
“

”

To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

Bearly aware: Polar bear destroys two 
tents at poorly chosen campsite; group 
also had trouble with weapon

Page 3

High stakes: 
Gamblers, Norway's 
military eyeing odds 
of a heated Arctic

Pages 4-5

icepeople
The world's northernmost alternative newspaper

July 22, 2015Vol. 7, Issue 27

FREE

www.icepeople.net

“

”

To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

'Double moralists': Parliament leaders say 
hypocrisy about nixing coal investments and 
supporting Store Norske bailout is proper

icepeople.net

WENCHE RAVLO

Weather summary
Mild and light winds, with possible 
rain this weekend; warmer and 
sunnier early next week.

Full forecast page 3

See SUDS, page 8

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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New homes, old scars
Local survivors of Utøya tragedy move on, but discovering pains of tragedy remain four years later

Andreas Hegermann Riis fits a piece of insulation 
on a vat at Svalbard Bryggeri, which will brew the 
archipelago's first full-strength beer when it opens.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Flowers, a candle and other items paying tribute rest at the base of a sculpture, left, outside Svalbard Church dedicated to Johannes Buø, 14, one of 
the youngest victims of the July 22, 2011, attacks in Oslo and Utøya that killed 77 people. At top right, local survivors Viljar and Torje Hanssen are 
living the tragedy repeatedly on its fourth anniversary as their stories are among those constantly sought by the media. At bottom right, Einar and 
Laila Buø sit on their snowmobiles one last time in Longyearbyen in June before shipping them to their mainland hometown of Mandal.

CHRISTIN KRISTOFFERSEN

Near beer here
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

After six sobering years of legal battles 
and several months of sweat-inducing con-
struction work, at least Andreas Hegermann 
Riis doesn't have to ponder how he'll celebrate 

when the first cans of his history-making beer 
come off the assembly line."I'm going to drink 
and laugh," he said.

His business partner, Robert Johansen, be-
gan the quest in 2010 when he applied for a 
change in a law that has banned the manufac-
ture of alcohol in Svalbard since 1929. Riis 
said they hope begin production at Svalbard 
Bryggeri this week, although nothing is 
certain.

Longyearbyen's first-ever 
brewery days away from debut 
after six years of legal struggles

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Viljar Hanssen just moved into his own 
“man cave.” His brother, Torje, celebrated his 
18th birthday last week. But as they enter new 
landmark stages of their lives, they’re being 

forced to admit to themselves they’ll never be 
able to leave behind the physical and mental 
scars inflicted on them four years ago today.

“The first three and a half years I was cer-
tain that my goal was to get on after July 22, 
2011,” wrote Viljar in a post on his Facebook 

page on the fourth anniversary of the lone 
wolf terrorist attacks that killed 77 people. “To 
be able to go several days in a row without 
thinking of the day, to not let it influence me 
days after day, not having to deal with myself 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE COURTESY OF EINAR BUØ



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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to express your wrath
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

It seems polar bears can't sleepwalk and 
that's really bad news – at least if you believe 
yet another group of scientists perpetuating that 
Great Global Hoax known as climate change. 
The researchers, in a study published in this 
month's journal Science (doi.org/58w), discov-
ered polar bears don't have the ability to go 
into "walking hibernation" during the sum-
mer to conserve energy when low sea ice or 
other conditions makes food scarce. The 
team of scientists from the University of 
Wyoming was hoping that because polar bears 
seriously scale back their metabolism during 
winter hibernation the same thing might be 
possible during the summer. But after tracking 
the animals in North America for two years, 
they're giving up that bit of wishful thinking. 
"There is a limit to how long they can go with-
out food," Merav Ben-David, a co-author of the 
study, told the news website Quartz. "The only 
way we can stop (the polar bears’ decline) is to 
reverse sea ice loss." But – surprise – the study 
is being blasted by "zoologist and polar bear 
expert" Susan Crockford who says melting 
Arctic ice during the summer "has nothing to 
do" with the animals’ survival" (tinyurl.com/
nopn26q). She asserts polar bears don't really 

need large amounts of energy since the animals 
aren't moving around much, according to the 
website China Topix. "Summer is warm across 
the Arctic" she writes in a rebuttal to the study.  
"It's the perfect time for polar bears to fast, as 
little energy is needed for keeping them warm, 
especially if they don't swim around." We can't 
wait to see what she has to say about a new 
U.S. study that's blaming a decline in the polar 
bear population on climate change for the first 
time … Meanwhile, it's sad Russia deemed our 
scientists unworthy of counting their polar 
bears, but take comfort in knowing leaders of 
that country will soon be meeting with 
Pamela Anderson, Leonardo DiCaprio and 
other celebs to discuss their concerns about 
threats polar bears are facing.

t San Francisco's fog is that in 1950, the US military conducted a test to see 
whether it could be used to help spread a biological weapon in a "simulated germ-
warfare attack."

Read more: http://www.businessinsider.com/the-military-tested-bacterial-
weapons-in-san-francisco-2015-7#ixzz3frEcl6s9

trumps subtlety whenever it sees its chance. 

He also expressed confidence that Russia can do everything itself: from special 
fabrics and equipment for any research work in the Arctic.

РИА Новости http://ria.ru/economy/20150604/1068123958.html#ixzz3c-
ZLTVNCk

watch guy

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Do you really want to pretend he's asleep? 
You know that new fine they have for stupidity…

Going on a mutant hunt

Vincent Delepeleire, in wheelchair, and his companions celebrate their conquest of 
Newtontoppen, Svalabrd's highest mountain at 1,713 meters above sea level, in the documentary 
"Mutation at the Summit," scheduled for release this fall. The group scaled the mountain in May to 
allow Delepeleire to ski down it using a special pair of skis with a seat attached. The expedition is 
part of a series of adventures he has embarked upon since being paralyzed from the torso down 
due to a timber working accident in 2011. A 10-minute trailer of the film is at tinyurl.com/prheh8l.

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

CREATIVE COMMONS

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

COURTESY OF RIDING OVER 73
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. SE winds to 29 
km/h. High 9C (6C wind chill), 
low 6C (2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Cloudy. S winds to 25 km/h. 
High 5C (1C wind chill), low 
4C (1C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 15 
km/h. High 6C (4C wind chill), 
low 5C (2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, rain, 5C (2C), 4C (1C), light 24:00h; Monday, cloudy, 7C (5C), 4C (2C), light 24:00h; Tuesday, p. 
cloudy, 9C (6C), 6C (3C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, 9C (6C), 6C (1C), light 24:00h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. SW winds to 18 km/h. 
High 6C (3C wind chill), low 
4C (1C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Now even more free
A shopper browses through clothes at the renovated Bruktikken thrift shop that reopened this week 
in the center of Longyearbyen. All items in the store are free, but donations are accepted.

Bruktikken reopens with more 
organized look; now giving away 
donated stuff three days a week

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Russia's inaction nixes joint 
polar bear census w/ Norway

A joint Norwegian-Russian census of 
polar bears in the Barents Sea area, the first 
such count since 2004, has been cancelled 
after Russia failed to grant authorization for 
researchers to access its territory in time for 
the count. "I am disappointed that we did not 
get permission," said Jon Aars, a polar bear 
researcher for the Norwegian Polar Institute. 
"But we'll make the best out of the situation 
and then we'll take it from there." The census, 
scheduled to start at the end of the month, was 
intended to update the previous count – which 
placed the population between 1,900 and 
3,600 bears – and determine what factors 
might be affecting a population experts 
believe is declining. Aars said the count will 
still take place on the Norwegian side of the 
border and officials are still hoping to 
convince Russia to take a count on their side 
in the near future to provide at least a general 
idea of the total popluation.

New Svalbard 'white paper' 
won't be done until 2016   

A revised "white paper" detailing the 
Norwegian governor's policy goals for 
Svalbard will not be completed until next 
spring, the same time the financially imperiled 
Store Norske will need to decide if it can 
proceed with new mining operations beyond 
the end of 2016. "The ministry is working as 
qu i ck ly a s pos s ib l e , bu t t h i s i s a 
comprehensive effort that includes many 
ministries," said Anders Bortne, a communi-
cations advisor for Norway's Ministry of 
Justice and Public Security, which has 
administrative oversight of Svalbard. The 
revision was announced shortly after Store 
Norske revealed it was nearly bankrupt due to 
low coal prices and needed an emergency 
government loan to continue mining.

Data from old oil wells sought
The Norwegian Oil Industry Association 

is requesting the Norwegian Petroleum 
Directorate publish its data from old wells 
drilled at several sites during oil and gas 
exploration in Svalbard, in order to better 
assess conditions for approved drilling new 
sites in the southern Barents Sea.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

"No more shoes piled up high!!"
The same goes for clothes, toys, kitchen 

items and other goods free for the taking at the 
renovated Bruktikken thrift store, which is re-
opening this week. Gone are the tables that 
goods used to be stacked on; in their place are 
shelves and clothing racks where everything is 
far better sorted and much easier to browse 
through. 

"As we know people, are desperate for us 
to reopen, we did as best as we could today to 
get some things back in the store and will be re-
opening tomorrow," a post at the thrift store's 
Facebook page announced Wednesday. 

The store will be open from 1 to 5 p.m. 
during its "debut." It is also expanded its regu-
lar opening times to three days a week (instead 
of two): from 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, and 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays.

The store was closed in mid June for the 
renovation, which volunteers originally hoped 
to complete by June 30. But delays in carpentry 
work set the schedule back a few weeks.

A storage room, above, holds donated items 
from Bruktikken, below, during its renovation.

COURTESY OF BRUKTIKKEN
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Taking out the trash
Artist removing rubbish hut at 
beach 'soon' despite pleas from 
locals who initially despised it 
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It took a long time for skeptics to be grow 
fond of a pile of trash on the beach. But now 
they can't talk its creator out of removing it.

A colorful hut built from waste collected 
during The Governor of Svalbard's annual 
cleanup cruise along north Spitsbergen last 
summer will be dismantled in the near future, 
according to Solveig Egeland, an artist from 
Kvinesdal who designed and helped build the 
project.

"I would like to meet those of you who 
have kept it and used it during the year," she 
wrote in a post on a Longyearbyen community 
Facebook page announcing she will be in town 
next Monday through Wednesday to inspect the 
hut and make planes for its removal. "I hope it 
has been for the enjoyment and contemplation 
of many."

The hut became the subject of fierce debate 
when it was built last August next to the Sval-
bard Sailing Club. Funding included a 350,000-
kroner grant from the Svalbard Environmental 
Protection Fund, which many locals argued 
could have been spent on more practical 
projects. Furthermore, some argued, there was 
nothing enjoyable in being forced to see a 
bunch of trash in such a prominent location.

Further controversy erupted when Egeland, 
who was supposed to dismantle the hut by Oct. 
1, said she was hoping to obtain permission to 
keep the hut on the beach through winter and 
beyond if local officials agreed and a caretaker 

could be found. She initially found no takers, 
but a handful of residents agreed to take care of 
the hut at what was supposed to be its farewell 
party at the end of September.

Unlike the arguments resulting from Ege-
land's previous announcements, there were 
near-universal pleas from locals to reconsider 
her decision to remove the hut.

"The project – as originally presented – I 
didn't have much to spare for," wrote Anne Lise 
Sandvik, perhaps the project's most vocal oppo-
nent, in a response to Egeland's Facebook post.  

"But how it has evolved, it has been the delight 
of many – young and old – and it should be 
possible to allow the money to be spent to get 
its benefits by allowing the hut to stand. If the 
will is present, everything is possible."

But Egeland said she agreed, as a condition 
of the hut's extension, to remove it by Novem-
ber of this year.

"For me as a responsible artist is this im-
portant to respect," she wrote.

Longyearbyen residents and visitors, left, gather around a fire outside the rubbish hut in February.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Kids climb the walls of a hut made from trash, left, during the annual summer solstice party at the Svalbard Sailing Club in June. At right, Solveig 
Egeland, the artist that designed and built the hut, gathers inside it with visitors at what was supposed to be a farewell party last September. The 
controversial structure was supposed to be removed last Oct. 1, but a last-minute offer from residents to care for it during the winter extended its life.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Having cracked down on where humans 
can go and do in east Svalbard, officials are 
now looking west.

Visitors will soon be forced to clean their 
shoes and clothes to remove unwanted seeds, 
ships banned from discharging any form of 
wastewater near shore, and birds granted larger 
sanctuaries if provisions in a new management 
plan for west Spitsbergen are enacted. The pro-
posed plan, submitted by The Governor of 
Svalbard to the Norwegian Environment Agen-
cy, details an extensive list of regulations and 
projects through 2024.

“The governor is proposing, among other 
things, to develop site-specific guidelines for 
organized traffic at nine different locations,” a 
summary of the plan states. “The purpose is to 
ensure that the traffic is as gentle as possible.”

Most of the proposed actions begin in 2016 
or later, since the plan must still be approved by 
the NEA and Parliament.

Cruise traffic in western Spitsbergen’s na-
tional parks has been generally increasing since 
2010, representing 27 percent of all landings in 
the archipelago during that time, according to 
the proposed plan. But “the number of different 
landing sites used in western Spitsbergen have 
been more stable over time than for east Sval-
bard, since ice conditions are generally not as 
problematic westward.”

A total of 12,519 tourists accounted for 
29,999 landings at 86 sites in national parks in 
west Spitsbergen in 2014, compared to the 142 
sites visited since 1996. Furthermore, 62 per-
cent of last year’s landings occurred in the top 
most-visited locations.

Five of the sites where new guidelines are 
sought are in Northwest Spitsbergen National 
Park, three are in South Spitsbergen National 
Park and one in Forlandet National Park.

In addition, the plan seeks to impose a gen-
eral traffic ban at Trollkjeldene, an area with 
two low-flow hot springs, with the option to ap-
ply for individual permits.

“In a small area around the hot springs are 
the highest concentration of red-listed species 
in Svalbard,” the plan notes.

The plan also proposes the creation of a 
new bird sanctuary in Liefdefjorden and ex-
panding the boundaries of the existing Blom-
strandhamna bird sanctuary to better protect 
birds nesting in those areas. Svalbard’s bird 
sanctuaries are off limits to visitors between 
May 15 and Aug. 15.

Invasive species are an increasing problem 
in Svalbard due to primarily to climate change, 
but visitors unconsciously bringing them in the 
form of seeds are also a potential threat. An ex-
amination of travelers’ footwear at Svalbard 
Airport in 2008 revealed 259 travelers were 
carrying 1,019 seeds, which “is potential for 
270,000 seeds per year that arrive by air pas-
sengers’ shoes,” according to the proposed 
plan.

COURTESY OF THE GOVERNOR OF SVALBARD

Researchers, left, conduct a bird census at Hermansenøya in 2010. At right, a series of graphs shows the number of visitors at the ten most popular 
locations in west Spitsbergen's national parks between 1996 and 2014. Images courtesy of The Governor of Svalbard. 

Cleaning up its Act
New rules from traffic limits to 
scrubbing shoes proposed by 
governor for west Spitsbergen 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A map shows the nine areas in west Svalbard 
where new restrictions are being proposed for 
human activity. The red dots signify cultural 
monuments where traffic would be banned. The 
yellow dots indicate areas where traffic would 
need to meet certain permitting requirements. 
The green dots are areas that would be subject 
to site-specific guidelines. The bird icons signify 
sanctuaries that would be off limits to traffic 
between May 15 and Aug. 15.
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about that day – that was the goal.”
“Now, four years later, I realize that it will 

never, ever be like as I had intended. That ini-
tial goal is packed away.”

Viljar, now 21 and attending college in 
Tromsø, suffered nearly fatal injuries when he 
was shot five times at the Utøya youth camp. 
He lost his right eye and three fingers, and 
spent several months in the hospital before he 
was able to return to his family’s home in 
Longyearbyen.

“That everyday should still be so challeng-
ing, that the psychological scars are just as ac-
tive and visible as the physical, is something 
I’m learning to live with every day,” he wrote 
in his anniversary post. “And one thing I’ve re-
alized is I will never be fully trained. It will be 
with me every day. Not just today, but also to-
morrow. And next week.”

“That said, this day is a good day. A day 
where all of Norway remembers. A day where 
all of Norway recalls. A day we must never al-
low to be forgotten.”

A memorial for the victims of Utøya – in-
cluding former Longyearbyen resident Jo-
hannes Buø, then 14, who was killed during the 
attack – was inaugurated Tuesday on the island 
about 30 kilometers northwest of Oslo. Also 
debuting this week is an exhibit in Oslo com-
memorating the mass shooting on the island 
that killed 69 people and bombings in Oslo that 
killed eight more. The latter is provoking con-
siderable anger among many who consider it a 
“hall of fame” for Anders Behring Breivik, a 
right-wing extremist who said he committed the 
killings to fight against against multiculturalism 
and a “Muslim invasion.”

“A July 22 museum should be just that, not 
a gathering place for ABB tributes/fascination,” 
Viljar wrote in a Twitter message last week.

Both Viljar and Terje have openly and fre-
quently discussed their experiences since that 
fateful day, appearing in documentaries, books 

and other widely seen media. Terje, 14 at the 
time, was trying to escape by swimming out to 
a boat when Breivik appeared and began firing 
at the youth and the boat. Terje was able to 
avoid physical injury by hiding under a rock 
wall with several others youths, but his brother 
wasn’t as fortunate.

“We talk together about what happened all 
the time,” Terje told NRK in an article pub-
lished on the tragedy’s fourth anniversary.

Torje said he’s briefly returned to the is-
land with his brother twice, but will never again 
return to the youth camp and he questions if it’s 
perhaps too early to resume them every sum-
mer.

“It’s not that if I’m not ready for it, then no 
one else should be allowed to be there to enjoy 
themselves,” he told NRK. “But I think it is too 
early, considering us who were physically there 
and the survivors who do not find it right yet.”

I’m fine, but living with Utøya every day. 
The buzzing is constantly in the back of my 

head and it will always be.”
The other local family most impacted by 

the attack – Buø’s – is also literally moving on 
while coping with the past. The family, who 
moved to Longyearbyen in 2008, returned to 
their mainland hometown of Mandal earlier this 
month so Buø’s younger brother, Elias, can be-
gin his high school education there this fall. His 
parents, Einar and Laila, celebrated their 25th 
wedding anniversary at the end of June. Einar, 
who is Longyearbyen’s cultural programs di-
rector, is officially away on one year’s leave.

A short anniversary memorial for 
Johannes, attended by Svalbard Gov. Odd 
Olsen Ingerø and other local leaders, took place 
Wednesday morning outside Svalbard Church, 
with Longyearbyen City Manager laying flow-
ers at the base of a sculpture placed there in re-
membrance of the teenager, who was one of the 
youngest victims of the tragedy.

'It will never, ever be like as I had intended'
SCARS, from page 1

Norwegian Prime Minister and Erna Solberg and Minister of Local Government and Modernization 
Jan Tore Sanner preside over the debut of a July 22, 2011, exhibit in Oslo this week.

ANN KRISTIN LINDAAS / KMD

A ring-shaped 
memorial inscribed 
with the names of 

the 69 people killed 
during the mass 

shooting on Utøya 
is unveiled this 

week on the north 
side of the island. 

The memorial is 
surrounded by 

seating, with views 
of the fjords, and 

"there will be 
planted plants that 

attract butterflies 
that are native to 

the island," 
according to a 

description of the 
project at the 
website of a 

survivors' support 
group 

(www.utoya.no/
english). 

COURTESY OF UTØYA 2015

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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icepeople.net
For everyone who's said "you should charge for your paper" 
and/or appreciate an English source of local news and/or 
articles about stuff not in the "real" newspaper 
In the true spirit of alternative newspapers, we've 

kept Icepeople free (and unlike some of them, 
also free of porn and "hookup" ads) because it's 

a labor of love – and we have a fierce 
independent streak, editorially speaking. But this 

is your chance to show you mean it with a 
voluntary "subscription" that can help cover 

our costs. An eight-page issue like this costs 10 
kroner apiece just for photocopying, to say 

nothing of other expenses (which doesn't include 
"luxuries" like our editor's massive coffee and 

other survival costs, which he's trying to deal with 
through various fledgling bits of work). Multiply 
that over the course of year (or several) and…

well, it adds up rather fast if one guy's paying for 
virtually all of it. 

Notice how it's tastefully low-key, with 
no pop-ups, autoplay videos or mad 

Flash effects to get your attention? 
We hope so, because we'd really like 
to keep it that way and prove peopler 

don't have to be bludgeoned. 

Want more details or to hear this groveling in person? Contact our editor at marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638.

We've literally given our all to keep you informed and 
entertained about all things Svalbard for years…

…now we're asking you to help us keep helping you

For those who just want to make some 
money (not that there's anything wrong 
with that, since we obviously do as well)...
We're stepping up our efforts to provide more coverage in print and online, with 
the hope of making large newspapers like this the norm while continuing to 
provide daily updates about breaking news at our website. As part of that, we're 
also now hoping to lure advertisers who appreciate the large local and 
global audience we're built up during the past six years – if not for our sake, 
then because it's a prime opportunity to reach the visitors (actual and potential) 
who discover this miracle on ice through us, plus of course Svalbard's huge and 
growing number of international residents. Our rates are rather cheap, so if 
you're one of those "alternative" businesses sharing our woes of struggle, it's an 
idea way of getting attention along with the major players.



Page 8 July 22, 2015

SUDS, from page 1

July 26
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Ant-Man," U.S. action/
sci-fi, no age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
July 28
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 2
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Mission: Impossible – 
Rouge Nation," U.S. action/thriller, no 
age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
Aug. 4
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 9
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Pixels" (3D), U.S. 
comedy/sci-fi, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 11
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 14
7 p.m.: Svalbard Day celebration, with 
history presentation and music. Svalbard 
Church.
Aug. 16
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Trainwreck," U.S. 
comedy, no age limit specified 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 18
7 p.m. Evening Mass and fireplace social. 
Svalbard Church.
Aug. 22
5 p.m.: Movie: "Minons" (3D), U.S. 
animated/comedy dubbed in Norwegian. 
No age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
Aug. 23
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Man From U.N.C.L.," 
U.S. action/comedy, ages 11 and up. 
Kulturhuset. 

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Sea level rise of 3 meters in 50 years?
● June sets yet another high-temp record
● Latest hot 'foodie' spot is…Greenland? 
● World's oldest sperm found in Antarctica

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Brewery faces sobering struggles

A worker welds part of a cover for a vat that arrived with a damaged panel at Svalbard Bryggeri. 
Other shipping-related problems such as delays are forcing the brewery to start operations two 
months later than originally planned, with the local Oktoberfest set as the "official" opening date.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

"We've said 'next week' for a few weeks 
now," he said.

Riis said the brewery has all the ingredi-
ents for the four types of beer it plans to brew 
– pale ale, lager, stout and wheat – but some 
equipment still needs to be installed and 
cleaned. The fermentation process means it 
will be ten days from the time the brewery 
fires up until the first product is canned.

"You're not going to get any beer in July," 
he said.

The brewery was scheduled to start up in 
May, but delays in shipping equipment and 
longer-than-expected assembly work have 
added to what was already a lengthy effort. 
Riis and Johansen said they have been working 
from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. during the past two 
weeks to get the final pieces in place.

"It's not that hard," Riis said. "You just 
have to have a mindset."

The recipes for the brews won't be final-

ized until the equipment is running and evalu-
ated – and even after the first suds are canned 
Riis said adjustments will be made in response 
to taste tests and feedback.

"Beers are always changing," he said. 
"You do small changes all the time."

The initial production target is 2,200 cans 
of beer an hour, with sales aimed at Svalbard 
and northern Norway before expanding further 
down the mainland and beyond.

The brewery's debut will be a "soft" open-
ing, with a ceremonial opening on the first day 
of Longyearbyen's Oktoberfest festival Sept. 
25.

Beyond prevailing in the challenge to the 
alcohol production ban – more of a foot-drag-
ging process by the government than an adver-
sarial one – Johansen had to cope with the dif-
ficulties of being in a remote area with strict 
environmental laws.


