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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office
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tragedies, triumphs part of traditional 
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Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloudy, with 
moderate winds and temperatures 
slightly above freezing.

Full forecast page 3
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Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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First cruise ship of season arrives as tourism enters a new post-mining era in Longyearbyen
Exactly one week – to the hour – after 

this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

Tony Dunne, 
foreground, and 

Tamara Auer earn the 
distinction of being the 

first cruise ship 
passengers to set foot 

in Longyearbyen this 
year after the 2,100-
passenger AIDAluna 
docks this week. The 

couple, like many 
other visitors, had only 

scant information 
about Svalbard upon 
arrival despite recent 

efforts to boost 
awareness about the 

area, but had plans to 
take advantage of 

unique opportunities 
such as dogsledding.  

See SHIPS, page 7

Woman seeking 1,200 empty 
cartons making wallets to raise 
money for school in Rwanda 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Thora Soot makes a wallet out of one of the 
scores of milk cartons in her apartment this week. 

'80s technology 
delivers wifi at 
82 degrees N
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Tony Dunne obviously made an effort to 
get an early start since he was the first passen-
ger to step off the first cruise ship docking in 
Longyearbyen this summer, but he didn’t 
sound like someone scurrying to savor the 

sights and sounds of Svalbard.
“To be honest I have no idea why we’re 

here,” the resident of Kitzbühel, Austria, said 
as he walked past the security gate to where a 
half dozen buses, a lone trumpet player and a 
couple of people advertising day trips to Bar-
entsburg awaited under drizzly skies at about 
8:30 a.m. Wednesday (June 1, reflecting yet 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

If this summer's tourists feel like their 
pocketbooks are being sucked dry, Thora Soot 
is hoping they'll at least return home appreci-
ating the craft and charitable value of those 
empty wallets.

Soot, 27, who moved from Oslo to 
Longyearbyen in March, put out a cryptic mes-
sage on a community Facebook page about a 
month ago seeking 1,200 empty milk cartons. 
While plenty of interested donors responded, she 
remained elusive about her intent until starting 
to collect them a few weeks later: making wal-
lets to raise funds for books and supplies for the 
refugee school her sister teaches at in Rwanda.

"She has to buy the books in Oxford," Soot 
said while making a batch of wallets Saturday in 
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

It's no surprise to see yet another photo of a 
polar bear in Svalbard win a contest, but we 
gotta say we are not impressed by what maybe 
the most elitist newspaper in the UK felt was 
foremost. This ass-end picture of a not-so-
close, not-so-motherly, not-so-fierce, not-so-
starving, not-so-cannabalistic bear leaving 
tracks in the snow earned Harry Skeggs 
(whoever he is) a £250 in voucher a weekly 
contest by The Sunday Times of London. The 
newspaper declared it a "poignant picture" of a 
"path less trodden." Our favorite among several 
runners-up was a young woman carrying what 
looked like enough provisions to feed the bear 
for weeks on her tiny delivery motorbike. All 
of the week's winners can be seen at 
tinyurl.com/hyejd8r … Since we're kinda diss-
ing the now-arriving cruise ship tourists by re-
minding them of the things definitely not to do 
if they don't want to be despised, we figure it's 
only fair to point out this week's bit of local 
lunacy as seen on social media. It seems shop-

pers at Svalbardbuttiken are having trouble get-
ting past the cars parked so tightly together next 
to the entrance that neither bag-laden con-
sumers or carts may pass. And speaking of 
parking, we've been posting warnings about 
snowmobiles in watery whereabouts for weeks.  
One finally took a plunge into a river this week 
along Vei 505. Yeah, there's multiple ways the 
phrase "polar dip" applies here.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Yup, we being a bit cheeky toward the 
winner: After all, it's not like we've ever 
published a polar bear photo in this fishwrapper 
by someone actually on our staff. 

Cool enough to melt your monitor's heart

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

HARRY SKEGGS

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

ANONYMOUS

EVZEN JANOUSEK
Summer is the worst time to visit Longyearbyen's ice caves in real life due to all the meltwater 
rivers carving out new channels, but those looking to virtually get their feet wet can now explore 
Longyearbreen ice cave with a 3D tour made by Evzen Janousek, with assistance from Aleksey 
Marchenko and Nataly Marchenko, as an Arctic Technology project for The University Centre in 
Svalbard. The tour is available at. tinyurl.com/jsv5853.

Here is one of the results of the UNIS Arctic Technology project "Virtual Tour. 
Longyearbyen and ice caves": A virtual tour in the Longyearbreen ice cave 
made by Evzen Janousek with assistance of Aleksey Marchenko and Nataly 
Marchenko.

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain. NE winds to 29 km/h. 
High 4C (1C wind chill), low 
3C (0C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 18 
km/h. High 3C (0C wind chill), 
low 1C (-3C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Partly cloudy. NE winds to 25 
km/h. High 1C (-3C wind chill), 
low 0C (-4C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, 1C (-3C), 0C (-4C), light 24:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, 2C (-2C), 1C (-3C), light 24:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, 2C (-1C), 1C (-1C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, 2C (-1C), 1C (-2C), light 24:00h; 

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. S winds to 22 km/h. 
High 1C (-3C wind chill), low 
0C (-4C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Record number of runners 
expected at annual marathon

A record number of participants are ex-
pected in the 22nd annual Spitsbergen 
Marathon on Saturday. "When it comes to 
registration we are 40 ahead of schedule," said 
Silje M. Hagen, an official with Svalbard 
Turn, which organizes the event. "Last year 
we had 200 participants at this time, while we 
so far this year there are 240 entrants." A total 
of 252 people participated in full-marathon, 
half-marathon and 10K courses last year. Ha-
gen said race organizers have stepped up their 
efforts to promote the race and improve the 
course, including daily checks of the roads to 
ensure there are no unexpected holes or un-
even surfaces.

Officials response to two 
kitchen-related fire alarms

Firefighters and police responded to two 
kitchen-related fire alarms Sunday, one of 
which was the most recent of ongoing spate of 
incidents where an intoxicated person fell 
asleep while cooking something in the early 
morning hours, according to The Governor of 
Svalbard. The first alarm was triggered Sun-
day morning when a plastic container left near 
an active hot plate ignited when the person in 
the apartment fell asleep, said Police Chief Lt. 
Vidar Arnesen. "A case has been established, 
and there will likely be a fine from us and a 
fee from the fire department," Arnesen said. 
The second incident occurred at about 5 p.m. 
when a person discovered smoke and flames 
coming from the oven. "We must examine 
whether there was anything technically wrong 
with the oven," Arnesen said. "It looks like 
the fire started in the fan at the rear of the 
stove."

Book about Longyearbyen 
School finally finished 

A book about the history of Longyearbyen 
School is finally being released nearly a 
decade after work on it started and six years 
after the originally scheduled completion date. 
The original 1.1 million kroner in total fund-
ing eventually ballooned to 1.75 million dur-
ing the stop-and-stop authoring process, with 
city officials acknowledging at one point the 
original project was overly ambitious.

Toxins in soil from firefighting 
and other activities may be far 
more widespread than thought

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

The coal pier area in 
Longyearbyen, above, is one of 
numerous locations throughout 
Svalbard where environmental 

toxins from fire training exercises 
and other activities have been 

detected in soil, according to The 
Governor of Svalbard. At right, a 

snow bunting is being singled out 
by the governor as one of the 

species vulnerable to the 
pollutants, which have been 
detected in the birds' eggs.   

SYSSELMANNEN

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Much of Svalbard's human-inhabited ter-
rain appears to be a lot less pristine than long 
thought.

Environmental toxins known as perfluori-
nated compounds have been detected in old 
and new firefighting training areas in 
Longyearbyen, and may exist in numerous 
other settlements in the archipelago, according 
to The Governor of Svalbard. Officials in 
Longyearbyen, Svea, Ny-Alesund, Barents-
burg and Pyramiden are being ordered to dis-
close if such material have been used for fire-
fighting or other purposes.

In addition, "the governor has issued an 

order to Avinor, Store Norske and the 
Longyearbyen Community Council to do more 
research and prepare an action plan in the case 
of the fire drill fields in Longyearbyen to re-
move and prevent further releases of 
pollutants," according to a statement by the 
governor's office last week.

A firefighting foam that is a primary source 
of such toxins has been banned in Svalbard 
since 2007, but tests by the Norwegian Polar 
Institute in 2012 detected the pollutants in 
Longyearbyen's fire training areas. The suspi-
cion the problem is more widespread is due to 
an improved analytical capabilities, not new 
discharges of the toxins.

The toxin affects animals throughout the 
food chain, with the governor singling out snow 
buntings as an ideal species to monitor due to 
the presence of the pollutants in their eggs.

NORWEGIAN ASSOCIATION FOR BIRD PROTECTION
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

• Editing and Writing (English)
• Web Development and Management
• Web Marketing
• Tech Support
• Office, Kitchen and Warehouse Assistance
• Business Consulting
• Any Other Staffing Needs (1 hour minimum)

Need 
help?

www.travinkeith.com
Travin Keith

No contract required • Invoices available 

+47 9836 5700
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Thora Soot shows 
pictures of her sister 

and the refugee 
school she teachers 

at in Rwanda. Soot is 
trying to raise funds 

to buy books and 
other supplies by 

selling wallets made 
from empty milk 

cartons donated by 
Longyearbyen 

residents. She said 
Rwandans, much like 

people living in 
Svalbard, are 

generally 
independent-minded 
– "they don't accept 
charity unless it's an 
investment" – which 

is why she is 
targeting her 

fundraising at a 
specific and practical 

expense.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

CARTONS, from page 1

Well-drained wallets 
the hope of having all of them ready for the 
first cruise ship tourists of the season Wednes-
day. "They like the same things the kids up 
here do."

While people might commonly associate 
Rwanda with the genocide two decades ago and 
lingering refugee problems, Soot – who's been 
to the east African country several times – said 
it's a far different and safer place.

"I love it," she said. "The people are so 
nice. The scenery is incredible. In some ways 
it's like Longyearbyen. It feels like you have 

the freedom to do anything."
Soot said she doesn't have a specific 

amount of money she's hoping to raise by sell-
ing the wallets, although she admitted her re-
quest for 1,200 cartons was overly ambitious. 

"That was my big hairy goal," she said. 
Even so, just getting a hundred or so was 
enough to fill her kitchen and "it smelled pretty 
funky for a while."

Turning the cartons – once thoroughly 
washed and dried – into wallets takes only a 
few minutes by flattening the cartons, and cut-
ting off the tops and bottoms. The tube is then 

folded in a few appropriate places and stapled, 
resulting in a credit card-sized wallet that fans 
out into several compartments.

The wallet is held together by punching a 
hole in the lid and tying a rubber band to it.

And while going home with just the empty 
wallet might not seem much like a "Svalbard" 
souvenir if unadorned, Soot said she plans to 
decorate the wallets with a "made in Svalbard" 
stamp and other distinctive decorations to 
"make it more than just a piece of rubbish." 



By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Melissa Berl figured it'd be a familiar bit of 
woodwork, just in a much bigger box.

"My first thought was like 'it should be like 
IKEA stuff because everything is cut and some-
one has already designed it,'" she said. "But the 
instructions were confusing, so it has been 
something like a puzzle."

She and about 15 others turned the hun-
dreds of planks, screws, fabric and fixtures 
from a gigantic crate into the frame of 
Longyearbyen's first outdoor greenhouse last 
week.

They cautiously tested the fit of large por-
tions before fastening them down and – in the 
many instances when something didn't seem to 
fit – exchanged cell phone photos with a person 
in Alaska that designed and provided the struc-
ture.

 The greenhouse next to Stormessa in Ny-
byen is part of a "sustainable living" project by 
Polar Permaculture Solutions that has been 
(pardon the pun) growing the past couple of 
years. Berl, 25, who moved to Longyearbyen 
from Straubing, Germany, this spring, said she 
volunteered to help build the greenhouse after 
seeing the organization's website.

"The last year I was going around Europe 
working on farms," she said. "I was surprised to 
find something like that here."

"We used to have a farm, but not anymore.  
I miss that."

The greenhouse – specifically designed for 
Arctic conditions – will hopefully have its 
heavy insulation, extensive concrete anchoring 
and other final fixtures in place within two 
weeks, said Benjamin Vidmar, Polar Permacul-
tures's founder and director.

The next puzzle will be what pieces make 
up the inside of the greenhouse. Vidmar said 
he's hoping to house more than just plants (and 
the many thousands of worms he uses for com-
posting purposes), with chickens, rabbits and 
quails among the lifeforms he wants to see 
thrive inside.

A giant polar puzzle
Greenhouse proves a tough bit 
of kit: caretaker hopes chickens, 
tourists among what takes root 
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Polar Permaculture Solutions founder and director Benjamin Vidmar, center, oversees work on Longyearbyen's first outdoor greenhouse in Nybyen.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

A large crate containing the parts to Longyearbyen's first outdoor greenhouse includes lots of items 
that don't quite seem to connect or be identifiable, according to those building the structure.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

See PERMACULTURE, page 6
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

See ATTACKER, page 7

Hoping to meat greenhouse
PERMACULTURE, from page 5

ARCTIC DOME GREENHOUSES

May 31, 2016

Benjamin Vidmar and Melissa Berl, left, try to figure out how a fixture fits while building a new greenhouse from a "kit" in Nybyen last week. At right, the 
the interior of a completed model, which is specifically designed for Arctic conditions. Among the cold climate features are heavy insulation and anchoring.

"We want to show how everything con-
nects," he said.

While Vidmar said he's hoping the green-
house will provide at least some vegetables to 
local eateries, "there's no point in buying chick-
ens from Brazil" if locally raised ones exist.

Getting permission to raise livestock for 
food will likely prove challenging, but Vidmar 
said he's optimistic after overcoming plenty of 
obstacles for the projects his organization is 
now involved with.

"Nobody thought it was possible," he said, 
referring to the greenhouse. "Now it's there. We 
will get chickens. We just have to ask enough 
times until we get it."

Among the setbacks Vidmar had to deal 
with was a fire in Stormessa this spring that 
covered all of the plants and equipment in his 
basement greenhouse with toxic dust. He and 
other helpers were forced to discard the plants, 
scour the equipment and start over. The arrival 
of greenhouse itself was much delayed, even 
though the $7,000 shipping cost was roughly 

equal to the price of the structure.
Vidmar, who hopes the greenhouse will be 

a tourist attraction as well a warm gathering 
place for locals, said plenty of lessons have 
been learned during the setbacks.

"The next time will be easier," he said.
Next time? How many is he planning to 

build?
"As many as we can get support for," he 

said. "As many as it takes."

figured  25, Straubing, Germany-"I knew I was go-
ing to be here and I found this website," she said.

she helped prepare the plants in the basement

Ben
"The instructions aren not so clear, so I ask him 

what is this?" he said. "Can you send a picture?"
"They build them there, but they're not used to send-

ing them overseas," he said.

picked place at random from names of places
ben-"I hope to get it done by tomorrow," he said. 

"We won't have all the fabric on, but at least the shape 
will be up."

ice problem
Because it all settled here and it froze we couldn't 

start," he said. "We had to use the machine to break up 
all that ice."

"It just pooled and it froze," he said.

"He just wants to set it up and make sure it works 
before we screw it down

taking photo-"It looks different than the picture," he 
said. "He says it's pre-cut and you shouldn't cut 
anything."

"We're just basically struggling to fit the top because 
it's really high," he said. "Now we are waiting because 
we need to secure it to the ground."

four barrels of concrete and 100 concrete screws
need insultation from floor to a double layer on top
"I'm hoping it won't take much energy to heat," he 

said.

two huge worm towers
quail eggs are so nice and more vaulable
"There's no point ordering chickens from Brazil," he 

said.
"Nobody thought it was possible," he said. "Now it's 

there. We will get chickens. We just have to ask enough 
times until we get it."

hope to have all done in two weeks or less

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 

Page 9

another ignoring of our deadline). “It’s some-
thing to cross off the list.”

His girlfriend, Tamara Auer, the second 
passenger to disembark from the 2,100-passen-
ger AIDAluna, offered a sharper sense of pur-
pose, noting their main plan was a dogsledding 
tour (on snow, not the wheeled carts many 
tourists experience later during the season).

Auer, who works as a travel agent, said 
they’re used to cold weather since they live in 
the Alps, and they first learned about and start-
ed thinking about visiting Svalbard a year ago, 
even though they’re not part of the regular 
cruise ship crowd

“This is our first,” she said.
The couple, along with an estimated 

45,000 other people this summer, will be visit-
ing Longyearbyen during a year when their 
presence will be more of a central focus of the 
community than ever. This is the first non-
wartime summer in the town’s 110-year history 
when coal mining is essentially a fringe indus-

try rather than a dominant one – due to the col-
lapse of coal prices, and resulting mass layoffs 
and near total shutdown of mining at Store 
Norske – and local and national leaders are now 
placing their hopes on a doubling of tourism 
and research to replace many of those jobs.

But while Longyearbyen is in a state of 
dramatic transition, its historic reputation is 
what tourists are still learning about before 
their arrive.

“I know it’s a cold town and there’s a coal 
company,” said Dunne, when asked what he 
knew about Svalbard when he stepped off the 
ship. “There’s also the seed vault and there’s 
more polar bears than people.”

(It’s also possible the oft-repeated line 
about polar bears may not be true either, since 
the Norwegian Polar Institute’s census last 
summer estimates there are 975 bears in the 
archipelago. Previous counts and estimates 
have stated there is a common population of 
about 3,000 bears in Svalbard and Franz Joseph 
Land, with some of the animals transitioning 

between the two.)
Local tourism officials said they are hoping 

passengers spend an average of at least 1,000 
kroner. While Dunne and Auer will certainly 
spend that much on their dogsledding tour, she 
was noncommittal about any Svalbard-specific 
souvenirs she wanted other than saying she 
planned to mail a few postcards.

Many of the passengers quickly boarded 
buses that departed as soon as they were full for 
pre-arranged tours, while others wandered into 
the harbor’s visitor center and an adjacent in-
formation tent set up for the first time this year, 
hoping to find an activity of interest – even if 
they weren’t quite sure what that might be. One 
person seeking information settled for a map 
and became one of many setting out on a walk-
ing tour, for instance, while a group of three af-
ter some hasty chatter spontaneously decided to 
spend most of their day getting a Soviet-like 
experience with the boat trip to Barentsburg.

But virtually all interviewed named the 
same traditional things – ice, polar bears, other 
wildlife, pristine environment – as the main 
lures here.

“We are very interested in all these north-
ern places like Iceland and Norway, and the 
bears and the ice” said Anna Hoffman, travel-
ing with a small group of friends from 
Cologne, Germany. As for choosing chilly 
spots instead of a more traditional summer 
destination, “warm places are everywhere. 
This is something unique.”

Post-mining cruise era begins
SHIPS, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

R U a loser cruiser?
The 2,100-passenger AIDAAluna, which arrived in Longyearbyen this week is one of 38 cruise ships scheduled to visit the city this summer.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

If these summer visitor no-nos 
are obvious, you're not part of 
the onerous one-percenters
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Do you think it's OK to hang out in local 
homes to see how they live, treat kids like ani-
mals in a petting zoo, pee on people's cabins 
and/or pinch just a wee bit of fur off a stuffed 
polar bear because your special snowflake will 
appreciate it more than the others? OK, fine 
you're a pathetic (and surprisingly not uncom-
mon enough) jerk who won't benefit by reading 
further.

But we'll assume you're among the 99 per-
cent of cruise ship passengers who aren't part of 
the problem – which, among other things, has 
resulted in the security system at the local su-
permarket and kids whose first English is often 

learning to shout "no photos!" at tourists – 
here's a reminder of things not to do if you 
don't want to be one of "those" tourists (updat-
ed to include recent events):

• Kids are not tourist attractions: This 
probably gets more complaints than anything.  
Visitors have been known to offer treats and 
trinkets to tots like they're petting zoo attrac-
tions, walk uninvited through kindergartens like 
they're museums, and stalk teachers carrying 
the requisite rifles when outdoors. Just. Stop. 
Already.

• Neither is the "avalanche zone:" The 
gap in the community left by an avalanche last 
Dec. 19 is more than just the physical empti-
ness where 11 homes near the center of town 
once stood. It also took the lives of a two-year-
old and a popular teacher/musician, and shook 
people's assumptions about many of our homes 
beneath mountainsides. Obviously visitors will 
be curious, but don't block the way of people 

still living them demanding they tell their sto-
ries. And if someone is offering paid guided 
tours, let the Visit Svalbard tourism office know.

• Free public wi-fi hotspots are not the 
place to download the latest "Game of 
Thrones" episodes: If you're near the library 
surrounded by 80 such folks who are hearing 
the occasional streaming sounds of battle emit-
ting from your computer, it's a decent bet you'll 
be in for a life-meets-art medieval experience.

• Do not rummage through people's ve-
hicles, wander through their homes, etc.: It's 
unreal we have to mention this, but there are 
regular reports of it occurring.

• The walls of cabins, cultural monu-
ments, skateboard ramp, etc. are not toilet 
shelters: We know about such incidents be-
cause of irate locals putting pictures on Face-
book regularly. Considered yourself warned.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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Reopening mines 

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper lately?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of mutual 

affection, it costs 15 kroner to print each copy. 
Help us by donating to our tip jar or making a 

one-time donation of any amount at 
icepeople.net.

And if you haven't visited 
the new icepeople.net yet, 

you're missing lots of 
rants and other online 

exclusives



"Exposing why Arctic Breath is worse than morning breath"

Military officials rig a broadband connection on the sea ice north of Svalbard at 82 degrees latitude north that relies on accessing a 30-year-old satellite.

Old satellites may allow 
broadband at 82 degrees N

A 30-year-old satellite near the end of its 
lifespan provided Norwegian military officials 
with a stable broadband connection at 82 de-
grees latitude north during tests conducted in 
May. When satellites are reaching the end of 
their life they are not maintained as much as 
during the first ten years, leading them to in-
cline more and more. The Skynet 4B satellite 
used for the tests has an orbit inclination of 
13.5 degrees, which allowed broadband com-
munication for 12 hours per day at 82 degrees 
north, ten hours per day at 85 degrees north, 
and two hours per day at the North Pole. By 
using one or two more satellites, it could be 
possible to get broadband coverage in this area 
24 hours a day, said Senior Engineer Vidar 
Madsen of the Norwegian Defense Material 
Agency. Current communication infrastructure 
is poorly developed in the very high latitudes. 
Above 80 degrees north, with only narrowband 
communication via HF radio and Iridium satel-
lites are available. 

– The Independent Barents Observer

Norway seeking increased 
NATO presence in Arctic

A "new normal" in the High North means 

NATO needs to increase its presence in Nor-
way's Arctic waters, according to Ministry of 
Defense State Secretary Oystein Bo. He said 
there have been strategic changes in the nature 
of the maritime environment and the security 
risks therein. He said increasing stability can 
help lead to improved relations on co-operative 
efforts with Russia, often cited by the West as a 
concern for its aggressive efforts to expand its 
Arctic presence. Norwegian and Russian mar-
itime security agencies, for example, have long 
been co-operating on a number of low-level 
maritime security tasks including over-fishing, 
with the respective coast guards also co-operat-
ing to provide safety and security capacity for 
the benefit of both countries' fishing communi-
ties. In addition, the two countries have put in 
place a maritime delimitation agreement cover-
ing the Barents Sea and the Arctic Ocean, and a 
'hot line' runs between Norway's joint opera-
tional headquarters and the Russian Navy's 
Northern Fleet.

– IHS Jane's 360

U.S. Secretary of State Kerry 
visiting Svalbard June 16-17 

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry will vis-
it Svalbard with Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Børge Brende on June 16 and 17,. The visit will 
come a day after Kerry attends the Oslo Forum 
peace conference and meets with Norwegian 
Prime Minster Erna Solberg. The itinerary for 

Kerry's visit to Svalbard has not yet been made 
public.

- NRK

Controversial Arctic drilling 
might stop due to oil strike

Greenpeace might be deprived of an oppor-
tunity to stage more high-profile seizures of oil 
rigs this summer, as a collapse in cruse prices 
has Norway's offshore oil workers threatening 
to halt work on their own by gong on strike. 
The most recent talks, scheduled to last two 
days, broke down after less than a minute. “The 
situation is the most deadlocked in a long 
time,” said Leif Sande, leader of the Industry 
Energy union. Oil producers, represented by the 
Norwegian Oil and Gas Association, are seek-
ing to tie wage increases to economic condi-
tions. The unions want to negotiate based on a 
benchmark accord between employers and 
workers in export-exposed industries reached 
earlier this year, he said.

– Bloomberg News

Researchers seriously chill  
for shipwreck survival test

How long could you survive if you became 
shipwrecked during a cruise in the Arctic ice? 

TUESDAY

MONDAY

SUNDAY
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Researchers aboard the Norwegian Coast 
Guard's KV Svalbard are now trying to come 
up with an answer at beyond 79 degrees north 
latitude in the northwestern past of Spitsbergen. 
Among the expedition's experiments is leaving 
volunteers is lifeboat and life jackets in the ice, 
where they are studied by medical personnel 
and then water-jetted back to the mother ship at 
their own request this or when instructed by the 

medical co-ordinator to break up. "As far as I 
am aware, such a scientific approach to hy-
pothermia in rafts or lifeboats in ice infested 
waters has never taken place before" said Ove 
Tobias Gudmestad, a professor at the Universi-
ty of Stavanger, which is  leading the study. He 
said they are already recommending more strin-
gent equipment and procedures requirements to 
reduce the risk of hypothermia and loss of life.

– Phys.org

Methane from Arctic Ocean 
not polluting atmosphere  

Very little methane from 250 flares fired 
into the waters off Svalbard reached the atmo-
sphere, according to a study published last 
month (at tinyurl.com/hpckro6).

– Space Daily
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

THURSDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9

HENRIK JEPPSEN

THURSDAY

Researchers from the University of Stavanger rescue "victims" as part of a study to see how long people can survive a shipwreck in the Arctic.
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard



Page 12 May 31, 2016

May 31
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
June 1
5 p.m.: Women's tour group weekly 
gathering. This week's trip starts at  
Taubanesentralen and will attempt to 
summit Blomsterdalshøgda.
7:30 p.m.: Concert of original northern 
Norwegian music by vocalist Marthe 
Valle, clarinetist Håvard Lund, guitarist 
Bendik Lund Haanshus and drummer  
Håkon Mjåset Johansen. Kulturhuset.
June 4
10 a.m.: Spitsbergen Marathon. Full-
length race starts at 10 a.m., half 
marathon at 11:30 a.m. and 10K at 
noon. Svalbardhallen. Details and 
registration at spitsbergenmarathon.no.
Concert for youths by Razika. 
Longyearbyen Youth Club.
June 5
5 p.m.: Movie: "Robinson Crusoe," 
French animated, ages 6 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles 2" (3D), U.S. action, ages 9 and 
up. Kulturhuset.
9 p.m.: Movie: "X-men: Apocalypse," 
U.S. action/fantasy, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
June 6
Longyear Day, marking 110-year 
anniversary of town's founding. Free 
admission to Svalbard Museum and 
Galleri Svalbard, giveaway of 400 DVDs 
at Longyearbyen Library starting at 11 
a.m., historic tour of Longyearbyen from 
Skjæringa to Huset. at 5:30 p.m., book 
presentation about history of 
Longyearbyen School at 7 p.m. at Huset, 
concert by local musicians at 8 p.m. at 
Huset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● U.S. Navy sub surfaces outside Tromsø
● Temperature in Antarctica drops to -90C
● Big Barents polluter gets enviro-award
● Illegally killed polar bear traded for fuel

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's upRoyally Russian revue

A women's dance group, above, 
perform a modernized "Snow 

Queen" musical tale to open the 
annual cultural exchange show at 
Kulturhuset on Saturday. At right, 
women and girls resembling and 
moving like plastic dolls perform 

another part of the story. At bottom, 
youths perform a pirate dance 

routine. The show came a week 
after Longyearbyen residents 

performed a show in the Russian 
settlement. Photos by Mark 

Sabbatini / Icepeople.


