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Weather summary
Cloudy with occasional rain and 
snow, with strong winds and 
temperatures around freezing.

Full forecast page 3
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Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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We screwed up last week 
regarding when the 'white 
paper' is being released  

Full correction on page 3

See STINK, page 4
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Government’s new blueprint for Svalbard does little to alter natural transition into post-mining era 
Exactly one week – to the hour – after 

this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

A Svalbard mountainscape illustrating the announcement of the Norwegian government's revised "white paper" defining policy goals for the 
archipelago is – like the document itself – a sweeping portrait of the area, but shows little to indicate a change in the course of natural events. 

See MESSAGE, page 6

Tenants left in stinky situation
Blockage floods apartments with 
sewage, forcing residents to 
evacuate homes for months 

NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SECURITY

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

One dumb moment when somebody report-
edly flushed the wrong thing down the toilet. 
Lots of people wading through lots of sewage 
before being being out of their apartment build-
ing for lots of weeks.

Residents forced to evacuate eight apart-
ments on the ground floor of a building on Vei 
505 in early April likely wont be able to return 
home until at least mid-July due to the cleanup 
and repairs required. And the final minutes 

those residents spent in their apartments were 
far from pleasant.

"I was sleeping and I heard some funny 
noises from the bathroom, something 
bubbling," said Trygve Harald Amundsen, 69.

He said sewage starting flowing into his 
bathroom and, after quickly blocking the door-
way with a couple of shirts in the hope of keep-
ing the flow from reaching the rest of his apart-
ment, he started removing valued items.

"Others on the first floor, they weren't 
awake, so one guy at the other end of the build-
ing he came out into the entry in his bare feet – 
splash, splash," he said.

Amundsen said his understanding is the 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

There’s no magical “big” solution, no ma-
jor new goals not already stated and – aside 

from 10 million kroner for infrastructure relat-
ed to the Dec. 19 avalanche – no new hardcore 
funding commitments.

The long-awaited revision of the “Sval-

bard Message” – a “white paper” outlining the 
Norwegian’s policy goals for the archipelago 
– largely refers to commitments already made 

An LNS Spitsbergen worker carries a bag of trash 
outside of an apartment building on Vei 505 that is 
partially evacuated due to sewage flooding.
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
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submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We're embarrassed as hell about our screw 
u p l a s t w e e k r e g a r d i n g t h e " w h i t e 
paper" (which we're reminding you on the first 
three pages of this week's fishwrapper), but at 
least we're not the clear Wankers of the Week 
for once. The two tourists at the right are in 
strong contention after being caught taking 
photos of one of the kindergartens while the 
kids were outside which, as we're noted be-
fore (sometimes in big headlines), is definite-
ly near the top of visitor behavior that in-
duce fury in the locals. At least they didn't try 
to feed the tykes like zoo animals (or, in once 
infamous case, pee on the fence they were 
standing against). So with cruise ship season 
approaching, here's yet another reminder that 
(along with rifling through people's cars, using 
cabin walls as toilet shelters, etc.) we're actual 
people in an actual town, not some alien 
species to be probed (um…stay tuned for next 
week when we apologize to the aliens) … As 
for actual journalism misfires, there's this line 
buried deep in a boring article about The Way 

Things Ought To Be with air traffic manage-
ment (tinyurl.com/zxzwvqx). The articles talks 
about a Pole-to-Pole satellite/ground station 
system that will have a station in Svalbard 
because "it never receives rain, the only 
weather condition which can affect signal re-
ception from the satellite," according to the 
company that will operate the station. If it is in-
deed the company stating that we're not feeling 
good about getting on a plane anytime soon.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

DON'T BE THESE MORONS!!! How'd you like it 
if your kid's first words in English were to shout 
"no photos" at some stranger? It happens here.

What's very old is now 'new' again

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

SVENJA RUDOLPH

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

ANONYMOUS

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Per Kyrre Reymert, a Svalbard historian, presents a slideshow featuring highlights of his new 
booklet "Ny-Åleund: The World's Northernmost Mining Town" at Svalbard Museum on Monday. 
The booklet is part of a series of publications issued by The Governor of Svalbard about various 
places in the archipelago. The Ny-Ålesund booklet, available in Norwegian and English, 
commemorates 100-year anniversary of the founding of the Kings Bay Kull Company.

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain. NW winds to 44 km/h. 
High 2C (-4C wind chill), low 
0C (-5C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Rain. W winds to 49 km/h. 
High 2C (-3C wind chill), low 
-1C (-6C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Cloudy. SW winds to 32 km/h. 
High 0C (-4C wind chill), low 
0C (-5C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, rain, 2C (-1C), 0C (-5C), light 24:00h; Monday, cloudy, 1C (-2C), 0C (-3C), light 24:00h; Tuesday, rain/
snow, 0C (-3C), 0C (-4C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, rain/snow, 1C (-4C), -1C (-5C), light 24:00h; 

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. NW winds to 35 km/h. 
High 1C (-2C wind chill), low 
0C (-4C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Telenor hoping to provide 4G 
mobile for all of Svalbard

Providing 4G mobile broadband through-
out Svalbard and surrounding sea areas is be-
ing proposed by Telenor Svalbard, whose of-
ficials suggest the upgrade is more about pub-
lic safety than company profits. "I am con-
cerned about readiness and that communica-
tions must work when you need it most," said 
Guttorm Albrigt Hansen, administrative direc-
tor of Telenor Svalbard, who formerly headed 
a crisis team for Telenor on the mainland 
tasked with providing communications even 
when all normal lines did not work. He said a 
series of strategically place transmission sta-
tions could provide signals in land areas and 
up to 80 kilometers out into sea areas. The 
company projects each installation would cost 
about 10 million kroner to install and a mil-
lion kroner to maintain, but the only other op-
tion is satellite transmitters that would cost 
billions of kroner. Tone Hertzberg, a 
spokesperson for The Governor of Svalbard, 
said that while officials there are aware of the 
general proposal by Telenor, a specific plan 
has not been submitted and therefore it it is 
not appropriate to comment about the idea.

New UNIS director appointed
Harald Ellingsen, 62, has been named the 

new director at The University Centre in Sval-
bard, effective Oct. 1. He is a professor and 
head of the Department of Marine Engineer-
ing at the Norwegian University of Science 
and Technology (NTNU), where he has 
worked for the past 10 years. "It is very im-
portant to increase student numbers and estab-
lish studies that will allow mainland universi-
ties to send students up to a greater extent," he 
said. "What is obvious is that my position at 
UNIS has become more important in light of 
the fact that mining is becoming less impor-
tant." The appointment is for a fixed four-year 
term.

Three top city administrators 
stepping down as of Sept. 1 

Longyearbyen City Manager Lars Ole 
Saugnes, Technical Section Manager Mari-
anne Aasen, and Youth and Culture Manager 
Unn Martinsen are departing Sept. 1. It may 
take a year to name permanent replacements.

Mary-Ann's Polarrigg entrance 
damaged by tour driver; owner 
angry about lack of quick repair

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A large taxi navigates through the broken remains of a log hanging haphazardly from a rustic 
structure at the entrance of Mary Ann's Polarrigg. The log was broken when another tour driver hit it.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Much as Mary-Ann Dahle likes a rustic feel-
ing at her lodge, having one of the "modern" op-
erators make her entrance look like Svalbard's 
mining ruins isn't what she has in mind.

A large Spitsbergen Travel tour vehicle 
crashed through a log frame at the parking lot 
entrance of Mary-Ann's Polarrigg a couple of 
weeks ago, leaving the fractured remains of one 
log hanging awkwardly from either side. The 
frame is now a bit of a squeeze for larger vehi-
cles to get through and Dahle said she's con-
cerned they may present a hazard.

"I was very angry when this happened," 
she said. "I told them they have to do some-

thing because people are going to get hurt. 
They talked about insurance."

An employee at Spitsbergen Travel did 
drive through the log while picking up guests 
for a cave tour and "the responsibility is ours, 
no doubt," wrote Knut Harald Holst-Hansen, 
the company's administrative director, in an e-
mail interview.

"The way these things work here is that she 
must talk to her insurance company, they will 
arrange for the damage to be fixed and her in-
surance company will then get in contact with 
us and there will be a settlement between the 
two parties," he wrote. "This means that she 
can get the damaged fixed right away, her in-
surance company will pay and we will cover 
the cost according to our insurance policies. 
Mary-Ann’s Polarrigg  will end up with no cost 
and a fixed entrance."

Correction
Due to a reporting error, an article in the May 3 issue of Icepeople incorrectly stated the re-

lease of the Svalbard "white paper" is being delayed until this fall. As the article on page one of 
this week's issue makes obvious, the paper is being released now – and is indeed much delayed 
from what locals were anticipating – but it is Parliament that is delaying its consideration of the 
policy document until fall rather than taking it up this spring as originally planned. We sincerely 
apologize for the error and are refraining from making fun of any Norwegian ministry officials on 
page two of this week's fishwrapper (not sure if we would have, but now they definitely get a pass.)
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

• Editing and Writing (English)
• Web Development and Management
• Web Marketing
• Tech Support
• Office, Kitchen and Warehouse Assistance
• Business Consulting
• Any Other Staffing Needs (1 hour minimum)

Need 
help?

www.travinkeith.com
Travin Keith

No contract required • Invoices available 

+47 9836 5700
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Full. stop. It's only the rarest plant on Earth and 
huma

Sewage shuts apartments
STINK, from page 1

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Insulation, furniture and other materials are clustered in a hallway, left, of an apartment building that 
flooded with sewage in early April. At right, a sign on a locked hallway door declared entry is prohibited.

Syttende Mai 
schedule

7 a.m.: Firing of the salute.
8 a.m.: Procession w/ the Longyearbyen 
Storband beginning at Svalbard Church. 
Stops include raising of the flag and laying of 
flowers at the church by Ottar Svensen; 
laying of wreath at memorial at Huset by 
Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin Askholt; and laying of 
wreath at the miner's monument in the town 
center by Hans-Gunnar Skreslett. The 
procession will make a first-ever stop at the 
harbor and go aboard the MS Fram.
10 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Kirke.
11 a.m.: Traditional train procession through 
Longyearbyen, ending at the Skjæringa 
memorial.
11:45 a.m.: Syttende Mai presentations, 
songs and commemorations, including  
laying of flowers at the memorial by Russian 
Consulate General of Barentsburg and the 
firing of the salute.
12:10 p.m.: Bus departs to Svalbardhallen.
12:15 p.m.: Family activities and food at 
Svalbardhallen, including music by 
Longyearbyen and Barentsburg youths.
4 p.m.: Exhibit opening: "Kjære 
Vene" (jewelry and objects) by Morten 
Haugmo. Music performance by Vilde 
Markussen. Galleri Svalbard.
7 p.m.: Syttende Mai gala performance, 
featuring presentations by the Russian 
Consulate, Gov. Kjerstin Askholt and the 
"Tale for the Day" by Svalbard Church Priesst 
Leif Magne Helgesen. Awarding of Tyfus 
Statuette (recognizing a resident whose work 
has "kept us out of typhus") and Youth 
Cultural Stipend (recognizing a local youth's 
significant work and talent). Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Youth club open for juniors until 8:30 
p.m.
9 p.m.: Youth club open for seniors until 11 

blockage, which occurred at the beginning of 
April, was caused when "somebody tried to 
flush something they shouldn't have."

But Stein-Ørjan Olsen, building and prop-
erty manager for LNS Spitsbergen, which has 
three apartments on the ground floor, stated in 
an e-mail interview this week the cause of the 
mishap remains unknown. 

"Imtech solved it within 30 minutes so the 
damage was limited," he wrote. "The damage is 
not constructional, but in cases like this, the 
part of building that was flooded needs to be 
opened and disinfected (because of the sewage 
water). This would be an easier task in summer, 
but when we have temperatures below zero, we 
can't open the plumbing system. We are afraid 
that it will freeze."

The flooding occurred in five of the eight 
apartments on the ground floor, Olsen wrote. 

The repairs, being done by Sandmo and 
Svenkerud, are scheduled for completion by 
week 28 (July 11-17).

The entryways to the ground floor apart-
ments are locked, with only repair workers al-
lowed access. Ripped-out floorboards, insula-
tion, ceiling panels and other fixings, as well as 
furniture could be seen in one hallway through 
an external window this week.

Amundsen said that while he is living in a 
temporary apartment nearby, he's being forced 
to pay 3,500 kroner a month for it and some 
parts of it such as the bathroom are in poor con-
dition. He also expressed frustration it took 
nearly took weeks for repairs to begin.

"The insurance companies want it cheap as 
possible and it takes time," he said. "But it's go-
ing so damn slow."
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'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 

Page 9

Cooler runnings
UNIS students revive race of 
outrageous sleds as 'unofficial' 
event; could real thing return?

Polar pirates push and pull their ship toward the finish line during The Event Formerly Known As The "Take A Chance" Sledding Competition on a hill in 
Nybyen on Saturday. The "official" event was a popular event during Solfestuka for decades, but died out a few years ago due to lack of entrants.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
A contraption resembling mistreated furniture from some derelict's apartment speeds down the course. 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

At first glance it looks like a collection of 
some slob's shabby furniture held together with 
rope and scotch tape. But that's impossible 
since it was built in 1974 and used in the bob-
sledding competition at the Olympics in Lille-
hammer.

The contraption also possesses such 
prowess it inspired a certain historic event to 
move up its event by two years since the loud-
speaker announcement that "this is the first sled 
of the 2016 Winter Olympics" couldn't have 
been uttered it wasn't true. Despite resembling 
a pile of furnishings unglamorously tossed out 
of an evictee's apartment, the sledge seemed 
primed for yet another gold-winning perfor-
mance.

But drama set in when a rebel recliner 
turned into a runaway, flipping over several 
times on its skis before doing a final faceplant 
in the snow. But since official Olympic ordi-
nances omit such snafus, the remaining scraps 
of stuff were allowed to slide.

And slide sensationally it did in The Event 
Formerly Known As The "Take A Chance" 
Sledding Competition, staged last Saturday on 
a hillside near a Nybyen guesthouse where 
zombies from the Doomsday Vault were seen 
roaming back in 2009, at least if footage from a 

documentary* is to be believed. The sled re-
tained its unbroken medal streak, with the feat 
having nothing to do with the fact there were 
only three competitors in this year's main event.

The second contender, for instance, was a 
polar pirate ship with a far more ancient 
history, but turned out to have icebreaker capa-
bilities – as in, able to break downward into a 
frozen surface. 

"It's built for water," said one of the mateys 
who had to abandon the ship and pull it across 
the finish line.

The sledding competition was a featured 

part of Longyearbyen's Solfestuka festival in 
March since the 1980s, but interest died out 
when the event was moved from Hjorthamn to 
Nybyen due to poor snow conditions and the 
last "official" event occurred three years ago. 
Students at The University Centre in Svalbard 
revived it in "unofficial" form last year – limit-
ing participation to students due to safety-relat-
ed issues of staging a "public" event – attract-
ing dozens of spectators and competitors in var-
ious events such as the solo butt-sled.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

to keep coal mining on life support for the next 
few years while encouraging an expansion of 
both the size and diversity of private industries, 
plus an expansion of education and research ac-
tivities.

And while the avalanche funding will pro-
vide a small portion of what Longyearbyen’s 
local leaders say is necessary for the city’s 
post-coal future, the report cites the tragedy as 
a reason to scale back the ambitions of infras-
tructure investment.

“The avalanche disaster has also shown 
that it is necessary to ensure that infrastructure 
is adapted to today’s level of activity, rather 
than open new activities that may trigger the 
need for large investments,” notes the docu-
ment released this week by the Ministry of Jus-
tice and Public Security, which has administra-
tive authority over the archipelago.

The revised white paper, which Parliament 
is expected to consider for approval this fall, is 

also being released at a time when Norway is 
being forced to tap into its oil wealth fund for 
the first time ever to help fund its budget due to 
a collapse in oil prices and the kroner against 
most major currencies.

Besides the avalanche funding, the most 
significant new inclusions are having the Nor-
wegian Polar Institute replace Kings Bay AS as 
operational manager of Ny-Ålesund and possi-
bly relocating some government jobs to Sval-
bard – although only a handful of the latter are 
specified as possibilities.

Immediate reactions from local leaders af-
ter a press conference in Longyearbyen by top 
officials by Norway’s Conservative-led govern-
ment to unveil the white paper were largely 
consistent with those regarding various issues 
related to it during the months leading up to its 
release.

“For me this is saying ‘we should not rock 
the boat,'” said Longyearbyen Mayor Arild 
Olsen, a Labor Party member, adding he was 

hoping to see a firm commitment to funding in-
frastructure he sees as necessary for the town’s 
future.

“I’m glad that they’re thinking the same in 
some of our strategies in the development of 
the town,” he said. “I’m also hoping to see in 
the short term tools to help us replace the coal 
industry.”

Kjetil Figenschou, head of Longyearbyen’s 
Conservative Party, said that since local leaders 
hadn’t yet had time to read the actual paper 
“it’s a bit too early to criticize it.”

“A lot of people have a little too high ex-
ceptions because a paper like this will never be 
complete,” he said. “I like to think it’s a good 
paper giving industry a lot of flexibility and op-
portunities.”

The Norwegian government released its 
first white paper in 1990, stating the intension 
was up to update the document roughly every 
ten years. Parliament approved the last revision 

'A bit too early to criticize it'
MESSAGE, from page 1

A map, left, shows areas in Svalbard where the Norwegian government hopes tourism will grow in the future. At right, the international research 
community of Ny-Ålesund will be placed under the management of the Norwegian Polar Institute, according to the government's revised "white paper."

NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SECURITY

See MESSAGE, page 7
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

of the paper in 2009, but Justice Minister An-
ders Anundsen announced in early 2015 a hasty 
revision would be drafted a few years earlier 
than planned due to a collapse in coal prices 
that left Store Norske in financial peril and un-
likely to continue as Longyearbyen’s corner-
stone industry.

But the process proved far longer than lo-
cal political and business leaders anticipated, 
resulting in numerous complaints the govern-
ment was essentially taking action through its 
inaction – to the detriment of the community. 
Store Norske – which already scaled back its 
workforce from about 400 in 2012 to about 275 
in 2015 – announced last fall they intended to 
halt nearly all coal mining operations and re-
duce its workforce to 100 employees.

That announcement triggered alarm locally 
and nationally, with some projecting Longyear-
byen could lose more than 600 of its 2,200 resi-
dents when families and layoffs in related in-
dustries were factored in. In addition to the eco-
nomical and societal concerns, many at the na-
tional level expressed worries about how the 
drastic downsizing would affect the strength of 
Norway’s presence in what security officials 
have called one of the country’s most important 
strategic assets.

But the newly revised white paper appears 
to play down many of those concerns, such as 
declaring the impact of the mining layoffs were 
not as severe as feared because many of the 
workers were “commuters” who worked two-
week shifts at the mines and then returned to 
their homes for their two-week breaks. Recent 
statistics show that while Longyearbyen’s pop-
ulation has avoided a significant drop, the ratio 
of foreign residents is steadily increasing and 
the number of Norwegian school-age children 
has dropped sharply.

The revised paper notes the government is 

already supporting a financial allocation of up 
to 749 million kroner during the next four years 
to maintain Store Norske’s Svea and Lunckef-
jell mines in the event coal prices recover suffi-
ciently to make operations profitable – a 
prospect widely deemed unlikely. The mining 
company, in the meantime, is employing a dou-
ble shift at Mine 7, and beginning to expand 
tourism offerings at various former mining in-
stallments and examine the possibility of offer-
ing consulting on Arctic industrial work using 
Svea as a base.

Parliament also approved a 550-million 
bailout package for Store Norske in the spring 
of 2015 that consisted of a combination of 
high-interest loans (due to the risk the govern-
ment would have to cover them), acquiring all 
of the company's property and outstanding pri-
vate shares (making the company 100 percent 
state owned), and 50 million to start a new sub-
sidiary dedicated to infrastructure consulting 
and other future projects. The funds were sup-
posed to keep Store Norske in operation 
through 2016, but a continuing sinking of coal 
prices meant the company would run out of 
money well before that date if it continued full 
operations.

Although the bailout was favored by most 
local political and business leaders, opposition 
included members of the local and national 
Green party who argued the funds – as well as 
the subsequent money sought to maintain the 
shut down mines – could be more usefully 
spent developing other longer-term economic 
opportunities.

Although expanding and diversifying pri-
vate industry is a major theme of the white pa-
per, there are no large-scale initiatives or fund-
ing proposals beyond those already approved 
during the past year. The government agreed to 
provide 50 million kroner of “economic devel-
opment incentives” to the city government and 

Innovation Norway, and earlier this year 
amended the Norway’s Marine Resources Act 
to allow commercial fish processing in the 
archipelago, but assets its role is largely a pas-
sive one.

“The government’s role is not to designate 
which new companies and new private jobs 
may be relevant in the future,” the document 
states. “The government’s role primarily within 
the framework of Svalbard policy is to facilitate 
new workplace opportunities that can be creat-
ed within those industries where Svalbard has 
natural advantages”

Furthermore, the revised policy document 
notes it has been known Longyearbyen would 
have to transition as a community ever since 
the first white paper was drafted, but a large-
scale rebuilding isn’t an immediate priority 
even if that transition has sped up.

“The government emphasizes that efforts 
to readjust Longyearbyen have been going on 
for a long time,” the report states, later adding 
“the government does not want to add facilitate 
quick growth that triggers the need for major 
investments in new infrastructure, water sup-
plies, sewage, heat and power.”

The revised policy does state it will contin-
ue to work with the tourism industry to seek 
some environmental regulations to boost 
tourism in non-protected areas such as Isfjorden 
and with the technology industry to revisit the 
guidelines for operating satellite stations in the 
archipelago.

As for the concern expressed by many lo-
cal and national politicians about the increasing 
percentage of foreign residents, the revised 
white paper notes the trend, but suggests little 
beyond emphasizing to foreigners to severe 
limits they face in terms of welfare, education 
and citizenship rights on the mainland.

Norwegian Polar Institute will 
be responsible for the operation and 
coordination of activities in Ny-
Ålesund. Polar Institute already has 
a separate drive there today.

Eirik Birger delay is preferable 
to lawmakers rushing through the 
proposal now.

delay a good thing. "It means 
that the committees will most likely 
come back here and listen to us fur-
ther," he said.

Birgir said he doesn't believe 
Norway's budget shortfall affected 
the policy goals since few 

In Svalbard, there have been 
great expectations for the new 
White Paper. Undersecretary Gjer-
mund Hagesæter trying to dampen 
expectations edged up in an era of 
tight government finances.

Goals set, uncertainty lingers
Gjermund Hagesæter, state secretary for the Norwegian Ministry of Justice and Public Security, reveals the government's revised "white paper" for 
Svalbard this week in the Longyearbyen Community Council's meeting room. The revised policy report focuses largely on a post-coal-mining future.

MESSAGE, from page 6

NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SECURITY



Page 8 May 10, 2016

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Reopening mines 

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper lately?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of mutual 

affection, it costs 15 kroner to print each copy. 
Help us by donating to our tip jar or making a 

one-time donation of any amount at 
icepeople.net.

And if you haven't visited 
the new icepeople.net yet, 

you're missing lots of 
rants and other online 

exclusives



"Great Caesar's Salad! Don't call me chef!"

An artist's depiction of Russia's newly announced icebreaker suggests it offers crushing potential for cruising polar seas and bureaucratic braggadocio.

'Armed to the teeth: 23550 vs. 
Svalbard – who wins?'

At first glance, it appears the soon-to-be-
built Russian icebreaker is inferior to Norway's 
Svalbard vessel. The Russian ship, dubbed 
"Project 23550" for now, can't quite make its 
way through ice quite as thick. But "as for 
weapons, here the new ship of the Russian 
Federation exceeds its 'opponent.'" The federa-
tion's icebreaker is equipped with "powerful 
rocket launchers, a 100mm caliber cannon and 
an anti-submarine Ka-27 helicopter." The main 
objectives of the project are monitoring and 
protection of Arctic water resources in Russia, 
combating illegal economic activities, towing 
detained ships, rescue operations, firefighting, 
removal of vessels from the shallow water, and 
transportation of special cargo.

– Zvezda

Hotel, restaurant strike now 
in all regions except Svalbard 

A strike by Norway's hotel and restaurant 
worker that began April 24 has expanded to 
about 7,300 workers at more than 700 compa-

nies in every region except Svalbard, according 
to the Norwegian Hospitality Association. The 
union declared a strike after employers refused 
employee demands for the right to local bar-
gaining and there have been few talks since. 
The walkout is also creating turmoil at some of 
the affected hotels as strikers are blocking he 
entrance of places reportedly hiring non-union 
workers as emergency replacements.

– Dagsavisen

Doomsday Vault holds key to 
Ben Franklin’s stolen cypher?   

Deep underneath the Free Library Branch 
in Andorra, in the U.S. state of Pennsylvania, a 
group of young agents examine evidence from 
the Svalbard Global Seed Vault in the hopes of 
finding the next clue in their mission to recover 
Benjamin Franklin’s stolen cypher, or such is 
the goal a new after-school program, the An-
dorra Spy Club. Participants work with real 
seeds, matching them to one of five seeds on an 
activity sheet, analyzing them under a micro-
scope and finding the seed’s origin country on a 
map that itself is a cube puzzle they must piece 
together to help locate the following week’s lo-
cation. The program is targeted at kids who 

struggle with homework, but "these kids are 
reading and excelling at these science- and 
math-based activities in a way that completely 
caught me off guard," said Brittany Jacobs (alias: 
Senior Agent Rose), the program's leader.

– Montgomery News

Offshore oil entities look to 
gain an edge in Svalbard

Oil entities are again conducting sea ice 
and water studies in Svalbard, as Statoil and 
offshore surveying company Fugro are partici-
pating in a joint three-year project analyzing a 
wide range of real-time data in the Barents Sea. 
Five buoys deployed between Hammerfest and 
Svalbard in October of 2015, and the first re-
port from the data was compiled for private 
analysis last month. "While there are significant 
historical metocean data available, additional 
collection of data related to the metocean and 
ice regime will further strengthen the safe plan-
ning of operations, design engineering, calibra-
tion of models and validation of weather fore-
casting in this frontier region," said Mark 
Jones, a company official. Oil-related activities 
are banned in Svalbard, but research such as 
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seismic soundings has been done by private and 
government entities who assert they are collect-
ing scientific data for legitimate purposes.

– Offshore 

Rubbish hut' remains revived 
as lighthouse at Bygdøy

The infamous "rubbish hut" is getting yet 

another resurrection as a lighthouse as Solveig 
Egeland, the artist who built the controversial 
beachside shack in 2014, is using parts of  it for 
a her newest structure part of the exhibition 
"Hope For The Ocean?" at the Norwegian Mar-
itime Museum on Bygdøy. The lighthouse will 
also use trash collected from other waters 
throughout Norway, she said. Egeland, who has 
built many such structures to raise awareness 
about ocean pollution, dismantled the Svalbard 
shack earlier this year.

– NRK

Putin pulls ambassador out of 
Norway as tensions escalate 

Viatsjeslav A. Pavlovskij, Russia's ambas-
sador to Norway, has been recalled by Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. Pavlovskij has faced in-
creasing questions from Norwegian leaders 
about Russian activities such as controversial 
visits by military troops in Svalbard.

– TV2
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

FRIDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Solveig Egeland, center, shows her newest "house of trash" to Crown Princess Mette-Marit, right, at the Norwegian Maritime Museum in Bygdøy.

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.

� ���$� ������������
���������������������

����������"����
����������������"�����"������"���������������
������������������� ��������"��������� ���

	�����������"�����������������������
��������� ������������������� ����
���"����������"������������������$�
�����������������"�������

	������$� ����"�������$� ��������
���!������ �����������!����
� ��������"���� ���������������
"�����"������������������#�����������
�"����������������������������������


�������������������������� ��

www.unis.no

Photo: Nils Pe!
er Dale

Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard
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May 10
1 p.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
5 p.m.: Youth Community meeting.  
Næringsbygget 3, Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
May 14
Noon: Secular Confirmation. Kulturhuset.
May 15
11 p.m.: Penecost Liturgy. Svalbard 
Church.
May 16
5 p.m.: Movie: "Bad Neighbors 2," U.S. 
comedy, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Huset," Norwegian 
horror, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
May 17
Norwegian Constitution Day with 
traditional celebration activities from 7 
a.m. to 9 p.m. See full schedule of 
events on page 4.
May 19
8 p.m.: Concert by BrazzBanditen, a 
German brass band "of 13 to 18 tooters 
and a drum section" playing traditional 
and original songs. Kulturhuset.
May 21
Cultural exchange by Longyearbyen 
residents in Barentsburg. Residents from 
the Russian settlement will perform a 
similar show at 6 p.m. May 28 at 
Kulturhuset.
3 p.m.: Movie: "Bad Neighbors 2," U.S. 
comedy, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
May 22
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Omoide no Marnie," 
Japanese animated/family film, ages 6 
and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Our Kind of Traitor," 
British thriller, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● U.S. nuke submarine to dock in Tromsø
● Bill for first U.S. climate refugee: $48M
● Climate change a match for Canada fire
● Using glitter to track polar bear poop

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Boaty McBoatface sails into polar waters in this artist's depiction of the way things really ought to be.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

The McFix is in
NERC

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Boaty McBoatface. Boaty McBoatface. 
Boaty McBoatface. Boaty McBoatface. Boaty 
McBoatface. Boaty McBoatface. Boaty 
McBoatface. Boaty McBoatface. Boaty 
McBoatface. Boaty McBoatface…

The name (Boaty McBoatface, if you've for-
gotten) will seldom be seen when referring to the 
vessel in the future – although we guarantee to 
mention it at least one in every relevant article 
until that fishwatcher or this fishwrapper sinks. 
So Boaty McBoatface will be mentioned as of-

ten as possible in this story about how the vote 
of the people was overridden by timid tyrants.

 The United Kingdom is naming its new 
£200M polar research ship the RRS Sir David 
Attenborough, even though Boaty McBoatface 
was the runaway winner of an online vote to 
name the ship, with Boaty McBoatface's 124,109 
votes topping the 34,371 votes for Poppy-Mai.

And while the "winnner" not named Boaty 
McBoatface is being hailed globally as he turns 
90 this week for being a landmark broadcaster 
and naturalist., he's still the guy whose narra-
tion in "Frozen Planet" suggested footage of a 
mother giving birth to cubs was from a Sval-
bard den, but was actually footage from a 
Dutch zoo using artificial snow.

UK nixes 'Boaty McBoatface,' 
names new ship after guy who 
filmed 'local' polar bears at zoo


