of 
Svalbard's residents is scheduled from 12:30 
p.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, with new Gov. 
Kjerstin Askholt presenting a history of the 
residence at 1 and 2 p.m.

A local auction of items is scheduled to 
begin at 6 p.m. Sunday at the Radisson Blu 
Polar Hotel.

Children will also go door-to-door during 
the afternoon collecting donations and NRK 
will host its telethon through the day.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLETONE HERTZBERG
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'Anchor' alterations 
Debate about citizenship for kids 
of Svalbard parents are familiar, 
but the pols taking sides aren't 

Young members of 
Longyearbyen's Thai 
community perform a 

traditional dance from their 
homeland during last year's 
Loy Krathong celebration at 

The University Centre in 
Svalbard. Thais are the 

largest group of foreigners in 
Longyearbyen, accounting for 

more 100 of the city's 
estimated 2,200 residents. 

The local Conservative Party, 
which pledged during this 

fall's municipal council 
election to seek a change in 

the law so children born in 
Norway to foreigners living 
here can become citizens, 

also selected Thai native 
Khanittha Sinpru as one of its 

top candidates and met with 
members of the community 

during the campaign.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's no surprise a political debate about "an-
chor babies" might get ugly but, as with so 
many things, Svalbard's fighting it out like 
nowhere else.

Conservative politicians are enthusiastic 
about them. The left-leaning Labor Party is de-
nouncing their counterparts for promising to 
seek changes in immigration laws that will nev-
er happen, perhaps winning a significant num-
ber of votes from foreign residents in last 
week's election in the process.

Seeking a change in Norway's immigration 
laws so children born in the country to foreign-
ers living exclusively in Svalbard can become 
citizens was part of the local Conservative Par-
ty platform in this fall's municipal election. Cit-

izenship is currently not allowed in such cir-
cumstances because Svalbard residents are ex-
empt from Norway's VAT and a portion of its 
income taxes, meaning they are not paying into 
the social support system citizens benefit by.

The pledge led Helga Pedersen, deputy 
leader for the national Labor Party, to submit 
an inquiry about it to Minister of Children, 
Equality and Social Inclusion Solveig Horne.

"The main rule (is) foreigners cannot accu-
mulate rights to Norwegian citizenship by only 
living in Svalbard," although some people are 
exempt such as former Norwegian citizens, 
Horne wrote in a reply at the agency's website. 
"It is not necessary to make changes in these."

Øyvind Snibsøer, head of the local Labor 
Party and among those elected to the new coun-
cil, said on Election Night the Conservative 
Party should apologize to foreign residents for 
making a futile pledge during the campaign. In 
a subsequent interview with Svalbardposten, he 
said it goes beyond being merely ambitious.

"We often promise a lot and not all of it we 

manage to keep," he said. "But there is an essen-
tial difference to promise that you'll be working 
for a new way and to promise citizenship."

Torgeir Prytz, the top-ranked Conservative 
candidate, retorted in a message this week on 
the party's Facebook page by noting the Labor 
party's position is at odds with their pledge to 
"reduce social inequalities."

"We will work to get a solution for this 
problem," Prytz wrote. "We should be working 
for us who live in the same city to have the 
same rights and we will highlight this challenge 
to top central authorities."

The Conservative Party gained two council 
seats in last week's election, while the Labor 
Party lost two – along with the plurality of seats 
that made them the ruling party. Several local 
politicians from differing parties have said the 
Conservative's appeal to foreign voters – who 
comprise 25 percent of the city's population –
 may have been a factor.

COALITION, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

"There's progress, but we're not ready to reach 
an agreement."

Essentially, it comes down to aligning 
with the highest bidder, although the value 
placed on negotiating issues such as office ti-
tles (the Conservatives are reportedly willing 
to appoint a Liberal Party member mayor in 
exchange for support) more substantiative is-
sues beyond honorariums are also in play.

But even that has has evolved into a differ-
ent situation than some envisioned at election 
time because the perhaps the biggest political 
issue - how much financial support should the 
local council seek to support the money-losing 
coal mining operations at Store Norske - now 
appears to be a largely moot point.

Svalbardposten and NRK reported this 
week the coal company's proposal to put most 
of its mining operations on hold for up to three 
years in the hope coal prices recover, appears to 
have support among ministry officials at the na-
tional level who will ultimately make a recom-
mendation to Parliament. The reports note coal 
prices are expected to average about $50 a ton 
for the next three or four years, far below the 
$65 a ton Store Norske says it needs to break 
even with its current operations.

Store Norske's proposal seeks about 300 
million kroner to maintain its mines at Svea and 
Lunckefjell during the interim. Local Conserva-
tives said during the election it was more sensi-
ble to seek additional funding so the mines 
could continue operation, allowing Longyear-

byen to transition more gradually into other in-
dustries. Liberals said they support local min-
ing, but only if it can be done without addition-
al government funds. The Labor Party endorsed 
the coal company's plan.

Berger said a resolution to that issue 
doesn't necessarily change who the Liberals 
might align with.

"You have other positions as well you can 
talk about," he said.

Berger also isn't ruling out another un-
orthodox development: the Conservative and 
Labor parties forming a dominant majority 
since they have aligned on many issues during 
the past four years.

Coalition talks go beyond coal 
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.



By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Warmer water melts ice faster. It might not 
seem like a team of geniuses would be needed 
to determine that, but when it comes to glaciers 
there were some uncertainties.

A study of tidewater glaciers in Svalbard 
has found the water temperatures in the fjords  
control the rate of calving. While several recent 
studies have suggested that seemingly obvious-
ly conclusion is probable, there was – believe it 
or not – no direct proof.  

"We now understand for the first time what 
controls iceberg calving rates in Svalbard," said 

Adrian Luckman, a professor at Swansea Uni-
versity and The University Centre in Svalbard 
who was the lead author of the paper, in a pre-
pared statement. "We anticipate that deep fjord 
water temperatures also control ice discharge in 
many other Arctic glacier settings."

The six lead participants studied three dif-
ferent glaciers with highly different behaviors 
and melt rates during the warm-weather months 
of 2013 and 2014: Kronebreen in Kongsfjor-
den, Tunabreen in Tempelfjorden and Aavats-
markbreen in Forlandsundet.

Kronebreen, for example, has a winter melt 
speed of about two meters a day, but that dou-
bles during the summer, which has been at-
tributed to other factors potentially affecting 
calving such as warmer air temperatures and 
periods of high rainfall, according to the study.

"Despite their diverse dynamic behaviors 
and fjord settings, the magnitudes of these 
(calving) rates are notably comparable, and 
their seasonal patterns very similar," the study 
notes. "Rates for all three glaciers peak in 
September and October, and continue at a high 
level well after air temperature has fallen con-
sistently below 0°C."

Finlo Cottier, a researcher at Scottish Asso-
ciation for Marine Science, said in a statement 
the results "resolve the debate over the compet-
ing influences of ocean versus air temperature 
on glacial calving."

The study was published in the open-ac-
cess journal Nature Communications and is 
available at tinyurl.com/o7d5egq.
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EXCAVATE from page 1

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's an itty-bitty problem, except it so mas-
sively is not.

Microplastics, tiny particles accumulating 
at alarming rates in oceans and large lakes 
worldwide, were found in nearly every sample 
of water taken during the first study of them in 
waters south and southwest of Svalbard.

The particles were found both just below 
the surface (16 cm deep) and in the subsurface 

(six meters deep), although they were far more 
prevalent in deeper waters. Ninety-five percent 
of the microplastics were fibers apparently bro-
ken-down from larger plastic items, most of 
which likely coming from vessels in the area 
and debris drifting long distances in the ocean.

Microplastics, often are so small they're 
difficult to see without a microscope, are con-
sidered a threat because they're easily ingested 
unknowingly by marine species, resulting in 
trigger events up the food chain. 

The study, published in the open-access 
journal Nature Scientific Reports, is available at 
tinyurl.com/o5fbc5y

Getting into hot water
Glacier calving controlled by 
water temperatures – yes, there 
was legit scientific doubt about it

UNIS

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

So tiny, yet so huge
First study of microplastics in 
Svalbard's waters shows they're 
everywhere, especially deep

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A chart uses boxes to show the density of 
microplastics in Svalbard's waters at the surface 
(left) and at a depth of six meters (right). The 
colors indicate the waters' temperatures.

ARCGIS

A section of 
Tunabreen calves into 
Tempelfjorden as 
researchers observe it 
during warm weather 
months as part of a 
study to determine the 
effect on water 
temperatures on the 
rate calving occurs. 
Tunabreen was the 
slowest-moving 
glacier of the three in 
the study, moving an 
average of 20 
centimeters a day 
during winter and 
reaching a peak of 
one meter a day in 
October. But the 
influence of water 
temperatures on the 
glacier's calving rate 
matched that of the 
other glaciers that 
moved at speeds of 
up to four meters per 
day.

A researcher set up equipment to monitor Kronebreen in May in 2014 as part of a study to determine the causes of glacial calving and its sea impacts.
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Hellish pace, heavenly job
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

MAYOR, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Hair stylist Angelina 
Voronina, left, makes 
Longyearbyen Mayor 
Christin Kristoffersen 

look "respectable" 
enough to greet to 

world leaders shortly 
before the politician 

packed the last of her 
belongings as she 

prepares to move to 
the mainland. 

Kristoffersen, who 
sent and received 

text messages 
throughout the 

appointment, said 
she has also used 

the hair stylists at the 
salon to test 

speeches written 
while she's sitting in 

the chair.  

Arctic industries, near the end of the month to 
hand over her gavel to her successor.

She spent the appointment at her hairdress-
er triple-tasking in her chair, constantly receiv-
ing and sending texts while submitting to an-
other of the innumerable interviews that are in-
evitable as part of her departure. But the immo-
bile whirlwind is nothing new for her or those 
making her presentable for some of the world's 
most powerful and famous people.

"I've had meetings here," she said. "I've 
written speeches here. They're wonderful peo-
ple who know my life is insane."

"This is Longyearbyen to me," she said. 
"This is why I love Longyearbyen and why I 
love to live here. One of the reasons, anyways."

Kristoffersen, who moved with her family 
to become a researcher and teacher at The Uni-
versity Centre in Svalbard, said "I never 
thought to run when I came here." But she was 
urged to by her predecessor Kjell Mork and, 
while she said the request was "very strange to 
me," after talking to residents decided to take 
on the challenge.

"They said I should run because I had a way 
of dealing with people that they liked," she said.

Although she's embraced most of the chaos 
during the past four years, her first months in 
office were the darkest as her two sons both 
sustained injuries –nearly fatal to one of them – 
during the mass shooting at Utøya that killed 69 
people about two months before the election.

"I think the worst moment was when I was 

standing by Utøya and heard the shots," she 
said. "Standing there having that conversation 
with my son and not being able to do anything, 
that was the worst moment of my life."

But the work of leading Longyearbyen had 
to – and did – go on, with Kristoffersen meet-
ings with officials in the hallways of the hospi-
tal in Oslo where her oldest son, Viljar 
Hanssen, then 17, spent months recovering. She 
also had to shuttle frequently between the hos-
pital and Longyearbyen for council meetings 
and to attend to other local business.

Her travels since have been far more enjoy-
able, and arguably productive, as international 
communities are increasingly expressing an in-
terest in Longyearbyen's evolution as a commu-
nity in an extreme environment.

"I think we've had an international break-
through for being an international voice of Arc-
tic development," she said.

Kristoffersen is departing office during a 
time when the community is also in chaos – 
and not in a good way – due to the year-old 
economic crisis at Store Norske that may result 
in more than a quarter of the city's 2,200 resi-
dents leaving in the near future due to layoffs. 
Much of her final year in office was spent lob-
bying officials at the national level for a finan-
cial support package, approved earlier this year 
by Parliament that was supposed to keep the 
coal company solvent until the end of 2016.

But Kristoffersen said the Longyearbyen 
Community Council has achieved a number of 
major goals during the past four years under her 
leadership, including expanding its influence 
with national officials who ultimately have ju-
risdiction over the archipelago. That will be 
critical when it comes to getting support for 
transitioning to industries beyond coal mining 
such as offering industrial training and research 
facilities for other Arctic communities, tourism 
and scientific research.
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Oct. 13
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
7:30 p.m.: Longyearbyen Photo Club 
members' meeting. Arts and crafts 
center at Galleri Svalbard.
Oct. 14
12:30 p.m.: Lecture: "Transitioning From 
Coal – An Invitation to Use Svea as a 
Base For Research and Academic Work" 
by Aleksander Askeland of Store Norske. 
UNIS.
4-8 p.m.: Student crafts, performances, 
lottery and reindeer stew to raise money 
for annual NRK telethon. Longyearbyen 
School.
6 p.m.: Movie: "Maze Runner: The 
Scorch Trials," U.S. action/adventure, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
Oct. 15
7 p.m.: Presentations of Russia's history 
in Svalbard by officials from Svalbard 
Museum and The Governor of Svalbard. 
Svalbard Museum.
8 p.m.: Live broadcast: "Hamlet," by the  
National Theatre in London. Kulturhuset.
10 p.m.: Concert: "Isbjarn Abl'us," 
Icelandic folk and blues. Mary Ann's 
Polarrigg. Free.
Oct. 16
5 p.m.: LybLan, network gaming 
tournament for youths. Kulturhuset.
5 p.m.: Russian arts and crafts 
workshops, including drawing, toy and 
doll making. Hostel Russkiy Dom. 
Suitable for adult and children. Free 
materials provided.
Oct. 17
12:30-3 p.m.: Open house at governor's 
residence w/presentation of building's 
history by Gov.  Kjerstin Askholt at 1 and 
2 p.m. Fundraiser for NRK telethon.
2 p.m.: Russian arts and crafts 
workshops. Hostel Russkiy Dom.
6 p.m.: Auction to raise funds for annual 
NRK telethon. Radisson.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Will these cities be underwater by 2200?
● Food chain collapse predicted in oceans
● Russia fights Novaya Zemlya 'terrorists'
● Refugees hitch ride with polar bear

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

A rescue helicopter, above, 
hovers above a trawler that 

caught fire Sunday night with 
19 people aboard. They were 

able to extinguish the fire 
before officials arrived, 

according to The Norwegian 
Coast Guard. At right, officials 

examine smoke and water 
damage to the vessel.

Loaded (differently) for bear

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

On the back page, not the front because wits

Count Dirty Harry among those likely to 
approve of new rules for weapons that can be 
used for polar bear protection enacted this 
week by The Governor of Svalbard.

"These guidelines generally continue 
current practices, but include new requirements 
for one-handed weapons that can be used for 
polar bear protection," a statement by the 
governor's office notes.

"Among other things, there are now 
requirements of documented shooting activity 
in an approved shooting association to 
continue to have one-handed weapons," the 
statement notes. "If this is complied with, those 
who have permission for competition and 

practice weapons can apply to the governor for 
permission to also use such weapons for 
protection against polar bears." 

The new requirements do not apply to 
those who are authorized to carry handguns for 
work-related purposes or for trappers.

Youths ages 16 to 18 are also now allowed 
to rent signal pistols under certain conditions. 
It is also now legal to sell and import rubber 
bullets for shotguns.

"Pepper spray is, however, not permitted. 
The governor is working on an assessment of 
whether this should be allowed in the future."


