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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

Getting answers: Updates on the central 
government's actions related to the Store 
Norske crisis will be posted at icepeople.net.

Lasse Stener Hanssen, left, receives the Tyfus Statuette from Longyearbyen Mayor Christin Kristoffersen during the annual Syttende Mai gala Sunday 
at Kulturhuset. At right, Ulrik Snibsøer accepts flowers and a print by artist Olaf Storø after winning the annual youth award for cultural achievements.

WENCHE RAVLO

Weather summary
Mostly cloudy and breezy until 
Friday, then cleaning this weekend, 
with temperatures near freezing.

Full forecast page 3

See FORECAST, page 8

See HONOR, page 6

WHAT A TRIP: Tourism fares well in 2014, early 2015 signs promising. Story at icepeople.net
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Sound citizens

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Store Norske and the Norwegian govern-
ment are betting heavily on coal prices rising 
next year, but don't expect your broker to ad-

vise doing the same.
Coal prices might recover from a world-

wide slump, but there's sharp disagreement 
about whether it may take one year or many for 
that to start happening. Numerous reasons for a 
lengthy low-price trend are cited, including 
cheap alternative energy sources such as natural 
gas, increasing production from suppliers in 
other parts of the world and many countries – 
including Norway, except for its stance regard-

ing Svalbard – shunning coal because of its en-
vironmental impacts.

The brokerage firm Morgan Stanley, in a 
recent global analysis of energy commodities, 
forecast a three percent drop in energy coal 
prices and a 16 percent drop in metallurgical 
coal prices for 2015.

"At times, weight on (metallurgical) coal 
prices can be attributed to the commodity being 

Store Norske hoping rebound 
will save mining, but investment 
experts say it may take years

Ulrik Snibsøer wins annual youth cultural award 
as a master of all musical trades, hack of none 

Higher coal prices in '16? Don't bet on it

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Leave out the lutefisk and there's no disputing Lasse Stener 
Hanssen has brought a great deal of harmony to Svalbard.

During his 15 years here he's composed a societal score featuring 
jolts of jazz, medleys from miners, sightseeing on ships, and getting 
people and their stuff moved around more efficiently. While all that is 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

For Ulrik Snibsøer, the magic word was "ukelele."
Snibsøer, 15, who picked up a saxophone at age five and a wide as-

sortment of other instruments since, realized he was the winner of this 
year's 10,000-kroner youth cultural grant when the recitation of a 
lengthy list of the person's musical credentials reached an instrument he 

Lasse Stener Hanssen scores Tyfus Statuette  
with medley of music festivals and moving locals 

See SNIBSØER, page 6



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

If we had any alt-weekly competition our 
credentials would be taking a serious beating 
this week, so it's all about full disclosure in this 
space for this issue. See that ad below? While 
we're incredibly thankful for the folks who 
bought it and massively urge readers who 
contact them to let them know if the ad is the 
reason why, it has absolutely nothing to do 
with the full-page article on page five. The de-
cision to write about them happened a few 
weeks ago when they got a sizable grant for a 
greenhouse which, like a car wash and other 
"common" places we've written about, is facing 
some rather uncommon challenges up here. The 
Local Paper of Recycling wrote about them this 
week as well, so you ombudsman types can, uh, 
back off … Speaking of that other paper, it's a 
little harder – OK an insanely huge amount 
harder – to explain why our deranged editor is 
on the back page of last Friday's issue. It gets 
(a lot) worse: he also translated the article 
about himself into English for the paper's 
website. If you're wondering how he can still 

show his face around here, the picture above 
should suggest he's not that concerned about ap-
pearances. But those will inquiring minds can 
check out his full-length disclosure rant out – 
and maybe win 10,000 Turkmenistan "dollars" – 
at tinyurl.com/p6ssr9j.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for yearsNo, this isn't "sponsored content" for the 

other guys: In fact, we advise viewing this 
person's picture at full size and reading his 
thoughts are hazardous to your health.

Desperation: We use toilet humor to get readers

A seeming epidemic of tourists taking the 
piss is causing locals to…well, do some 

taking the piss themselves. "This guy 
stopped right outside the window while 

we ate breakfast last summer," wrote 
Norma Setså, who posted a photo from 
her iPhone a local Facebook discussion 

page. That incident, coming after two 
other recent yellow alerts, has resulted in 

a free-flowing discussion and exhibition 
of visitors exhibiting themselves.

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NORMA SETSÅ

CLUELESS ABOUT WHO GETS THE CREDIT

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

ØRJAN OLSEN

DANIEL ALTTMANN
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Mostly cloudy. W winds to 22 
km/h. High 3C (0C wind chill), 
low -1C (-3C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 22 
km/h. High 1C (-2C wind chill), 
low 0C (-4C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Mostly clear. Variable winds to 
22 km/h. High -2C (-5C wind 
chill), low -4C (-9C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, clear, -1C (-5C), -3C (-9C), light 24:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, -2C (-7C), -4C (-9C), light 24:00h; 
Tuesday, rain/snow, 1C (-3C), -3C (-7C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, 1C (-2C), 0C (-4C), light 24:00h

Data provided by storm.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Glitch forces officials to reset 
all clocks at weather stations  

The Norwegian Meteorological Institute 
will need to visit all nine of its stations in 
Svalbard to manually reset the clocks there af-
ter an automated process failed. Iridium Com-
munications Inc., while performing a centrally 
controlled change, set the clocks for an incor-
rect time, according a letter from the institute 
to The Governor of Svalbard. "The reduction 
in the value of the measurement data is signif-
icant. We can not fix this without visits at 
each station," states the letter, which also asks 
the governor to provide helicopter transport to 
stations that cannot be reached by boat. The 
Norwegian Coast Guard has agreed to provide 
transport for up to five days in mid-June and 
possibly in August, but the the limited number 
of days and possible sea ice in June may pre-
vent the ship from reaching some stations.

Large rescue exercise shows 
vulnerabilities, report finds    

Svalbard generally has well-trained emer-
gency rescue and medical personnel, but their 
relatively low number and lack of equipment is 
a significant vulnerability if a large-scale disas-
ter occurs, according to a report by The Gover-
nor of Svalbard assessing a massive rescue ex-
ercise last November. The 50-page report, 
which assesses a staged rescue of 85 passengers 
after an explosion and a fire on a cruise ship 
near Longyearbyen, notes Svalbard's isolation 
adds to the vulnerability. "They are therefore at 
the mercy of getting quick and comprehensive 
medical professional assistance from the main-
land," the report states. The evaluation also crit-
icized official responses to media inquires, not-
ing that while the initial stages of a crisis are 
are often chaotic, there was a "strikingly poor 
ability to confer the status of health status on 
the second day of the exercise."

Researchers to track whales' 
winter migration movements

The Norwegian Polar Institute will tag 
blue and fin whales in Svalbard this fall to in 
the hope tracking their winter migration pat-
terns will explain a recent increase in their 
population, which researchers say is needed to 
help mange the once-endangered mammals.

Friday
Mostly cloudy. S winds to 29 
km/h. High 0C (-5C wind chill), 
low -4C (-9C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Impressions, then the art

ASSISTANCE, from page 1

Ali Al-Fatlawi and Wathiq Al-Ameri are scheduled to present their first performance art show during 
a week-long stay in Longyearbyen at 6 p.m. Tuesday at the processing plant on the coal pier. They 
are the debut artists for the new Arctic Action festival, featuring international artists through September.

COURTESY OF ARCTIC ACTION ART

Performances will a journey of 
discovery for artists and 
audience at Arctic Action festival 
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's anyone's guess when they'll appear do-
ing what, but chances are it'll be a unique pre-
sentation for both the artists and audience.

Six international performance and visual 
artists are scheduled to bring their talents to 
Svalbard between now and September, starting 
this week with two Iraqi men who found their 
way to Switzerland by using forged papers and  
selling fake replicas of famous works. Much of 
what the artists present will be determined af-
ter they get here and figure out how to incorpo-
rate the natural landscape into their works.

"Our first thought was to create a festival 
over an intense week where all the artists par-
ticipated simultaneously," wrote Stein Hen-
ningsen, the curator for the inaugural Arctic 
Action festival. "After further reflection locally 
and in consultation with our international part-
ners we have concluded that Svalbard is so 
unique and special that we probably need to 
think differently."

The first performers, Ali Al-Fatlawi and 
Wathiq Al-Ameri, are childhood friends who 
have spent nearly a decade performing largely 
impromptu works.

 "We want to find a material that we com-
bine to another or with the location to produce 
different images," they wrote in a summary of 
their work at the festival's official website 
(http://arcticaction.info). "The large volume of 
material that go from place and time and the 
inexhaustible possibilities of topics, always 
makes the actions renewable and expressive."

Their biography notes they crossed the 
border into Jordan with three U.S. dollars and 
the forged papers, then sold reproductions of 
classic Arabic painting to travel to Switzerland 
via the Sudan, the Sahara and Libya.

The only set appearance is by Tanya Mars, 
a Canadian video and performance artist, who 
is scheduled to be in Svalbard from July 15 to 
25. Her work is described as "visually rich lay-
ers of spectacular, satirical feminist imagery."

The goal is to develop the festival into a 
significant international event from both an 
artistic and environmental awareness perspec-
tive, according to Henningsen 
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What you spend on coffee in a week can provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year
A donation of 250 kroner pays the printing cost of 50 regular-size issues of our fine fishwrapper. 

We've published this for years for free out of love, but we do need some back to pay the bills.
Visit our website at icepeople.net and, while checking out the original content, take a moment to help.

By the 

A large iceberg in Antarctica is likely 
to be among the hundreds that 

shatter off from the Larsen B Ice 
Shelf as it completely collapses 

during the next few years, according 
to a new study by an international 

team of researchers. The 
disintegration is considered 

perhaps the most dramatic among 
the numerous ice shelves now 

disappearing in Antarctica, 
contributing to what's expected to 
be a significant rise in sea levels 

during the coming decades. Some 
coastal areas are already 

experiencing frequent flooding, 
contamination of drinking water and 

other problems due to rising seas, 
which a benchmark study asserts 
has been occurring at an average 

rate of 3.2 mm per year since 1993.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Nothing to see here
TED SCAMBOS / NSIDC

10,000-year-old ice shelf likely to 
vanish in a few years; climate 
skeptics totally unimpressed
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Since they're trying to stop rising sea lev-
els by prohibiting people from talking about 
why it's happening, it's not like the addition of 
yet another massive soon-to-be-melted chunk 
of ice is going to be of concern.

This time the skeptics are dissing a team 
of researchers, including one from The Uni-
versity Centre in Svalbard, who have deter-
mined the 10,000-year-old Larsen B Ice Shelf 
is likely to completely collapse by 2020. It's a 
dramatic disintegration that began in earnest in 
2002 when satellite images showed a 650-
square-kilometer portion of the shelf collapsed 
within a month.

"Although it’s fascinating scientifically to 
have a front-row seat to watch the ice shelf be-
coming unstable and breaking up, it’s bad 
news for our planet," said Ala Khazendar, a 
scientist at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
in Pasadena, Calif. who led the study, in a 
press release issued by the U.S. space agency 
(tinyurl.com/mfpbgc9).

The shelf is still about 1,600 square kilo-
meters in size, but the researchers – using 
measurements obtained by plane and satellite 
– have determined it has been significantly 
weakened by a "persistent ice flow accelera-
tion since the year 2002,” as well as a major 
crack growing across the remainder of the ice 
shelf.

"What might happen is that for a few 
years, we will have the detachment of big ice-
bergs from this remaining ice shelf, and then 
at one point, one very very warm summer, 
when you have lots of melting of the surface, 
the whole thing will just give way, and will 
shatter into thousands of smaller icebergs," 
Khazendar said.

Chris Borstad, an associate professor at 
UNIS and co-author of the paper, fed the obser-
vations into a model of the shelf to reveal the 
its increasing weakness.

"These observations will help to develop 
better models for predicting the fate of other ice 
shelves vulnerable to the effects of a warming 
climate," Borstad said in an article published by 
UNIS (tinyurl.com/nzcl6l9).

If one takes NASA's summary of the im-
pacts seriously, the consequences will be…
well, serious.

"Ice shelves are the gatekeepers for 
glaciers flowing from Antarctica toward the 
ocean," the summary notes. "Without them, 
glacial ice enters the ocean faster and acceler-
ates the pace of global sea level rise."

But the study published online in the jour-
nal Earth and Planetary Science Letters, the 
first to look comprehensively at the health of 
the Larsen B remnant and the glaciers that flow 
into it, isn't impressing those who say they al-
ready know the answers.

And while it might be easy to dismiss on-
line commenters as a bunch of nincompoops, 
the skeptics include politicians who have essen-
tially banned discussion of and remedies to ad-
dress climate change impacts in at least three 
U.S. states, and a top advisor to Australia's 

prime minister who calls climate change a U.N. 
hoax.

Generally speaking, the feedback isn't 
much different than other studies revealing 
catastrophic droughts, floods, melting and/or 
heat unseen during the past 1,000, 10,000, 1 
million or 100 million years.

Among the seemingly intelligent doubters 
is "Nerd Range" regarding an article published 
by the U.S. National Public Radio: "The entire 
Quaternary Period, starting 2.58 Ma, is referred 
to as an ice age because at least one permanent 
large ice sheet—Antarctica—has existed con-
tinuously. Currently, the Earth is in an inter-
glacial period, which marked the beginning of 
the Holocene epoch. The current interglacial 
began between 10,000 and 15,000 years ago, 
which caused the ice sheets from the last glacial 
period to begin to disappear."

The typical: "The Earth has been through 
much more drastic climate changes than this 
and life has survived," a top-rated commenter 
wrote at the website Slate.com "Get over your-
selves."

The ignorant: "I’m genuinely very worried 
about the polar bears," fretted a Washington 
Post reader who doesn't know which way is up.

NASA
Satellite images show the collapse of a 650-square-kilometer section between Jan. 31, 2002, left, 
and April 13, 2002. While the Antarctica ice sheet has been expanding in recent years, in contrast to 
the shrinking ice in the Arctic, researchers say glaciers from the continent are helping feed the sea ice.
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CRISIS, from page 1

Lea Shcherbina works in a "growing area" in a basement filled with vegetables and herbs, some of which are being sold to local restaurants. The project 
will soon be relocated to Longyearbyen's first outdoor greenhouse as part of Polar Permaculture Solution's efforts to increase sustainable living 
practices in the community. Among the crops grown so far – with the aid of coconut skins – are tomatoes, eggplants, chilies, lettuce and carrots.

BENJAMIN VIDMAR / POLAR PERMACULTURE

Polar Permaculture Solutions hopes greenhouse helps sustainable living in Longyearbyen take root

Lettuce of the icebergs

Got a business? You could be reading about yourself here instead of our beseeching
We're working to provide more breaking news and larger copies of this thing, but it costs us.

A donation of 250 kroner pays the printing cost of 50 regular-size issues of our fine fishwrapper.
We're also seeking advertisers who don't mind paying a little money for a lot of exposure.

Visit our website at icepeople.net and, while checking out the original content, take a moment to help.

RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

In the unfortunate event locals feel the need 
to raid seeds from the Doomsday Vault, at least 
now there's someplace to plant them.

In the meantime, a group of green thumbs 
are hoping to sprout some "locally sourced" 
cuisine with the help of traditionally discarded 
materials such used cooking oil, dog poop and 
beer sludge.

The growing project is, uh, growing as Po-
lar Permaculture Solutions is planning to move 
its basement garden into Longyearbyen's first 
outdoor greenhouse. The greenhouse, which or-
ganizers hope will provide local produce and 
herbs for local restaurants, is part of a larger ef-
fort to increase sustainable practices in the 
community. 

"I've worked in all of the hotels and restau-
rants, I've seen how we handle the waste, and 
I've always thought we could do a better job," 
said Benjamin Vidmar, a Longyearbyen resi-
dent for the past seven years who is leading the 
project. "So I've been experimenting to see 
what kind of things can be worked out. I never 
thought it would turn into something like this."

His comments were made during a get-ac-
quainted meeting Monday at A Taste of Thai, 
where about 20 residents gathered to discuss 
ways the city could improve sustainability in 
businesses, energy production, tourism and 
elsewhere. While many expressed enthusiasm 
for the soon-to-be ten-by-ten meter greenhouse, 
Vidmar said that's merely the start of the in-

tended journey.
"It won't be enough to feed the whole city 

but we're hoping to make it a demonstration of 
what's possible," he said. "We would love to 
see greenhouses like this all over the city."

Funding for the greenhouse is coming from 
a 150,000-kroner grant from the Svalbard Envi-
ronmental Protection Fund. Vidmar said there 
were numerous bureaucratic hoops to jump 
through – such as getting permission to collect 
used coffee grounds to feed to worms (which 
he also needed permission for) used for com-
posting – and they only have permission to use 
the designated site in Nybyen for two years.

The challenges will continue as Polar Per-
maculture organizers and volunteers try to re-
claim other resources for growing purposes, 

such as getting locals to use biodegradable de-
tergents so grey water can be used in the green-
house, and collecting dog poop from local ken-
nels to grow mushrooms.

"What we're trying to do is form a group 
that can be a voice for Svalbard," said Kevin 
Mascarenhas, a permaculture student in the 
U.K. who has participated in projects in Belize 
and Australia. "That way we can represent you 
when we're speaking to the mayor, the wider 
community and even in Norway."

One change that might aid in growing the 
mushrooms would be using the biomass from 
leftover grains at Svalbard Bryggeri, which is 
scheduled to begin selling Longyearbyen's first 
locally-produced beer this summer, Mascaren-
has said. Robert Johansen, head of the brewery, 
said he is considering asking authorities for 
permission to burn the biomass instead of send-
ing it as waste to the mainland, but Mascaren-
has said the organic approach is much more 
practical.

"The reason you wouldn't burn it is it's too 
valuable," he said.

The greenhouse won't be the first or most 
ambitious in Svalbard. Ny-Ålesund, Barents-
burg and Pyramiden had greenhouses providing 
limited amounts of fresh food for residents dur-
ing the peak mining days of those communities, 
but Mascarenhas said a visit to the latter was of 
little practical use due to the age of the struc-
ture.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Kevin Mascarenhas, left, and Benjamin Vidmar 
discuss the goals for Polar Permaculture, which 
hopes to provide locally grown food and waste 
recycling options for businesses, during an 
introductory meeting Monday at A Taste of Thai.
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Diversity showcased, and old and new disputes are set aside, as pioneers honored on Constitution Day

Elementary students at Longyearbyen School, left, march with their teacher during the Syttende Mai parade through town Sunday. At top right, scientists 
and crew members aboard the Lance research vessel frozen in the ice north of Svalbard participate in their own "traditional" procession outside the ship. 
At bottom right, members of Longyearbyen's Thai community sell food from their homeland during the annual afternoon feast at Svalbardhallen. 

Svalbard shows its solidarity 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Perhaps nothing expressed Svalbard's tradi-
tion of needing to rely on everyone despite 
broad differences than the two people selected 
to lay flowers at the base of a memorial honor-
ing those sacrificing their lives for that cause.

Robert Hermansen, ousted and imprisoned 
for a corruption while he was the head of Store 
Norkse, and Jurij Gribkov, the Russian consul 
general in Barentsburg, were selected for the 
honors during the Syttende Mai gathering at the 
Skjæringa memorial Sunday. Both are held in 
esteem despite past and outside controversies, 
and both spoke of the past and shared efforts by 
those fighting in World War II.

"Longyearbyen today is a colorful and 
multicultural community, steadily built on the 
values of the pioneers," Hermansen said, in a 

speech translated into Russia by Anastasia 
Gorter for the Barentsburg visitors. "These are 
values we can continue to build on."

The memorial came after the traditional pa-
rade through town by hundreds of residents, with 

this year's procession beefed up by the Oslo 
band Østensjø Janitsjar band, whose 60 mem-
bers marched in perfect cadence throughout.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

HONOR, from page 1

Hanssen get Tyfus – no joke Master of music seeks more

Anastasia Gorter, a Russian translator for Svalbard's governor and Robert Hermansen, former 
administrative director of Store Norske, left, pay tribute to the archipelago's World War II soldiers 
during a Syttende Mai gathering at the Skjæringa memorial. At right, Jurij Gribkov, the Russian consul 
general, lays flowers at the base of the memorial to commemorate the countries' shared sacrifices.

what he refers to as merely just doing his job, it earned him Longyear-
byen's top citizen award as he was presented with the Tyfus Statuette 
during the Syttende Mai gala Sunday at Kulturhuset.

"I thought it was a joke," he said, referring to the moment he re-
ceived a phone call about the honor. "I just have an ordinary day and 
when people give you credit like this you don't expect it at all."

Hanssen is credited with developing a cooperative booking system 
for tourism companies, starting the Pole Position logistics company with 
partner Terje Aunevik, serving as the director of the Polarjazz festival 
for the past decade, helping launch the Store Norske Men's Choir and 
initiating an annual cruise voyage for local residents. As a parent of a 
child with special needs, he has also worked to improve local services 
for other families with similar situations.  

Oh, and the lutefisk thing. He initiated the annual World Internation-
al Female Arctic Lutefisklag gathering, and "is still the consul and first 
love" of the 100 or so female attendees – not surprising since men are 
otherwise banned during the event where the grand prize is a blind date.

"I always think it's been fun to create something that makes many 
people come together and share something in common," Hanssen said. 
"Longyearbyen may perhaps be one of the most ideal places to do this."

SNIBSØER, from page 1
picked up recently that some teens might shun as lacking a certain cool 
factor.

"Piano, saxophone – that's something a lot of people play, and gui-
tar," he said afterward. "But ukelele…"

Snibsøer said he doesn't have a favorite instrument, since "every 
one is fun to play" But Longyearbyen Mayor Christin Kristoffersen of-
fered an authoratative declaration at what he is most proficient at while 
reading the introduction before announcing the winner.

"This person is genuinely interested in music, and is indisputably 
musical master at singing, guitar, bass, saxophone and ukulele," she 
said. "The recipient likes to learn new instruments and also teaches oth-
er classmates. Their main instrument is piano, and here both for the mu-
sic notes and ear."

Snibsøer, who also composes music, has participated in three local 
UKM competitions, advancing to the regional stage in two of them. He 
was also one of 15 youths from Nordic countries selected in 2014 for a 
multinational workshop and series of performances.

As for his next instrument, it may be another unconventional choice.
"I've kind of been thinking about the bagpipes," he said. "I think 

they're cool."

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net for the complete story.There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net for the complete story.
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Top Norwegian political and science officials, 
above left, tour the new Arctic Center for 

Unmanned Aircraft in Ny-Ålesund during its 
official opening Tuesday. At top right, Stian 

Solbø, a researcher for the Northern Research 
Institute, accompanies an unmanned aircraft to 
Svalbard in March aboard the Bjørkhaug cruise 

ship as part of an effort to determine if the 
aircraft can be used to count seals. Full details 

about the new center, seen in an overhead view 
at bottom right, are at icepeople.net. Photos 
courtesy of the Northern Research Institute.

NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

Droning on reaches new heights

icepeople.net

Because folks into Svalbard are so awesome at it, it's the

For everyone who's said "you should charge for your paper" 
and/or appreciate an English source of local news and/or 
articles about stuff not in the "real" newspaper 
In the true spirit of alternative newspapers, we've 

kept Icepeople free (and unlike some of them, 
also free of porn and "hookup" ads) because it's 

a labor of love – and we have a fierce 
independent streak, editorially speaking. But this 

is your chance to show you mean it with a 
voluntary "subscription" that can help cover 

our costs. An eight-page issue like this costs 10 
kroner apiece just for photocopying, to say 

nothing of other expenses (which doesn't include 
"luxuries" like our editor's massive coffee and 

other survival costs, which he's trying to deal with 
through various fledgling bits of work). Multiply 
that over the course of year (or several) and…

well, it adds up rather fast if one guy's paying for 
virtually all of it. 

Or that a lot of 
our "real" 
newspapers 
have been 
larger in size 
lately

Notice how it's tastefully low-key, with 
no pop-ups, autoplay videos or mad 

Flash effects to get your attention? 
We hope so, because we'd really like 
to keep it that way and prove peopler 

don't have to be bludgeoned. 

Want more details or to hear this groveling in person? Contact our editor at marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638.

We've literally given our all to keep you informed and 
entertained about all things Svalbard for years…

…now we're asking you to help us keep helping you

For those who just want to make some 
money (not that there's anything wrong 
with that, since we obviously do as well)...
We're stepping up our efforts to provide more coverage in print and online, with 
the hope of making large newspapers like this the norm while continuing to 
provide daily updates about breaking news at our website. As part of that, we're 
also now hoping to lure advertisers who appreciate the large local and 
global audience we're built up during the past six years – if not for our sake, 
then because it's a prime opportunity to reach the visitors (actual and potential) 
who discover this miracle on ice through us, plus of course Svalbard's huge and 
growing number of international residents. Our rates are rather cheap, so if 
you're one of those "alternative" businesses sharing our woes of struggle, it's an 
idea way of getting attention along with the major players.
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FORECAST, from page 1

May 20
6 p.m.: Movie: "The Longest Ride," U.S. 
drama/romance, ages 7 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
May 21
6 p.m.: Public tour of Kunsthall Svalbard 
featuring "Glacier" exhibit by Joan Jonas. 
Svalbard Museum.
May 23
6 p.m. Cultural exchange in Barentsburg.
May 24
11 a.m.: Pentecost Mass w/ music by 
Polargospel. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Cinderella," U.S. 
adventure/drama, dubbed in Norwegian, 
all ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Mad Max: Fury 
Road" (3D), U.S. action/adventure, ages 
15 and up Kulturhuset.
May 25
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Barentz Pub.
May 26
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
May 27
6 p.m.: Movie: "Mad Max: Fury Road," 
U.S. action/adventure, ages 15 and up 
Kulturhuset.
May 28
6 p.m.: Public tour of Kunsthall Svalbard 
featuring "Glacier" exhibit by Joan Jonas. 
Svalbard Museum.
May 30
Noon-4 p.m.: Open day at KSAT, 
including children's activities. Free 
shuttle bus from Svalbardbuttiken.
6 p.m.: Cultural exchange show 
featuring performers from Barentsburg. 
Kulturhuset.
May 31
5 p.m.: Movie: "SPY," U.S. comedy, ages 
15 and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "San Andreas," U.S. 
action, no age limit specified. 

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Canada: 30% less emissions by 2030
● Inuit hunters to EU: seal ban dooms us
● Kayaks vs. zombies in "Shell no" protest
● Stretch marks mar Greenland's glaciers

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

What if coal prices don't rise?

Not a smart move there, slick
An oil spill discovered in 
Isfjorden this week is 
investigated by officials from the 
Svalbard governor's office by 
helicopter and boat. The thin oil 
sheen west of the outlet at 
Adventfjorden was reported to 
the governor by observers. 
Samples were taken of the 
slick, but "emissions are smaller 
and are not of such a nature 
that they can be collected," 
according to a statement by the 
governor. Dumping of pollutants 
is illegal under the Svalbard 
Environmental Protection Act, 
which requires travelers not to 
pollute or damage natural 
areas. 

SYSSELMANNEN

mistakenly painted with the same brush as 
thermal coal by traders and hedge fund man-
agers. However, Morgan Stanley sees the col-
lapse in crude oil prices, a falling Australian 
dollar and weak import demand from China as 
the drivers behind met coal price weakness at 
the moment."

Metallurgical coal is of particular interest 
to Store Norske because it can sell for up to 
$15 a ton more than lower-quality energy coal. 
That happens to be the amount the Svalbard 
mining company needs to operate on a break-
even basis, since the company is basing a re-
structuring plan on prices of $75 dollars a ton 
and current energy coal prices are at about $60 
a ton.

The higher quality coal has been discov-
ered in the Lunckefjell mine that opened last 
year, but challenges remain in extracting and 
finding buyers, even without taking the compa-

ny's perilous financial health into account.
Norway's Ministry of Trade, Finance and 

Industry submitted a bill to Parliament earlier 
this month requesting a 500-million-kroner 
bailout package that will allow Store Norske to 
continue operating through the end of 2016. 
The bill also notes the company faces a halt in 
its mining operations if it cannot sell coal at 
higher price by that time.

But Arlid Olsen, the union steward for 
Store Norske's employees, told FriFagbeveg-
else further cost-cutting measures can also be 
pursued to help mining continue. 

"We have a huge untapped potential in 
bringing down absenteeism and accident statis-
tics," he said. "By hard work and close collab-
oration we will achieve this. And then will we 
be able to avoid going further on (cuts to) em-
ployee conditions and wages."
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.


