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Weather summary
Clear and party cloudy with modest 
winds and temperatures between 
minus seven and minus 13 Celsius.

Full forecast page 3
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Napping polar bear near Longyearbyen tranquilized, flown away by helicopter as dozens watch Exactly one week – to the hour – after 
this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

Erik Hillestad, right, guides the Svalbard Kirkes Trio through a recording session Tuesday in Mine 3.

PREDATORY LOAFER
Police and polar bear researchers, right, measure a polar bear after tranquilizing it near Longyearbyen this week. At top left, dozens of observers 
gather on the edge of town to watch the bear across the bay from town. At bottom left, the bear (in the lower right of the photo) blends in with the ice. 

See SLUMBER, page 6

Sound 
of mine
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

"The acoustics are a cross between a 
garage and church."

Which in this case is a blessing, according 
to Erik Hillestad, a music producer who's won 

Svalbard Kirkes Trio gets into a  
heavy metal spirit for new album

ARVE JOHNSEN / SYSSELMANNEN

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A polar bear that approached Longyear-
byen from Adventdalen this week was tran-
quilized and flown by helicopter from the area 

after it settled onto a shoreline across the 
channel from town near cabins and popular 
snowmobiling trails.

The Governor of Svalbard was notified 

MARTIN LANGTEIGEN

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Editor's note: Yeah, this happened three 
days after deadline, but since we can do 
whatever we like with this non-corporate 
rag we figure it's a cool "late editions" item.

BREAKING: Barneo closes after 11 days, plans to end operations in Svalbard. Story at icepeople.net



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Who's to blame and how 
to express your wrath
Editor
Mark Sabbatini

Principal of principles
Kristan Hutchison

Psychiatrist
Irene Gallion

Accomplice
Jeff Newsom

Mailing address
Icepeople
Vei 210 -2- 13
Longyearbyen, Svalbard
9170
Norway

Telephone
Norway: +47 41 51 46 38
U.S. +1 (970) 673-4472

E-mail
marksabbatini@yahoo.com

Web site
www.icepeople.net

Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Since half of this week's fishwrapper is in 
some way related to the Svalbard Kirkes Trio's 
album project (The Show That Must Not Be 
Named brought this week's media junket by 
there for a recording session, hence the picture 
on page seven), we figured we might as well al-
low the holy trinity to continue their tour, so to 
speak, in this space. In addition to our local 
priest finding a new way to post naughty photos 
of himself (above), the church's music guru is 
again invoking the wrath of the Almighty 
Clods upon those who keep showing up out-
side his home to gawk at the avalanche 
wreckage zone. While local companies and 
guides have denied any involvement in the 
snowballing disaster tourism scene, it's kinda 
dubious the group in the picture to the right just 
happens to be a bunch of random individuals 
who all spontaneously showed up at the same 
time. Of course, this being the season for expe-
ditions going to the North Pole and across 
Spitsbergen, we're guessing there's no shortage 
of visiting guides adding a little "extra" drama 
to this year's adventures … And speaking of 
The Show Slightly Spacier Than Us, they're fi-
nally starting to shed some light on what their 

doing which, in addition to this week's "hosted" 
press tour, includes a video of the first mid-
night summer of the year that was live-
streamed and generated more than 2,300 
mostly glowing comments from more than 
150,000 viewers.  The 21-minute virtual beach 
party and other Facebook posts tagged with the 
name of that pilfered program can be seen at  
tinyurl.com/gnaudje.

18 things about nord polen
tinyurl.com/hnsktck

http:/www.bbc.com/news/magazine-35685889

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Sad-sack sightseers: Yeah, we know it's now a 
historic site, but if somebody's making money off 
the sadness of those who suffered...

Faithful guidance

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

ESPEN ROTEVATN

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

ANONYMOUS

LEIF MAGNE HELGESEN
Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen snaps a snowmobile streering selfie, sparking some 
spirited statements and satanic smilies on social media. "I do not think this is accepted as a 
dignified execution of the Traffic Safety Act," wrote former Svalbard Lt. Gov. Jens Olaf Saether.

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. SE winds to 22 
km/h. High -11C (-16C wind 
chill), low -12C (-18C wind 
chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 25 
km/h. High -7C (-11C wind 
chill), low -11C (-16C wind 
chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Clear. W winds to 15 km/h. 
High -10C (-14C wind chill), 
low -13C (-18C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -11C (-15C), -14C (-19C), light 24:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, -10C (-14C), -13C (-17C), light 
24:00h; Tuesday, p. cloudy, -9C (-13C), -13C (-17C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, -7C (-13C), -11C (-15C), light 24:00h; 

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Clear. NW winds to 22 km/h. 
High -9C (-14C wind chill), low 
-12C (-17C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Tourism, sea ice projects top 
new environmental grants  

Nearly 6.2 million kroner has been award-
ed to a total of 22 projects in the latest round 
of grants from the Svalbard Environmental 
Protection Fund. The largest grant is 675,000 
kroner for a nature information center being 
established as a pilot project by Svalbard Mu-
seum. The University Center in Svalbard will 
get 650,000 kroner for a project measuring the 
sea ice and other data in Isfjorden. Other note-
worthy grants include 485,000 kroner for 
Store Norske to assess tourism possibilities in 
the abandoned Mine 6, and 500,000 kroner to 
the Norwegian Veterinary Institute to study 
the presence and potential danger to humans 
of tapeworms in the archipelago. A total of 52 
applicants sought grants from the fund, which 
awards them twice a year. "There was a de-
cline in the number of applications and we 
saw that some of them applied again after 
their improved previous applications," said 
Morten Rund, head of the fund's board of di-
rectors.

SvatSat gets 550M contract, 
plans long-term expansion  

Kongsberg Satellite Services (KSAT) has 
signed a 550-million-kroner contract with a 
European weather service that will help ex-
pand the station and its long-term future, ac-
cording to officials. Eumetsat will invest in 
three new antennas on Platåfjellet and receive 
data from KSAT's Svalbard Satellite Station 
(SvalSat) until 2042. Among the major expan-
sion projects planned is a large solar energy 
installation to reduce SvalSat's costs and envi-
ronmental impact. SvalSat currently has about 
40 antennas and provides about 97 percent of 
its data to more than 100 customers aboard.

Drunk driver takes rental car 
from pub, leaves it in riverbed 

A rental car taken from a parking lot out-
side a pub by an intoxicated driver was found 
Tuesday morning in the riverbed next to the 
pedestrian bridge at Vannledningsdalen, ac-
cording to The Governor of Svalbard. "It was 
a foreign tourist," said Police Chief Lt. Arve 
Johnsen. "He has accepted a fine in the inci-
dent."

Officials kill polar bear shot by 
tour group after aggressive 
encounter in northern Svalbard 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

IRENE SÆTERMOEN / SYSSELMANNEN
Police officers examine a young male polar bear after tracking it down by helicopter and shooting it 
Saturday at the northern tip of Spitsbergen. The animal approached a group of tourists and resisted 
efforts to be scared off by signal pistol shots, resulting in the group shooting and wounding the bear.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A polar bear that reportedly approached 
and resisted efforts to be scared away from a 
Finnish tour group at the north tip of Spitsber-
gen was killed by officials Saturday after a 
member of the group shot the animal, wound-
ing it but not killing it, according to The Gov-
ernor of Svalbard.

The four-man group was on a day trip to 
Verlegenhuken as part of a three-week ski trip 
when they encountered the bear at about 2 
p.m., according to a statement issued by the 
governor’s office.

“According to their explanation, they fired 
with signal pistol shots to scare it away,” the 
statement notes. “The bear eventually let him-
self be chased away, but turned and came back. 
Then they shot it with a rifle shot at a distance 
of about 35 meters.”

The bear escaped, resulting in a search for 
it using one of the governor”s rescue heli-
copters.”It turned out that it had crept into an 

ice formation in the area,” the statement notes. 
“After it was located, the bear was killed and 
transported to Longyearbyen for autopsy.”

The young male bear weighed 116 kilo-
grams and did not have any scientific monitor-
ing tags, according to the governor’s office.

The incident will be investigated to deter-
mine if criminal charges are warranted.

The Svalbard Environmental Protection 
Act specifies, among other things, people can-
not deliberate seek out the animals and proper 
safety measures must be taken to minimize the 
risk of an attack. The leader of a Czech tour 
group with an inadequate tripwire alarm and no 
full-time guard, for example, was fined 10,000 
kroner for following a bear attack last year that 
resulted in injuries to a member of the tour and 
officials having to kill the bear after it was driv-
en off with a non-fatal shot.

Travelers, researchers and officials in Sval-
bard have reported in recent year that polar 
bears are increasingly resistant to signal pistol 
shots and other intimidation efforts, especially 
as the diminishing sea ice is giving the animals 
fewer areas to hunt seals for shorter amounts of 
time.

separate investigation.

– This was a very serious 
incident, and we will scruti-
nize our routines to see if im-
provements can be made, says 
Fred Skancke Hansen, Direc-
tor of HSE and infrastructure 
at UNIS.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

• Editing and Writing (English)
• Web Development and Management
• Web Marketing
• Tech Support
• Office, Kitchen and Warehouse Assistance
• Business Consulting
• Any Other Staffing Needs (1 hour minimum)

Need 
help?

www.travinkeith.com
Travin Keith

No contract required • Invoices available 

+47 9836 5700

Mine taketh and mine giveth away
ALBUM, from page 1

Espen Rotevatn, left, records a vocal track for the Svalbard Kirkes Trio's new album under the watchful eyes of a long-ago miner inside Mine 3 on 
Tuesday. At right, Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen suggests a small change to a song during a pause in the recording session.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Full. stop. It's only the rarest plant on Earth and 
huma

numerous awards for his recording projects. 
His "studio" this week is the warehouse inside 
Mine 3, where the Svalbard Kirkes Trio and a 
group of musicians are recording what's essen-
tial a suite of psalms about the archipelago's 
people and environment.

 Hillestad said he's used numerous unusual 
locations for projects, such a Christmas album 
recorded beneath grottos of the Church of Beth-
lehem, but the mine "is at the far end of that 
scale."

"That's the reason we're here," he said, 
clapping his hands and sending a metallic re-
verberation through the room during a pause in 
the recording on Tuesday. "The trio sent me a 
letter showing the texts and ideas. I've been to 
Svalbard before and I loved it."

"The texts are very much about environ-
mental sustainability and metaphors for human 
struggles in our time. How did we get here? 
How are we going to survive?"

The album is based on a "Svalbardmesse" 
concert by the trio during the Polarjazz festival 
in February of 2015. The trio spent 18 months 
composing the original suite and and have been 
rewriting parts for the album ever since.

"It's different going from song to song," 
said Espen Rotevatn, the church's former music 
leader. "Some have changed drastically."

In addition, some of musicians recording 
the album are different from those who per-
formed the concert.

"We don't have the bass," Rotevatn said. 
"We have a tuba, so the wrapping is quite a bit 
different."

The mine presents certain acoustical chal-
lenges, including the loud hum of a heating sys-
tem that has to be turned off while recording. 
Rotevatn said the musicians can record for 
about three hours before it gets too cold to con-
tinue, after which is takes about 40 minutes to 
warm the large room again.

"You can lose energy when that happens," 

he said. "Our hope is we can finish a song be-
fore we stop."

But the setting is also what provides much 
of the energy and inspiration, said Svalbard 
Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen.

"We have been looking for something a bit 
authentic where the sound is a bit rough," he 
said. "We're getting inspiration being in such a 
place, because of the hard work done here and 
the mechanical nature."

The trio, which also includes Torunn 
Sørensen, the church's deacon, was formed in 
2011. It released a 22-minute mostly a cappella 
album titled "78°13°32°N" in 2012 and was in-
vited to perform in the Vatican in 2013 as part 
of an international "musical pilgrimage."

Recording new album, whose title has not 
been determined, is scheduled to last about a 
week, Helgesen said. He said it will likely be 
released in October or November.
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'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 

Page 9

NORTH POLE 2016: COMING OUT ON TOP AT LAST 

TOMMY HEINRICHMASHA GORDON

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Maybe it's the pope's blessing. Or maybe 
it's a case of the will of mankind prevailing 
over the will of the gods.

After two weeks of delays caused by 
cracks in the ice and political snafus, the first 
groups of expeditioners and tourists are finally 
reaching the North Pole from the Barneo ice 
camp at 89 degrees latitude north. While this 
year may still go down in history as the worst 
ever in terms of delays and cancelled trips, 

many are celebrating achievements reflecting 
as much patience as physical effort.

"I can't stop thinking of the breathtaking 
three weeks spent at the Polar circle," wrote 
Masha Gordon, 14, seeking to become the 
youngest person to ski to both Poles and across 
Greenland, in a post on her Facebook page. "I 
loved it all - the silence, the harsh beauty, both 
the pain of the journey and the exaltation of the 
arrival to the northern most point on the globe. 
Best of all, I cherish meeting larger than life ex-
traordinary explorer characters with contagious 
love for the drama of the Arctic who have 
planted seeds in my mind for future journeys."

Gordon reached the North Pole on Tuesday 
after a six-day "last degree" ski trip crossing 
about 100 kilometers of jagged ice. But even 

then her challenges weren't over.
"The ultimate finale (was) when we found 

ourselves on a small ice floe being unable to 
move across to a safe helicopter pick-up point," 
she wrote. "Now safely in Svalbard where the 
next challenge is securing a seat on sold-out 
flights to mainland to get to Kathmandu."

Among the other successful Pole prevailers 
this year are eight Argentinians who also com-
pleted the last degree ski trek this week – 
thanks perhaps in part to a blessing sent by fel-
low countryman Pope Francis.

"The path you are taking shows that with 
love, effort, and teamwork, it is possible to 
transform walls into bridges," he wrote.

Poley blessings
Pope and perseverance make 
presence felt as expeditions 
finally make it to the North Pole

A sign of sweet success greets Rob Smith and his fellow travelers after overcoming delays and completing a 100-kilometer ski trip to the North Pole.
ROB SMITH / TREK2POLES

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Masha Gordon and other expeditioners, left, perform the traditional circular dance after reaching the North Pole on Tuesday. At right, an eight-man 
expedition from Argentina celebrates reaching the Pole. As with many expeditions, the group was seeking to promote environmental awareness.



Crowds get glimpse of bear near town
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SLUMBER, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

about the bear at about 1:40 p.m. Friday (April 
19, reflecting our causal attitude about dead-
lines) and immediately sent police into the area 
to warn travelers and prevent others from ven-
turing near the animal.

“Now we’re just keeping people at a safe 
distance and waiting for the experts,” said Po-
lice Chief Lt. Arve Johnsen.

Scores of observers gathered at the edge of 
town to watch the bear – a tiny speck nearly in-
distinguishable from a lump of ice – through 
binoculars and telephoto lens. Some also said 
they were keep a lookout for people they know 
who are out on tours, hoping to spot them mak-
ing a safe return to town.

“So finally tourists can spot a polar bear 
from town,” Johnsen said.

Experts from the Norwegian Polar Institute 
recommended sedating the bear and flying it 

from the area in one of the governor’s rescue 
helicopters, rather than use a helicopter to chase 
the animal away, according to a statement from 
the governor’s office. The animal was placed 
on the helicopter shortly after 3 p.m.

“Chasing it is more demanding and less 
easy on the bear, and it would have to be 
chased far away since there are many excur-
sions going this weekend,” the statement notes.

Polar bear visits to Longyearbyen are rare 
since the town is far from traditional feeding ar-
eas, but with a record lack of sea ice this spring 
many of those areas are not suitable for hunting 
prey. As a result, not only are bears being 
forced to find new sources of food, they’re of-
ten increasingly aggressive and resistant to in-
timidation efforts.

The last approach near town occurred in 
October of 2014 – another bad sea ice year – 
when a bear made an early morning visit to 

multiple homes and buildings in the vicinity of 
The University Centre in Svalbard, then was 
spotted a day later across the channel. Officials 
subsequently tranquilized the bear and flew it 
to the northern part of Spitsbergen.

Another near-town encounter – either by 
the same or a different bear – occurred in Au-
gust of that year when the animal ransacked a 
cabin across the channel twice in three days and 
visited several other cabins.

The most recent aggressive encounter with 
a polar bear was last Saturday at the northern 
tip of Spitsbergen, where a group of four 
Finnish tourists was forced to shoot an ap-
proaching animal when effort to chase it away 
with the signal pistol shot failed. The bear es-
caped wounded, forcing the governor’s office 
to track the animal down and kill it.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

ARVE JOHNSEN / SYSSELMANNEN
A tranquilized polar bear, left, lays in the snow near Longyearbyen on Friday. At right, the bear is put onto a helicopter to be flown away from the area.



Page 7April 19, 2016

'Not trying to be heroes'
'We are ordinary people. (But) a 
normal life in Svalbard is very 
unusual to the eyes of others.'

Mark 'O Brian, foreground, and Dave Harcombe, right, film a recording session by the Svalbard Kirkes Trio inside Mine 3 Tuesday as part of a 10-part 
"docudrama" titled "Ice People – Life On The Edge" scheduled to air on BBC Earth beginning in September. The show has been filming since October.

SCREENSHOT OF NRK WEBCAST

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Disclosure: Why I'm not writing 
about this now (but will be soon)

They've been stalking me since October, which means they've also been stalking a lot of 
you. Also, you might notice a certain similarity between the name of this fishwrapper and the 
title of the reality TV series their filming.

So what's up with that and why am I not giving you the straight scoop?
Short answer is I consider it a journalistic conflict of interest to write about the series 

while I'm being filmed for it. So for now any articles about the series are simply excerpts of 
coverage from other media and press releases, some minimal editing to glue them together.

The one exception, of course, was in February when residents at Gamle Sykehuset were 
given two hours to evacuate the building and I called the crew in a panic because nobody I 
knew had a vehicle to load things in. They responded with all the people and vehicles they had 
to help me. That was both legitimate news and an incredible act of generosity that deserved a 
personal thank you.

Once they're done next month, however, I will be writing plenty about it from my 
perspective and that of others, as well as answering the oft-heard question "what do you think 
about the title?"

(The following is compiled from various 
media reports and press releases. See dis-
claimer at right for an explanation.)

Mary-Ann Dahle might be the poster girl 
for the "larger than life characters, who have 
chosen to live almost completely 'off the grid.'" 
But she isn't quite feeling that degree of forti-
tude.

Craggy pictures of the 69-year-old owner 
of Mary-Ann's Polarrigg draped in a thick polar 
bear fur in Svalbard's mountainscape are at the 
top of nearly every press and publicity report 
describing a 10-part reality TV series scheduled 
to air on BBC Earth beginning in September. 
The show is being promoted as a real-life ver-
sion of a certain surreal crime drama set in 
Svalbard, but the real "characters" like Dahle 
are swooning from a different kind of swarm.

"It has been very fun," she told NRK. "But 
there have been some days where I have said 
that I can't stand because you have to give so 
much of yourself."

The series, titled "Ice People – Life on the 
Edge," according to the BBC, "will capture the 
human story in an extreme environment. Dar-
ing adventure, humor, heartbreak and a sense of 
the absurd that is experienced by people who 
are often trapped by ice and live in total dark-
ness four months a year. The residents are in a 
situation where birth, death and being broke is 
illegal – but carrying a gun is mandatory."

Journalists from several countries partici-

pated in a three-day press tour promoting the 
show, staying at the rustic lodge Dahle has op-
erated since 1999, interviewing "cast" members 
and watching a filming session as Svalbard 
Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen (another of 
the chosen ones) joined two other church lead-
ers recording an album inside Mine 3.

"We're not trying to be heroes, we are ordi-
nary people," Helgesen told NRK. "(But) a nor-
mal life in Svalbard is very unusual to the eyes 
of others."

Among the other "stars" of the show are 
taxi driver Wiggo Antonsen (and his wife Clau-
dia), UNIS researcher and avalanche expert 

Chris Borstad, Greendog Svalbard guide Lara 
Hudson, and Polar Permaculture Director Ben-
jamin Vidmar.

"The whole stay has been much better than 
what I expected," Sarah Phillips, a producer of 
the show, told Svalbardposten. "Svalbard and 
Longyearbyen is in my opinion a magical 
place, with its distinctive light and wonderful 
transition periods between dark and light sea-
son. I am also impressed with the people here. 
They are open and very willing to give of them-
selves."
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Reopening mines 

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper lately?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of mutual 

affection, it costs 15 kroner to print each copy. 
Help us by donating to our tip jar or making a 

one-time donation of any amount at 
icepeople.net.

And if you haven't visited 
the new icepeople.net yet, 

you're missing lots of 
rants and other online 

exclusives



"Seeking truth, justice and a better set of pajamas"

A female polar bear guards a freshly killed bearded seal in minus-20-degrees-Celsius cold during a winter sunset in Templefjord. The photo is part of a 
collection by Joshua Holko, who was named the 2015 Arctic Photographer of the Year at the Global Arctic Awards. He is the first Australian to win the award.

Bear wins, seal loses, guy 
who shot the photo wins  

Australian photographer Joshua Holko 
won five awards, including Arctic Photogra-
pher of the Year, at the 2015 Global Arctic 
Awards in Salekhard, Russia’s closest town to 
the Arctic Circle. A photo titled "Protecting the 
Kill," showing a polar bear guarding a freshly 
killed seal in Templefjorden during a winter 
sunset, won Best Polar Bear photo at the 
awards, now in their fourth year. "When I took 
the photo I was about 100 meters away from 
the polar bear," he said. "I had been pho-
tographing it for two days, and waited until 
sunset for the best light – temperatures 
dropped to below minus 20 degrees Celsius. It 
was a combination of timing and patience."

– Australian Geograhic

U.K. government planning to 
torpedo Boaty McBoatface  

Hoards of online voters are having a melt-
down after learning the UK government ap-
pears ready to sink The Research Vessel That 

Ought To Be Known As Boaty McBoatface. 
The public was asked to vote for the name of 
the £200m vessel, which will be used in Ny-
Ålesund and other polar regions, and Boaty 
McBoatface received 124,109 votes, four times 
more than second-placed RRS Poppy-Mai, 
named after a 16-month-old girl with incurable 
cancer. UK Science Minister Jo Johnson sig-
naled the government was preparing to activate 
its get-out clause. "The new royal research ship 
will be sailing into the world’s iciest waters to 
address global challenges that affect the lives of 
hundreds of millions of people, including glob-
al warming, the melting of polar ice and rising 
sea levels," he said. "That’s why we want a 
name that lasts longer than a social media news 
cycle and reflects the serious nature of the sci-
ence it will be doing." His statement has set off 
a fierce debate among the public and re-
searchers, with many arguing the unique name 
would ensure a high level of interest in the ves-
sel's research.

– The Guardian

Sinking cruise ship burns, 
lifeboat capsizes – on paper

"An expeditionary cruise vessel with 300 

persons on board has sustained an engine room 
fire close to the coast of remote Jan Mayen in 
the Arctic Ocean…Drifting towards the shore, 
the ship hits a rock and begins taking on water, 
then settles on the seabed and is in danger of 
capsizing. A lifeboat with 150 persons over-
turns while attempting a landing on the beach, 
resulting in five people getting lost in the sea 
and another five lying lifeless on the beach." 
That "exclusive" news alert was sent out during 
a " tabletop exercise" by rescuers and other of-
ficials from Svalbard and other regions across 
the Arctic. The two-day session in Reykjavik 
this month focused on improving coordination 
between agencies and countries during a major 
incident.

– The Arctic Journal

Creepy, crawly experience 
gives researcher a meltdown 

Anyone can see from the outside that Sval-
bard's glaciers are shrinking, but Kiya River-
man is using what she calls an "inside out" pro-
cess to help determine why. Riverman, a gradu-
ate student in geosciences at Penn State, is 
studying the flow of waterfalls and rivers inside 
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Larsbreen, which involves a lot of squeezing 
and creeping every few years. "We're describ-
ing the hydrology of this glacier by crawling 
around inside of it," she said. "In general, I'd 
say these systems are incredibly underutilized."    
In the summer, meltwater from the glacier cuts 
through the ice, Riverman said, forming and al-

tering cave passageways as it flows down to the 
earth below. There the meltwater can speed or 
slow the glacier's movement. By studying the 
changing pathways of water flow, Riverman 
hopes to better ascertain how glaciers will re-
spond to climate change and increased ice melt. 
She started the project in 2010 and said the ice 
cave now sits much deeper in the ice. "To be 

standing within the system and have some kind 
of appreciation for how it changes and evolves, 
that's what keeps drawing me back," Riverman 
said. Also, "there have been some beautiful mo-
ments connecting with my fellow scientists un-
derground. The time I get to spend with the 
people I'm mapping with is always magical."

– Phys.org

India researchers look to Sval-
bard for monsoon clues

Scientists are probing the waters of one of 
Earth's coldest places to determine how they 
may be contributing to monsoons in one of the 
world's hottest countries. India-'s first moored-
underwater observatory in the Arctic, now 192 
meters beneath the surface of the bay in Kongs-
fjorden, is collecting real-time data about the 
temperature, salinity, current and other parame-
ters of the water. Long-term measurements at 
variable depths and changes in climate patterns 
will be monitored as part of the study.

– The Hindu
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

FRIDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

ETHAN WELTY
Kiya Riverman peers at ice crystals growing from the ceiling of an ice cave in Larsbreen as part of a research project about rivers inside glaciers.

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard
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April 19
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
April 20
5:30: Open day at KHO and EISCA 
facilities. Begins with a presentation at 
UNIS before bus departs to stations. 
Limited to the first 80 people to arrive.
6 p.m.: Movie: "The Jungle Book." 
Kulturhuset.
8 p.m.: Movie: "The Divergent Series: 
Allegiant," U.S. action, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
April 21
7 p.m.: Book presentation: "Fallet: 
Robert Hermansen og spillet om Store 
Norske," by Birger Amundsen." UNIS.
April 24
11 a.m.: Mass by Bishop Emeritus Per 
Oskar Kjølaas. Svalbard Church.
7:30 p.m.: Comedy performance (in 
English): "Limboland" by Bill Bailey. 
Kulturhuset.
April 26
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
April 27
6 p.m.: Movie: "Captain American: Civil 
War," U.S. action/sci-fi, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
April 30
Svalbard Skimaraton. Full- and half-
length tour class starts at 9:30 a.m., 
competitive timed class starts at 10 a.m. 
Next to Mine 6 in Todalen. Full race 
details at svalbardturn.no.
May 1
1 p.m.: Children's ski festival. At ski 
marathon site in Todalen.
May 3
1 p.m.: Technical Committee meeting. 1 
p.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Worst climate change offenders: 'meh'
● Antarctic melt may raise sea 3 ft. by 2100
● Mideast unlivable due to climate change?   
● How climate change may make you fat

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

CHRIS BORSTAD
A small avalanche triggered by two children sledding on Sunday lies as a reminder of the 
potential danger on Sukkertoppen, where a massive avalanche last Dec. 19 destroyed 11 
homes (now removed from the large fenced-off area) and killed two people. "Many people have 
skied Sukkertoppen recently, but it is still important to keep an eye out for clues that the stability 
may be changing," wrote Chris Borstad, a researcher and avalanche expert, on a local 
avalanche awareness Facebook page 8tinyurl.com/glmpdcg).

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Crass destruction
Accidental shot, staged campus 
violence exercise by police fire 
things up at UNIS this week

Small snowslide sends big message

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's probably got less violence and more 
gun toters than almost campus on Earth, but 
two incidents – one accidental and one to prac-
tice a third one planned soon – are adding a bit 
of firepower to the happenings at The Universi-
ty Centre in Svalbard this week.

The accident occurred at about 11 p.m. 
Sunday when a person fired an unintended shot 
while emptying a rifle of ammunition in the lo-

gistics area, according to a press statement from 
the university. Both UNIS officials and The 
Governor of Svalbard are investigating the inci-
dent.

"This was a very serious incident and we 
will scrutinize our routines to see if improve-
ments can be made, says Fred Skancke Hansen, 
director of health, safety and infrastructure at 
UNIS.

Police, fire and other officials will also be 
involved in an exercise simulating a violent in-
cident on campus from 6 to 9 p.m. Thursday. 
Another similar exercise is scheduled next 
month.


