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Weather summary
Partly cloudy, breezy and cold, with 
occasionally snow, through the 
middle of next week.

Full forecast page 3
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About 25 people, right, gather outside Hilmar Nois' trapping station at Fredheim on Saturday for an outdoor Mass. At top left, visitors crowd inside the  
trapping station during an open house hosted by the governor. At bottom left, a tractor drags the station away from the eroding coastline last spring. 
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apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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Record masses testify to salvation of historic trapping station facing the wrath of the almighty

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A fire apparently ignited by a faulty bat-
tery charger forced the evacuation of and 
caused significant damage to Stormessa, with 
some businesses remaining partially or entirely 
on hold a week after the incident.

A fire alarm in the building in Nybyen was 
triggered just before 1 a.m. March 10, with an 
equipment room belonging to Arctic Adven-
tures AS being the ignition point, according to 
The Governor of Svalbard.

“It turned out that all the occupants had es-
caped after hearing the alarm, but crews from 
the fire department had to search to make sure 
there there was nobody inside the premises, 
said Police Chief Lt. Trond Olsen in an inter-
view with Svalbardposten.

Rising from the ashes after fire

Exactly one week – to the hour – after 
this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It suffered, was nailed down and ultimate-
ly rose from the seemingly dead into new life. 
Making Hilmar Nois' former trapping station 

an ideal spiritual as well as historic spot to vis-
it during this year's open house, hosted by The 
Governor of Svalbard the past two weekends.

A record 600 people visited the station, 
known as Villa Fredheim, about 50 kilometers 

northwest of Longyearbyen. About 25 of them 
attended a an outdoor midday Mass last Satur-
day where Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne 
Helgesen, noting the season of Lent is well 

RESURRECTION

TROND OLSEN / SYSSELMANNEN
Firefighters work to contain a March 10 fire on 
the ground floor of Stormessa in Nybyen.

Businesses still trying to recover 
a week after a toxic fire forces 
them to discard their inventory 
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Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We really, really hate fart jokes but, as with 
so much else, the latest one is far more extreme 
in Svalbard so we're kinda forced to vent about 
it. It seems scientists may have discovered 
what's causing all those ships and planes to 
disappear in the Bermuda Triangle: a mas-
sive case of gas. That's based on a study of 
the seabed near Svalbard, where kilometer-
wide craters about 50 meters deep appear to 
have been created by methane building up 
and popping under the seabed, according to 
researchers from The Arctic University of Nor-
way in a statement to the Sunday Times of Lon-
don (tinyurl.com/h46n8jw). "The crater area is 
likely to represent one of the largest hotspots 
for shallow marine methane release in the Arc-
tic," the statement notes. The researchers will 
now examine if such sea farts are of sufficient 
power to overwhelm ships and aircraft … Turn-
ing to inside baseball, we're guessing that one 
of the many questions both of our readers have 
is "what the &$# is this thing known as the 
Svalbard Daily Planet buried where most alt-
weeklies run their porn ads???!!! That's a fair 
question phrased in more politically correct 
terms than we'd use, so to summarize: 1) with 
this fishwrapper's likely expansion to 16 pages 
as of next week compare to four as of early last 
year, we're obviously trolling for material. A 

ton of stuff gets written globally about Svalbard 
we never have room to print, but hopefully this 
lets us catch the best of it. And, yes, the astute 
will note the half-page ad on the second page is 
by Visit Svalbard, which is essentially covering 
the printing costs of those pages (and offers a 
much more straightforward – meaning sane – 
news roundup by e-mail each week). But 
there's another goal: we're hoping to update the 
Daily Planet in reverse-chronological order ev-
ery morning and e-mail the newsletter to folks, 
including (hopefully) hotels and other business-
es interested in printing out a few copies for 
guests. Stay tuned for details next week when 
we hopefully have that part figured out … One 
other insider tidbit: readers of The Local Paper 
of Rehab will notice our editor and his "I don't 
have a clue what's going on" gesture is part of 
this week's MSM coverage, since some kindly 
folks have signed off on a six-month lease in a 
new flat after he was thrown out of his climate 
change-damaged building last week. The story 
also notes it gave new life to this fishwrapper, 
so…what the heck happened to this week's 
issue? Short, sad and simple: illness and injury, 
as he caught a bug and took a nasty fall that 
cost him the use of his right arm for a couple of 
day, so the fishwrapper was put off until Friday 
as an "interim" issue. We're taking Easter week 
off anyhow, so you'll still be punished in full.

So this is a Friday issue rather than a Tuesday one and, since we normally 
don't publish during Easter week anyhow since our printer tends to be closed, 
it's arguably a better interim thing anyhow.

18 things about nord polen
tinyurl.com/hnsktck

http:/www.bbc.com/news/magazine-35685889
The northernmost battle shown is Operation Gauntlet, which happened just 

600 miles south of the North Pole, on the Norwegian island of Spitsbergen dur-
ing World War Two.

Trip advisor guy
tinyurl.com/jf6brlz
A Sheffield man who has travelled to more than 50 countries clocking up 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

Enemies without and within

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

ANONYMOUS

TELENOR
Joachim Haraldsen (a.k.a. Noobwork on YouTube) participates in a "Counter-Strike Go" 
tournament on an allegedly -20C day in Longyearbyen as part of a publicity stunt for Telenor's 4G 
network. The company filmed him for a promo video (at tinyurl.com/j46gugz) as he kept a real 
gun at his side to ward off polar bears while going all-out Rambo with the virtual ones. "The 
network functioned brilliantly," he said in a company press release. "There were no problems and 
4G network functioned exceptionally. The only thing that bothered me was the biting cold."

Telenor sent a YouTube star out in 20 minus Svalbard 
to play and test the 4G network. The result, the film 
"4Gaming", is now seen by gamers worldwide.

For the first time, Telenor has tested how 4G network 
can handle a showdown between elite athletes of 
Counter-Strike Go (CS).

Permaculture Design Course in the Arctic

Taught by Jan Martin Bang at Gjestehuset 
102, with an emphasis on polar conditions.

www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

June 12-24
Increase your knowledge and earn a certificate in Permaculture. 

Limited to 20 participants. Registration 
and course details at our website.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Friday

Partly cloudy. SW winds to 32 
km/h. High 13C (-18C wind 
chill), low -16C (-22C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 6:04a; sunset: 6:10p

Saturday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 15 
km/h. High 15C (-7C wind 
chill), low -18C (-23C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 5:56a; sunset: 6:18p

Monday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 15 
km/h. High -14C (-19C wind 
chill), low -17C (-21C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 5:56a; sunset: 6:18p

Extended forecast: Tuesday, p. cloudy, -15C (-20C), -17C (-21C), light 13:08h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, -14C (-18C), -15C (-20C), 
light 13:22h;  Thursday, p. cloudy, -12C (-17C), -15C (-20C), light 13:38h; Friday, cloudy, -9C (-13C), -12C (-17C), light 13:53h; 

Data provided by Storm.not

Sunday
Partly cloudy. SW winds to 32 
km/h. High -13C (-18C wind 
chill), low -16C (-22C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 6:04a; sunset: 6:10p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

New coal mines unlikely in 
Svalbard, lawmakers agree 

An overwhelming majority of Parliament 
appears to be opposed to new coal mines in 
Svalbard, even if prices recover. "It is impos-
sible to predict the future, but the way the 
world looks out there today with falling coal 
prices and with ambitious climate targets, it is 
difficult to imagine that new mines will come 
into operation," said Tina Bru said, a member 
of the Conservative Party, which is the domi-
nant member of the ruling coalition. Among 
the reasons cited are the terms of the agree-
ment reaches at the U.N. climate summit in 
Paris in December and Parliament's decision 
to rid the Norwayy's oil wealth fund of hold-
ings in companies that produce coal. "Norway 
cannot demand that the rest of the world ends 
coal production, but we continue even when 
there are environmentally sustainable 
options," said Heikki Holmås, a Socialist Left 
Party member of Parliament.

Pols: Cable from mainland 
may be post-coal power fix

A power cable from the mainland may be 
the ideal solution to replace coal as the prima-
ry source of electricity in Svalbard, according 
to some members of Parliament. "It will cost a 
great deal, but it is an investment in the long 
term, said Øyvind Korsberg, a Progress Party 
member on Parliament's Energy and Environ-
ment Committee. He said it may be simple to 
add a 100-megawatt cable along the same 
route as the subsea fiber-optic cables. The 
Conservative Party that heads Norway's ruling 
coalition is lukewarm about the idea, as is the 
Labor Party, but the concept does have sup-
port from the Socialist Left and Christian 
Democratic parties.

Low-quality diesel a threat to 
cars; new fuel offered free 

Vehicles filled with diesel between Feb. 
19. and March 17 are at risk of engine failure 
due to low-quality fuel meant for boats being 
delivered to Svalbard Auto, according to 
Frank Jakobsen, administrative director of 
LNS Spitsbergen. He said the error happened 
because his company switched to a provider 
that offers such fuel. Vehicle owners can have 
their fuel replaced at no charge.

Longyearbyen's temperatures 
more than 10C above normal 
from December to February

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

NASA
Record-breaking temperatures in February across most of the Arctic, including Svalbard, were more 
than 10 degrees Celsius higher compared to the averages between 1951-1980.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

If you're feeling like we're in a god-awful 
cold spell, stop bitching: this is supposed to be 
normal weather this time of year. You just 
haven't had a chance to get acclimated to it.

Temperates in Longyearbyen were more 
than 10 degrees Celsius above normal during 
the months from December to February, ac-
cording to the Norwegian Meteorological Insti-
tute. That's part of a general trend across the 
Arctic that has resulted in record-low sea ice 
levels (none is expected to form in western 
Spitsbergen this year), far outpacing a 1.35-de-
gree increase in global temperatures during 
2015.

The heat wave has resulted in both annoy-
ing situations (such as the Noorderlicht not be-
ing available this year as the famous "hotel in 
the ice") and serious ones (such as three snow-
mobilers breaking through dangerously thin 
sea ice on the east coast about a week ago). It 
also means hunting areas are scarce this spring 
for polar bears emerging from their dens, 
which will likely result in higher cub mortality 
rates and more seeking out of land-based 

sources of food.
Longyearbyen experienced heavy flooding 

in late December when temperatures soared to 
a record nine degrees Celsius a few days after 
the Dec. 19 avalanche that was triggered by one 
of the worst storms to hit the archipelago. The 
highest temperature in January was 6.6 degrees 
on Jan. 2, compared to the normal average of  
minus 15.3 degrees during the month. The av-
erage temperature in February was minus 5.6 
degrees, or 10.6 degrees above normal.

But while the scientific consensus is the 
Arctic is warming twice as fast as the rest of the 
planet, the freak heat from the past few months 
isn't entirely due to climate change.

“This is what we would expect, given the 
big El Nino event that is currently occurring in 
the Pacific," said Ed Hawkins, a climate scien-
tists at University of Reading, said in an inter-
view with The Independent of London. "We ex-
pect to see global averages to remain very 
warm for the next few months before a slight 
drop in monthly temperatures towards the end 
of the year.”

“This is in line with our expectations that 
due to the continuing effect of greenhouse gas 
emissions, combined with the effects of El 
Nino on top, 2016 is likely to beat 2015 as the 
warmest year on record,” he said.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

TROND VIKEN / MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Salvation of historic station offers lesson for Lent 
A host passes out brownies baked at the Villa Fredheim trapping station to visitors following a Mass outside the station during an open house Saturday.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

FREDHEIM, from page 1

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

• Editing and Writing (English)
• Web Development and Management
• Web Marketing
• Tech Support
• Office, Kitchen and Warehouse Assistance
• Business Consulting
• Any Other Staffing Needs (1 hour minimum)

Need 
help?

www.travinkeith.com
Travin Keith

No contract required • Invoices available 

+47 9836 5700
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underway, said the experiences of Mary and 
those of the historic trapper offer some of the 
same lessons.

"We need to raise up history to understand 
our predecessors, while at the same time learn-
ing," Helgesen said. "And we need to raise up 
the future so that we do not make mistakes to-
day that our children in the future must suffer."

The trapping station, built between 
1924-27, was used by Nois for 19 of his 35 
overwinterings in Svalbard between 1909 and 
1963. It is one of the larger and more famous 
trapping stations in the archipelago, and the an-
nual open houses feature presentations about 
the history of the building and its occupants.

But the station's situation grew increas-
ingly precarious due to coastal erosion that 
threatened to wash the cabin out to sea. As a 
result, construction workers under supervision 
of the governor's cultural heritage representa-
tives took the risk of moving the fragile struc-
ture about 50 meters to higher ground last 
spring.

The inside of the two-story cabin was 
thoroughly braced inside with rods and the 
floor removed prior to the relocation. It was 
then mounted on a metal sledge, which a bull-
dozer dragged to the new site in about three 
minutes (a video of the move is available at 
tinyurl.com/nrkxyzl). The auxiliary buildings 
at the station were also moved. Workers then 

refurbished the cabin, including reinstalling 
each of the floorboards it their original loca-
tions.

"Luckily, nothing happened during the 
transportation," said Hans Olav Stegarud, the 
governor's cultural heritage advisor. "In fact, 
everything is a little bit better now."

The cabin remains on the sledge, in case 
another relocation is necessary decades from 
now, he said.

About 300 people attended the open house  
weekends in 2014, Stegarud said. That total 
was surpassed during the first weekend this 
year.
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Bendik Adamiak-Husby, 7, right at center, plays violin while his sister, Mali, 8, sings and brother, Rasmus, 6, plays percussion during a gala Thursday at 
Kulturhuset paying tribute to those affected by the Dec. 19 avalanche. The youths were accompanied by, from left, Liv Mari Schei, Elise Strømseng and 
Espen Rotevatn. At left, attendees help themselves to hors d’oeuvres during the free event that featured various musical performances and speeches.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Eight visitors from Barentsburg look and move like mechanical dolls during a first-ever guest 
performance by the Russian settlement as the unofficial finale at this year's UKM show. 

See TRIBUTE, page 6

Show of solidarity 
'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 

Page 9

Halldis Vesaas, top left, plays a solo piano instrumental during the tributary gala. At top right, the 
bluegrass band Blåmyra performs a trio of songs. At bottom, the Longyearbyen Big Band performs.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Difficult as it might have been seeing 
Bendik Adamiak-Husby, 7, his sister, Mali, 8, 
and brother Rasmus, 6, show a flair for their 
deceased father’s diverse musical talents, the 
moment was meant to celebrate of the future, 
not mourn for what the three children have 
lost.

The children of Atle Husby, 42, one of 
two people killed in the Dec. 19 avalanche, 
were among the featured performers at free "A 
Tribute to Solidarity" gala at 7 p.m. Thursday 
at Kulturhuset. The evening was dedicated to 
those in Longyearbyen affected by the historic 
catastrophe that destroyed 11 homes and in-
flicted an enormous psychological scar upon 
the community.

"We obviously let the family know we 
were planning to do the show," said Roger 
Zahl Ødegård, the city’s chief cultural advisor. 
"We contacted them and they took the initia-
tive to have the children perform."

All have appeared on stage before, with 
Bendik at times showing his father's versatility 
by playing multiple instruments during a single 
song. The elder son played violin, Mali sang 
and Rasmus played percussion "Auld Lang 
Song" to open the show.

The rest of the evening featured a mix of 
music, speeches and poetry, with most of the 
music lineup consisting of bands Atle Husby 
performed in.

“It’s a tribute to all who have contributed 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Hopefully she has a towel: If so, she can put it 
over her head and not have to watch her death.

Children of avalanche victim 
Atle Husby join others in tribute 
to those involved in tragic event



Gala looks to the future, not the past
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TRIBUTE, from page 5

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

is hiring a receptionist who can totally bring it 
– we lure serious Svalbard lovers who spend 
their money on ice conquests rather than 
lodging, but crave expert knowledge of the 
area. We need someone who can speak the 
language – and we don't just mean 
Norwegian plus English and/or French – to 
help our unique guests get the most from 
their unique quests. Most of all, you need to 
know and love this unique place – while our 
rooms may be the cheapest in Longyearbyen, 
we want to make sure those staying here get 
the priceless experience of a lifetime.

Contact Olena Zhukova at 79 02 57 16 or 
info@gjestehuset102.no 

Elise Strømseng (violin), Liv Mari Schei (piano) and Halldis Vesaas (vocals) perform "Lys og Varme" ("Light and Warmth") as a sing-along during the 
finale of Thursday's gala at Kulturhuset paying tribute to those affected by the Dec. 19 avalanche. All 250 free tickets to the event were distributed.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
The Store Norske Men's Choir performs a trio of 
a capella songs during the gala.

to help and how we stood together,” said Roger 
Zahl Ødegård, the city’s chief cultural advisor. 
“It’s not a memorial.”

City leaders first discussed the show in ear-
ly January, but the event took place this week 
because residents might have be more ready for 
it, Ødegård said.

“Now some time has gone by and we have 
some distance from this catastrophe and can see 
a little bit forward,” he said.

Besides the performance by Husby’s chil-

dren – with help from Elise Strømseng, Liv 
Mari Schei and Espen Rotevatn – other musical 
performances include the Store Norske Men’s 
Choir, Longyearbyen Big Band and Blåmyra.

“Atle was in all those bands,” Ødegåard 
said.

The seats in Kulturhuset were folded and a 
free buffet set up on the open floor, with the 
show pausing a few times to allow the audience 
to mingle. 

The evening will also feature speeches 
by local political leaders, poetry, and an 
open floor where hors d’oeuvres will be 
served.

Although the show is free, tickets must 
be obtained in advance at Rabalder Cafe in 
order to prevent overcrowding Ødegåard 
said. About 20 tickets remained as of 1 
p.m. Thursday.
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Prying Dutchman
Dutch explorer Piet Oosterveld, 
famous for polar bear research 
and wrestling, dies at age 77 

Piet Oosterveld 
takes a break 
during a Dutch 
research 
expedition on 
Edgeøya in 
August of 2015. 
The longtime 
researcher and 
polar explorer was 
one of four 
participants in a 
historic year-long 
research project  
on the island 
during the late 
1960s that helped 
lead to a ban on 
polar bear hunting. 
His return to 
Svalbard last 
summer, the final 
trip of many, was 
to help document 
changes to the 
area during the 
past 45 years.

DUTCH BROADCAST FOUNDATION

EIRC FLIPSE
Piet Oosterveld, at right, braves the elements with, from left to right, Paul de Groot, Eric Flipse and 
Ko de Korte while spending the winter of 1968-69 at a research station on Edgeøya.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Piet Oosterveld, 77, a biologist who was 
part of the historic 14-month Dutch Svalbard 
Expedition during the late 1960s and survived a 
fight with a polar bear in Svalbard two decades 
later, died this week of unspecified causes.

He remained involved in Svalbard research 
throughout his life, including participating in 
last August's 10-day Netherlands Scientific Ex-
pedition Edgeøya Spitsbergen with the two oth-
er surviving members of the historic overwinter 
despite being in poor health. 

"He was now a bit of a silent man, until 
you started talking to him," the organizers of 
the 55-person expedition wrote in a prepared 
statement posted Wednesday at its official web-
site (sees.nl). "Then the passion came back."

Oosterveld and his two colleagues, inter-
viewed at length about the changes to the area  
more than 40 years later, emphasized vast natu-
ral changes such as far more vegetation as well 
as human ones such as people obsessed with 
mobile devices. But his long-ago experiences 
also helped change the archipelago in other 
ways.

The 1968-69 expedition's primary goal was 
to determine the distribution and health of polar 
bears in the area. Their research ended up play-
ing a key role in the creation of the Agreement 
on the Conservation of Polar Bears in 1973. 
The agreement, among other things, ended 
hunting of the species and is credited for an in-
crease in their population in Svalbard despite 

the adverse effects of climate change. 
But Oosterveld, according to Dutch media 

reports, was most famous for a 1987 encounter 
with a polar bear.

"A gun on an expedition? Piet Oosterveld 
would not hear of it," an obituary in De Volk-
skrant notes. "The man who would magnify  
Dutch polar research had, according to a friend, 
'a very relaxed attitude toward polar bears.' 
Rather, Oosterveld took an umbrella, which he 
opened to scare the bears."

He found out "this strategy doesn't always 
work" when he and a companion saw a bear 
blocking the path their rubber boat and Ooster-
veld, hoping to scare the animal, instead ended 

up in a wrestling match that left the explorer 
with a tooth-shaped imprint in his skull for the 
rest of his life.

But while the encounter made Oosterveld a 
media celebrity (unlike today, when he might 
face criminal changes and be fined for negli-
gence), and he was willing to show up and have 
his scarred skull filmed, he tried to get viewers 
to focus on more substantial topics.

"Rather, he talked about his research," the 
obituary notes. "With great passion he studied 
the growth patterns of plants and what role the 
grazing reindeer played there."
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SOLFESTUKA, from page 1

Reopening mines 

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

Help ensure nobody else on our staff appears here in full frontal nudity!
It costs 15 kroner to print each copy of this fishwrapper, 
which means pretty soon we're going to have to sell our 
clothes. You really don't want to see what that looks like. 

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Benjamin Vidmar, foreground at left, and Travin Keith examine plants and equipment covered with a line layer of toxic soot Thursday in Polar Permaculture’s 
temporary greenhouse inside Stormessa. At right, a storage/laundry area belonging to Arctic Adventures is heavy damaged after the fire ignited there.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

The charger apparently short-circuited, ac-
cording to Olsen. The incident is not being in-
vestigated as a criminal matter.

The lower part of the building is used by 
several businesses as work and storage space. 
The upper half houses the Coal Miners’ Cabins 
lodge and restaurant.

“Most of what we had in stock had to be 
thrown away because three were toxic agents in 
the air,” said Astrid Vikaune, owner of Sval-
bard Vet. In addition, much of the company’s 
electronic medical equipment may have been 
damaged and cannot be used until technicians 
examine it after Easter.

“Until then we can’t do x-rays” or offer 
many other services, she said.

The clinic is still able to inspect dogs trav-
eling to and from the mainland, and treat those 
suffering from acute trauma or needing emer-

gency surgery – although it won’t be at the 
same level as when the clinic has fully func-
tioning equipment, Vikaune said. The disrup-
tion is occurring during the peak of dogsled-
ding season, which means as the town’s only 
veterinarian the clinic is unavoidably being 
kept busy treating animals as well as cleaning 
the clinic and obtaining new inventory.

The fire is also forcing Polar Permaculture 
AS to throw out nearly all of its plants and oth-
er inventory, although about 10,000 earth-
worms used for composting (but not their soil) 
appear as if they can be salvaged, said Ben-
jamin Vidmar, creative director of the sustain-
able living project.

“The smoke was a very toxic smoke,” he 
said, adding his plants and equipment is cov-
ered with a fine layer of soot from the burnt 
material. “It burns your tongue. I know I can’t 
sell plants that are covered with this type of 

smoke.”
As with Svalbard Vet, the timing of the fire 

was particularly bad because an external green-
house for the plants and worms was scheduled 
to arrived during the next few weeks, Vidmar 
said. The estimated 500 to 1,000 seedlings and 
other plants in the temporary growing room 
were planted with that in mind.

“It was perfectly timed so that by the time 
the greenhouse got here everything would have 
been moved into the greenhouse,” he said. But 
now “I’m going to throw it all out and start 
over again.”

Polar Permaculture, which was scheduled 
to begin tours of the facility this month to boost 
income and interest in the project, has also sus-
pended those plans until further notice.

Both Vikaune and Vidmar said their busi-
nesses are insured and their insurers quickly 
agreed to cover the losses.

The most severe structural damage oc-
curred to Arctic Adventure’s work and storage 
space, although the company’s primary base of 
operations is at its dog kennels 12 kilometers 
outside Longyearbyen.

"I think we got away cheaply," Jens Abild, 
the company's founder, told Svalbardposten. 
"There was lots of soot and smoke, but I think 
we can manage to salvage things for the most 
part. The only thing is that it is a bit more cum-
bersome is that we don't have some stock and 
we have had to cancel some trips."



"Our motto, like the news, always changes"

NORWEGIAN COAST GUARD
Norwegian Coast Guard rescuers attach a tow line to a shrimp trawler that broke down and was caught in a sever storm in the Barents Sea this week.

Doomsday Vault can't save 
'underwater Venus fly trap'  

An underwater plant that catches its own 
food similarly to a Venus flytrap is facing ex-
tinction because its seeds can't be preserved in 
the Svalbard Global Seed Vault. The water-
wheel plant survives by capturing water fleas 
and mosquito larvae, but is dying out due to 
habitat destruction. An attempt to preserve 
seed species in the vault is failing, with nearly 
90 percent no longer viable after just one year. 
The seeds' resistance to deep-freeze storage 
may be due to their coatings, which have a 
honeycomb-like arrangement that helps them 
to float, but allow fungi to attack more easily.

– Sky News

Trawler rescued during storm 
with eight-meter-high waves  

The shrimp trawler Kvalstein was rescued 
Friday afternoon by the Norwegian Coast 
Guard after a getting caught in a storm with 
strong winds and waves up to eight meters 
high. The trawler sent out a distress call early 
Thursday after suffering a "complete break-
down" the Barents Sea about 550 kilometers 
north of the mainland. The K/V Svalbard, on 
patrol in the general area, headed toward the 
trawler, but had to wait overnight to reach it 
due to the severity of the storm. After the first 
attempt to attached a tow cable failed, coast 
guard officials managed to rig a line to the 

trawler so it could be towed to Finnmark. 
"There was never a danger to life and health  
the crew on board, or to the Kvalstein or K/V 
Svalbard," said Coast Guard Lt. Cdr. Gudmund 
Johansen. "But it was very tough conditions, 
and at the limit of what is feasible."

- NRK

Polar dips: 8K kr. swim here
offered by cruise company 

Aurora Expeditions, which launched polar 
snorkeling on some Antarctica voyages two 
seasons ago is adding Svalbard to its offerings. 
It's first available on a cruise departing from 
Longyearbyen on July 18 but it doesn’t come 
cheap: $US975 for the privilege. Or you could 
hook up with the Sjøsprøyt Ice Bathing Club, 
which has been doing polar dip excursions 
since 2012 and seems to know their stuff (pri-
mary rule: "it is not allowed to die"). The club 
has been meeting regularly since 2012 and, 
while participation fluctuates, there's a trend to-
ward more family participation with kids as 
young as eight signing up.

– The Australian

Forget spies - polar bears may 
be Svalbard's real saboteurs

Neither cold, nor storms, nor enemy agents 
are seen as the primary threat to Norway's abili-
ty to monitor ships in Svalbard's waters. 
Instead, the worry is polar bears will destroy a 
newly installed monitoring and signaling sta-

tion in the archipelago, according to the Norwe-
gian Coastal Authority. "The problem is that 
the base station is quite low and we fear the 
bears will tear it down," said Acting Maritime 
Safety Director Trond Langemyr, adding the 
animals may approach the facility out of curios-
ity. "There are large animals." The station, 
which monitors the location and speed of ves-
sels, is intended to improve monitoring as a 
sharp increase in area ship traffic is projected in 
the future.

– High North News

Is Barentsburg stlll 'the last 
resting place of the USSR?'  

Western tourist agencies love to present 
Barentsburg as a place where the atmosphere of 
the Soviet Union has been preserved almost un-
touched. But some tourists are expressing dis-
appointment at an extensive renovation of 
many of the settlement's buildings in recent 
years, including updating the hotel with rela-
tively modern facilities. "I thought I'd see 
something from another age – something that 
disappeared with the fall of the Soviet empire," 
said Dieter Muller, a German tourist. But many 
of Barentsburg's residents say life as a worker 
there remains hard due to the harsh environ-
ment and work conditions – although since 
most are from the Ukraine, they find life much 
safer and the pay much better than in their 
homeland.

– Russia Beyond the Headlines
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World’s first polar class 
megayacht planned for 2018

The 0.1 percent will soon be able to em-
bark on an extreme expedition to Svalbard  in 
proper comfort as a 200-passenger, 183-meter 
long megayacht with moderate icebreaking 
abilities is scheduled to launch in 2018. “Crys-
tal Endeavor will cater to a particularly daring 
audience, one who values luxurious comfort 
and amenities as much as life-changing adven-
tures,” Crystal Cruises CEO Edie Rodriguez 
said at a presentation during an industry con-
vention in Florida. Among the many onboard 
“toys” will be two helicopters and two seven-
person submarines.

– The Independent Barents Observer

Paraplegic pilot tries again to 
reach N. Pole in microlight

A paraplegic pilot plans to make his second 
effort to reach the North Pole in a microlight 
craft when the Barneo ice camp at 89 degrees 
north latitude opens in early April. The En-
glishman's first attempt last year had to be 
called off following a series of problems from 
the outset, including bad weather, bureaucratic 
issues, and a landing which left him with a bro-
ken hand and hampered his flying capabilities 
and halted his journey at Kellenhusen in Ger-
many. Five years ago, Dave completed a solo 
trip to Australia in the microlight which attach-
es to his wheelchair.

– The York Press

Svalbard a sore sight for eyes 
in 'Changing Circumstances'

Svalbard has earned yet another prominent 
place in projects intended to show the effects 
humans are having on the environment, as dra-
matic pictures of the coal pier at Hotellneset 

and samples from the Svalbard Global Seed 
Vault are part of "Changing Circumstances;  
Looking at the Future of the Planet, " an essay 
and photo book by 34 artists. "My photographs 
investigate the connections between the burn-
ing of coal, the main source of the world’s elec-
trical power, and the melting of glaciers and 
icebergs" wrote Gina Glover, who took the 
photo at the coal pier.

– The Guardian

The vault essay   Although we know that 
the Earth’s average surface temperature has 
increased by 1.4F (0.8C) since the 1880s, 
driven by human-caused emissions, it is an-
other thing to witness the effects firsthand. 
Environmental destruction, once thought to 
be localized, now ripples across the 
planet..’April.

The pair set off on the 110km trek from 
there to the pole which should take them 
about 8 days, each pulling sleds weighing 
45kgs.

– NewsHub.co.nz

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

TUESDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

GINA GLOVER / FOTOFEST INTERNATIONAL
The coal pier at Hotellneset is one of the photo from Svalbard in "Changing Circumstances," an 
essay and photo book documenting the various effects of human activity on the environment.

MONDAY

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.
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www.unis.no

Photo: Nils Pe!
er Dale

Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard

 Contact Nina at
nina.robertson@hello-halo.tv

We're all about
Life on the Edge!

 Two Arctic interlopers daring to buy 
tickets to Svalbard during March and 

April each need a sanctuary

 One from March 14 to April 22
The other from April 16-23

Author Evening with

Welcome!
Longyearbyen Public Library
Location:Time: Sunday March 6, 
8:00 p.m.
Arrangement

icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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March 19
Noon: Movie: "Deadpool," U.S. action/
sci-fi, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
March 20
11 a.m.: Palm Sunday and Confirmation 
Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Kung Fu Panda 3," U.S. 
animated/family, ages 6 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Secret in Their Eyes," 
U.S. action/comedy, no age limit 
specified. Kuturhuset.
March 22
7 p.m.: Free concert by operatic 
baratone Leif Jone Ølberg and piano/
organist Jovna Zakharias Dunfjell. 
March 23
6 p.m: Movie: "Batman vs. Superman: 
Dawn of Justice" (3D), U.S. adventure/
fantasy, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
March 24
7 p.m.: Holy Thursday evening liturgy. 
Svalbard Church.
March 25
1 p.m.: Outdoor Good Friday Mass at 
Vindodden.
March 27
11 a.m. Easter Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Batman vs. Superman: 
Dawn of Justice," U.S. adventure/
fantasy, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Saul's Son," Hungarian 
drama, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
March 29
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
March 30
6 p.m.: Movie: "Risen," U.S. action/
drama, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
April 3
7 p.m.: Movie: "Hail Ceasar!" U.S. 
comedy, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Norway announces new Arctic oil blocks
● U.S., Canada severely cut Arctic oil plans
● Nobel winners call for halt in Arctic drilling  
● Ice road weight limit quadrupled – oops

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

GREENPEACELongyearbyen youths participate 
in, counterclockwise from top, a 
group music ensemble, a hip-hop 
dance routine, a "beat boyz" 
performance and a solo singing 
act during youth variety show at 
Kulturhuset on March 10 as part 
of this year's Solfetuka festival. 
The nine-day festival, which 
celebrates the return of sunlight to 
Longyearbyen after the polar 
night, ended Saturday. Photos by 
Mark Sabbatini / Icepeople.

Fishing for answers
Greenpeace's request to halt 
Arctic trawling not getting the 
response hoped for from Norway

Where the sun rises at the end of the day


