
???

“

”

To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

'Longyearbyen at its best:' Modern 
tragedies, triumphs part of traditional 
tributes during Syttende Mai celebration
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Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloudy, with 
moderate winds and temperatures 
ranging from 4C to 8C.

Full forecast page 3
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Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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TORGEIR PRYTZ

So U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry visited Svalbard…what difference does it make now? Exactly one week – to the hour – after 
this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

See VISIT, page 4

Visitors use, destroy grill at 
cabin; some owners wonder if 
security cameras are needed

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

The grill area of a cabin owned by Torgeir Prytz 
lies damaged after being used by visitors.

No charges 
sought in Dec. 
19 avalanche

Page 12

Congregants receiving Communion during an outdoor Mass in March on Hiorthfjellet, left, are filmed by a camera as part of the 10-episode BBC 
"docu-soap" "Ice People – Life on the Edge." At right, a camera crew films the official opening of KunstPause at Galleri Svalbard in November.

WANT TO BBC A STAR?

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

An unidentified Trondheim man won 13,58 
Twenty pe

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

They continuously and openly shared inti-
mate triumphs and some of their worst personal 
tragedies for the better part of a year. Now the 
drama is seeing the extremes others will go to 
in presenting their lives to the world.

The camera crews that became a familiar 
sight in Longyearbyen as they followed ten res-
idents around from last October until the end of 
May have departed and now the thousands of 
hours of footage is being condensed into a ten-
episode "docu-soap" scheduled to air on BBC 
Earth this fall. Titled "Ice People – Life on the 
Edge," the series is being promoted as a "real-
life Fortitude" featuring "a host of intriguing 
characters who prove that it takes tremendous 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Just another day: I'm uttering profanities 
at my laptop in a cafe while a guy I vaguely 
know runs his hands under my shirt and 
through my pants pockets. This place being 
the "extreme" version of ultra-tolerant Nor-
way, where breastfeeding nipples and same-
sex couples kissing in public don't cause a 
riot, nobody nearby gives a rat's ass.

The indifference to the only type of grop-
ing of my erotic zones I've experienced since 

I play the villain

See SURREALITY page 5See REALITY, page 4

Locals followed by film crews for 
eight months hoping reality is 
extreme enough for 'docu-soap' 

They saved my belongings and 
stole my fishwrapper's name; it 
was definitely 'life on the edge'  

"You're a star!" Whether it's industry lingo or 
just part of the company's employee training, 
that substitute for "thanks" was heard often.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Who's to blame and how 
to express your wrath
Editor
Mark Sabbatini

Principal of principles
Kristan Hutchison

Psychiatrist
Irene Gallion

Accomplice
Jeff Newsom

Mailing address
Icepeople
Vei 210 -2- 13
Longyearbyen, Svalbard
9170
Norway

Telephone
Norway: +47 41 51 46 38
U.S. +1 (970) 673-4472

E-mail
marksabbatini@yahoo.com

Web site
www.icepeople.net

Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Since this seems to be our "reality check" is-
sue, we're leading with something whose only 
local connection is it involves our unofficial 
"sister city" in the U.S., but is high on our rant 
list for WTF Are Climate Change Deniers 
Thinking??!! It was a chilling weekend in 
Juneau, Alaska, where within a day of each 
other: 1) record flooding occurred when a 
glacial ice dam collapsed and released an en-
tire lake on the town, and 2) a 1,225-meter-
high mountainside spontaneously collapsed on 
a glacier field a bit further north. It should be 
noted not just the skeptics are shrugging those 
events off; scientists are basically saying "hey, 
stuff like that happens these days." Something 
about the mountains in that glacier field being a 
bit fragile and the in-town glacier beating a 
hasty retreat for many years, so events on a 
similar scale occurred at both during the past 
couple of years. Here's guessing mass-scale dis-
asters due to climate change will take on the 
taboo associated with mass shootings, where 
the suggestion it's easier to carry a real gun than 
a toy one in many places will bring cries of ex-
ploiting tragedies for political gain … But just 
to provide some balance, lest skeptics accuse us 
accepting climate change on faith, they have 
plenty of company even in our backyard as the 
latest essay by Svalbard Church Priest Leif 
Magne Helgesen calling for action on climate 

change was savaged by commenters who 
read it in Aftenbladet. A couple samples: 
"priests should stick to what they do best – su-
perstition" and "nonsense priest! Politicians and 
the priest can't do much with natural fluctua-
tions…but there is a lot of money in this." 
Um…really? Tell us how because even running 
end less polar porn has failed us so far … Final-
ly, this week's sensationalist "The Russians are 
Coming" headline goes to Outside magazine 
for an article about the disastrous season at 
the Barneo Ice Camp titled "It’s the Cuban 
Missile Crisis Up Here!" (at tinyurl.com/
z5u24hn). It's actually a nicely balanced pre-
sentation of the sandbox fight by both Russia 
and Norway, in fact, the quote is by a guide at-
tacking the latter for its mean new plane policy. 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Stag flick

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

"Comparable to roughly 60 million medium-
size SUVs:" So…how many snowmobiles would 
that be if this happened in Adventdalen?

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

PAUL SWANSTROM

MADS FORCHHAMMER / UNIS
A male reindeer prepares to get laid by shedding its outerwear and developing hard 
protuberances. Sex has been rife among the species in Adventdalen recently, as this year's 
population count nearly matches the estimated 1,300 observed during the previous two counts, 
according to The University Centre in Svalbard. There were about 600 individuals in the early 1980s.

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com



A criminal mistake?
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. Variable winds to 
25 km/h. High 8C (6C wind 
chill), low 5C (2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Cloudy. W winds to 32 km/h. 
High 6C (1C wind chill), low 
5C (0C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Partly cloudy. NW winds to 25 
km/h. High 8C (5C wind chill), 
low 6C (2C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 6C (3C), 4C (0C), light 24:00h; Monday, cloudy, 5C (1C), 3C (-1C), light 24:00h; Tuesday, 
rain, 6C (2C), 5C (1C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, rain, 6C (4C), 5C (1C), light 24:00h; 

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. NW winds to 29 km/h. 
High 7C (4C wind chill), low 
5C (1C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Svalbard gets 8M kroner for
sustainable tourism projects

The Norwegian government is allocating 
eight million kroner to develop Svalbard as a 
sustainable tourism destination, according to 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Børge Brende, 
who said the decision is a result of the recent-
ly revised "white paper" outlining policy goals 
for the archipelago. "The government ex-
pressed concern that the unique, pristine 
wilderness is an important part of the product 
the tourism industry sells," he said. "A focus 
on experiences between the regions around 
Longyearbyen will contribute to more stable 
jobs in all of the tourism industry." Visit Sval-
bard Director Ronny Brunvoll said the fund-
ing will allow an acceleration already-planned 
efforts to significantly during the next several 
years to help replace the large layoffs occur-
ring during the past few years due to near-to-
tal halt of coal mining.

'Audit' of dumpsters shows 
many ignoring sorting rules 

An "audit" of Longyearbyen's dumpsters 
shows many residents are not sorting their 
trash properly, which means a higher cost for 
processing and shipping that must be shared 
by all residents, according to supervisors at 
the city's waste processing plant. Workers 
sorting through three dumpsters found, for ex-
ample, 27 percent of the trash by weight was 
food waste, much of which should have been 
disposed of using grinders in kitchen sinks. 
Also problematic is large amounts of card-
board – often attached to plastic – and bags of 
items containing aluminum.

Mix owners hope to open 
late-night eatery this fall

Late night/early morning noshing for the 
post-pub crowd and other nocturns may final-
ly return to Lompensenteret after nearly a 
three-year absence as the owners of the Mix 
kiosk are planned to install a new kitchen with 
dine-in/takeout fast food options. The expan-
sion will include room for about 30 to 40 din-
ers. Late-night food options have been nearly 
non-existent since Classic Pizza was forced to 
shut down in late 2013, resulting in a spate of 
fires caused by people falling asleep while 
cooking food in the wee hours of the morning.

Prosecutors to weigh charges in 
shooting of bear at Austfjordnes 
that also resulted in death of cub

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The case of fatal shooting of a female polar 
bear at the Austfjordnes trapping station last 
month, which resulted in the subsequent killing 
of her cub, is being sent to prosecutors in 
Tromsø to determine if criminal charges should 
be filed, according to The Governor of Svalbard.

"The background is there is great public 
interest in the case," a statement released this 
week by the governor's office notes. "In 
addition, the governor leased Austfjordnes to 
the trappers. The governor therefore finds it 
appropriate the matter be placed before a 
prosecutor for review."

The mother bear was shot by either Gard 
Christophersen or Bård Blæsterdalen, who 

began a one-year stint as caretakers at the 
station in late May. They told officials there 
was no time but to act in self-defense after 
encountering the mother and her cub at close 
range, but they they meant to fire a warning 
shot at the mother bear using a rubber bullet.

"It was, however, a shotgun shell that was 
fired, so mother bear died," the statement notes. 
"The bear has a cub born this winter and it no 
possibility of fending for itself. The cub was 
therefore unfortunately euthanized following 
advice from the Norwegian Polar Institute."

The Svalbard Environmental Protection 
Act states people outside settlements "shall 
implement necessary measures to avoid the risk 
of attack by polar bears and to avert such an 
attack without injuring or killing the animal." 
The leader of a Czech tour group was fined 
10,000 kroner last year for negligence in the 
shooting of a bear at Tempelfjorden.

The historic Austfjordnes trapping station, 
above, continues to be occupied by 

caretakers selected by The Governor of 
Svalbard for one-year stints. At right, a 
female polar lays dead near the station 

after being shot June 13 by one of the two 
trappers currently at Austfjordnes. The 

trappers said they shot the animal in self-
defense, but meant to fire a rubber bullet 

rather than a shotgun shell. Officials were 
subsequently forced kill the bear's cub after 

deciding it could not survive on its own in 
the wild. Photos courtesy of The Governor 

of Svalbard.



Benjamin Vidmar and Melissa Berl, left, work on Longyearbyen's first outdoor greenhouse in May while being filmed for a ten-episode reality show 
scheduled to air this fall. At right, Christine Lockwood-Ireland – another of the show's "stars" – and others are filmed preparing for a snowmobile trip.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

REALITY, from page 1

'Docu-soap' a drama for 'stars'
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

personality to live in one of the most extreme 
places on Earth."

Such descriptions are regarded with vary-
ing degrees of amusement and bemusement by 
those filmed, who consider the stereotype more 
myth than reality.

"I think we all try to be normal people, not 
polar heroes." said one participant who was 
among those offering the most praise for the 
project overall.

(Note: Due to contracts most participants 
signed prohibiting them from any unapproved 
statements before the show is aired – or making 
any disparaging comments ever – the names 
and identifying details of those quoted in this 
article are being withheld. The names of the 
participants have been publicly released, and 
photos and other materials that do identify peo-
ple and incidents are based on statements by 
crew members or by participants participating 
in press events.)

It'd be hard to name an eight-month stretch 

in recent history with more real-life drama for a 
"reality show," including Store Norske's deci-
sion to shut down virtually all coal mining 
that's been the town's mainstay since its found-
ing a century ago, and the Dec. 19 avalanche 
that changed the community far more immedi-
ately in psychological and physical ways.

What remains to be seen is how such 
events will reshape the preconceived concept of 
portraying ordinary occupations – student, tour 
guide, taxi driver, priest – as something more 
adventurous than they really are because they're 
occurring here.

"I was constantly trying to unwind them," 
said another participant who expressed enthusi-
asm about the project overall.

Of course, plenty of undertakings consid-
ered normal elsewhere in the world do possess 
extreme or historic elements here. Snowmo-
biles are used reach several Masses in the re-
mote outdoors conducted by the priest. Two 
"stars" are entrepreneurs establishing Long-
yearbyen's first-ever brewery and the town's 

first outdoor greenhouse. And the work of a 
university avalanche researcher changed drasti-
cally following the tragedy in December.

Those interviewed offered varying opin-
ions about how enjoyable it was being followed 
by film crews for months and their hopefulness 
the show will reflect reality. But there was gen-
eral agreement the process improved as crews 
learned more about Svalbard and its residents, 
and the show's expected widespread viewership 
is likely to be beneficial to the community.

"I think even if everything is not completely 
accurate it will still be good exposure for Sval-
bard," one main participant said. "A lot of peo-
ple may watch it and decide they want to come 
here, and then they'll learn what it's really like."

Most participants agreed a genuine effort 
to capture "real experiences" was made, al-
though some said the presence of cameras obvi-
ously affected them. In addition, some said there 
were times it felt like there was an attempt to 
"script" those experiences for a TV audience.

"Sometimes they kept asking the same 
question," one "star" said. "It felt like they 
didn't like my answer so they kept asking until I 
gave them the one they wanted."

Another nuisance, according to another 
participant, were overt attempts to concoct in-
teractions between main characters by suggest-
ing encounters unlikely to occur in reality or 
awkwardly prodding one toward another if two 
happened to be in the same area.

Many locals expressed concerns during 
filming about being captured on camera 
whether they wanted to be or not.

"It seems a bit strange to put up a small 
piece of paper somewhere on a public place, 
stating that you lose your personal rights when 
you enter that area," a comment posted on 
Facebook noted. "And this note is not even vis-
ible from all accesses." 

But while interactions with crews generally 
improved the longer they were in town, concern 
was expressed by some participants about two 
lingering issues – a frequent change in crews 
and the fact the production of the show is now 
in the hands of people who weren't involved 
with the filming process.

PAUL JACKSON



Page 5July 5 2016

Casting a castout

See SURREALITY, page 6

The author's lowest moment during eight months of filming – being evicted from his apartment on two hours' notice in February due to massive structural 
damage – was also the highest during his interaction with the crews as everyone in Svalbard at time responded with SUVs to help pack as well as film.

CHRISTOPHER ENGÅS / SVALBARDPOSTEN

arriving here eight years ago isn't feigned. I'm 
numb to it after five or six months and accept 
it'll be a part of my life for a couple more. The 
locals at the nearby tables have similarly adapt-
ed – and some move out of camera range be-
fore filming begins – although visitors do fre-
quently gawk at the general ruckus.

I seldom look up from my laptop as I go 
through yet another session of asking what 
feels like the same questions for the hundredth 
time: What am I writing? How do I feel the 
struggle to keep my newspaper alive is going? 
And the inevitably annoying "so…this is a big 
story for you?" (I later figure out it's because 
they've decided my role will be writing the 
"story of the week" – or possibly two.)

My replies are honest and automatic, hav-
ing become used to the lights from both this 
project and scores of on-camera interviews for 
other projects during my eight years here. I try 
to be open about my thoughts and feelings 
since my occupation asks others to do the same. 
I tell quirky tales about local happenings. I ago-
nize about my many sleepless nights worrying 
I'll be forced to leave here because my newspa-
per collapses financially.

The filming, like every other, also offers a 
treasure trove of howlers folks can use against 
me in the future if anything I write pisses them 
off. I utter blatant falsehoods about Svalbard's 
history (and have flop sweats when I realize it 
later and desperately ask they burn the footage). 
I suffer "oops" brainfarts such as forgetting the 
event I'm at is a St. Lucia's Day celebration. I 
even had a Trump-like moment during Mass 

when I try to drink from the Communion cup 
instead of dunking my "little cracker" in it.

Meanwhile, the thought always on my 
mind – and which has been since shortly after a 

couple of women stopped by that same table 
last February and mentioned the project – is 
why the hell are these people recording these 

SURREALITY, from page 1

CHRISTOPHER ENGÅS / SVALBARDPOSTEN
Locals said they often didn't see the posted signs about filming taking place, but it was pretty hard to 
miss when crews were crowing passageways and capturing "stars" and secretive types alike.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

Showing 'reality' – with multiple takes
SURREALITY, from page 5

Pyramiden guide Alexander Romanovskiy, left, is caught between two cameras as a reality TV crew films me covering his efforts to call for a helicopter 
to rescue an ailing co-worker in the settlement. At center, a widely published "hero shot" of Mary-Ann Dahle, one of the "stars" of the show, bears a 
certain resemblance to a female star in the fictional TV series "Fortitude." The "docu-soap" is being promoted as a "real-life" version of the fictional show.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

hundreds of hours of footage that will show the 
world the person with perhaps the least interest-
ing life in Svalbard?

It's a question I declined to publicly ponder 
during filming since such articles wouldn't be 
part of this fishwrapper if the cameras were ab-
sent and I would therefore be allowing the show 
to alter "reality." But with them long gone from 
town and the show scheduled to air as early as 
next month, here at last are the rants of a mania-
cal muckraker who directed some of his fiercest 
profanity and most undying gratitude to the peo-
ple behind the cameras during eight of the most 
dramatic months in Svalbard modern history – 
as well as what turned out to be my own.

But since this is an absurdly long abomina-
tion of the word processor that can only be read 
in full at the website, a few highlights first, es-
pecially for those who followed the project and 
are familiar with the ordeals I encountered:

• Despite my frequent and often intense 
bitching – if the crew votes on which "star" was 
the biggest pain in the ass I'll win in a runaway 
– my feelings about the experience and the 
crews are highly positive as a whole. Like 
many participants, I thought their efforts im-
proved greatly the longer they were here and 
my grievances were business, not person (con-
versations off camera were typically far differ-
ent off camera than on). Most of all, I obvious-
ly am immensely grateful to them personally 
after everyone here at the time responded and 
broke the "fourth wall" by helping me salvage 
my possessions during the two-hour evacuation 
of Gamle Sykehuset in February.

• I'm ambivalent about the show "borrow-
ing" this fishwrapper's name, but none of the 
aspects that irritate me are strong enough to 
make me do much other than whine some more 
– not that it would matter legally if I felt other-
wise. Besides, the name has an intriguing histo-
ry going back nearly 20 years and involving 
someone else who definitely wouldn't sue.

• I was initially skeptical of the show's po-
tential due to those "real-life Fortitude" 
promos. But over time the natural course of 
events and the crews' increasing recognition we 
weren't "larger-than-life characters who have 
chosen to live almost completely ‘off the grid'" 
made me feel it could be not just one of the best 
documentaries about Svalbard ever, but one of 
the best reality TV shows ever. My fear is those 
thousands of hours of footage are now in the 
hands of people who had nothing to do with the 
filming process and they'll end up using the 

pieces that fit their original script.
Now the long version:

The casting call
During that first conversation in February, 

where the women mentioned they were doing 
preliminary research for a ten-episode reality 
TV show they hoped to begin filming during 
the fall for the BBC, it seemed like they merely 
wanted my advice about who would be interest-
ing people to follow. It's a common request and 
at that point I didn't see how it'd be different 
than the countless other documentaries hoping 
to the show the "real Svalbard."

An e-mail I received from one of them a 
couple of weeks later was therefore a bit sur-
prising – and not entirely reassuring:

"We're still fascinated by an LA crime re-
porter who chose to work in the only town in 
the world...... without any crime!"

As I emphasized then – and over and over 
until the end of filming because I kept getting 
asked to compare my experiences between the 
two places – that short period 20 years ago is 
the least "real" stretch of a life spent almost en-
tirely in small mountain towns and remote re-
gions of the world. Even at the end of filming it 
didn't matter: during one of the last sessions the 
interviewer flat-out asked me to say the exact 
phrase "L.A. crime reporter" after I failed to do 
so while answering the same question multiple 
times. And, yes, I was intentionally trying to 
avoid saying what he obviously wanted me to.

HELLO-HALO PRODUCTIONS SKY ATLANTIC



By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

"Frozen f***ing hellhole." "Fascists." 
"Extremists." "Suspicious."

Hundreds of glowing travelogues about 
Svalbard are published annually by journalists 
and authors (who often take "hosted" trips). 
Two writers describing the archipelago with a 
barrage of words such as the above during the 
past week are not among the happy hostees.

Geoff Dyer, a renowned English author, 
and Tibor Pospíšil, in an article for Slovakia's 
Denník SME newspaper, describe what might 
be called polar opposite experiences of hell. 
Dyer, arriving shortly before the end of the 
polar night, bitches unceasingly about the cold, 
the ugliness of the town and utter misery of 
doing anything but drinking. Pospíšil, visiting 
during the summer, deplores Svalbard as a 
dystopian bastion of fascist extremism.

Similar travelogues are published from 
time to time, along with others embracing 
themes such as Svalbard being the secret HQ of 
the New World Order because of the 
Doomsday. But how close to reality are they 
compared to a shill posing as a real journalist?

We'd say read the following excerpts and 
judge for yourselves, except we've decided to 
pretend we're know-it-all snots are do your 
thinking for you. Hence, here's an annotated 
presentation of the highlights of those two testy 
tourists:

Arriving
Dyer: "A cheerless bus took us from the 

terminal into the godforsaken town. There was 
nothing to see, except lights shining in the 
darkness, revealing – though this seemed hard 
to credit – people working outside, building 
buildings in conditions when everything 
required for building must have been rendered 

unbuildably useless by the unbelievable cold."

Pospíšil: Bought "We have to 'withdraw' 
from the (Oslo) airport and again go back 
through the security control. They are really 
consistent. Simply a German 'gestapo' style."

First impressions
Dyer: "We went for a walk, one of the 

most horrible walks we had ever embarked on. 
The Norwegian word for "stroll" is best 
translated as "grim battle for survival."

Dyer: "The temperature was a thousand 
degrees below zero, not counting the wind-
chill."

Pospíšil:  "Land in Svalbard as planned 30 
minutes after midnight…we hope that the hotel 
room will have a sufficiently dark curtains."

Exploring the area
Dyer: We had set out for dinner as though 

making an assault on the summit of K2. For a 
morning's dog mushing, however, more serious 
kit was required: three pairs of socks, thermals, 
two T-shirts, a lumberjack shirt, a thick sweater 
– with, rather appropriately, a Norwegian flag 
on the sleeve – a woolen hat, gloves and an 
enormous parka. This was my underwear."

Dyer: "They had lovely names, the dogs. 
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'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 
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Tyrant vs. rant: A guide in Pyramiden, left, is among the endless "suspicious" occupants of Svalbard, according to a travel writer deploring the "fascist" 
archipelago. At right, Geoff Dyer poses for his new book cover in place that's definitely not Svalbard, which he describes as a "frozen (f***ing) hellhole."

FILIPA RAMOS

"Spasere" translates to, in order of 
common use: "stroll," "walk" or "easily 
walk."

Actually, this could be literally true, if he's 
relying on a Newton to Kelvin 
temperature scale conversion. The 
Celsius temperature temperature during 
his visit may have been anywhere from 
-5C to -25C on one really frigid day.

Two new travelogues utterly shred Svalbard: Here's an annotated guide to how much they got real

Scripting reality
FILIPA RAMOS

There's the "cold and dark" anxiety and 
then there's this. Both are common.

Read a few of the endless articles about 
the near-halt of all coal mining here and 
some politician will inevitably be quoted 
about the "competence" built up over a 
century when it comes to Arctic 
infrastructure and how they hope maybe 
the town can make some money passing 
on that knowledge to other countries/
companies as they race to stake their 
claim to the far north.

More than a few travelers do indeed 
experience frustration that Svalbard – so 
famous for its "open borders" – is 
considered an international flight outside 
the Schengen area, so they have to do 
the extra customs and security checks. 
We don't want to speculate what 
happened to him at security to compare 
the staff to the gestapo.

A bit histrionic for a guy from England 
instead of the Saharas, but the last 
sentence is true enough: as noted the 
guide company provides them with 
"snowsuits, full-face provo balaclavas, ski 
goggles, snow boots and mittens."

See NAYCATIONS, page 8
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MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Reopening mines 

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

They might look like harmless kayakers, but they might also be facists-in-training just looking to give undesirables in Svalbard a good paddling.

NAYCATIONS, from page 7

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

So many words…so few begging for money
It costs 15 kroner to print each copy of this fishwrapper, and of course our free maps and paywall-free website help 

keep up our perfect record of never making a profit out of this thing. If you value it, help keep it wriggling.

Junior, Fifty, Ivory, Mara, Yukon and – though 
I may have got this wrong – Tampax were 
among the lucky ones chosen to go out with us 
on this day that was indistinguishable from 
deepest night."

Pospíšil: "Our boat trip…is heading into 
the (now abandoned) mining town Pyramiden. 
The guide on the boat (speaking fluent English) 
was suspicious. When he greeted the local 
guide in pure Russian, it was all clear now. I'm 
actually on a Norway-Russian friendship tour! 
However, he still quite anti-Russian tuned. The 
people who were working as miners (and still 
are still working in still functional town of 
Barentsburg) have my respect."

Dyer: "We were zooming along, plunging 

down a slope. I lost control of the sled, over 
which I had never had the slightest control, and 
tumbled off the back into deep snow. The sled 
spilled over, but the anchor – which was 
supposed to serve as a brake – had not been 
deployed and the huskies did not stop…I could 
hear Jessica yelling 'Stop.' She was dragged for 
fifty metres, tangled up beneath the sled and – 
for all I knew – had the anchor embedded in her 
skull. As I ran after her, with no thought in my 
head except her welfare, I was silently forming 
the words 'I said you should have driven first.'

On a suspicious society
Pospíšil: "Rules are apparently produced 

by the local branch of the Progress Party. 
Because in it it solves the problem that the 
number of foreigners in the city is growing 
faster than the number of Norwegians…the 
Articles write about the need for government 
activities aimed at increasing the number of 
Norwegian citizens. I recommend comrades 
journalists from the newspaper Neomarxistu go 

to the fascists in Svalbard and explain that the 
multicultural population certainly does not 
threaten resources (and) the Norwegians."

In conclusion
Dyer: "Everything about this environment 

was quite unsuited to photography, human 
habitation, tourism or happiness."

Hundreds of glowing travelogues about Svalbard are published 
annually by journalists and authors (who often take "hosted" trips). Two 
writers describing the archipelago with a barrage of words such as the 
above during the past week are not among the happy hostees.

Geoff Dyer, a renowned English author,  and Tibor Pospíšil, in an 
article for Slovakia's  Denník SME newspaper, describe what might be 
called polar opposite experiences of hell. Dyer, arriving shortly before 
the end of the polar night, bitches unceasingly about the cold, the 
ugliness of the town and utter misery of doing anything but drinking. 
Pospíšil, visiting during the summer, deplores Svalbard as a dystopian 
bastion of fascist extremism.

Similar travelogues are published from time to time, along with 
others embracing themes such as Svalbard being the secret HQ of the 
New World Order because of the Doomsday. But how close to reality 
are they compared to a shill ???

We'd say read the following excerpts and judge for yourselves, 
except we've decided to pretend we're know-it-all snots are do your 
thinking for you. Hence, here's an annotated presentation of the 
highlights of those two testy tourists:

Um, wow, but it's hardly the first time 
we've heard Svalbard referred to as 
Naziism or fascism (same thing, 
basically). is defined as "radical 
authoritarian nationalism." while 
jettisoning our old and infirm, and failing to 
help to needy is---something, it's not 
exactly about national presence/pride.

No, none of the guide companies have a 
dog named Tampex.

What language did he expect on a boat 
with international tourists? As for the anti-
Russian guide, we can prove nothing.

Unwanted cabin visits go unreported

OK, we'll give him this one when it comes 
to the nightmares of a noobie.

Which makes him Svalbard's version of a 
"three-percenter," according to a survey 
conducted last year by Visit Svalbard. 
(Then again, they're an industry tool that 
help with those "hosted" trips.)

FILIPA RAMOS



"Buoying Boaty McBoatface beyond Brexit"

Moscow, Oslo head for
Svalbard oil showdown

Norway opened three areas for oil drilling 
in the vicinity of Svalbard despite furious in-
ternational protests – and now other countries 
may be poised to drill in the region's waters 
themselves. Statoil was awarded drilling rights 
within the so-called "Svalbard box," which is 
considered a free economic zone bordering the 
archipelago, but the company has not yet exer-
cised those rights and they are set to expire. 
Russia is currently spearheading the protests 
against Norway's alleged breach of the Sval-
bard Treaty and if oil is struck in this area, 
many countries will be interested in taking the 
matter to the court in The Hague, Willy Øs-
treng, a professor of polar research at the Nor-
wegian Academy of Sciences, told NRK. Rus-
sia has also filed a claim with the United Na-
tions challenging the continental boundaries 
are between the two countries. The bone of 
contention is how far Svalbard's economic area 
stretches. Many, including Russia, believe 
Svalbard has a separate shelf of its own and, if 
proven, it would mean Oslo could not priori-
tize Norwegian companies for leases in the 
"Svalbard box." Also, because authorities in 
Svalbard are permitted to collect only enough 
tax revenue as is needed to keeping the territo-
ry running, Oslo stands to lose out on signifi-

cant revenue, should oil be found.
– The Arctic Journal

Plastics dumped in UK seas 
can reach Svalbard in 2 years

Most plastic waste dumped into the United 
Kingdom's waters ends up in the Arctic, where 
it does where it does "extreme harm" to the 
fragile polar environment, according to an anal-
ysis being used as the basis for a new exhibit at 
the Royal Society’s summer science exhibition 
in London (plasticadrift.org). The analysis by 
Erik van Sebille, an oceanographer at Imperial 
College London, shows plastics reaching areas 
such as Svalbard within two years and then cir-
cling the North Pole for many years. It breaks 
down into microplastics as it does so, which are 
then consumed by birds and other species who 
cause a chain effect as they are devoured by 
predators higher on the food chain, including 
humans encountering it in seafood. "Almost ev-
ery fish and bird that has been cut open for sci-
ence, we find plastic inside it," van Sebille said. 
A study in 2015 found tiny plastic particles 
near Svalbard, but its source was unknown. 
“We knew the plastic was there, but what we 
have now found is that a lot of it is from the 
U.K. and probably northwestern Europe in gen-
eral,” van Sebille said.

– The Guardian

Arctic research, security to 
suffer as Britain exits EU 

Among the many shadows cast by the 
Brexit decision is a setback to the international 
spirit of cooperation that is the key to success-
fully tackling the all-embracing challenge of 
climate change and its destructive impacts on 
Arctic ice and permafrost, according to re-
searchers participating in projects in Ny-Åle-
sund and elsewhere. In addition, the reduction 
in cooperation will mean increasing heat on the 
political and societal issues in the area. A group 
of 13 Nobel prize-winning scientists warned the 
United Kingdom's exit from the European 
Union would pose a “key risk” to British sci-
ence and 83 percent of EU scientists opposed 
an exit. “Inside the EU, Britain helps steer the 
biggest scientific powerhouse in the world,” the 
group claim in its letter.

- Deutsche Welle

Studying Svalbard's soil to 
predict mountains 'ungluing'

While it's been endlessly repeated the Arc-
tic is warming faster than anywhere on Earth, 
researchers are now using new data about the 

TUESDAY

MONDAY

SUNDAY
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See DAILY, page 10

SATURDAY

Statoil, which is drilling in parts of Barents Sea with rigs such as the Polar Pioneer, is not yet exercising its right to explore the so-called "Svalbard box."
HARALD PETTERSEN / STATOIL



permafrost in Svalbard to determine how it 
might threaten the frozen soil that acts as a 
"glue" for mountains on Norway's mainland.  
The first readings for the project took place last 
fall and, while the permafrost extends to depths 
of 500 meters in some parts the archipelago, in-
creased temperatures were detected in the soil 
near Longyearbyen at depths of up to 80 

meters. "We are seeing that the permafrost is 
warming up at a rapid pace, and in particular it 
has accelerated over the past 10 years," said 
Ketil Isaksen, a climate researcher at the Nor-
wegian Meteorological Institute who has ana-
lyzed such data since 1998. "This is mainly due 
to increased air temperatures." Similar readings 
of mainland areas where permafrost exist – in-
cluding northern regions as well as high peaks 

further south – are scheduled to begin this year. 
Researchers said permafrost thawing inside 
mountainsides will result in unstable land mass-
es at-risk of collapsing – but one of the big 
problems is a lack of knowledge of where per-
mafrost exists. The researchers are also work-
ing on models to determine how climate change 
will affect various regions.

– NRK
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

FRIDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9

THURSDAY

A British marine biologist and his Dutch colleagues haul equipment for their project to a pier in the international research community of Ny-Åleund.
IRENE QUAILE
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.

www.unis.no

Photo: Nils Pe!
er Dale

Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard

Maren WRyn

(Icepeople's 2015 commenter of the year 
and all-around awesome person)

Help us with a spectacular "Sweet Sixteen" (by some calendar, 
we're sure) celebration with heartfelt messages about why she 
should be campaigning for Trump</sarcasm> and helping us 

scheme a way to make her more than an honorary presence here.
Send your e-cards to www.facebook.com/maren.wryn

Send your scheme inquiries to this lunatic

Happy birthday toHappy birthday to
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July 5
4 p.m.: Guided tour of ""Ekspedisjonen" 
by artist Olav Christopher Jenssen. 
Kunsthall Svalbard.
July 6
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
July 10
11 a.m.: Mass by summer priest Gitte 
Bergstuen. Svalbard Church.
July 13
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
July 17
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Legend of 
Tarzan" (3D), U.S. action/adventure, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
July 20
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
July 24
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Survivalist," U.S. 
suspense/thriller, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
July 27
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
July 31
7 p.m.: Movie: "Ghostbusters," U.S. 
action/comedy, no age limited specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 3
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
Aug. 7
7 p.m.: Movie: "Jason Bourne," U.S. 
action/thriller, no age limited specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 10
Weekly women's tour group outing. 
Details at tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
Aug. 7
7 p.m.: Movie: "Captain Fantastic," U.S. 
drama, no specific age limit Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Norwegian oil tanker aground in Alaska
● More open water, more land polar bears 
● Greenland: OK after Europe exit in 1984
● 60 percent decline in penguins by 2100?

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

No criminal negligence found in 
deadly Dec. 19 avalanche as 
cleanup of last debris ends

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Although official warnings the area was at-
risk have existed for more than 20 years, there 
are no grounds for criminal charges following 
the avalanche last Dec. 19 that destroyed 11 
homes and killed two people, according to 
prosecutors.

"We consider such issues in relation to 
possible criminal offenses and thus have no 
basis to proceed with an investigation," State 
Attorney Torstein Hevnskjel told NRK.

 However the Directorate for Civil 
Protection and Emergency Planning is still 
consider whether anything should have been 
done differently before and after the avalanche. 
The report, originally scheduled for release July 

1, is now scheduled to be completed Sept. 1.
In addition, an assessment of other areas of 

Longyearbyen potentially at-risk of avalanches 
is being conducted by the consulting company  
Multiconsult on behalf of the Norwegian Water 
Resources and Energy Directorate. Dozens of 
residences beneath mountains on the east side 
of town were evacuated for a period of days 
following the avalanche, including many near 
the center of town and all of Nybyen, and city 
leaders are trying to determine if the structures 
are still safe to occupy.

The 11 homes on Vei 230 hit by the 
avalanche were destroyed beyond repair and 
officials determined it would not be safe to 
rebuild residences there. Construction crews 
demolished most of the wreckage within 
weeks, but the area remained fenced off until 
late June, when students were hired to remove 
the remaining debris after the snow melted.  

Avalanche all-clear
REMI HERMANSEN

The site where 11 homes once stood and was fenced off after they were destroyed by an avalanche 
last Dec. 19 is now freely accessible again after students removed the last debris from the area.


