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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

Bearly aware: Polar bear destroys two 
tents at poorly chosen campsite; group 
also had trouble with weapon

Page 3

High stakes: 
Gamblers, Norway's 
military eyeing odds 
of a heated Arctic
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

'Double moralists': Parliament leaders say 
hypocrisy about nixing coal investments and 
supporting Store Norske bailout is proper
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WENCHE RAVLO

Weather summary
Partly cloudy and breezy, with 
warm temperatures increasing to 
13C this weekend

Full forecast page 3

See MYSTERY, page 3

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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Hope or hot air?

Mass grave mystery becomes 
real-life bone chiller for team 
trying to save exposed ruins

'MURDERS ON BJØRNØYA'

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Things are proceeding at a glacial pace, 
which means they're happening too fast in 
Svalbard and too slow in the diplomatic world.

But U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, 
during a visit to the archipelago this week, said 
he's optimistic a meaningful agreement to limit 
climate change can be reached during an inter-
national summit in Paris at the end of year.

The positive tone, however, came days af-
ter he said negotiations are moving "far too 
slow." Furthermore, studies show the emissions 
cutbacks the world's largest polluters are agree-
ing to won't be enough achieve his goal of lim-
iting global temperature rise to less than two 
degrees Celsius by 2100.

Ban's two-day tour was his second trip to 
Svalbard, following a three-day tour in 2009 
before the last U.N. climate summit in Copen-
hagen. He repeated previous concerns about 
the rapid shrinking of glaciers, this time having 
firsthand knowledge of the changes in a rela-
tively short timespan.  

"It looks magnificent," he said aboard a tour 
boat a few hundred meters from Blomstrand-
breen. "But at the same time I am alarmed that 
there are so many cracks that will soon break. 
They are melting very rapidly, I fully agree 
with what scientists have been projecting. Un-
less we take action now we will have to regret. 
We have to keep global temperature rise below 
two degrees as soon as possible."

U.N. chief visits Svalbard, says 'ambitious' climate pact possible, contrasting recent remarks and data

Arild Vivås measures a grave, about three times the size of a typical one for a trapper, at Nordhamna 
on Bjornøya. It is believed to contain the bodies of 14 Russian hunters who died mysteriously.

DAG NÆVESTAD / SYSSELMANNEN

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A common tale is the grave contains the 
bodies of those killed when a trawler sank in 
1938. Except the cross and a chain surrounding 
are visible in a picture taken in 1924. Not to 
mention there are nearby graves and ruins dat-
ing back to the 1700s.

And bones – lots of bones – of both hu-
mans and walruses.

A team of archaeologists is trying to solve 
this riddle of what they call "murder and mys-
tery on Bjørnøya" as part of a project to exca-
vate and document graves and other ruins on 
the island that are being exposed and threat-
ened by erosion. So far nothing's been ruled 
out, including the possibility the bodies were 
brought there from another mass grave nearby.

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon discusses 
climate change impacts and politics with 
reporters during a glacier tour this week in 
Svalbard. A 17-minute video showing highlights 
of his visit is available at tinyurl.com/pzf2x7u.

RICK BAJORNAS / UNITED NATIONS



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Who's to blame and how 
to express your wrath
Editor
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Vei 210 -2- 13
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We've been known to stretching things a bit 
to connect weird happenings in the world to 
Svalbard (which is to say, we do it all the time), 
but we can't figure out how somebody has 
managed to tie the Confederate flag, Hitler, 
the Klu Klux Klan, the Taliban and the 
fourth dynasty creation of The Great Sphinx 
of Giza to the Svalbard Global Seed Vault. 
Yet a picture of our local zombie hideout is 
featured in an article titled "Confederate Land 
Art: The Apotheosis of Racist Iconography" 
that delves into the questionable history of 
folks who created some of the world's best-
known landmarks (tinyurl.com/on67eda). We 
might understand if the article was yet another 
conspiracy rant about Bill Gates and Monsanto 
taking over the world by controlling our food 
supply, but here's the bizarre passage that 
seems like it was inserted by a random word 
generator: "Green design today, inspired in part 
by precedent but more by new technologies, 

environmental imperatives, and economic ad-
justments also looks at ways to merge with the 
earth itself planet (plant?) and according sys-
tems both in form and function. Norway's Sval-
bard Global Seed Vault of 2008 by its public 
works office Statsbygg provides a peerless 
metaphor, a 'living Fort Knox.'" It then pro-
ceeds to the blowing up of sixth-century sand-
stone Buddhas of Bamiyan. In short (since 
we're out of space), WTF?

trumps subtlety whenever it sees its chance. 

He also expressed confidence that Russia can do everything itself: from special 
fabrics and equipment for any research work in the Arctic.

РИА Новости http://ria.ru/economy/20150604/1068123958.html#ixzz3c-
ZLTVNCk

watch guy

Lancing the lance
http://www.breitbart.com/london/2015/05/13/what-the-bbc-doesnt-want-you-to-

know-about-polar-ice/

electric cars in Svalbard
Electric car number 50,000 was recently registered in Norway, two years ahead 

of planned schedule. Only in March, nearly 25 percent of all cars sold in Norway 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Stone stupid: These misunderstood Klan heroes 
apparently have ties to our seed shrine.

Go ahead – take your best shot

Svalbard's toughest polar bear plays the lead role in a new "Amazing Places" video titled "The 
Islands Where Guns are Required" (tinyurl.com/ohpc3hv). The video, part of a series by producer 
Tom Scott, is fueling a lively debate among gun fans and opponents, including questions about 
what kind of firepower would be needed to take out the star of the show (tripwire explosives end 
up being part of the debate, thanks to a massive overestimation of their potency). Other videos 
from Svalbard focus on the Doomsday Vault and how miraculous it is there are modern things like 
wi-fi. But not everybody watching seems to come away with a clear understanding of the area. 
Guns.com, noting Svalbard's remoteness and bitter cold, declares "it made a good idea to locate 
the Global Seed Vault there as sort of a Noah’s Ark of plant species as a hedge on the 
apocalypse. There, guards at the worlds most hard to get to garden center keep a 24-hour armed 
watch against random polar bears." Bad grammar aside, the only full-time armed guards we've 
seen outside the vault were on "The Futurama Holiday Spectacular" back in 2010.

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

PRIVATE

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

TOM SCOTT 
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. W winds to 35 km/h. 
High 7C (2C wind chill), low 
5C (1C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 32 
km/h. High 10C (6C wind 
chill), low 6C (2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Partly cloudy. E winds to 25 
km/h. High 13C (10C wind 
chill), low 10C (7C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 12C (9C), 10C (7C), light 24:00h; Monday, cloudy, 9C (7C), 7C (5C), light 24:00h; Tuesday, 
p. cloudy, 10C (6C), 7C (4C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, 8C (5C), 5C (0C), light 24:00h

Data provided by storm.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Reindeer  population down in 
Adventdalen, but still high

Adventdalen's reindeer population de-
clined slightly from last year's record 
numbers, but is still higher than researchers 
expected and confirms a trend toward larger 
herds, according to two independent counts. 
The Norwegian Polar Institutes estimates this 
year's population is about 1,300 reindeer due 
to a high winter survival rate among adults. 
On the other hand, only about half of the does 
had calves, whereas last year most gave birth. 
"We are now operating at a level that for the 
first 17 years would have been unimaginable," 
said Nicholas Tyler, a reindeer researcher at 
The Arctic University of Norway at the Uni-
versity of Tromsø, which performed the other 
survey. "Then the average was 600. Now the 
average is well over 1,000." He said climate 
change appears to be resulting in better graz-
ing areas and this year's wet winter weather 
freed up hillsides reindeer could feed on.

Repairs to weather-damaged 
Mine 7 road underway  

Repairs are underway on the road from 
Longyearbyen to Mine 7, which was heavily 
damaged during the winter, according to city 
officials. "The road has in some places become 
so bad there is no longer a mass to drive on and 
of course it's unpleasant for coal vehicles, but 
also for those who have cabins up in the valley 
and for tourist traffic," said Einar Olsen, a pro-
duction engineer for Enhet, which is providing 
technical assistance to the city. Planning started 
a month ago and workers hope to have the 
worst sections repaired by next week.

Accidental shot damages 
house; no injures reported 

A .30-06 caliber bullet accidentally fired 
in a residential building in the center of Long-
yearbyen caused structural damage, but no in-
juries, according to The Governor of Svalbard. 
The man, not realizing the gun was loaded, 
pulled the trigger and sent the bullet through a 
wall on the second floor, damaging a bed and 
a water pipe before landing in the yard about 
10 meters outside the building, according to 
Police Chief Lt. Ståle Nylund. The man will 
likely be fined an undisclosed amount.

Friday
Mostly clear. S winds to 29 km/
h. High 12C (9C wind chill), 
low 9C (5C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MYSTERY, from page 1

A tomb from grave times  

Dag Nævestad, above in foreground, a 
field assistant for The Governor of 

Svalbard, inspects a gravesite on the 
coast of Bjørnøya. Behind him, an 

archaeologist inspects a cliffside where 
bones are being exposed due to erosion. 
At right, soil from a burial site is sifted in 

a search for objects that may provides 
clues as to who is buried in a mass grave 

and how they died. Some narratives 
state the grave contains victims of a 

1938 shipwreck since the name of the 
site (St. Sebastian) is the same as the 

ship's. Photos courtesy of the Bjørnøya 
Meteorologiske Stasjon

New one-of-a-kind city service 
boat will assist in emergencies 
in addition to transport duties

One person commonly suspected of bury-
ing the bodies is Sivert Tobiesen, a trapper and 
captain whose expedition in 1855-56 took the 
first meteorological observations on the island. 
He "made a grim discovery" a few minutes' 
walk east of where the current grave is, wrote 
Arild Vivås, the excavation project's field lead-
er, in the project's official blog.

"He came across a mass grave behind a 
small stone wall," Vivås wrote. Inside were 14 
bodies, with clothing remnants suggesting 
they'd been burned in an attempt to cover up 
the crime.

"At the time, horror stories were circulat-
ing from the Russian Pomor trapping teams 
about murder, mutiny and crew who were left 

behind to a certain death," Vivås wrote.
A leading theory is Tobiesen, anguished 

by the discovery, dug another large grave – 
and three times the size of a typical trapper's 
grave – nearby at Nordhamna because he may 
have believed it would have been the Pormors' 
natural burial site. He then refilled the original 
mass grave with walrus bones.

But Vivås states that, after days of ponder-
ing, project members are beginning to question 
the theory since there appears to be better "nat-
ural" site locations.

A second theory is the captain of a Rus-
sian vessel dug the grave as part of an effort to 
lay claim to the area in 1899.

, the excavation project's field leader, in the 
project's official blog.

The fenced-in cross is located at a Nordham-
na site now known as St. Sebastian, named after a 
British trawler that wrecked and sank on the north 
side of the island on Sept. 29, 1938. That resulted 
in the scuttlebutt that the victims of the shipwreck 
are there, except clues beyond that 1924 photo say 
otherwise.

"The cross and the tomb are probably much 
older," wrote a researcher at the Bjørnøya Meteo-
rological Station in a blog post. "On site there are 
several housing ruins and tombs, for Russian Po-
mors who hunted walrus in the 1700s and perhaps 
into the early 1800s."

The grave is marked 
"He believed, therefore, that this was a cap-

ture at least 14 who had fallen out with other Po-
mors and who had to pay with their lives."

se who also Sivert Tobiesen  
It is also part of the story, that Sivert To-

biesen in 1865 a mass grave in Walrus shoreline, 
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GLACIAL, from page 1

July 9
12:15 p.m.: Lecture: "Zoonotic parasites 
in Arctic wildlife," by PhD student Eva 
Eva Myšková. UNIS.
July 12
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Mandariner," Estonian/
Georgian drama/crime, ages 11 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
July 14
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
July 19
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Ted 2," U.S. comedy, no 
age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
July 21
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
July 26
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Ant-Man," U.S. action/
sci-fi, no age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
July 28
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 2
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Mission: Impossible – 
Rouge Nation," U.S. action/thriller, no 
age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
Aug. 4
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 9
7 p.m.: Movie: "Pixels" (3D), U.S. 
comedy/sci-fi, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 16
7 p.m.: Movie: "Trainwreck," U.S. 
comedy, no age limit specified 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Russia doubles troops at Novaya Zemlya
●Sea levels rise 20 ft. with slight warming
● U.S.: We're way behind in Arctic race
● Taste-testing Greenland's microbrews 

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Ban: 'We don't have Plan B' 

Ban Ki-moon meets with Erika Gjelsvik, 13, and Johannes Breivik, 13, aboard the Lance research 
vessel. The youths were part of a student group that skied to the North Pole and participated in a 
sea ice study aboard the ship  this year as part an effort to raise awareness about climate change.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

But that's not likely to happen with the 
currently planned emissions cutbacks. The Eu-
ropean Union is agreeing to cut its 1990s levels 
by 40 percent by 2030, while the U.S. is plan-
ning a cut of 26 to 28 percent from its 2005 
levels by 2025. China is pledging its emissions 
will peak by 2030, which is prompting de-
mands from other countries for more aggres-
sive and specific action.

A study by the International Energy Agen-
cy says such cuts are "consistent with an aver-
age temperature increase of around 2.6 degrees 
Celsius by 2100 and 3.5 degrees Celsius after 
2200." A separate study from Bloomberg New 
Energy Finance shows carbon emissions are 
set to rise by 13 percent in 2040. 

Another major sticking point is money, 
with rich countries failing to live up to a 
pledge from Copenhagen to provide $100 bil-

lion to poor countries for climate pollution and 
protection by 2020.

Ban, meeting with world leaders at the end 
of June, said talks are bogged down and nu-
merous controversies remain with only 10 for-
mal days of negotiation left before the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference in Paris, 
according to The Guardian.

"The negotiation pace is too slow, far too 
slow,” he said. "It is moving at a snail’s pace."

Ban kept to a more upbeat tone during his 
Svalbard tour, which included visits to Ny-
Ålesund, the Svalbard Satellite Station and a 
cruise on the Lance research vessel.

"I'm reasonably optimistic we can have a 
universal and ambitious climate change agree-
ment," he said. But at the same time "we don't 
have Plan B."

RICK BAJORNAS / UNITED NATIONS


