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Weather summary
Cloudy w/ rain at times this week,  
moderate winds and temperatures a 
few degrees above freezing.  

Full forecast page 3

Waste of a shot: Photographer calls deer's  
suffering 'shocking, unnecessary and fatal' 
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Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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Coal prices 
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ARCTIC ACTION
Wathiq Al-Ameri and Ali Al Fatlawi play tug-of-war with a banner as part of their performance in front of a glacier during the 2015 Arctic Action festival

An "L.A. crime reporter" busts the FBI for 
leaving behind a flip-flop on foreign soil.

KJERSTiN ASKHOLT / SYSSELMANNEN

See and sea rescue 
Ship with VIPs rescues Noorderlicht on way to Ny-Åleund summit

Mark Drinkwater, head of the European Space 
Agency's science division, shows a poster 
featuring the ocean to Norway's Crown Prince 
Haakon during the Ny-Ålesund Symposium.

'Crazy' overtakes quality as ten live performance artists squeezed into nine-day Arctic Action festival

See PERFORMANCE, page 4

https://us-
mg6.mail.yahoo.c
om/neo/
launch?.rand=epm
v8hf4ja5bp#

OLAV HEIAN-ENGDAL / THE ROYAL COURT

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Quality (and quirky) art – such as a guy 
being buried alive in coal – was the emphasis 

when it debuted last year. This year they're 
just rushing impulsively through things all at 
once.

But that won't mean it's necessary less 

artistic – just a very different form of the live 
performance art by ten people featured at the 
second Arctic Action festival starting Tuesday. 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The plan was to discuss rescuing the sea, 
but it turned out a rescue at sea was necessary 
first.

Political, scientific and other leaders en 
route to this year's Ny-Ålesund Symposium 
aboard The Governor of Svalbard's Polarsyssel 
made a detour Sunday night when the 106-

year-old Noorderlicht sailing vessel ran 
aground with 23 people onboard. The 
governor's ship towed the historic vessel into 
safe water, with the latter suffering no apparent 
damage.

"The sailboat with the passengers is safe and 
anchored inshore, while we go now offshore go-
ing to Ny-Ålesund," wrote Norwegian Minister 

POLARIZING ART



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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to express your wrath
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We're not always intentionally evil – every 
once is while we just bumble into committing 
some dastardly deed. Such was the case this 
week after watching the most recent episode of 
that BBC docu-soap, which featured a scene 
best described as "Arctic Kitchen Nightmares," 
where lodge owner Mary-Ann Dalhe and a new 
chef have a rather nasty "you're fired" 
argument. I wrote in my liveblog I was sure lo-
cals would largely come down on her side, but 
after talking to a few people the day after was 
surprised to hear the opposite. So I posted the 
"does she come off as a heroine or bitch" ques-
tion on a community Facebook and…whoa, did 
it stir up a shitstorm, with nearly all of the con-
tempt aimed at me. "Would you be okey with 
someone here in town posting a question like: 

'do you think Mark seems like a total asshole?'" 
one respondent wrote. Another: "Go throw your 
dogshit on someone else's porch. Preferably 
your own." The post was deleted less than a 
day after it appeared when the administrator de-
cided things had gotten out of hand. But for the 
sake of telling "the rest of the story" here's my 
final comment before that happened: "In what I 
hope is my final word about all this, I stopped 
by Mary-Ann's this afternoon so she could yell 
at me if so inclined (which is exactly how I put 
it to her). Aside from learning a few more de-
tails about why the scene in question isn't en-
tirely 'real,' I'll keep the rest of what we talked 
about between me and her. Except to note she 
does have a new chef and she is going on holi-
day for a month beginning Monday. So at least 
that part of the 'story' ended well."

tinyurl.com/j4r3zbp
Commentator and writer Julia Pistell, New England Pub-

lic Radio, 

But forget the climate change conspiracy and focus on a 
scandal that really matters: the governor has sent out an an-
nual reminder that hunters have to hand over one wing from 
every bird killed so scientists can "research" it. science con-
spiracy 

grouse wings

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Unhappy hunting

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE
Two reindeer entangled in cables are among the four 
that were killed due to such incidents to within a week 

of each other this month near Longyearbyen, 
according to Leif Nilsen, a police officer for The 

Governor of Svalbard. "Reindeer are very troubled 
and tormented by the junk hanging in their antlers, 

and get very stressed out," he said. "There is also a 
risk that it will get stuck in the mud or entangled with 

other animals. It is for animal's welfare we choose 
euthanasia." Photos by Leif Nilsen / Sysselmannen. 

Nothing to be happy about: While it's good we 
can do something useful, we'd rather it not be this.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain. Variable winds to 39 km/
h. High 5C (1C wind chill), low 
2C (-1C wind chill).

Sunrise: 6:24a; sunset: 7:13p 

Thursday
Cloudy. NE winds to 35 km/h. 
High 3C (0C wind chill), low 
1C (-2C wind chill).

Sunrise: 6:31a; sunset: 7:05p 

Saturday
Cloudy. NW winds to 18 km/h. 
High 5C (2C wind chill), low 
4C (1C wind chill).

Sunrise: 6:45a; sunset: 6:50p
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, 5C (3C), 3C (1C), light 11:50h; Monday, cloudy, 5C (3C), 3C (0C), light 11:35h; Tuesday, rain, 
7C (6C), 6C (3C), light 11:20h; Wednesday, cloudy, 6C (4C), 4C (0C), light 11:05h

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Rain. NW winds to 18 km/h. 
High 4C (2C wind chill), low 
1C (-2C wind chill).

Sunrise: 6:38a; sunset: 6:58p 

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

NVE: 'We did not abandon 
Longyearbyen' before Dec. 19 

The Norwegian Water Resources and Ener-
gy Directorate (NVE), which was given the re-
sponsibility for avalanche prevention in 
Longyearbyen in 2013, is denying it failed to 
take sufficient action to minimize the impact of 
a massive avalanche last Dec. 19. But the agen-
cy, during a 2014 meeting with local emergen-
cy officials and others, stated "it is currently not 
a priority (to establish) an alert for flood and 
avalanche dangers in the form that is estab-
lished on mainland Norway, and there are no 
plans for such notifications," according to min-
utes of the meeting obtained by Svalbard-
posten.  Knut Aune Hoseth, acting manager for 
NVE's northern region, said the agency had in-
sufficient data suggesting Svalbard should be a 
priority. "On the mainland, there is a far more 
developed system for climate data," he said. 
The NVE did establish a pilot project to moni-
tor avalanche hazards during the winter of 
2014/15 and helped establish a full-scale moni-
toring system after the Dec. 19 avalanche. 
When asked if the system should have existed 
beforehand, Hoseth said "we have from the 
time we took over responsibility worked active-
ly and very coherently on the main areas that 
we are working on the mainland."

You can now ignore glacier, 
surf the internet in Isfjorden 

It's now possible to call and surf the inter-
net in most of Isfjorden and many other areas 
outside Longyearbyen after the last of a series 
of 4G transmitters was installed this month by 
Telenor Norway. "If we leave Svea out, we 
have upgraded all the base stations we have 
on Svalbard to 4G," said Bjørn Amundsen, the 
company's managing director. The final in-
stallation on Skolten, the highest point with a 
transmitter, will at least in theory offer cover-
age to the Noorderlicht ship when it is frozen 
into the ice of Isfjorden during the winter. Ad-
justments have also been made to allow cov-
erage at Longyearbyen's shooting range, and 
the long-deprived Russian settlement of Bar-
entsburg now has a transmitter on Trust Ar-
tikugol's administrative building. Amundsen 
said the company is still evaluating whether to 
install a transmitter at Isfjord Radio before 
snowmobile season starts.

More ways than ever to get 
hungover during annual 
Oktoberfest beginning Thursday

Chocolates made with beer are among the many ways to get soused during this week's Oktoberfest.

Sweet and sour
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Drinking more than 60 types of beer, loud 
music until way past midnight, a long boat ride 
beginning early in the morning – what could 
possibly go wrong?

Oh, and that box of beer-infused chocolates 
you ate after dinner probably won't make things 
any easier.

An inevitable number of hangovers will 
again accompany the merriment during the 
world's northernmost Oktoberfest beginning 
Thursday. The three-day festival, now in its 
eighth year, features food and music in a beer 
tent in the parking lot of the Radisson Polar Blu 
Hotel, formal dinners featuring different local 
and regional beer makers in the hotel's restau-
rant nightly, daylong cruises to Barentsburg on 
Friday and Saturday, and midnight concerts 
daily in Barentz Pub.

The festival begins at 5 p.m. Thursday with 
a parade through Longyearbyen starting at the 
beer tent. The official opening ceremony is in 
the tent at 6 p.m., with music by A Taste Of 
Karlsen, Spitsbergen Scnapskappelle, the Store 

Norske Men's Choir and the Norwegian rock 
band Return starting at 6:15 p.m.

Svalbard Bryggeri, which has expanded its 
product line to five varieties during the past 
year, will be featured during Thursday's beer 
maker's dinner, which includes "a three-course 
meal with tailored beer developed and adapted 
to the different brewery production," according 
to the festival's program. Macks Ølbryggeri 
will be featured Friday night and Ægir Bryggeri  
on Saturday. All three will participate in a beer 
tasting and presentation at 1 p.m. Saturday.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Still-sober revelers in not-so-sober outfits work up 
a thirst during a parade through Longyearbyen at 
the beginning of last year's Oktoberfest.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE



Nigel Rolfe drags an unconventional sled across Adventdalen during the 2015 Arctic Action festival. Online videos of all participants are part of the event.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Action emphasis of whirlwind art fest 
ARCTIC ACTION

Landslide warning 
issued to hikers

A 

Longyearbyen Community recalls that 
everyone is responsible for their own safety out 
and about.

These days there is a part landslides around, 
so pay attention.

We ask you to pay special attention to the 
area north of sarcophagus (where the path 
toward sarcophagus - Lars Breen runs), here 
have big soil slid out in recent weeks. When 
masses slipping out it means that the 
permafrost thaws further down, which may 
cause new landslides. 

icepeople

is now the first newspaper in Europe to be 
accepted as a full member of the Association of 
Alternative Newsmedia. That means a whole new 
global audience will be looking to Svalbard – and 
what it might have to offer those who visit. Tell 
them what you have with our extremely affordable 
print and website advertising, designed either by 
you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 
for details.

PERFORMANCE, from page 1
The artists will spend the first two days in the 
abandoned Russian mining settlement of Pyra-
miden before beginning exhibitions/perfor-
mances Thursday.

Each artist will be featured once at each lo-
cation, in contrast to last year's event that fea-
tured one artist at a time for several days spread 
intermittently over a period of months.

"This will of course be an expanded chal-
lenge with ten artists producing 20 works in 
only nine crazy days compared to last year 
when we could work closer with each and ev-

ery artist," the festival's website (arcticaction. 
info) notes. "Still we believe in the blasting en-
ergy of ten artists working close together in the 
Arctic for an intense period of nine days."

As for the projects themselves, there's not 
much advance clue about what the projects will 
be – or when, as they will be announced on the 
festival's and local Facebook pages as they are 
scheduled. But last year's performances – rang-
ing from throwing a bucket of gasoline on a 
chair sitting on live charcoal by the beach to a 
rock painted into a dog' head hiding in plain 
sight in the center of town – suggest sponta-

neous creativity may indeed work better than 
the meticulous stokes of a master sculptor.

"There's an ethic in it that you have to do it 
to yourself," said Nigel Rolfe, who last year 
dragged a rickety sled a kitchen chair mounted 
on a metal trunk across Adventdalen, in a video 
promoting this year's event at the official site. 
"You're willing to put your own body, your 
own being into the work. (Explaining) how the 
conditioned human would want to be in such a 
place, to just survive on the edge of the world."

Launching in 2015, Henningsen invited six 
artists over the course of five months to create 
p e r f o r m a n c e s i n h i s h o m e t o w n o f 
Longyearbyen, the world’s northernmost city. 
After the success of and interest generated in 
Arctic Action through videos of the perfor-
mances that lived on over the Internet, Hen-
ningsen decided to revamp the format.

For 2016, Henningsen is bringing 10 artists 
from 9 countries and 3 continents to Svalbard to 



Exchange students
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Iakov Lebedev, center, translates a conversation between youths from Barentsburg and a family from Australia aboard the Polargirl on Thursday.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

See EXCHANGE, page 6

Youths from Barentsburg and Australia get inadvertent education about everyday life during cruise
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Clustered on a deck next to a grill where 
hot dogs were sizzling, the Barentsburg youths 
and Australian visitors asked questions and 
swaped stories about school, holidays and life 
in general, courtesy of a guide on the ship act-
ing as a translator.

“Do polar bears go by your classroom?” 
asked Amanda Millar, a Sidney resident taking 
the cruise with her daughter Amy, 10, and son 
Luke, 8.

A few of the older Barentsburg girls looked 
at each other momentarily with some amuse-
ment before offering a reply needing no transla-
tion.

“Nyet.”
But while the question might seem like 

what a typical tourist might ask based on 
stereotypes about Svalbard, a local teenager 
went on to explain there are indeed plenty of 
encounters visitors might consider exotic.

“They’ve seen a lot of reindeer and polar 
foxes,” said Iakov Lebedev, the guide translat-
ing the exchange.

Another surprise for the visitors was learn-
ing all of the local youths they were talking 
with are from the eastern Ukraine and, despite 
being the area targeted by Russia for the past 
year, how they felt about their homeland.

“Do you miss the Ukraine?” Amy asked.
“Da,” several of the Barentsburg girls 

replied.

And while conversations about the weather 
are often fodder for people who can’t think of 
anything real to chat about, in this instance both 
groups learned some new things. One of the 
Barentsburg teens, for instance, said the winters 
here don’t bother her because she’s from a rural 
place with temperatures as low as minus 66 de-
grees Celsius. And the Australians explained 
that, while folks here are preparing for winter, 
those Down Under are making summer vaca-

tion plans.
Speaking of which, the students from both 

locations discovered they have much different 
holiday periods, different requirements for how 
long they have to stay in school and how differ-
ent the big vs. small school experiences are.

For Amada and her kids, it was an experi-
ence almost nobody trying to get the “real Rus-
sian experience” by visiting Barentsburg will 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Piana Kuriak, 7, takes in the view from the bridge of the Polargirl during last Thursday's cruise.



Food for thought
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EXCHANGE, from page 5

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Elin Amundsen, left, squeezes ketchup onto hot dogs for kids from Barentsburg during a cruise Thursday aboard the Polargirl. At right, Iakov Lebedev 
gives a bag of gifts to a girl at the end of the trip. The bags contained various toys, books and other items donated by businesses in Longyearbyen.

Watch 'that show' locally at:
Mary-Ann's Polarrigg
(in the famous "penis bar" featured on the show)

Polar Permaculture
(home of the worms Ben uses to make cookies on the show)

Svalcom
(free coffee and waffles)

Coal Miners Cabins
Icepeople will be liveblogging the next episode at: Mary-Ann's
(contribute your thoughts about the "reality" of Svalbard with the world)

ever get.
“We went to Pyramiden yesterday and saw 

the glacier,” she said. “The kids were tired and 
then when we heard the kids (from 
Barentsburg) were going to be on board we de-
cided to stay.”

For Barentsburg youths like Anna 
Demkovich, 13, it was a window into a world 
she hasn’t had much opportunity to explore – 
especially, since, in a way the cruise was her 
first opportunity to see the town where she’s 
living.

“It was the first time I could see Barents-
burg,” she said, referring to the chance to see 
the whole settlement at once.

The youths got plenty of time to look at 

their hometown in Svalbard because the Po-
largirl sightseeing vessel stayed within a few 
hundred meters of the pier during the “cruise” 
due to high winds that made for a very bumpy 
morning trip from Longyearbyen to the settle-
ment. They boarded the ship at about 11 a.m. 
after the tourists departed and, while the hot 
dogs started cooking, Lebedev told the youths 
about the vessel and the tours it offers.

“Many of them have never been on a boat 
like this before,” he said.

A distinct chill in the air obviously didn’t 
bother the local kids who devoured the hot dogs 
quickly before grabbing ice cream sticks and 
eating them while exploring the vessel. In fact, 
Piana Kuriak, 7, while sitting in the captain’s 
chair and seeing the high-tech equipment on the 
bridge, said the ice cream was her favorite part 
of the voyage.

But that was before all of the youths were 
handed bags of food and gifts as they disem-
barked after the ship returned to Barentsburg. 
Elin Amundsen, who has helped coordinate the 
cruises for the past nine years, said the food 
bags contained essentials such as bread and 
fresh milk instead of the UHT cartons sold in 
the settlement.

“It’s good for the brain,” she said.
The gifts varied by bag, based on what 

Amundsen collected from various local mer-
chants before the trip.

And – to break what’s known as the 
“fourth wall” – the cruise resulted in one other 
cultural exchange: a translated discussion be-
tween Anna and the editor of this fishwrapper, 
during which she mentioned she’s written some 
essays and wants tips about becoming a jour-
nalist. It turns out those “essays” are articles 
about growing up in Barentsburg that have 
been published in Russian newspapers which 
means, after a “holy s***” moment by our edi-
tor, he told her to send everything she’s written 
and anything she wants to write about here. A 
local expert in Russian has agreed to be a trans-
lator and the hope is to begin running Anna’s 
columns as a regular feature as soon as next 
week.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Elin Amundsen helps guide bags of gifts being 
lifted onto the Polargirl with a crane Thursday.
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Black isn't back
Some of the last supplies of coal at Svea are loaded onto a ship for transport to mainland Europe. Low coal prices are forcing work at the mine to stop.

STORE NORSKE

Coal prices have rebounded hugely – but don’t look Store Norske reboot of shut-down mines soon

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Erase everything that’s happened during 
the past two years and ponder this: if one or 
both of Svalbard’s two biggest coal mines were 
operating full-speed right now they’d nearly be 
breaking even due to a huge rebound in coal 
prices.

Alas, that won’t stop the near-total shut-
down of mining that has already occurred, with 
only a few more weeks’ shipping of existing 
supplies left before it takes full effect. But it is 
a sign resurrection may be, as a pop-culture 
movie put it, Mission Extremely Difficult in-
stead of Mission Impossible.

Coal prices have recently rebounded to as 
high as $62 a ton after sinking to about $40 
during a price crash that started during the latter 
half of 2014. Store Norske Administrative Di-
rector Wenche Ravlo, in an e-mail interview, 
stated coal prices of $65 and $70 a ton are 
needed for the Lunckefjell mine to break even – 
but resuming operations is more complex than 
whether those prices are reached.

“Prices have increased considerably over 
some months, which is positive and which we 
take into account in our evaluation,” she wrote. 
“However, we still need to see a further in-
crease and that the market finds support above 
our break-even level. A start-up will in addition 
(as was the case last year) need financing of a 

considerable amount of working capital.”
“When it comes to start-up costs, this will 

largely depend on the length of the period be-
fore start-up,” she added.

The question may be moot. Ravlo said the 
company is now expecting prices will average 
$56 to $57 dollar a ton during 2017.

“We do not make an internal forecast for 
the coal price, but we rely on external analyses 
as well as the price action we can directly ob-
serve in the markets,” she wrote.

One other factor in the calculations is the 
dollar-krone exchange rate, Ravlo added. The 
rate was about five krone to the dollar several 
years ago, but fell to nine-to-one during the 
past year due largely to a collapse in oil prices. 
The current rate is about eight-to-one.

Operations at Lunckefjell and Svea were 
phased out in the wake of the coal price crisis, 
with the only remaining activity from either be-
ing the shipping out of the last coal stockpiles 
at Svea before a full suspension takes effect at 
both sites. Work is continuing at Mine 7, which 
is expected to produce about 100,000 tons of 
coal this year, according to NRK.

Store Norske is expected to produce a total 
of one million tons of coal in what may be its 
final year of full-fledged operations, compared 
to 1.14 million tons in 2015 and 1.73 million 
tons in 2014.

Store Norske is also in the final stages of 

laying off all but 100 of what was a 400-person 
workforce in 2012.The Norwegian government, 
which last year approved a 500-million-kroner 
bailout package to stave off bankruptcy, is also 
prepared to give the company an additional 
$749 million kroner through 2019 to maintain 
the mines at Svea and Lunckefjell so they can 
be reopened if coal prices recovery sufficiently.

The government also released an updated 
version of a "white paper" defining policy goals 
for Svalbard, but many local and business lead-
ers expressed disappointment at the lack of 
specifics. That especially applies to the future 
of Store Norske, which the government as-
sumed full ownership of as part of the bailout 
package (the company was 99 percent govern-
ment-owned beforehand), according to mem-
bers of the Longyearbyen Community Council 
who discussed the situation at a meeting last 
Tuesday.

But council members, after a debate lasting 
several hours, didn't exactly submit a detailed 
resolution of its own, instead approving a one-
sentence statement, according to Svalbardposten. 

"The council believes it is important that 
the sectoral policy objectives and the long-term 
strategy for Store Norske's different business be 
clarified as soon as possible," the statement as-
serts.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Seeing riches in the sea
SYSSELMANNEN

The Polarsyssel approaches the historic Noorderlicht after the 106-year-old sailing vessel ran aground Sunday night north of Longyearbyen.

• Quality gold, silver and diamonds at very good prices

• Distinctive watches, scarves and leather handbags

• Diverse selection of  Svalbard souvenirs

• Located in Lompensenteret in the center of  town

We look forward to seeing you!

Gems from a small, independent 
jewelry store as unique as Svalbard

+47 7902 1816 • post@gullgruva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Gullgruva Arctic Design

OCEANS, from page 1
of Fisheries Per Sandberg in a text message to 
Verdens Gang. "Incredibly professionally 
worked by crew of the Polarsyssel."

 Sandberg, the host of this year's sympo-
sium, emphasized the importance of the ocean 

as a resource in his opening speech to the 45 
participants Monday. He said maritime indus-
tries account for 70 percent of Norway's export 
income and there is the potential to double that 
income in the coming years.

"If the sea is going to be our future food 

supply and medicine cabinet, we can not con-
tinue to use it as landfill," he said. Climate 
change, pollution and overexploitation of re-
sources are challenges we must grasp."
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.



"Digging up more dirt than gems since 2016"

Massive oil spill exercise 
planned next week in Isfjorden

Ten vessels, including a cargo ship suppos-
edly leaking oil, will participate in the first-ever 
large-scale oil spill response in Svalbard from 
Sept. 27-29. "Darkness, cold, ice, logistical 
challenges, lack of monitoring and communica-
tions are important keywords," said Johan Mar-
ius Ly, Director of the Department for Emer-
gency Response for the Norwegian Costal Ad-
ministration, which is overseeing the exercise. 
"There is a need to simulate a major incident at 
Svalbard because of the increase in shipping in 
the high north and the risk that poses for acute 
oil spill." An increasing number of cruise ships 
are making port calls in Longyearbyen every 
year and other ship activity is expected to in-
crease as the sea ice continues to diminish. The 
coastal administration, The Governor of Sval-
bard and numerous other Norwegian agencies 
will participate in the simulated cleanup in Is-
fjorden. New oil spill cleanup equipment de-
signed for Arctic operations will be tested and 
the OV Bøkfjord, the coastal administration’s 
newest vessel, will have its maiden oil drill 
voyage during the exercise. Methods for clean-
ing oil in the Arctic are markedly different than 
other areas of the world, according to organiz-
ers of the exercise. If the soil along the shores 
is frozen a cleanup operation might be easier, 

for example, but could also make it much more 
difficult to operate existing gear. Also, weather 
conditions often shift quickly and different 
equipment to contain oil spills differs depend-
ing on climate.

– The Independent Barents Observer

NRK Troms wins top radio 
award for avalanche coverage

NRK Troms won this year's Prix Radio, 
Norway's most prestigious radio award, for its 
morning broadcast last Dec. 21. The show fo-
cused entirely on the avalanche in Longyear-
byen two days earlier that destroyed 11 homes 
and killed two people. Duty officer Caroline 
Rugeldal said devoting the entire show to the 
tragedy was a decision that came naturally. 
"We wanted to convey the grief locals in 
Longyearbyen felt about having lost two of 
their own," she said. "At the same time, we saw 
an enormous spirit, both in the people in Sval-
bard and those who went up there." Jørn 
Resvoll, who was part of the broadcast, said in 
a speech at the awards ceremony in Oslo that it 
was strange feel the joy of winning while also 
thinking about those affected by the tragedy 
that was conveyed through the broadcast. Prix 
Radio prizes are awarded for local, regional and 
national broadcasts.

– NRK

Sea near Svalbard may full of 
mining riches, but fears raised   

Recent finds of copper and other valuable 
deposits on the seabed between Jan Mayen and 
Svalbard are stirred hopes among some Norwe-
gian officials, but the idea is being denounced 
by scientists and ecologists as unfeasible and 
environmentally destructive. A recent expedi-
tion in the Arctic waters by Norwegian and for-
eign researchers confirmed previous research 
that geological formations along the Mid-At-
lantic Ridge may be  rich in copper, zinc, silver 
and gold. "We have charted a lot of copper on 
the seabed between Jan Mayen and Svalbard. 
Perhaps in 20 years commercial mining may 
start in this area at a depth of 2,300 to 3,000 
meters," Martin Ludvigsen, a professor at the 
Department of Marine Engineering at the Nor-
wegian University of Science and Technology 
(NTNU) and expedition leader, told NRK. "We 
have also found lesser deposits of gold and sil-
ver, but it is copper that is most valuable," Lud-
vigsen said. Prior to the expedition aboard the  
Polar King research vessel, which relied on un-
derwater robots and was lauded as a major suc-
cess, Martin Ludvigsen wrote an article in Da-
gens Næringsliv – together with NTNU col-
leagues Kurt Aasly and Steinar Løve Ellefmo – 
that asserted "Through crises come changes. 

TUESDAY

MONDAY
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SUNDAY

See DAILY, page 10

SATURDAY

Oil spill cleanup equipment is deployed off the shore of Longyearbyen. The equipment will be used in a large-scale exercise in Isfjorden next week.
NORWEGIAN COASTAL ADMINISTRATION



Norway should take this opportunity to clarify 
the industrial potential of mineral extraction on 
the seabed. The first step in a national Norwe-
gian campaign would be to step up efforts to 
collect data on the quantity and quality of re-
sources. Moreover, efforts to develop the rele-
vant technologies must be intensified, while ad-
ministrative aspects must be clarified. Simulta-

neously, focus should be placed on sustainabili-
ty and environmental issues."

– Sputnik News

Doubling tourism income may 
mean a tripling of visitors

More than 100 tourism industry officials 

discussed how to achieve the goal of doubling 
tourism revenue during a conference this week 
at The University Centre in Svalbard. An em-
phasis was placed on sustainable development, 
as well as marketing the archipelago's national 
parks and cultural history. A doubling of rev-
enue may mean a tripling of the 100,000 visi-
tors now arriving annually.

–  Incentive Travel & Corporate Meetings
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

SATURDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9 FRIDAY
A research ship probes the seabed near Jan Mayen as part of an expedition to determine how much mineral content may be suitable for mining.

NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY OF SPACE AND TECHNOLOGY
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+47 7902 1816 • post@gullgruva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Gullgruva Arctic Design

icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Sept. 20-28
Arctic Action festival. See story on page 
1 or visit arcticaction.info.
Sept. 20
6 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
8 p.m.: Lindy Hop dance beginner's 
course. No partner necessary. Classes 
continue every Tuesday. Kulturhuset.
Sept. 21
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
Sept. 22-25
Oktoberfest. See story on page ? or visit 
tinyurl.com/zoh9pzs.
Sept. 22
6 p.m.: Movie: "Bridget Jones' Baby," 
British comedy, all ages. Kulturhuset.
6 p.m.: Book unveiling/signing: 
"Søppelplasten i Havet" ("The Trash in 
the Sea") by Kirsti Blom and Geir Wing 
Gabrielsen. Svalbard Museum.
7 p.m.: Training session for equipment 
owned by the Longyearbyen Photo Club. 
Old and new members welcome. Arts 
and Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Sept. 25
5 p.m.: Movie: "Gilberts Grusomme 
Hevn," Norwegian comedy, ages 6 and 
up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Kongens Nei," 
Norwegian action/drama, ages 9 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 26
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Sept. 27
1 p.m.: Administrative Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
8 p.m.: Lindy Hop dance beginner's 
course. Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Oil downturn nearly over, Norway says
● Russians trapped by polar bear rescued
● 10% of wilderness vanishes in 20 years
● Iceland's shoot-on-sight bear law blasted

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's upPeaceing together a solution

Svalbard Church Priest Leif 
Magne Helgesen, above, leads 
a Mass on Sunday as part of 
The Norwegian Church's week 
of Peace for Palestine and 
Israel. At left, members of 
Polargospel perform during the 
Mass. At bottom, Helgesen 
carries water in an online video 
(tinyurl.com/j9tlkds) in which he 
discusses his visits to the West 
Bank during the past two years.

HELGE NILSEN

HILGE NILSEN

NORWEGIAN CHURCH AID


