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Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloud , w/ modest  
winds, mild days and warming  
temperatures through next week.  

Full forecast page 3

Waste of a shot: Photographer calls deer's  
suffering 'shocking, unnecessary and fatal' 
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Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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NTB / SCANPIX
The remains of 11 homes destroyed by an avalanche last Dec. 19 are lit up so officials can seal off the structures and watch for future snowslides.

An "L.A. crime reporter" busts the FBI for 
leaving behind a flip-flop on foreign soil.

KJERSTiN ASKHOLT / SYSSELMANNEN

Land and sea sick
Wildlife paying the price for our garbage; are we willing to instead?

A reindeer ensnared in metal cables and bolts that 
had to killed by officials from Svalbard's 
governor's office lies in Bolterdalen on Tuesday.

Official review of avalanche praises rescue, but says many preparatory deficiencies need fixing

See AVALANCHE, page 4

https://us-
mg6.mail.yahoo.c
om/neo/
launch?.rand=epm
v8hf4ja5bp#

DAG HALVORSEN

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Rescuers and others involved in the mas-
sive avalanche last Dec. 19 essentially did the 

best they could with the resources they had. 
But there are things that could have been done 
beforehand and should now be done to mini-
mize the impact of similar snowslides in the 

future.
Those findings highlight the official re-

port about the avalanche by the Norwegian 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Another animal paid the ultimate price this 
week for due to the trash scattered around Sval-
bard (actually, many more undoubtably did as 
well, but not in view of a photographer).

The question is: how much of a price are 
we willing to pay so the animals don't have to?

A group of scientists is hoping to answer 
that question during the next three years, al-

though that won't make much difference for the 
latest of many victims of trash scattered around 
Svalbard. A reindeer snagged in cables was 
killed Tuesday by officials who stated there 
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

It's bad enough to make ourselves the story; 
it's far worse to use a tragedy to do that for 
what seems promotional purposes. So we'll 
state emphatically we have a strictly not-for-
profit motive in mentioning a section from the 
Norwegian government's assessment of the 
Dec. 19 avalanche (see the lead story this 
week) that translated into English states: "In the 
aftermath of the avalanche, the governor and 
municipal government continuously published 
information on their web and Facebook pages. 
According to both, Facebook worked best as an 
information channel and all inquires received 
via Facebook were answered. The information 
was only published in Norwegian for the first 
few days after the avalanche. From Dec. 23 on, 
some information was also posted in English. 
The evaluation group believes this was some-
what late. Meanwhile, a local online English 
newspaper published information for the 
foreign population on its own initiative. In-
formation in English should have been a big-
ger priority because at any time there is a 
large number of foreign visitors in Svalbard 
and because a large part of the population 

are not Norwegian speakers." We're not say-
ing for a second this is humorous – which usu-
ally what we strive for on this page – but it is 
weird because our editor applied for a grant 
from the governor a few years ago seeking to 
translate essential releases from Svalbard's gov-
ernment entities into English (as well as updat-
ing things like firearms applications that didn't 
reflect current law). It was rejected flat-out, but 
this report means we'll be trying again (even 
though there's only a week until the deadline) 
in the hope of providing a break-even service 
that's probably of far more value than our end-
less animal porn and awful toilet humor.

England's bitterest man, http://agendamagasin.no/artikler/
englands-sureste-mann/

If we Norwegians do not fully appreciate Waugh, the 
feeling at least mutual. His ridicule is not confined to distant 
peoples and climes, as in Remote Peopl e (1931) or A Tourist 
in Africa (1960), but shared equally well on Scandinavians.

After a trip to Bergen, Tromsø and Svalbard in 1934, he 
concluded: "I do not like Norwegians at all. The sun never 
sets, bars never open and the whole country smells herring. 
"He did not major inspiration in our part of the world than 
that it kept to a short article, Fiasco in the Arctic. 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Hmmm…4,000 rubbers, sex every night…

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

COURTESY OF BJØRN-ARILD SCHANCKE
If they're creative and environmentally conscious, newlyweds Winjar and Tina Skjelten can now 
have safe sex for 11 years after friends filled their apartment with 4,000 balloons as part of a 
surprise welcome-home party Saturday. The couple was married Aug. 27 in Kristiansand and 
upon returning to Longyearbyen was greeted by a chaffer with a bottle of champaign and a 
Hummer serving as their limo (hey, snow is already happening in Svalbard since it's September). 
The balloons completely blocked the view into the apartment from outside, left, and it took a 
vigorous effort by the couple to explore all the "redecorated" rooms, center, and find their dog.

Nothing to be happy about: While it's good we 
can do something useful, we'd rather it not be this.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. Variable winds to 15 
km/h. High 5C (3C wind chill), 
low 2C (-1C wind chill).

Sunrise: 4:36a; sunset: 9:08p 

Thursday
Cloudy. N winds to 18 km/h. 
High 5C (3C wind chill), low 
4C (1C wind chill).

Sunrise: 4:45a; sunset: 8:59p 

Saturday
Cloudy. NW winds to 18 km/h. 
High 3C (0C wind chill), low 
-2C (-5C wind chill).

Sunrise: 5:01a; sunset: 8:42p
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 2C (-2C), 0C (-4C), light 15:24h; Monday, cloudy, 4C (1C), 0C (-4C), light 15:08h; Tuesday, 
cloudy, 5C (0C), 3C (-1C), light 14:52h; Wednesday, cloudy, 6C (3C), 6C (1C), light 14:37h; 

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy. Variable winds to 
18 km/h. High 4C (2C wind 
chill), low 0C (-4C wind chill).

Sunrise: 4:53a; sunset: 8:51p 

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Missing man on sailboat 
found safe, faces questions 

A man in his 20s who was reported missing 
while attempting a sailboat voyage from Trom-
sø to Svalbard was discovered safe Tuesday 
northwest of Sørøya in Finnmark, according to 
the Joint Rescue Coordination Centre of North-
ern Norway. He departed Aug. 25 and was ex-
pected reach Longyearbyen by Aug. 31. A 
widespread search was conducted until he was 
located 11 days after his departure. Although 
officials said the man is not currently facing 
criminal charges, police are investigating the 
incidents. "We want to find out what happened 
during the voyage," said Eirin Hansen Abuukar, 
operations leader for the West Finnmark police 
district. "It used a large amount public re-
sources."

City: Giant Santa's mailbox 
must be removed by Sept. 30 

A 9.3-meter-high red mailbox set up at 
Sjøområdet by Po Lin Lee just before Christ-
mas in 2013 must be 
removed because a 
temporary permit al-
lowing it will not be 
renewed, according 
to Longyearbyen city 
officials. The land-
mark, which the Hong Kong native paid 
500,000 kroner to build had a two-year 
permit, with the city stating she would need to 
notify neighbors before an extension of the 
permit would be considered, which she failed 
to do. The removal of the giant box is being 
welcomed by local post office officials, who 
said many tourists deposited mail in it despite 
it not being an "official" mailbox, and it often 
took a long time for them to be removed and 
mailed to their intended recipients. Lee could 
not be reached for comment.

Store Norske closes Mine 6 to 
visitors after mountainside tunnel 
collapses; cites other dangers

Azusa Obo, manager of Sushi KITA, samples mushrooms she gathered during an outing this 
week in Longyearbyen after bringing them to a table outside Svalbardbuttiken displaying various 
local species. While Svalbard has no truly poisonous species, some varieties are definitely harder 
on the body than others and Obo said she was about to eat one of the "bad" varieties until she 
learned about it. The display was organized by the local Aktiv i Friluft group, which led a 
mushroom-gathering trip in Adventdalen earlier during the day that included about 25 youths.

Old mine unsafe
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Mine 6, where coal extraction was shown 
down 35 years ago, is now being closed to visi-
tors after a tunnel in a mountainside collapsed, 
according to a statement issued this week by 
Store Norske.

"All building structures at Mine 6 are po-
tentially dangerous for trespassers," a Facebook 
post by the company states. "That recently in-
cludes a  have included a corrugated iron in the 
mountain that has collapsed and is unstable. 
Store Norske is closing the entire facility im-
mediately for all until safety measures are in 
place. We ask the city's residents and guests to 
choose a different routes for R&R."

The company also reminded readers all of 
its old mining sites are potentially hazardous.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Mushroom trip

MIne 6, located in Adventdalen between Todalen 
and Bolterdalen, is now closed to visitors.

SIRIDJ / INSTAGRAM

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE



Scattered debris remains at the site of the Dec. 19 avalanche after the wreckage of the 11 homes is removed. Final cleanup took place this summer. 
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Lack of follow-up on studies criticized
NTB / SCANPIX

Landslide warning 
issued to hikers

A 

Longyearbyen Community recalls that 
everyone is responsible for their own safety out 
and about.

These days there is a part landslides around, 
so pay attention.

We ask you to pay special attention to the 
area north of sarcophagus (where the path 
toward sarcophagus - Lars Breen runs), here 
have big soil slid out in recent weeks. When 
masses slipping out it means that the 
permafrost thaws further down, which may 
cause new landslides. 

icepeople

is now the first newspaper in Europe to be 
accepted as a full member of the Association of 
Alternative Newsmedia. That means a whole new 
global audience will be looking to Svalbard – and 
what it might have to offer those who visit. Tell 
them what you have with our extremely affordable 
print and website advertising, designed either by 
you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 
for details.

Directorate for Civil Protection, which assesses 
the response to the avalanche, and if there are 
people or agencies that were negligent in taking 
proper preparatory measures. The report re-
leased this week offers what local officials and 
Norwegian media deemed a praiseworthy 
judgement. 

"There is nothing revealed in the evalua-
tion which indicates that more lives could have 
been saved during the rescue operation," the re-
port states. "On the contrary, it is very likely 
that the immediate efforts of concerned volun-
teers and the organized rescue meant that no 
additional lives were lost."

"There was a quick response from both res-
cue personnel and all in the Longyearbyen 
community. Prioritization of tasks was based 
on already made assessments of past experi-
ences. There was good cooperation in the prior-
ity areas between rescue participants, and be-
tween rescue participants and residents of Sval-
bard. There was a very impressive effort made 
under very demanding conditions."

However, the report notes mapping of local 
areas at risk of avalanches has occurred for 
decades, but safeguard initiatives "were not 
systematically followed up." The report cites 
the lack of of avalanche warning system as a 
deficiency, and recommends better coordina-

tion by government officials and emergency 
rescue agencies in determining specific respon-
sibilities to a large-scale incident.

"There should be established monitoring 
procedures for the avalanche danger in 
Longyearbyen, with the possibility of warnings 
and evacuation when required," the report 
states. "

The report also recommends upgrades at 
hospitals in Longyearbyen and Tromsø, clarify-
ing who should be responsible for psychosocial 
counseling and improving efforts to provide of-
ficial notifications in English. 

AVALANCHE, from page 1



Priest full of BDS?
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Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen takes a selfie using a mirror at a market in Jerusalem's Old City during his visit to the Middle East in 2015.
LEIF MAGNE HELGESEN

See HELGESEN, page 6

Israeli newspaper accuses Leif Magne Helgesen of 'venting his antisemitic fury and rage' from afar
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Leif Magne Helgesen has been attacked by 
Israelis plenty of times – physically and in writ-
ing – so he isn't letting the latest one bother 
him.

The priest at Svalbard Church is scathingly 
criticized in a column published Sept. 1 in Is-
rael Hayom, accusing him of "venting his anti-
semitic fury and rage at a country that could not 
possibly be further removed from him." It was 
written by Judith Bergman, described as a writ-
er and political analyst living in Israel, after 
reading about his call last year for a boycott of 
all Israeli products.

"The priest had spent his summer vacation 
in a Palestinian-Arab village and had returned a 
full-fledged BDS warrior, ready to go against 
Israel, which he continued throughout his 
lengthy diatribe to describe as a 'regime,'" she 
wrote, referring to the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions Movement.

"There is something deeply ironic, tragi-
comically so, about a priest who does his busi-
ness in the northernmost spot on earth, sur-
rounded only by the Creator’s beauty and the 
occasional scare from a polar bear, isolated 
from the rest of the world and certainly from 
the issues of the Middle East, venting his anti-
semitic fury and rage at a country that could not 
possibly be further removed from him than Is-
rael."

Helgesen has made multiple visits to the 
Middle East, including spending the last three 
months of 2014 and much of the following 
summer in Palestinian villages in the West 
Bank being demolished by Israeli troops. He is-

sued his call for a full boycott of Israeli goods 
at the beginning of his summer trip, generating 
plenty of controversy in Norway since it went 
beyond The Church of Norway's call for a boy-
cott of goods made in Israeli settlements it 
deems illegal.

Helgesen, in an interview after Bergman's 
column was published, said taking a stance on 
anything related to Israeli-Palestinian issues is 
likely to be heavily criticized. 

"I have nothing against Israel as such," he 
said. "I also think Israel has the right to defend 
itself, but not to attack or misuse its power. The 
key for peace in the region is justice, equality 
and dignity."

His visits to the Middle East have included 
plenty of stops in Israeli areas, including 
Jerusalem's Old City and Bethlehem, and 
among the activities detailed in a book he wrote 
about the visits was observing a protest by Is-
raeli women belonging to the anti-war organi-
zation Women in Black.

Plenty of Israelis were part of the protest 
campaigns in the Palestinian settlements, in-
cluding eight busloads who participated in one 
demonstration during his summer visit to the 
village of Susiya, Helgesen said. The village 
was targeted for demolition under an order 
from the Israeli Supreme Court, with Israeli 
leaders asserting the village, which has been 
demolished several times in recent decades, 
was initially built on an archeological site dat-
ing back to biblical times and remains an "un-
recognized" settlement.

While the order was postponed due to in-
ternational pressure, Helgesen said he's re-
mained in touch with residents of the 350-per-

son village and the destruction individual struc-
tures and confrontations he saw during his trip 
is continuing. He's also posting updates about 
the situation in the region regularly on his Face-
book page.

"It's an ongoing pressure on the Palestinian 
people," he said. "They're losing more and 
more of their land."

Attempts to contact Bergman and Israel 
Hayom for a response to Helgesen's comments 
were unsuccessful as of press time.

Her article was republished by The Alge-
meinner, (at tinyurl.com/hyntkgy), where it 
drew a heated exchange in the reader comments 
section, but few dealing specifically with 
Helgesen's actions in the Middle East or the is-
sues related to the villages he visited.

"BDS scumbags have infiltrated globally. 
However, Israel is making huge strides in medi-
cal/military/agricultural technology that is tak-
ing the world by storm," one commenter wrote. 
"Europe, on the other hand is slowly dying 
from a cancer called Islamisation and their via-
bility will be severely impugned in due course. 
Therefore, BDS has no future at all."

"Perhaps the Norwegian ambassador 
should be cordially asked to f***k off back to 
Norwegistan with his haken kroiz shoved firm-
ly up his juxy," wrote another.

A commenter posting under the name of 
Jay Lavine acknowledged the issues involved 
are complex, but questioned how well Svalbard 
residents understand them.

"When nearly half the people responding to 
Svalbardposten’s online poll support a boycott 
of Israel, I wonder whether they are getting 



weep Israel weep
Leif Magne Helgesen, when asked for a response to the arti-
cle about him, sent the following poem from his book "Fra 
Vestbredden," which details his time in the Middle East. It 
was translated into English by Janet Holmén.

you who were made to wear the yellow star
and given narrow bounds where you might tread
you who saw your homes laid waste
and were displaced to a ghetto
without a window on the outside world
you who lost the future when your children were sent away
on trains
to nothingness
all the world wept with you

why have you become one of them

who kicks a man when he’s down
why do you take land that is not yours
why do you speak with a weapon in your hand

why

I weep for you Israel
you have lost respect for life
where did charity go in 1945

why is the earth green where you live
and scorched on the other side of the wall you built
why do you water your own garden
but let no drops reach your neighbor’s mouth
why are you building your home
on someone else’s field

why do you herd men through pens
as if they were cows

why have you constructed a system
that raises your own kindred
upon the shoulders of those you repress
when did you lose your humanity

why do you treat people
worse than you treat your own dog
when did you take sides with the marauders

where is charity in 2015There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net for the complete story.

Debate is BDS
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HELGESEN, from page 5

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Svalbard Church Preist Leif Magne Helgesen discusses the reaction an article accusing him of anti-Semitism due to his call for a boycott of Israeli goods.

both sides of the story (of course, such a poll is not scientific, as people who strong-
ly support a position will be more likely to participate)," he wrote. "Zealots for a 
cause tend to be one-sided; their ideology has become a religion to them and they 
tend to see everything according to their pre-established biases.

That is not to imply that Israel is in the right here: it’s a complex and controver-
sial issue and it’s necessary to examine all the facts and perspectives before taking a 
side. Those seeking to prevent the expulsion of the Arabs encamped at this site may 
well have a legitimate point of view."

At least one person directed his attacks at King Harald as well, although the 
comments were later removed. Helgesen was among the 15 Svalbard residents at-
tending a speech by the king last week at the Royal Palace in Oslo calling for sup-
port of refugees, religious tolerance, diversity and LGBT rights. The speech has re-
ceived nearly 80,000 likes and been viewed more than three million times on Face-
book as of press time – and generated countless online debates similar to those re-
garding the priest's call for a boycott.

Not surprisingly, local residents participating in a discussion on the "Longyear-
byen Ros & Info" Facebook page had a different perspective of the situation. 

"I respectfully disagree," wrote Tom Ramberg, posted a comment he said The 
Algemeinner refused to post. "There is no reason people living in the Arctic should 
be disallowed the right to have an opinion on this. We do not deny you the right to 
have opinions on polar bears or the Norwegian democracy. The fact is: Criticizing 
the Israeli apartheid policy on occupied territory will always release the Anti-
Semitic card. As long as the state of Israel are breaking international law and disre-
gards the human rights of the inhabitants of the occupied territories, the same state 
will be criticized. So the anti-Semitic card is always expected. For the same reason 
it has no power."

In a separate comment he noted, "when I see the quality of the rest of the com-
ments, and also the whole website, I am not surprised. Quite an interesting (and 
pretty scary) insight to the other side of the fence."

Anne Lise Sandvik, one of Longyearbyen's busiest organizer of community ac-
tivities, wrote "lucky us – who have a priest that cares about all living creatures – 
polar bears and even Israelis. The critics go to the Israeli government, not the Israeli 
people. We should – all of us – ban the unjustice committed to the Palestinians."

Full disclosure: I submitted a comment with links to some of Icepeople's cover-
age of Helgesen's trips to the West Bank, which prompted several scornful respons-
es including: "Why is it, Mr. Sabbatini, that your publication is so far to the anti-Is-
rael left that it actually might slide off the tundra in your neighbor-hood? The lack 
of objectivity in your headlines suggests there are no journalistic standards in your 
'newspaper' whatsoever. The articles you posted, sir, are nothing more than a re-
minder that Norway and its Quislings continue to be anti-Semitic and anti-Israel. 
Your BDS Movement, by the way, is failing miserably." I posted a response noting, 
among other things, I'm half-Italian and half-Jewish – and have gotten detained at 
airports while traveling for carrying a Qur'an. Readers can decide for themselves if 
any of this affected the impartiality of this article.
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Motherland lode
Children try to see how low they can go during the Miners' Day celebration Saturday in Barentsburg, when everyone but the tour guides got the day off.

MARION PRUDHON / ICEPEOPLE

Barentsburg salutes its workers with food, music and frivolity during the annual Miners' Day party
By MARION PRUDHON
Staff writer

On a day saluting the work of the miners, 
all work stopped except for tourism activity – 
and those poor folks couldn't find more than 15 
minutes to join the party and eat something.

Meanwhile, everyone else partied from 
morning until late afternoon during the annual 
Miners' Day celebration last Saturday in Bar-
entsburg.

The event took place in a large public 
square overlooking the fjord. Grills were firing 
from 10 a.m. on, each one tended by designated 
people representing different sections of the 
community's workforce. Music blared from a 

rustic wood open shelter to the side, luring the 
locals to arrive at the tables carrying food and 
drinks. 

At noon, most of the population gathered 
around the tables of their work unit. A large pot 
filled with stew made by the cantina's staff was 
stirred as it hung over a fire and men regularly 
emptied skewers of grilled pork on the tables.

Despite the snowfall the night before, the 
sun was shining and the air still, allowing peo-
ple to stand without getting chilled by the tem-
perature of eight degrees Celsius. As for the 
children, they were hardly standing – instead, 
they were freely running around, playing and 
dancing until the grown-ups joined them. 

Even the arrival of 150 Norwegian tourists 
didn't spoil the locals' celebratory mood, al-
though the visitors certainly found their experi-
ence in the settlement surprising.

"We got out of the boat and saw only the 
old buildings from the port ", said Kjield Rune 
Storholm. "Going up the stairs, it was incredi-
ble. I would never think that they do this here. 
These new very large buildings, I did not ex-
pect this, it was very nice."

As for the party: " It was special to have it 
outside in this temperature," said Veronica Os-
tad.

Most of Barentsburg's residents gather at a square near the center of the Russian settlement for an hours-long feast during the Miners' Day celebration.
MARION PRUDHON / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

Watch 'that show' locally at:
Mary-Ann's Polarrigg
(in the famous "penis bar" featured on the show)

Polar Permaculture
(home of the worms Ben uses to make cookies on the show)

Svalcom
(free coffee and waffles)

Coal Miners Cabins
Icepeople will be liveblogging the next episode at: Polar Permaculture

(contribute your thoughts about the "reality" of Svalbard with the world)

We have several rooms available for rent 
from October to January! Only 4,500 

kroner per month for guides and students.

Snow screening
BBC EARTH

Chris Borstad, an avalanche expert and professor at The University Centre in Svalbard, surveys the hill where an avalanche destroyed 11 homes and 
killed two people last Dec. 19 in an opening scene from the third episode of the BBC Earth reality TV series "Svalbard: Life on the Edge."

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It shows the pain and destruction. It shows 
the community in recovery. And it moves on to 
a whole lot of other storylines in the of the 
people here.

For me and many others, the third episode 

of the BBC Earth docu-soap "Svalbard: Life on 
the Edge" ("Ice Town: Life on the Edge" 
outside Norway) was the one we were most 
uneasy about and the one that would be the 
make-or-break moment in how favorably we'd 
feel about the 10-episode series. As anybody 
reading my coverage of the show notes, I've 
been something less than its biggest cheerleader 
at times due to my experiences as one of the 11 
main "characters."

And my verdict after seeing the "avalanche 
episode" is they nailed it.

I talked to several local residents affected 
to various degrees by the tragedy and all agreed 
it presented the tragedy respectfully and the 
show did a commendable job of showing 
people going on afterward.

I'm in agreement with that assessment and, 
while I won't hesitate to call the show's editors 
out for any nonsense in future episodes, I am 
ready to – as a producer put it – "trust we know 
what we're doing."

Rant: I saw a preview screening 
of that docu-soap's 'avalanche 
episode' – and they nailed it
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Get the picture?
A reindeer whose antlers are entangled in metal cables lies in Bolterdalen on Tuesday. Frantic efforts by the animal to throw the debris off failed.

DAG HALVORSEN

Photographer's encounter with reindeer snagged in cables results in the unfortunate type of shooting
By DAG HALVORSEN
Guest contributor

I'm driving into Adventdalen for one of my 
many enjoyable photo tours on a Tuesday after-
noon. The weather is fine and I'm hoping to 
find the reindeer that lives below Mine 7, as I 
have done many times in recent days.

Right where the ascent towards Mine 7 
starts, I catch sight of a reindeer crossing the 
road at full speed. It looks like it's running from 
something and looking a little anxious. Shortly 
thereafter, I catch sight of another buck which 
stops up for my car, as if waiting to get going 
across the road and run after the first deer. I re-
trieve my telephoto lens and take a closer look.

I realize immediately that something is 
wrong. Around its antlers are steel wires and 
cables, and a rope-bolt is dangling near an eye.

I continue observing for a few minutes to 
see if it really stuck and is in distress, or some-
thing has randomly hooked on and will soon 
fall off again. After a few minutes the panic be-
gins to spread in the reindeer and it starts away 
at a torrential pace. It is very stressed, and run-
ning and jumping with its tongue hanging and 
threw out of his mouth. I now understand that 
this is serious. Nothing temporary. The animal 
is seriously troubled and struggling to get rid of 
the dangerous metal scraps.

I call the governor's office, which thanks 
me for the tip and immediately sends out a crew. 
Meanwhile, the beast is rushing and back and 

forth, and will obviously cross the road. I run 
back and forth as well to keep the animal on the 
left side of the road so it will not go away after 
the first reindeer before the crew from the gov-
ernor's office arrives and assesses the situation.

After a short time, one of the governor's 
vehicles shows up with three men who seem to 
be well-trained and well-equipped for the task. 
The reindeer has calmed down a little, standing 

and looking lethargic beyond the marsh. Via a 
powerful telephoto lens, pictures are taken and 
sent to the governor's environmental manager. 
The crew assesses the situation very closely 
and considers several options.

The animal is a danger to itself and other 
reindeer, as it is now caught in what we see is a 
solid mix of wire and cables tight over the 

DAG HALVORSEN
A Svalbard police officer retrieves a rifle from his vehicle to kill a reindeer hopelessly snared in a cable.

See SHOOTING, page 10
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A chart showing how two different fees might reduce marine pollution and its impact of Svalbard's wildlife is part of a new research project on the issue. 

How high a price?
NORWEGIAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE

SHOOTING, from page 10
skull, with heavy bolts hanging down on both 
sides.

A sharpshooter approaches with a rifle. 
The animal is standing there exhausted and the 
advice received is that it need to be shot. It falls 
quickly and the drama is suddenly over.

I stand next to the dead body and think that 
this is both sad and tragic, and could have gone 
even worse if another animal had become 
snagged with the first. I realize that the whole 
incident was completely unnecessary and could 
easily have been avoided. A healthy, well-fed 
and protected animal had to be put to death be-
cause a few people do not understand how 
stupid and dangerous it is to leave litter behind.

I think back on fantastic boat trips around 

Svalbard, where we picked up several dozen 
kilograms of hazardous debris from fishing ves-
sels that emerged on land and posed a serious 
threat to, among other animals, polar bears. Of-
ficials working for the governor confirm this is 
a major problem for fauna on Svalbard. It is 
also a paradox that one must organize garbage 
pickups every year in the middle of what 
should be a clean, Arctic oasis in the Barents 
Sea.

I turn and travels homewards towards the 
city. The photo tour and scenic adventure is 
over for now. It did not go quite as expected, to 
put it mildly. I sincerely hope that all who 
work, research and otherwise explore the nature 
here have second thoughts before they throw 
away junk, and realize that litter can be deadly.

'Litter can deadly'

GARBAGE, from page 1

80 percent of fulmars have 
plastic in their stomachs

40 percent of fulmars have 
plastic in their stomachs

Virtually no fulmars have 
plastic in their stomachs

Birds

Plastics can be found in 
fish and their prey

Very low levels of plastics 
in fish and their prey

Plastics can be found in 
fish and their prey

Fish stocks

10 animals per year 1 animal per year 5 animals per yearCoastal mammals 
entangled

30 beaches cleaned
(once per year)

100 beaches cleaned 
(once per year)

70 beaches cleaned
(once per year)

Beaches cleaned

Microplastics in 95 percent 
of water samples tested

Microplastics in 50 percent 
of water samples tested

Microplastics in 10 percent 
of water samples tested

Microplastics

0 NOK
(per year)

250 NOK
(per year)

400 NOKFee

Current situation Alternative A Alternative B

was no possibility of saving the animal. 
Two reindeer tangled in debris were spot-

ted in Bolterdalen, according to a statement by 
The Governor of Svalbard. Officials from the 
governor's office and employees at Green Dog 
Svalbard were able to free one reindeer by cut-
ting off 16.5 kilograms of cables.

"The reindeer with the most cabling in its 
antlers had difficulty running, and it was there-
fore possible to capture it in and rid it of the 
wire," the statement notes. "On the same day 
we had to euthanize a buck near Mine 7 be-
cause its antlers were entangled with cables and 
steel wire. Efforts to capture it failed and it was 
therefore sacrificed."

Incidents of reindeer getting entangled in 
ropes, nets, cables and other debris occur annu-
ally and "can cause great suffering for the ani-

mals," said Knut Fossum, the governor's chief 
environmental advisor, in the statement.

"Many people participate in beach clear-
ings and that is very good," he said. "Previously 
there has also been clearing of waste from 
places such as mining operations in neighbor-
ing areas around Longyearbyen. These two cas-
es show that we are failing to do the clearance 
work required."

Such failures – and the fact debris will re-
turn to beach and inland areas even if they are 
cleaned – is one of the motivators for a new 
project by six researchers at the Norwegian Re-
search Institute (NORUT). They met with a 
small group of Longyearbyen residents this 
week as part an initial surveying effort to deter-
mine what kind of preventative/cleanup efforts 
locals feel should be  prioritized, and if there is 

Officials drag a second ensnared reindeer 
toward their vehicle in Bolterdalen after killing it.

DAG HALVORSEN

See GARBAGE, page 11

DAG HALVORSEN
Officials from the governor's office cut 16.5 
kilograms of wire off a reindeer to save it.
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Kayleigh Wyles of the Norwegian Research Institute, center, moderates a discussion about Svalbard's most important environmental assets at Huset.

Instead of fee, a reward?
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

GARBAGE, from page 10

Jannike Falk-Andersson, of the leaders of a Norwegian Research Institute project studying how to 
reduce the impact of litter on wildlife in Svalbard, explains current cleanup and mitigation efforts 
during a meeting this week at Huset. She said one goal is to increase enforcement of existing laws.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

support for having locals and visitors pay a fee 
to make those efforts possible.

"A lot of projects have a focus on cleaning 
up," said Jannike Falk-Andersson, one of the 
project's lead researchers. "Cleaning up is a 
never ending process. Our focus in on how we 
can prevent the problem of marine pollution in 
the Arctic."

Kayleigh Wyles, a project participant who 
moderated much of this week's meeting, spent 
the first part of the meeting asking residents 
what they valued most about Svalbard's coast-
lines – be it locations, landmarks, species or 
other distinctions. A discussion failed to pro-
duce a consensus about that – and about how 
the extent to which they're threatened.

"We disagree in a sense that Svalbard's 
wilderness is pure and clean," said one women 
attending the discussion. "Of course we're not 
blind, so of course we can see the plastic and 
the cords. We get so close to the animals here. 
We have visits from foxes almost every day."

There were also fluctuations when they 
were asked to rate the state of Svalbard's seas 
and coasts – although, as one university student 
put it, that's because cleanup often occurs in ar-
eas tourists and others can easily access, while 
more remote areas are ignored.

The NORUT researchers – while empha-
sizing their work is preliminary, and an in-
depth survey of locals and residents is planned 
next summer – did present some proposals they 
plan to study as part of the project.

Among them are seeking better enforce-
ment of existing regulations for the fishing and 
shipping industry, as well as more frequent 

cleanups of areas.
"It will cost money to do either, so the 

question is where will the money come from?" 
Falk-Andersson asked. "We will ask tourists 
and residents if they are willing to pay a fee for 
those enforcements or cleanups."

The researchers asked the locals how they 
felt about two different fees: 250 kroner (per 
year for residents, per visit for tourist) that 
would somewhat reduce the impact on wildlife 
or 400 kroner that would have a more signifi-
cant effect – but not necessarily have an across-

the-board effect.
In one chart presented by the group, the 

higher fee would result in a sharp reduction of 
microplastics and birds eating them, but fewer 
beach cleanups that with a lower fee.

Reaction from residents to a fee was 
mixed, with one man noting "we already pay a 
lot of taxes" for mitigating efforts. He suggest-
ed instead "you get rewarded for good 
behavior."
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I'm paying you 20 
kroner to read 
this newspaper

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

(perhaps my ego is big, but not that big)

Does this look like a guy with money to burn?
I've done this for nearly eight years as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But the growing size of this fishwrapper (each 

photocopied sheet of paper costs five kroner) and the 
growing readership simply means I'm going bankrupt faster. 

Help me to keep my shabby shirt on my back (you really 
don't want to see me without it) by donating to our tip jar or 
making a one-time donation of any amount at icepeople.net.

And if you're feeling less than charitable, I'm even willing to do honest work:
Incompetent in

"cod Norwegian"

Insanely competent in English

Translation, editing and design of:
Reports, theses, CVs, brochures 

websites, ads and whatever
(Do I really have to put my contact details here again?)



"Slicker at digging deep for muck than Big Oil"

Oil minister: Treaty says we 
can drill under Svalbard for oil

The Svalbard Treaty clearly bans oil 
drilling in the archipelago, but Norway's Min-
ster of Ministry of Petroleum and Energy is ar-
guing the treaty only applies to the islands and 
waters around them – not the seabed and what's 
beneath it. "The Norwegian continental shelf is 
contiguous up to and past Svalbard," wrote 
Tord Lien in a response to a complaint by Rus-
sia that Norway is allowing Statoil to encroach 
on protected areas with test drilling. "On the 
continental shelf, Norway has in accordance 
with international law sovereign rights to natu-
ral resources, including oil and gas." Russian 
companies are also seeking the right to bid for 
and drill at the sites being put up for bid, but 
say Norway is discriminating against them. Per 
Arne Totland, author of a book examining a 
century of conflict in Svalbard titled "Cold 
Front," said "Norway is standing alone against 
the rest of the world in its view of what rules 
should apply."

– Aftenposten

Warming waters drastically
reduce cod in Barents Sea

Climate change is having a drastic effort on 
cod in the Barents Sea, with the population 
dropping to 150,000 tons last year compared to 
1.4 million tons six years ago, according to the 

Norwegian Institute for Marine Research. The 
population has been gradually decreasing for 
the past 25 years, but researchers conducting 
the most recent count aboard the Eros research 
vessel said the drastic change in recent years is 
concerning.  However, the also noted the cen-
sus is based on a sampling of the area. We've 
only covered a small part of the Barents Sea 
and in this respect only received an indication," 
said Georg Skaret, the expedition's leader. "It is 
important that we get data from the eastern part 
– and it is the Russians who cover that." Mean-
while, warmer waters have also boosted the cod 
population to record levels in some areas of 
Svalbard – both pleasing both fisherman and 
fish processing companies considering estab-
lishing facilities here – but concerning some re-
searchers who say the warm water cod is re-
placing the Arctic cod native to the area.

– NRK

Spanish trawler, captain pay 
heavy fines for illegal fishing

The owner of a Spanish trawler has been 
fined 200,000 kroner and the captain 40,000 
kroner after it was caught illegally bottom fish-
ing in the Northeast Svalbard Nature Reserve, 
according to The Governor of Svalbard. The 
Norwegian Coast guard observed the Arosa 
Quince illegally trawling within the boundaries 
of the nature reserve and altered the governor's 
office. "The ban on bottom fishing to protect 
life in the oceans and it is important that 
breaches of protection provisions are observed, 

as was done in this case," said Knut Fossum, 
the governor's chief environmental advisor, in a 
prepared statement. Based on evidence the cap-
tain presented to coast guard officials, it ap-
pears those aboard the trawler were using poor 
mapping data, according to the governor. They 
also failed to keep proper records of their catch 
and illegally dumped a large number of small 
fish.

-  iTromsø

Svalbard, Rwanda link up as 
latter recovers from genocide

Two decades after a genocide that killed 
about 15 percent of the population Rwanda is 
trying to rebuild its economy by harnessing sci-
ence and technology. Among the efforts is an 
attempt to become a regional leader in climate 
science, since Africa historically has been very 
poorly covered by such surveys, according to 
Ronald Prinn, an atmospheric scientist at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He 
helped establish a new observatory that is the 
first on the continent to join the Advanced 
Global Atmospheric Gases Experiment, which 
has a dozen other stations spread across the 
world from Svalbard to Tasmania in Australia. 
The Rwandan station can track pollution and 
greenhouse gases across vast ranges—from 
South Africa to the Middle East and even the 
western coast of India. Hopes of placing the ob-
servatory on a higher mountain nearby have 
been thwarted so far due to tricky terrain and 
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See DAILY, page 14

SATURDAY

New oil drilling areas targeted by Statoil creep every closer to Bjørnøya (small island above the parcels) as latest round sets new northernmost records.
NORWEGIAN PETROLEUM DIRECTORATE



because it is home to an endangered gorilla 
species.

–  Scientific American 

As sea ice rapidly vanishes, 
so do ivory gulls in Arctic

As Arctic sea ice dwindles, a gull that de-

pends on it seems to be disappearing. Ivory 
gulls range throughout the Arctic, spending 
their lives on or near pack ice in the far north. 
They survive on whatever food they can turn 
up: fish and invertebrates, the feces of other an-
imals, and scavenged bits of seals killed by po-
lar bears. But the Canadian population of nest-
ing ivory gulls was about 80 percent during the 
early 2000s lower than in the 1980s and new 
research across the Arctic shows the steep de-
cline is continuing. Claude Joiris of the Royal 

Belgian Institute for Natural Sciences in Brus-
sels, relying on data he collected aboard an ice-
breaker traveling between Greenland and Sval-
bard between 1988 and 2014, observed about 
six times more ivory gulls each year before 
2007 than he found after that year. It is un-
known if the birds are dying out or simply 
moving to other areas. But researchers empha-
sized ivory gulls are the Arctic speices most 
closely associated with sea ice.

- New Scientist
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

SATURDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 13
FRIDAY

An ivory gull  in ice-filled Arctic waters is among those seen much more rarely in recent years by researchers studying a sharp decline in the population.
MICHAEL S. NOLAN
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Sept. 7
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
6 p.m.: Movie: "Finding Dory" (3D), U.S. 
animated/family dubbed in Norwegian, 
ages 6 and up. Kulturhuset.
Sept. 10
3 p.m.: Preview screening: "Svalbard: 
Life on the Edge," Episode 3. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 11
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Finding Dory," U.S. 
animated/family dubbed in Norwegian, 
ages 6 and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Star Trek Beyond" (3D), 
U.S. Sci-fi/adventure, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 12
6 p.m.: Election of new Longyearbyen 
Youth Club leaders. Youths ages 7 to 18 
are eligible to vote. Longyearbyen Youth 
Club.
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Youth Club board 
meeting. Longyearbyen Youth Club.
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Sept. 13
Seminar: Arctic energy solutions, with 
focus on off-grid applications. Seating 
limited. Register before Sept. 5. Details 
at tinyurl.com/zyu5jld.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass of hymns. 
Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
Sept. 14
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
7:30 p.m.: Concert by Lars Bremnes. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 15
7 p.m.: Farewell concert for Hans-
Gunnar Skreslett, featuring him and 
other local musicians. Svalbard Church.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● More and worse typhoons due to climate
● Krill disappearing from Antarctic waters
● Larsen B ice shelf about to collapse
● First day of school clothes - in Greenland

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Hans off
Hans-Gunnar Skreslett plays trumpet during a Christmas concert at Kulturhuset's Rabalder cafe.

Hans-Gunnar Skreslett, school 
and music leader, to join locals 
performing farewell concert 
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

For the many students he's taught, it's sort 
of a final exam. And while it's a tribute from 
the many musicians he's played with here, he 
has no intention being in the audience.

A farewell concert for Hans-Gunnar 
Skreslett – a teacher and administrator at Long-
yearbyen School, leader of the Longyearbyen 
Big Band, and a member of numerous other 
music groups, is scheduled at 7 p.m. Sept. 10 at 
Svalbard Church. He is departing in a few 
weeks to a for a job on the mainland. The 

concert will feature him and the various 
ensembles he's played with.

ROGER ZAHL ØDEGÅRD

Hans-Gunnar Skreslett, in red jacket, instructs 
the leaders of Svalbard Church during a live-fire 
exercise at Longyearbyen's shooting range.

TORUNN SØRENSEN / SVALBARD CHURCH

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.


