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Weather summary
Clear and party cloudy with modest 
winds and temperatures between 
minus 10 and minus 15 Celsius.

Full forecast page 3
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Climate, politics compete for bragging rights in wrecking hopes during disastrous North Pole season 
Exactly one week – to the hour – after 

this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

Alexander Hovland guides his dog team over the 640-meter-high pass on Longyearbreen on Sunday.

NORTH POLE 2016: RACE AT TOP TO THE BOTTOM 

POLAR PLUNGING
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It appears the biggest quest in the most 
disastrous North Pole season in modern histo-
ry will be whether a political or climactic 

meltdown claims bragging rights to evaporat-
ing the hopes of scores hoping to reach the top 
of the world.

The Barneo ice camp at 89 degrees lati-
tude north finally opened to expeditions this 

week – nearly two weeks later than hoped – 
after several attempts to build a stable ice run-
way failed due to cracks in ice floes and other 
problems. But many adventurers expecting to 

A visitor at the Bareno ice camp makes the most of the wide open stretches of water by taking a polar dip as the camp's struggles continue this week.

See BARNEO, page 6

Half-time 
highlight
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Alexander Hovland, facing the longest 
dogsled race of his life across lots of unknown 

Youngest-ever yapper turns dial 
up 0.5 at longest and biggest 
Trappers Trail dogsled race ever 

RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Show of hands: when compiling a list of 
the ten best botanical gardens in the world, 
how many of you think Svalbard should be 
represented? We're not seeing any hands, 
which is no surprise (hey, if "real" newspapers 
can rely on online polls we're comfortable with 
our survey methodology). Anyhow, as you 
might guess, such a feat of nature has occurred 
as the Tromsø Arctic-Alpine Botanic Garden is 
among "10 of the best gardens…that you’ve 
probably never heard of," according to The 
Guardian (tinyurl.com/z8tef8y). The newspa-
per notes the garden pulls together plants from 
various polar and mountainous regions around 
the world, including "the Wilander buttercup, 
which is only found in the icy archipelago of 
Svalbard" (and is in danger of extinction due to 
climate change, according to scientists). The 
species also happens to be the favorite flower 
of Arve Elvebakk, the garden's manager. "The 
Polarnyresoleie is amazing," he told High 
North News while discussing his top-ten finish. 
"It is the world's rarest plant and found only at 
Cape Thordsen on Svalbard. And there are only 
between 30 and 50 there, so it is more rare than 
the panda bear." Just something for visitors 
keep in mind as they trek on seemingly barren 
and brown ground this summer … Much as 
we'd love to never hear the words "don't worry, 
be happy" again, we're a little disturbed by the 
suggestion happiness should be cause for 

concern because such feelings are the result 
of mind-controlling corporations and gov-
ernments. That's the argument of the book 
"The Happiness Industry: How the Government 
and Big Business Sold us Well-Being" and, as 
with so many things involving evil supervillain 
theories, Svalbard manages to get dragged into 
the argument. An analyst suggests that if, hypo-
thetically, Svalbard folks rate their happiness 
an eight out of ten and the rest of the Norway 
averages five or less, the argument the archipela-
go is the country's happiest spot "become a 'fact' 
that can be used in everything from local politics 
to the tourist industry, and a tool one can ma-
nipulate the population through." Sad, indeed.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Step on this, you suck: Seriously. Full. stop. It's 
only the rarest plant on Earth and humans are 
already choking the last gasps of life out of it.

You look at the scenery while I look at my knob

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

THE ARCTIC UNIVERSITY OF NORWAY

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

ANONYMOUS

DEREK MULLER
Derek Muller keeps his eyes on the control panel of a drone during a walk around Longyearbyen 
to film "The Northernmost Town on Earth (Svalbard in 4K)." The nine-minute video (tinyurl.com/
zpm6p6n) featuring a narrative by Muller about the town has been nominated for a Webby Award. 

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com



Solar skyjinks

Page 3April 12, 2016

Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. Variable winds to 
22 km/h. High -12C (-16C wind 
chill), low -15C (-19C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 3:08a; sunset: 10:59p

Thursday
Partly cloudy. NW winds to 15 
km/h. High -12C (-17C wind 
chill), low -15C (-19C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 2:54a; sunset: 11:14p

Saturday
Clear. NW winds to 11 km/h. 
High -10C (-14C wind chill), 
low -14C (-19C wind chill).

Sunrise: 2:20a; sunset: 11:54p
Extended forecast: Sunday, clear, -9C (-13C), -11C (-15C), light 23:26h; Monday, p. cloudy, -7C (-11C), -10C (-16C), light 23:12h; 
Tuesday, cloudy, -6C (-10C), -10C (-16C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, -4C (-7C), -6C (-10C), light 24:00h; 

Data provided by Storm.not

Friday
Clear. Variable winds to 18 km/
h. High -12C (-16C wind chill), 
low -16C (-21C wind chill).

Sunrise: 2:38a; sunset: 11:32p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Revised 'white paper' nearly 
finished, justice minister says  

The finishing touches are being put on the 
Norwegian government's revised "white 
paper" outlining policy goals for Svalbard, ac-
cording to Minister of Justice and Public Se-
curity Anders Anundsen. He said there will 
nothing jaw-dropping in the updated paper, al-
though he declined to discuss specifics. "We 
mention the challenges and suggest 
solutions," he said. "But all the answers are 
not given." He visited Svalbard during the 
past few days to get a final round of feedback 
from local government and business leaders, 
who have at times complained about the 
length of time the update is taking to 
complete. The government declared a speedy 
update of the current white paper, last revised 
in 2009, at the beginning of last year due to 
economical, societal and political problems 
posed by the coal mining crisis at Store 
Norske. The government has so far endorsed 
efforts to bolster tourism and research in 
Longyearbyen to perhaps double the current 
levels, and earlier this year amended the Ma-
rine Resources Act to allow commercial fish 
processing facilities to open in the archipelago.

Unauthorized dogs face
euthanization upon arrival 

People arriving in Svalbard with dogs 
without obtaining the necessary permission 
and vaccinations risk having the animal eutha-
nized, according to a Norwegian Food Safety 
Authority official who said one owner faced 
that situation during the past weekend. Hilde 
Haug, a district manager for the agency, said 
the strict rules are due to previous outbreaks 
of rabies in Svalbard. Dog owners must obtain 
permission by showing proof the animal has 
been vaccinated to the agency. Dogs also must 
undergo a strict check before returning to the 
mainland. The person who arrived with an 
unauthorized animal last weekend escaped 
having their dog killed when an agency case 
worker was able to contact a local veterinarian 
able to examine the dog, "but we can not 
guarantee that this happens next time," Haug 
said. In such an instance, the owner will be re-
sponsible for the cost of euthanizing and dis-
posing the dog, and may face fines and crimi-
nal charges.

No sunset on Sunday, but last 
one until August on Monday: 
why is the sun so confused?

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

SERGEI PNTELEYEVA / RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
The sun sets Tuesday near Longyearbyen for one of the last times until late August. The first day of 
24-hour daylight is Tuesday after a cycle with no sunset Sunday and the final one on Monday.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Be warned: a part of the weather forecast 
below is a bit bogus. Not the weather part (like 
predictions for the middle of next week are 
something to rely on), but rather a beginning to 
this year's polar summer that defies the basic 
concepts of sunrise and sunset.

The three-and-a-half months of 24-hour 
daylight begins in Longyearbyen next Monday 
(although technically the city entered 24-hour 
twilight before actually seeing the sun for the 
first time early last month, one of many oddi-
ties to be explained shortly). The sun will rise 
at 1:20 a.m., a mere 48 minutes after the last 
sunset at 12:32 a.m.

But here's where thing get murky: the first 
day of the year without a sunset is Sunday. The 
sun rises at 1:58 a.m. and…just wanders 
around the sky for the rest of the day.

Such oddities tend to happen when the po-
lar summer or polar night sets in – there will be 
one sunset and two sunrises when the polar 

summer ends on Aug. 25 of this year, for exam-
ple – in keeping with official day/night desig-
nations that frequently have little to do with the 
reality of looking out the window to determine 
if it's light or dark.

The first official sunrise in Longyearbyen 
this year was Feb. 16, for example, but the city 
didn't "see" the sun for the first time until 
March 7 (normally it's May 8, but leap year 
jumped in) – and most of the town didn't come 
out of the shadow for another week or two – 
due to the surrounding mountains. But techni-
cally Longyearbyen entered 24-hour twilight on 
March, although it took astronomical skills to 
get of glimpse of those rays.

The city did have about 13 hours of use-
able light when it celebrated the annual "return 
of the sun" festival a few days later and there's 
been 24 hours of light since April 5. But even 
when 24-hour days before official there will 
still be "unofficial" sunrises and sunsets many 
places most days due to those pesky mountains.

And when the sunsets begin again in Au-
gust the nights set in with a vengeance: about 
two hours Aug. 25, three hours Aug. 26 and 
more than five hours by the end of the month.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

TROND VIKEN / MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

• Editing and Writing (English)
• Web Development and Management
• Web Marketing
• Tech Support
• Office, Kitchen and Warehouse Assistance
• Business Consulting
• Any Other Staffing Needs (1 hour minimum)

Need 
help?

www.travinkeith.com
Travin Keith

No contract required • Invoices available 

+47 9836 5700

A Trappers Trail trophy for tiny 'troll'
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

TROLL, from page 1

Two dogsled teams, left, cross the finish line of this year's Trappers Trail near Huset on Sunday. At top right, Gunnhild Lutnæs struggles to get her Irish 
Setter on track. At bottom right, youths cluster around to congratulate Tussa after the puppy officially helped Alexander Hovland complete the race.

MARGIT DYRLAND

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

and tricky terrain, decided no contribution was 
too small to help reach the finish line. 

Aided by the puny power of Tussa ("the 
lean, mean heartbreaker"), the Spitsbergen 
Travel guide completed a new 100-kilometer 
course during the two-day Trappers Trail race 
during the past weekend. The Siberian Husky 
pup – the runt of a litter four months ago who 
needed some extra attention from caretakers to 
ensure his legal existence in Svalbard – joined 
his eight full-size teammates during the most 
crucial part of the course on Sunday.

"I just took her out of the sled during the 

last 60 meters of the race," Hovland said, 
adding the pup also ran the final 40 meters of 
the race's first leg ending at Kapp Linn.

While Tussa (whose name translates to 
"troll") set a record not just as the youngest-
ever dog in Trappers Trail, but also as the first 
canine to officially be registered as half a dog.

Hoveland finished the race with a total 
time of seven hours, three minutes and 15 sec-
onds, about 83-minutes behind Marcos Porcires 
and Tina Dahl who won the first-ever "open 
class" extended course. The course covers 70-
kilometers on the first day – the length of the 
regular two-day course – and Hoveland said the 

trail was difficult because "it was really warm."
"Today was a really good day," he said, 

noting colder temperatures made for more sta-
ble snow.

Another unique entrant was Gunnhild Lut-
næs, whose sole source of pooch power was the 
first-ever irish Setter to run the race. She said 
her participation was a last-minute lark as she 
signed up only a few days beforehand.

"I went on a scooter trip and I thought how 
nice it would be to go by skis," she said. "I 
have this dog and he's very fast."
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'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 
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Take Pole out of play? 
'If they really cared about the 
Arctic, it would make more sense 
to stay home,' skeptic argues

Runners head out onto a circular course for a recent North Pole Marathon at the Barneo Ice Camp. The annual race is one of the larger tourist events 
at the camp, with participants then flying to the North Pole. Numerous other novelty trips such as parachuting and scuba diving are also typically offered.

NORTH POLE MARATHON

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

As this year's battle for the North Pole gets 
increasingly nasty due to climactic and political 
challenges that has folks there worried about 
the future of expeditions, plenty of folks in the 
outside world are revisiting arguments about 
whether the adventurers even should be there.

A mocking narrative of the efforts by 
"more than ever, wealthy tourists" to reach the 
top of the world from the Barneo ice camp at 
89 degrees north latitude is the opening salvo 
by Suzanne Goldenberg, an environment corre-
spondent for The Guardian, in a column titled 
"Let’s Not Turn the Arctic Into an Adventure 
Playground" (tinyurl.com/qdz394k). 

"From the camp, it’s a seven- to 10-day 
trudge by dog sled or ski – or, for those less fit 
or in a hurry, a 40-minute helicopter ride – to 
get to a location where they can legitimately 
power up the satellite phone and call someone to 
say: 'Hello! Can you hear me? I’m at the North 
Pole,'" she wrote. "The price of placing that call 
starts at £13,500 (flights not included)."

Many seeking the North Pole this year and 
during the past 15 years Barneo has been in op-
eration say they're intent on calling attention to 
the issue of climate change and the possibility 
traditional expeditions may not longer be possi-
ble in the near future as a result. But Goldberg 
questions the authenticity and effectiveness of 
such claims.

"Giving up on the chance to make that call 
from the other side would no doubt be a per-
sonal tragedy for explorers or well-heeled ad-
venture tourists," she wrote. "But if they really 
cared about the Arctic, it would make more 
sense to stay home and take up an equally chal-
lenging mission: pressing political and business 
leaders for a ban on oil and gas drilling and the 
use of heavy fuel oil. It might not rival the brag-
ging rights of a polar phone call, but it could 
help preserve that last great open space for the 
people who live there and future generations."

The column – which also focused on how 
the shrinking Arctic ice sheet is opening the re-
gion to vast amounts of new commercial activi-
ty and threatening to destroy traditional ways of 
life for many inhabitants – attracted more than 
200 comments in two days before the debate 
was closed. 

"Atmospheric pollution and concomitant 
rising sea levels are a risk to the Arctic but the 
article fails to mention the foreign currency 
earnings of Norway, Denmark, Canada and oth-
er Arctic countries make from tourist activity," 
wrote "EricthePenguin," who states he has first-
person experience with the region and is one of 
the newspaper's "featured contributors." "Sval-
bard, for example, is beautiful and desolate but 
without tourism would be an academic-only lo-
cation and public awareness of polar bears and 
other Arctic species via tourism would be sig-
nificantly reduced."

Other commenters argued the impact of 
Arctic tourism is meaningless compared to the 
amount of global pollution that's causing cli-
mate change. Many also suggested the true risk 
of environmental damage is posed by industrial 

activities such as oil drilling, fishing and com-
mercial shipping, both due to the exploitation 
of resources and the potential for accidents.

Among the North Pole expeditions focus-
ing on climate change this year is "Race 
Against Time," led by polar guide Mark Wood.    
The expedition had to abandon plans to ski 
from the North Pole to Canada's Arctic ice edge 
due to the instability of the ice sheet, but Wood 
said extensive filming of the Pole region is still 
planned and is a crucial part of pushing for 
meaningful change.

"The rate of global warming is in large 
part, a function of the size of the area of ice at 
the Poles," he wrote on his Facebook page. 
"Mother Earth needs these so called Albedo ar-
eas to help regulate the World Mean Average 
Temperature, by reflecting the suns rays back 
into space. The other independent variable is 
Man’s propensity to generate more and more 
greenhouse gasses. The problem is immense: 
how do you get about 200 world nations to act 
in unison, as well as just talk about the 
problem. The more publicity this issue gets the 
better. I doesn’t get more real than the situation 
at the North Pole today."

And those now making the trek over the 
notoriously jagged ice near the North Pole say 
that even with the relatively high amount of ac-
tivity this time of year the area hardly resem-
bles a playground.

"Sad to say, even the sound of skis on ice 
is like a pollutant in this serene place," wrote 
James Redden, 45, a U.K. resident on a guided 
tour.

Still, the North Pole is hardly a "playground," as Goldenberg puts it, 
"Aside from the landing and watching the helicopter leave yesterday, one 
of the most amazing aspects of this place is the utter silence and Covina 
the North Pole. There is an almost perfect nothingness that pervades the 
atmosphere (bar the polar bear tracks detected by the guide, Audun).
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BARNEO, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

is an invaluable experience at the lowest 
prices in Longyearbyen! Both our guests and 
staff are serious lovers of the Arctic from a 
wide range of backgrounds and nationalities 
who come together as a community in what 
used to be the "millionaires' mansion" for the 
most experienced miners. Get expedition tips 
from people well-familiar with the terrain 
during our free communal breakfast, step 
outside and put your skis on in the shadow of 
a glacier, and share your adventures at the 
end of the day in our comfortable lounges 
and self-catering kitchen. Then sleep 
comfortably in our single, double and four-
bed rooms before the next day's adventure.

+47 79 02 57 16 • +47 900 303 21
www.gjestehuset102.no

Participants in this year's North Pole Marathon, left, get an update about conditions at the Barneo ice camp during a briefing this week at the Radisson 
Blu Polar Hotel. At right, workers drill through a pressure ridge near the ice camp in their latest attempt to build a stable runway so the camp can open.

RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETYPIOTR SUCHENIA

depart were told shortly afterward most of the 
passenger and cargo flights had been put on 
hold due to new Norwegian regulations for 
flights between Longyearbyen and Bareno – 
setting off a barrage of infuriated social media 
and blog posts from various expeditions seeing 
their odds of success melting away.

"It sounds like a very bad joke – of course 
the flights have been rescheduled due to delays 
caused by Arctic conditions!!" a post at the of-
ficial North Pole Marathon Facebook page 
notes. "Rescheduling happens every year in po-
lar regions, without an issue, probably any-
where in the world when weather causes 
delays. We sincerely hope this idiocy will be 
resolved quickly in the morning so there is no 

interruption to the race…Marathon Director 
Richard Donovan has already contacted the le-
gal department of Norway's civil aviation au-
thority in a robust overnight letter and is taking 
further actions in the morning."

The regulations enacted last year require 
passenger lists and cargo lists for flights to and 
from Svalbard to be submitted at least 48 hours 
prior to the planned flight, according to Nina 
Vindvik, legal director of Norway's Civil Avia-
tion Authority.

"The requirement to send passenger lists is 
for safety reasons so that The Governor of 
Svalbard can be able to monitor who is actually 
on Svalbard at any given time," she wrote in an 
e-mail.

The denial of previously scheduled flights 

– among the most recent in a serious of high-
profile political disputes dating back to last 
year – is just element causing this year's expe-
dition season to spin out of control for many. 
Another major factor is a record low level of 
Arctic sea ice during the past winter – with ice 
not just shrinking, but thinner, causing unprece-
dented struggles in building the ice runway.

The marathon, originally scheduled for 
April 9 with a record 56 participants, is among 
the groups facing the most chaotic circum-
stances. After days of delays, half of the run-
ners arrived at Barneo on a 3 a.m. flight this 
week and race officials said they were marking 
the course "so that the race can start in another 
eight hours or so." But an update posted six 

See BARNEO, page 7
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Strip tease troopers
RAMZAN KADYROV / INSTAGRAM

Chechen paratroopers, right, unload baggage from a Russian An-74 at Svalbard Airport this week after completing extreme cold weather training at the 
Barneo ice camp. The photo, plus others of plane and soldiers, were part of an boastful Instragram post by Chechen Republic President Ramzan Kadyrov.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

hours later at the Facebook page said another 
problem is again delaying the race indefinitely.

"Significant cross winds caused a crack to 
develop in the runway and, with the second 
planeload of competitors just fifteen minutes 
from landing, they were ordered back to Nor-
way," the post notes. "Efforts are being made to 
remedy the situation and we'll update you with 
a revised schedule as soon as possible. The ad-
venture continues."

In addition to the problems funding a stable 
runway site, the lack of ice means conditions 
will be more treacherous than usual when expe-
ditions are underway. The combination of hu-
man and natural events has a few adventurers 
wondering if this might be the final season for 
going to the North Pole via Svalbard, due to 
both human and natural factors.

In addition to the logistical challenges the 
lack of ice presents, the cost and complications 
of establishing and operating the camp are ris-

ing, said Ed Suttie, 48, a resident of St. Albans, 
England, participating in one of the first trips to 
depart this year. That might motivate Russia, 
whose workers have built and staffed the Bar-
neo ice camp during the past 15 years, to ex-
plore other expedition options for reaching the 
Pole.

"That's just my speculation, but I am a 
glaciologist," he said.

Is this the Pole's curtain call?
BARNEO, from page 6

Russia punks Norway again as 
Chechen paratroopers stop in 
Svalbard after Barneo training
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Barneo is basically turning into a school-
yard playground this year, with two bullies 
beating up everyone except their opponent, as 
Russian-trained Chechen paratroopers landed at 
Longyearbyen’s airport this week after com-
pleting exercises at the camp – a possible viola-
tion of the Svalbard Treaty, although Norway 
appears to be ignoring the taunt for now.

The landing is the latest of numerous dis-
putes this month involving authorization of 
flights to and from the camp at 89 degrees lati-
tude north, where both North Pole expeditions 
and military training is taking place. While 
Norway’s actions have been more substantial – 
including the denial of numerous passenger and 
cargo flights for what it calls legitimate regula-
tory reasons – the landing by the Chechens ap-

pears to be a political stunt aimed at provoking 
Norway.

"Preparing to triumphantly meet our 
heroes!" wrote Chechen Republic President 
Ramzan Kadyrov in an Instragram post this 
week featuring six photos of the paratroopers in 
transit at Svalbard Airport. The soldiers, he 
stated, "did a lot more than planned" and 
"proved that their potential is limitless."

The landing – and plans for at least one 
other of military instructors previously an-
nounced – may violate  a section of the Sval-
bard Treaty which, according to Norway, de-
clares "all foreign military activity in Svalbard 
is prohibited and would entail a gross infringe-
ment of sovereignty." But so far it’s a question 
being raised mostly by Norwegian media and 
analysts rather than political leaders – at least 
on the surface.

Ane Haavardsdatter Lunde, a spokesperson 
for Norway’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, stat-
ed in an e-mail interview, "as long as the appli-
cable regulations are complied with, the Nor-
wegian government has no objections with the 

flights via Svalbard," although her statement 
didn’t specifically address whether the planned 
landings appear to be within regulations. There 
has been no reply yet to a follow-up inquiry 
and other Norwegian media are reporting simi-
larly vague statements from the ministry.

The landings and social media posts resem-
ble a controversial visit to Svalbard last year by 
Russian Deputy Prime Ministry Dmitry Ro-
gozin, who was banned from Norway and nu-
merous other Western countries due to his role 
in the Ukraine crisis. But the sanctions weren’t 
applicable to Svalbard due to the entry terms of 
the Svalbard Treaty, although Norway subse-
quently modified its entry requirements to pre-
vent such visits.

Norway is also being accused of suspicious 
behavior for denying flights from Russia bound 
to Barneo via Svalbard, due largely to a new 
Norwegian requirement that the Russian An-74 
flights must report passenger lists and cargo 48 
hours before takeoff.

Barneo staff have struggled to 
build a stable ice runway since the 
beginning of April, resulting in a 
huge backlog of expeditions. A use-
able runway finally completed early 
this week, but most of the initial 
passenger and cargo flights were 
temporarily cancelled, resulting in a 
deluge of furious blog and social 
media posts from expeditioners and 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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Reopening mines 

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper lately?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of mutual 

affection, it costs 15 kroner to print each copy. 
Help us by donating to our tip jar or making a 

one-time donation of any amount at 
icepeople.net.

And if you haven't visited 
the new icepeople.net yet, 

you're missing lots of 
rants and other online 

exclusives



"Seeking the skinny on the Fortress of Solitude since 2016"

RITA TRAVERSI / UNIVERSITY OF FLORENCE
The northern lights offer a breathtaking breather for researchers in Ny-Ålesund as they discover gathering proper pollution data requires extra effort.

North Pole is drifting towards 
London due to polar ice melt  

Not only is climate change making it in-
creasingly harder for traditional expeditions to 
reach the top of the world, but now the North 
Pole is undergoing a suddenly shift about 
where it wants to be. The North Pole is drifting 
eastwards towards London – affecting Earth's 
rotation in the process – due to rapidly destabi-
lizing ice sheets in Greenland and Antarctica. 
While it's not unusual for the Pole to shift over 
time, the latest drift reflects a drastic reversal: 
it had previously been drifting westward to-
ward Canada's Hudson Bay. But in 2000, the 
Pole started changing direction and heading 
eastward twice as fast as normal.

– Science Advances

'Will the U.S. risk WWIII to
liberate Longyearbyen?' 

Norway's defense budget is unsustainable, 
especially in the face of increasing Russian ag-
gression, and the willingness of supposed allies 
to come to the country's aid is waning, accord-

ing to politicians and other government offi-
cials of varying political affiliations. Among 
other things, NATO is arguing assistance poli-
cies in effect during the Cold War are no longer 
applicable. That raises serious concerns about 
Svalbard, especially since "Norway has also an 
interpretation of the Svalbard Treaty which is 
not shared by our allies," according to John 
Olav Egeland, an author and longtime journal-
ist. "A typical conflict scenario is that Russia 
provokes a situation which gives the pretext for 
a military operation…will the United States 
r i s k T h i r d W o r l d W a r t o l i b e r a t e 
Longyearbyen, researchers ask?"

– Dagbladet

High-tech research requires 
low-tech footwork in Svalbard

Two researchers from the University of 
Florennce studying the impact of pollution on 
the Arctic found their project in Ny-Ålesund to 
be far more fatiguing than expected – and not 
just because of the adjustments to the strange 
seasons and their effect on daily routines. "We 
started every morning and did a kilometer and a 
half on foot," said Rita Traversi, one of the re-
searchers."We had to avoid the snowmobile be-

cause the site where we were going to take the 
samples had to be preserved and we had to 
avoid any form of pollution not to skew the re-
sults." Some of instruments in the international 
research settlement are so sensitive they can de-
tect the slightest traces of cigarette or kitchen 
smoke from residential buildings hundreds of 
meters away.

– Repubblica Firenze

Drone cloning needs to come 
back to Earth, scientists say

Researchers need to improve their coopera-
tion when it comes to the use of drones in the 
Arctic and sharing the results, according to par-
ticipants of a Svalbard Strategic Grant-funded 
workshop in Tromsø earlier this month. "It 
seems like everyone is trying to invent the same 
wheel," said Cathy Cahill, a professor at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks. Among the is-
sues needing further discussion are climate-re-
lated challenges of using remotely-operated and 
autonomous underwater and above-surface ve-
hicles, along with ensuring their use doesn't im-
pact native life in the area being studied.

- Phys.org
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Dutch join countries seeking 
to boost their polar presence  

The Netherlands is creating an "Arctic am-
bassador" as part of the country's efforts to 

boost its presence in the polar regions. Kees 
Rade, the country's former ambassador to 
Brazil, will work primarily in The Hague, but 
participate in polar policymaking bodies such 
as the Arctic Council. Rade said his interest in 
polar regions has increased significantly in re-
cent years. "This is mainly due to climate 
change," he said. "Therefore, the melting ice in 

the Arctic is causing rising sea levels, which is 
important for the low-lying Netherlands. The 
occurrence also has implications for the ship-
ping industry." The Netherlands sent about 100 
scientists and other visitors to Svalbard last sum-
mer for three weeks in what was described as the 
country's largest-ever polar research project.

– Nederlandse Omroep Stichting

Svalbard perfect for droning 
on about quests you didn't do  

When Arctic sea ice melt opens new sea 
routes in the north. Scientists predict a multipli-
cation of ship traffic, while larger areas released 
for oil operations and other activities. More ac-
tivity may also bring more new species, which 
do not belong in the Arctic. As algae and algal 
grazing crustaceans from North Pacific and 
Bering Sea. Each benthic animals from Siberia. 
2Both on and in boats organisms can get trans-
port. We have ballast water in many ships and 
when taken into a place and pumped out else-
where have many kind of organism groups the 
opportunity to get transport, says researcher An-
ders Jelmert at IMR.

– NRK

West Spitsbergen likely to set 
a record for sea ice failure

Those hoping to get out on the sea ice this 
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

FRIDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

TOM GRYDELAND / NORUT
A team of scientists uses a drone to measure black carbon to determine the effect the particles have on Arctic climate in Ny-Ålesund in April of 2015.

THURSDAY

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9



Page 11April 12, 2016

Author Evening with

Welcome!
Longyearbyen Public Library
Location:Time: Sunday March 6, 
8:00 p.m.
Arrangement

icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.

www.unis.no

Photo: Steve Coulson/UNIS

Study in Svalbard?

The University Centre in Svalbard

Application deadline: 15 April
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April 14
6 p.m.: Discussion by Samuel Massie 
about his expedition to Antarctica and 
the South Pole, w/ signing of his book 
"Hold Fast!" Outdoors at Sjøområdet.
6 p.m.: Stand-up comedy show: "50 
Shades of Hansen," by Hans Morten 
Hansen. Kulturhuset.
April 15
Camp Svalbard winter session for youths 
from grade 8 to age 18. Details and 
registration at tinyurl.com/grtdcyr.
April 17
11 a.m.: Mass by Priest Leif Magne 
Helgesen and Bishop Emeritus Per Oskar 
Kjølaas. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "The Jungle Book" (3D), 
U.S. action/adventure, ages 6 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Huntsman: Winter's 
War," U.S. action/fantasy, ages 12 and 
up. Kulturhuset.
April 19
1 p.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
April 20
6 p.m.: Movie: "The Jungle Book." 
Kulturhuset.
8 p.m.: Movie: "The Divergent Series: 
Allegiant," U.S. action, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
April 24
11 a.m.: Mass by Bishop Emeritus Per 
Oskar Kjølaas. Svalbard Church.
April 26
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
April 27
6 p.m.: Movie: "Captain American: Civil 
War," U.S. action/sci-fi, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● New estimates show more Barents oil
● Poltion
● Penguin census relys on public webcams   
● Spinning gold from kelp In Greenland

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

RIA NOVOSTI
An expanded research center in Barentsburg is part of an extensive refurbishing and expanding of 
the infrastructure in the settlement, which until recently still retained much of its Soviet-era character.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Secure science
Russia: Expanded research 
center in Barentsburg enhances 
studies – and strategic presence
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Joining Longyearbyen in an effort to pre-
serve a post-mining future in Svalbard, a direc-
tive establishing the Russian Scientific Arctic 
Expedition center in Barentsburg was signed 
this week by Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev.

The center, originally conceived in 2014, 
will expand on current research by employing a 
permanent staff of 25 people, plus a seasonal 
group of 75 from various environmental agen-
cies and institutions.

""The expedition is expected to enhance 
the efficiency of Russian organizations working 

in Svalbard and in the adjacent waters of the 
Arctic Ocean, as well as expand international 
cooperation," the directive says.

The directive also emphasizes "efforts to 
ensure that Russia has a presence on the 
Archipelago, controlled by the Kingdom of 
Norway, as one of the strategic priorities in 
terms of Russia’s Arctic policy."

Construction of the center is well under-
way, a press release from Russia's Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment notes.

Barentsburg, like Longyearbyen, is also 
seeking to aggressively expand tourism. Last 
year it became a part of the Visit Svalbard 
Tourism agency, bringing an end to the notori-
ous difficulties booking tours and accommoda-
tions in the Russian settlement.


