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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.
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Have you seen this child? We took a 
couple hundred holiday photos. One 
featuring yours might even be in focus.
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Weather summary
Partly cloudy and mild late this week, 
with snow this weekend and colder 
temperatures nest week.

Full forecast page 3
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Several hundred people gathered around the wooden steps of a pre-World War II hospital, left, watch the sun emerge from Larsbreen at about 12:50 p.m. 
Tuesday during the pinnacle of this week's Solfestuka celebration. At top right, local kindergarten students in sun costumes enjoy a few final minutes in the 
shade before the sun shines. At bottom right, Astrid Andersen, 6, is presented with a framed print of her winning Solfestuka logo during the ceremony.

Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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Svalbard?
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One-day delay allows hundreds to jump for joy under clear skies as sun 'returns' after four months

Rentals continue to be scarce and costly despite layoffs; politicians point fingers at who's to blame
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

There's lots of newly-built housing, people 
are being laid off by the hundreds – yet places 
available for rent are extremely rare and costly

Dozens of Longyearbyen residents have 
scrambled to find housing on short notice dur-

ing the past couple of months due to the de-
struction of 11 homes in the Dec. 19 avalanche 
and the 30 tenants at Gamle Sykehuset forced 
to suddenly evacuate their apartments last 
month. While most appear to have found at 
least temporary housing, the shortage has 
touched off a political feud about who's respon-

sible for the situation and how it should be ad-
dressed.

"Longyearbyen has a dual housing 
market,"  wrote Øyvind Snibsøer, head of Sval-
bard's Labor Party, in a letter to Svalbardposten 
published Feb. 25. "The 'lucky ones' are those 

No place likely to be home

Exactly one week – to the hour – after 
this newspaper was dealt an almost certainly 
fatal blow, it was resurrected.

Our demented editor (the fact he refers to 
himself in third-person plural should be 
sufficient proof of that), was at his usual table  
in Fruene (not so much lately, since 
"camping" isn't cool during peak tourist 
season) when Anne Lise Sandvik, who for 
years has been our pick for "Best Community 
Organizer" on the "Best of Svalbard" 

LEAPING YEAR
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The year 2016 will be remembered as the 
perfect time to be bissextile.

Several hundred people experienced one 

of Longyearbyen’s most spectacular “return of 
the sun” celebrations ever, thanks to leap year 
delaying the ceremony from a cloudy Monday 
to a cloudless Tuesday. Wearing sun 
costumes, facepaint and other solar insignia, 

they began their annual chant toward the 
southern horizon at 12:50 p.m. while circled 
around an ancient set of wooden steps that 
have not seen sunlight in four months.
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

Anybody remember the "Daisy ad" 
where a little girl is killed in a nuclear explo-
sion while picking petals off a flower? Sval-
bard now has its own virtual version thanks 
to Greenpeace, which hired the ironically 
named company Don't Panic to produce a two-
minute video titled "The Little Explorer." We'll 
let the greenies explain in their own words why 
they think the clip will win sympathizers to 
their cause: "The video shows a young girl in 
her room, imagining herself exploring the beau-
ty of the Arctic sea’s depths and its native 
wildlife. The scene is suddenly ruined by a 
trawl net that descends, sweeping the young 
girl away." This is supposed to pursue folks 
trawlers are a bad thing to have in places like 
Svalbard, which Greenpeace is specifically tar-
geting due to the Norwegian government's re-
cent effort to launch a fish processing industry 
here to replace lost coal mining jobs. At least 
it's quicker and less painful than watching her 
thrash around on a hook … Turning to "all 
about us" stuff, it's more than beyond bizarre 
that exactly two weeks ago this fishwrapper 
was all but dead thanks to our eccentric editor 

getting evicted from his home on a couple 
hours' notice. Instead, thanks to some incredi-
ble generosity from locals who helped him find 
a new place we're going to be around for a 
while causing a bigger stink than ever and as a 
result Icepeople is looking for an editorial in-
tern interested in writing news articles and 
taking photographs. If the thought of doing 
such work for clips and references for no pay 
doesn't appeal, out editor literally begged for 
such an opportunity nearly 30 years ago. That 
led to his first job and ultimately to where he is 
now. OK, very scary example, but the details 
are on page 11 if you're interested.

Greenpeace film

18 things about nord polen
tinyurl.com/hnsktck

http:/www.bbc.com/news/magazine-35685889
The northernmost battle shown is Operation Gauntlet, which happened just 

600 miles south of the North Pole, on the Norwegian island of Spitsbergen dur-
ing World War Two.

Trip advisor guy
tinyurl.com/jf6brlz
A Sheffield man who has travelled to more than 50 countries clocking up 

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

Yet again, we're hell frozen over

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

DON'T PANIC

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

ANONYMOUS

RED THREAD GAMES
The local Doomsday Vault zombies, aliens in UFOs and other misfits that apparently are 
abundant in Svalbard will be getting more company in the future in the wake of a nuclear 
holocaust that will challenge "what's left of humanity…to rise again to rebuild civilization." That's 
the scenario of "Code Name Svalbard," a single- and multi-player role-playing game now being 
developed. A press release announcing the project declares "the key to the future of the Earth 
lies beneath the ice - at Svalbard. Investigate a barren, hostile Arctic landscape. Find the clues to 
the location of the biological ark of humanity. Select the treasures you will reintroduce into the 
world. Travel to exotic places, fighting off the milling mutant masses set on satiating themselves 
on your loot. Oh, and the giant mutant polar bear." You can read more about the project and what 
gamers think about it – comments from locals are noticeably scarce – at tinyurl.com/zfeazzg.

Permaculture Design Course in the Arctic

Taught by Jan Martin Bang at Gjestehuset 
102, with an emphasis on polar conditions.

www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

June 12-24
Increase your knowledge and earn a certificate in Permaculture. 

Limited to 20 participants. Registration 
and course details at our website.

Hopefully she has a towel: If so, she can put it 
over her head and not have to watch her death.



'Only' 530M loss
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. NW winds to 25 
km/h. High -7C (-11C wind 
chill), low -9C (-13C wind chill).

Sunrise: 7:15a; sunset: 5:04p

Thursday
Partly cloudy. N winds to 22 
km/h. High -5C (-9C wind 
chill), low -9C (-13C wind 
chill).
Sunrise: 7:07a; sunset: 5:11p

Saturday
Snow. NE winds to 54 km/h. 
High 0C (-7C wind chill), low 
-3C (-8C wind chill).

Sunrise: 6:51a; sunset: 5:26p
Extended forecast: Sunday, rain/snow, 1C (-4C), -1C (-7C), light 10:50h; Monday, snow, 0C (-4C), -2C (-6C), light 11:06h; 
Tuesday, snow, -3C, (-6C), -10C (-15C), light 11:21h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, -10C (-16C), -12C (-18C), light 11:36h

Data provided by Storm.not

Friday
Partly cloudy. N winds to 35 
km/h. High -1C (-5C wind 
chill), low -8C (-13C wind chill).

Sunrise: 6:59a; sunset: 5:19p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

City leaders don't know how 
much alcohol is consumed 

Politicians in Longyearbyen say total con-
sumption of alcohol should be reduced, but 
don't know how much is being sold. There 
were 24 alcohol licenses for local businesses 
and 67 licenses for various events in 2015, 
plus Nordpolet's retail sales license. The 
Longyearbyen Community Council is work-
ing an alcohol policy proposal aimed at re-
duced alcohol use, especially among youths, 
but it is facing criticism due to a lack of re-
porting requirements. "Much of the assess-
ment and the alcohol policy proposal smells 
of disclaimer," said Espen Rotevatn, a Green 
Party member of the council. The only exist-
ing figures related to consumption are Nord-
polet's sales and Korkpenger money (cultural 
grants funded with taxes from alcohol sales).

Pair selected to overwinter at 
Austfjordnes trapping station

Gard Christophersen, 29, and Bård Blæst-
erdalen, 28, have been selected to spend a 
year as the caretakers of the historic trapping 
station at Austfjordnes. Eight applications 
from 13 people were submitted to The Gover-
nor of Svalbard, who annually picks one or 
more caretakers. "An overwintering year trap-
ping is something we are really passionate 
about and we are convinced that we will deal 
with in an exceptional way if we get the op-
portunity," they wrote when they submitted 
the application," the winner pair wrote in their 
application. Both have lived in Svalbard for 
two-and-a-half years, and have extensive 
hunting and other outdoor experience.

Svalbardposten circulation 
down 3.5 percent in 2015 
Svalbardposten's net circulation in 2015 

was 2,544, down from 2,636 in 2014. The 
newspaper had 111 fewer print subscribers, 
but an increase is digital subscribers resulted 
in an overall lost of 92 readers. "That repre-
sents a decline of 3.5 percent and that was ex-
pected," said Svalbardposten Editor Eirik 
Palm. The totals show most residents of Sval-
bard read the newspaper and the number of lo-
cal subscribers is holding steady. The newspa-
per's website had a record number of visitors, 
with more than 3.4 million during 2015.

Store Norske's deficit shrinks in 
2015 from 902M kr. in 2014 as 
drastic downsizing continues

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES
Norwegian Minister of Trade and Industry Monica Mæland trades words with workers in the break 
room at Mine 7 during a visit to Longyearbyen last week to discuss the city's economic future.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

What may have been Store Norske's last 
year of "regular" coal mining was not a good 
one by any means, but it was a lot better than 
the year before that led to the near-total shut-
down of operations.

The company lost 530.3 million kroner in 
2015, compared to a record loss of 902.2 mil-
lion in 2014, according to its four-quarter re-
port for last year. It lost 189 million kroner 
during the last three months of last year, com-
pared to 677 million in 2014.

"The main reason for the weak result is 
low production and falling coal prices," the re-
port states. But while prices were lower, "the 
negative impact of reduced sales volume and a 
weak market was partly offset by a stronger 
US dollar."

The company produced 1.14 million gross 
tons of coal in 2015, down from 1.73 million 
tons in 2014. But coal production during the 
last three months of 2015 rose to 396,000 tons 
– 380,000 tons at Svea and 16,000 tons at 

Mine 7 – up from 352,000 tons in 2014.
Coal prices during the fourth quarter aver-

aged $51 a ton, well below the $65 a ton price 
Store Norske needs to break even. Prices fell to 
$42 a ton in February of this year and are pro-
jected to drop to $37 a ton by 2019.

The company has announced it is suspend-
ing coal mining at Svea in April, with the Nor-
wegian government expected to provide up to 
749 million kroner during the next four years to 
maintain that mine and the one at Lunckefjell in 
the hope coal prices recover. The company is 
also scheduled to double its workforce at Mine 
7, which supplies Longyearbyen's power plant 
in addition to providing a relatively small 
amount of revenue.

"The recommended solution enables ap-
proximately 100 jobs to be retained in the com-
pany, and the state will have the opportunity to 
maintain and develop Svea into a venue for re-
search, education and tourism," notes the report 
from the state-owned company, which em-
ployed about 400 people in 2012.

"In addition, critical expertise will be re-
tained at the company so that it may be practi-
cable to reopen the Lunckefjell mine within 
three years."
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

TROND VIKEN / MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Rentals scarce, costly – but that may change soon
The destruction of 11 homes in the center of Longyearbyen due to the Dec. 19 avalanche has left a literal and figurative gap in the local housing market. 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

HOUSING, from page 1

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

• Editing and Writing (English)
• Web Development and Management
• Web Marketing
• Tech Support
• Office, Kitchen and Warehouse Assistance
• Business Consulting
• Any Other Staffing Needs (1 hour minimum)

Need 
help?

www.travinkeith.com
Travin Keith

No contract required • Invoices available 

+47 9836 5700

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

that have a subsidized housing or receive hous-
ing allowance from the employer."

"The high housing prices are a serious im-
pediment to Parliament's intention to have 'a ro-
bust family community' because there are few 
families who can afford to pay the price Store 
Norske Properties is demanding for non-subsi-
dized housing."

Store Norske's property subsidiary is the 
dominant real estate company and, by charging 
the same for a simple family apartment that a 
typical apartment in Oslo costs, affects what 
others with housing charge for rent, wrote  
Snibsøer, who is also a member of the 
Longyearbyen Community Council.

B u t h i s c r i t i c i s m t h a t N o r w a y ' s 
government, which owns Store Norske, is prof-
iting to the detriment of the community is being 
rejected by Minister of Industry and Trade 
Monica Mæland. In a response letter published 
March 4 in Svalbardposten, she stated the com-
pany, not the ministry, sets prices.

"I expect, however, that the company han-

dles this on commercial considerations, and the 
best interests of the company and the communi-
ty in Longyearbyen," she wrote.

Mæland, a member of the ruling Conserva-
tive Party member, also took a political potshot 
at Snibsøer by noting "this government has pri-
oritized Svalbard more than any other govern-
ment before." That includes potentially provid-
ing Store Norske and Longyearbyen's govern-
ment more than 1.25 billion kroner in loans and 
assistance between 2015 and 2020 to help the 
city restructure after the near-total shutdown of 
coal mining this year.

"Snibsøer's assertion that I am helping to 
slow the development of Longyearbyen falls on 
its own absurdity," she wrote.

Store Norske owns 381 dwellings in 
Longyearbyen, 90 percent of which are current-
ly occupied and one-third of which are rented 
out to external tenants, according to the compa-
ny's fourth-quarter report for 2015. The remain-
ing residences are mostly being renovated.

A 40-square-meter apartment rents for 
about 7,000 kroner a month and a 120-square-

meter family residence for about 16,000 kroner 
a month, according to Sveinung Lystrup Thesen, 
Store Norske's property manager, in his letter to 
the newspaper contributing to the debate.

"The price level at Store Norske Properties  
is set, among other factors, according to what it 
costs to invest in building housing in Longyear-
byen, as well as coverage of municipal taxes 
(which are high in Longyearbyen), district heat-
ing (which is a significant cost – and moreover 
not normally a part of the rental rate compared 
to the mainland), and ongoing and periodic 
maintenance."

But the vacancy situation – and perhaps 
prices – is likely to improve in the near future. 
Store Norske, in its report, notes its mass lay-
offs will mean "significant challenges for hous-
ing rentals, especially after mid-2016." The 
Longyearbyen Community Council also voted 
Tuesday to spend at least some of a 22-million-
kroner economic stimulus grant from the min-
istry to build new housing.

SNB owns and 381 dwellings in Longyearbyen, and 
is the main residential property operator on Svalbard. 
The occupancy rate is approximately 90% and ca. one 
third of the houses are rented out to external tenants. 
Downsizing SNSG will entail significant challenges for 
housing rental, especially from mid-2016.
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Employees of the new "Store Torske" face up to Longyearbyen's future as a stinky town rather than a sooty one during the annual revue show satirizing 
local events from the past year Friday at Huset. The show was the opening event of this year's Solfestuka festival, which continues through Saturday.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Eight visitors from Barentsburg look and move like mechanical dolls during a first-ever guest 
performance by the Russian settlement as the unofficial finale at this year's UKM show. 

See SATIRE, page 6

Stinky on stage
'We want to adopt you': Two hours of hell 
and angels evacuating my home. 

Page 9By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Given all the fishy business in Longyear-
byen during the past year, locals are ready to 
shake the coal dust from their boots and put 
their faith in cod.

Miners, politicians and others raised a bit 
of a stink about transitioning from a sooty 
town to a smelly one, but ultimately agreed our 
100-year-old cornerstone conglomerate needs 

to embrace a new identity as "Store Torske."
And with that one-letter revision to The 

Floundering Company Formerly Known As 
Store Norske, the local chums cast out on a 
whale of a job baiting their fellow townsfolk 
during the annual revue showing just how flaky 
the past year was Friday night at Huset.

That meant the governor (or her strong 
likeness) reminiscing about leaving her won-
derful job on the mainland to preside over a 

community in crisis and mourning. The city 
politicians becoming odd bedfellows in a restag-
ing of the 1722 opera "Jeppe: The Cruel Come-
dy." The editor of that "other" newspaper mak-
ing an occasional visit here from his home on 
the mainland so he could ask probing questions 
such as whether there's a lot of ice in Svalbard.

"I though it was me on stage," said Sval-
bardposten Editor Eirik Palm, who is departing 

Anne Lise Sandvik, left, pontificates on taking a supposed dream job as Svalbard’s governor, only to find herself the leader of an island in deep crisis. At 
right, The local Labor and Liberal party leaders make for strange bedfellows (with the Green Party leader doing something untold beneath the sheets).

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Annual 'year in revue' follows Longyearbyen’s tragicomic shift from a sooty town to a smelly one



Mixing silly and serious 
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The editor of that "other newspaper" (or his likeness) interviews the lead candidates of Longyearbyen's 
four politicial parties during a reenactment of a debate before last fall's municipal council election.

SATIRE, from page 5

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

Solfestuka 2016 schedule
(from March 8)

Tuesday
10 a.m.: Storytime for children. Longyearbyen 
Library.
12:30 p.m.: Return of the sun celebration, with 
stories, songs and (hopefully) the sighting of the 
sun. At the old hospital steps at Skjæringa next to 
Svalbard Church.
1 p.m.: Solfest gathering with food and warm 
drinks Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Lectures about East-West relations in the 
Arctic and Svalbard Treaty conflicts. UNIS.
8 p.m.: Presentation by Norwegian physician/
professor Per Fugelli. Kulturhuset.

Wednesday

7:30 p.m.:  Solfcafe featuring performances by the  
Store Norske Men's Choir and sing-alongs. Huset.

Thursday

10 a.m: Storytime for kindergarten-age children. 
Longyearbyen Library.

5 p.m.: Solfest variety show and gala by local 
youths. Kulturhuset.

8 p.m.: Concert by Marit & Rona, a duo that plays 
Scottish and Scandinavian folk music. Svalbar.

Friday

6 p.m.: Solfest youth party for juniors (6-8 p.m.) 
and seniors (8:30 p.m.-midnight). Longyearbyen 
Youth Club.

12:30 a.m. (Saturday): Concert by Creedence 
Nights, performing Creedence Clearwater Revival 
songs and John Fogerty's solo works. Huset. Free 
shuttle bus from Svalbardbutikken at midnight.

Saturday

7:30 p.m.: Concert by Henning Kvitnes and 
Claudia Scott. Kulthurhuset.

12:30 a.m. (Sunday): Concert by Creedence 
Nights. Huset.

Full schedule at www.solfest.no There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

is hiring a receptionist who can totally bring it 
– we lure serious Svalbard lovers who spend 
their money on ice conquests rather than 
lodging, but crave expert knowledge of the 
area. We need someone who can speak the 
language – and we don't just mean 
Norwegian plus English and/or French – to 
help our unique guests get the most from 
their unique quests. Most of all, you need to 
know and love this unique place – while our 
rooms may be the cheapest in Longyearbyen, 
we want to make sure those staying here get 
the priceless experience of a lifetime.

Contact Olena Zhukova at 79 02 57 16 or 
info@gjestehuset102.no 

at the beginning of April after two-and-a-half 
years in Svalbard. While the show's content is 
closely guarded, with the media allowed only a 
few minutes of access beforehand to ask a few 
questions and take non-revealing photos, he 
said of his stand-in, Palm said he knew he'd 
somehow get a satirical standoff when organiz-
ers asked to borrow his trademark jacket.

The show's writers and performers began 
working on this year's skits and songs in Jan-
uary, but new material was added right up to 
the last minute. Local Green Party leader Espen 
Rotevatn, for instance, took a shot – so to speak 
– regarding statements a few days before the 
show about wanting meaningful action to re-
duce local alcohol consumption.

"You know when you enjoy your beer and 

say something about alcohol politics you're 
kind of asking for it," he said afterward.

One of the primary organizers of the show, 
now in its 22nd year, is Anne Lise Sandvik, 
who happens to be Rotevatn's mother-in-law 
(and their  vehement disagreements about polit-
ical stuff has quickly become local lore). She 
said the last chance to the show occurred a few 
hours before showtime.

"It was approximate around two this after-
noon," she said. "We just changed a short line. 
The former line wasn't so punchy."

And there's no guarantee folks attending 
Saturday's show will see the same performance.

"We're 11 people," Sandvik said. "We 
aren't robots."
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See REUNION, page 8

SEBASTIAN GERLAND / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

Climate changed
Stephen Hudson, left, from the Norweigian Polar Institute, Marcel Nicolaus, center, from Germany's Alfred Wegener Institute and Ruibo Lei from the 
Polar Research Institute of China test a specially developed spectral light meter under the sea ice in Kongsfjorden.

Norwegian Polar Institute reports 2015 was 'the top year' for climate research, but not for researchers 
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It was "the top year" for climate research, 
but the climate for researchers took some hits.

The Norwegian Polar Institute had one of 
its highest-profile years ever, due in large part 
to the six-month Norwegian Young Sea Ice 
Cruise that began in January of 2015, accord-
ing to the institute's annual report for the past 
year. The expedition, where the Lance research 
vessel was frozen into the ice as far as 83 de-
grees latitude north, received extensive world-
wide media coverage throughout and got addi-
tional exposure at the U.N. climate summit in 
Paris in December.

"Never before have we had such a huge 
and concerted effort to study the effects of 
melting ice on the energy flow between the at-
mosphere and ocean, effects on weather sys-
tems, regional and global climates, ecosystems 
and ice shelf dynamics," wrote NPI Director 
Jan-Gunnar Winther in his opening summary 
of the report.

"The expedition was very successful. The 
data collected will improve current climate 
models, thus providing a better understanding 
of climate change that is coming."

At the same time, the institute's rapid 
growth in recent year came to a halt due to 
budget restraints, Winther noted. The Norwe-
gian government is facing large shortfalls due 
to a collapse in oil prices.

"It has been challenging for all employees, 

especially for those who were offered voluntary 
severance packages," he wrote. "The objective 
of the process has been that the Norwegian Po-
lar Institute will be better prepared to tackle the 
future, academically as well as financially."

Union representatives told the media in 
April buyouts might be sought for about 10 per-
cent of the institute's employees, and described 
them as "shocked, confounded, frustrated and 
angry." NPI leaders refused to specify the num-

ber of buyouts offered.
The institute also achieved another major 

goal – yet with its own setback – by conducting 
the first polar bear census in the Barents Sea re-
gion in 11 years. But they were only able to 
count the bears in Norwegian territory since 
Russia failed to allow access for what was sup-
posed to be a joint census.

JON AARS / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
Jon Aars, a researcher for the Norwegian Polar Institute, examines a polar bear cub and its mother 
during a field expedition. He was among the participants in the institute's polar bear census this year.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.



Page 8 March 8, 2016
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Nearly all of Longyearbyen, left, remains in shadow at noon Sunday despite about nine hours of "official" sunlight due to the surrounding mountains. At 
right, Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen offers Communion to congregants during an outdoor Mass on Sunday on Hiorthfjellet.

SOLFESTUKA, from page 1

Reopening mines 

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

Help ensure nobody else on our staff appears here in full frontal nudity!
It costs 15 kroner to print each copy of this fishwrapper, 
which means pretty soon we're going to have to sell our 
clothes. You really don't want to see what that looks like. 

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

 “Sun, sun, come again! The sun is my best 
friend.” (The cadence flows more poetically in 
Norwegian.)

For maybe 30 or so seconds, the gods of 
darkness resisted. But they were overpowered 
by the increasingly vigorous shouts and a per-
fectly clear sliver of an dazzling ellipse peered 
over the glacial mountainside. That lit up the 
crowd even more, forcing the rest of the sun to 
spill into the sky with haste and turn the chants 
to cheers.

Freia Hutzschenreuter, 77, participating in 
her 46th “solas tilbakekomst” day, said there 
have been clear skies like today “I think twice. 
It might be three or four times, but not more 
than that.”

It’s been at least a decade since the sun was 
clearly visible during the ceremony that’s the 
highpoint of the nine-day Solfestuka festival 
that began Friday, declared by Longyearbyen 
residents in an online poll to be their favorite 
annual cultural event.

“There are lots of days that are cold, 
windy, snowy and foggy,” Hutzschenreuter 
said.

As always, local youths dominated the cer-
emony that began at 12:30 p.m. with songs, 
sing-alongs and more chants for Astrid Ander-
sen, 6, who was selected from about 85 stu-
dents as the winner of this year’s Solfestuka 
logo contest.

The ceremony takes place around the 
wooden steps of a hospital next to Svalbard 

Church that was destroyed during World War 
II. Although the first official sunrise in 
Longyearbyen was Feb. 16, the surrounding 
mountains deny sunlight to most of the town 
for a few more weeks – and the old steps are 
where the first “in-town” rays appear.

Longyearbyen had nine hours and 32 min-
utes of official daylight (plus more than four 
hours of visible twilight) even though it first 
“saw” the sun Tuesday. But the length of days 
will continue growing rapidly, with the town 
entering 24-hour visible twilight April 5 and 
beginning its’ three-and-a-half months of 24-
daylight April 19.

This year's Solfestuka began with a revue 
show Friday and Saturday nights mostly satiriz-
ing events of the past year, although tragedies 
such as the Dec. 19 avalanche that killed two 
people were handled much more tactfully (see 
story on page 5).

On Sunday about 20 people gathered for an 
outdoor Mass on a high ridge on Hiorthfjellet 
across the bay from Longyearbyen. Svalbard 
Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen, in his 
liturgy, said that while Longyearbyen residents 
go all-out to celebrate the return of sunlight 
"we do not worship the sun."

"The sun is not our religion," he said. We 
honor God with this festival. The light is back."

"We are in the most beauti-
ful and spectacular cathedral in 
the world," he said. "This 
cathedral is made by God. This 
huge mountain with a mighty 
sky above us."

"This gives us perspective 
into our lives," he said. "Life is 
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Trump change
Could Longyearbyen's economy 
be saved by U.S. residents 
fleeing from President Donald? 

Donald Trump 
explains why his digits 
are so big and 
powerful he doesn't 
need any other 
protection against 
polar bears in 
Svalbard (or 
something like that, 
since as the evil leftist 
media we may be 
deliberately 
misrepresenting one 
of his many double 
entendres). While 
many aspects of 
Svalbard would seem 
to make for a 
conservative's 
paradise, they seem 
to want all the liberals 
to move here to give 
our polar bears a new 
food source.

SCREENSHOT FROM CNN

GOOGLE.COM/TRENDS
Lots of U.S. residents are pondering a loonie life 
if Donald Trump wins the presidential election.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

We might see such much winning after the 
election we really do get tired of it.

Americans are pondering fleeing their 
homeland in record numbers if Donald 
Trump's hairpiece actually ends up hanging in 
the master bedroom of the White House after 
this November's presidential election. And 
while Canada is the nearest and most obvious 
possibility, word is getting out that Svalbard 
might be the easiest to emigrate to and offer a 
lifestyle that's definitely not The Donald's.

"Even the inhospitable climate in Svalbard 
will be an environment that is easier to endure 
than Trump's America," notes an article posted 
last week at Mashable (tinyurl.com/jpamuhz) 
titled "Five countries that will welcome you if 
Trump becomes president. Moreover, it is 
probably the easiest place in the world to move 
to. No residence permit or visa is necessary."

Overlooking the fact Svalbard isn't a coun-
try (unless you're a ham radio operator), the ar-
ticle does note the easy residency requirements 
come with certain drawbacks.

"Disgruntled Americans that choose to 
take up in Svalbard are not entitled to social 
services. All residents of Svalbard must be able 
to provide for themselves financially and those 
who cannot may be 'expelled or refused entry 
into Svalbard.' You should also be able to de-
fend yourself against polar bears. Other than 
that, everybody who can handle living in the 
Arctic is welcome."

The increasing ratio of foreign residents in 
Longyearbyen isn't exactly thrilling Norway's 

government. But if the town attracts the "right" 
kind of fleeing Americans who are full of en-
trepreneurial ideas, maybe they'll prove to be the 
answer to how the local economy recovers after 
the loss of a quarter of the town's 2,200 residents 
due to the near total shutdown of coal mining.

And while conservatives' "facts" are a bit 
freaky ("take a stroll through the 'no-go zone' 
when you get there"), in reality they'd likely 
find this place a paradise due to lifestyle factors 
such as:

• Gun ownership is virtually mandatory, 
since you need one outside the city limits to 
ward off polar bears. And there's no liberal 
squeamishness about guns in schools – teachers 
tote them during recess and when taking the 
kids out on field trips.

• We love tearing holes into our pristine 
environment in order to extract coal, even if we 
don't think other places should. (The shutdown 
is due to a price crash, not any that bogus gree-
nie and climate change stuff).

• Most of the population is hugely into 
hunting – even the kindergarteners have their 
own reindeer hunting quota. 

• We're fine eating non-PC foods like fresh 
whale caught in local waters. 

• Low taxes. Yes, here in Norway – and 
with a system folks like Ben Carson and Her-
man Cain would approve of. Svalbard residents 
generally pay about a 16 percent flat income 
tax (compared to 28 percent plus a 25 percent 
VAT on the mainland). Of course, that means 
we don't have lots of wasteful government pro-
grams like school lunches, welfare, hospitals 
equipped to deliver babies, substance abuse 
programs and homeless shelters.

The latter might be a thing, however, since 
available housing at the moment is rather 
scarce here. That will improve somewhat this 
summer when Store Norske finishes its massive 
downsizing, shedding all but 100 of what used 
to be a 400-person workforce a few years ago, 
freeing up apartments used as employee hous-
ing. That might be fine with Bundy standoff 
types desiring to rough it outdoors (although 
those snacks and latrine trenches are likely to 
attract polar bears), but we’re guessing they’re 
the type inclined to support The Donald.

Fortunately, it looks like those who might 
flee aren’t looking to Svalbard as their first 
choice. Mashable noted Google searches for 
"Move to Canada" set an all-time one-day 
record the day after His Royal Hairness domi-
nated the “Super Tuesday” primaries a couple 
of weeks ago. In addition, the Canadian gov-
ernment’s website was overwhelmed due to the 
number of people looking for information about 
moving there.

Other destinations suggested by Mashable 
include New Zealand (which has “developed an 
entire webpage to make leaving as easy as pos-
sible” for Americans), Ireland (“consistently 
ranked some of the friendliest people in the 
world”) and Sweden (“often lauded for its gen-
erous immigration policies).
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See anything not in that "other" 
local newspaper lately?

In case you haven't noticed lately, we're not just an "alternative" newspaper for the English-
language crowd. We're writing about subjects not found in the "official" paper and covering 
common topics from a different perspective. Plus, of course, we provide regular doses of 
weirdness as a reminder of how special this place is, even in the current dark times.

We offer it all free as a labor of love for Svalbard. But if there are any wisps of 
mutual affection, we're hoping you might make a "token" contribution in our tip 
jars when you pick up he newspaper (which costs 15 kroner just to print each 
copy) or a one-time donation of any amount at icepeople.net

And if you haven't visited 
the new icepeople.net yet, 

you're missing lots of 
rants and other online 

exclusives
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www.unis.no

Photo: Nils Pe!
er Dale

Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard

 Contact Nina at
nina.robertson@hello-halo.tv

We're all about
Life on the Edge!

 Two Arctic interlopers daring to buy 
tickets to Svalbard during March and 

April each need a sanctuary

 One from March 14 to April 22
The other from April 16-23

Author Evening with

Welcome!
Longyearbyen Public Library
Location:Time: Sunday March 6, 
8:00 p.m.
Arrangement

icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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March 4-12
Solfestuka festival. See details and 
schedule on pages 5-6 and at solfest.no.
March 8
1 p.m.: Technical Committee meeting. 
Næringsbygget 3, Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
March 10
6 p.m.: Presentation: Relocation of 
trapping station at Fredheim due to 
erosion by local cultural heritage advisor 
Hans Olav Stegarud. Svalbard Museum.
March 12-13
11 a.m.-5 p.m.: Open day at Fredheim 
trapping station hosted by The Governor 
of Svalbard, w/ presentations about 
history and recent relocation/
preservation project.
March 12
1 p.m. Outdoor Mass at Fredheim.
March 13
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "The Fifth Wave," U.S. 
sci-fi/fantasy, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Birkebeinerne," 
Norwegian biography/drama, ages 12 
and up. Kulturhuset.
March 15
1 p.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
5 p.m.: Lent fundraising campaign for 
Norwegian Church Aid by Comfirmation 
candidates and others. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Political debate by local ninth- 
and tenth-grade students, plus local 
politicians. Also features music by Sara 
Heitmann. Rabalder Cafe.
8 p.m.: Annual meeting. Svalbard 
Church.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Russia investigates torture of polar bear
● Is Antarctica gaining or losing weight?
● Russians do record 102-meter Arctic dive 
● Solving the case of a lost Bodø goldfish 

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

GREENPEACE
The Russian-flagged trawler Martha Arendsee conducts bottomfishing at about 79 degrees north 
latitude under the watchful eyes of Greenpeace members, who oppose such catches.

Fishing for answers
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's no surprise the fishing industry says 
Greenpeace is wrong about the impacts of 
trawling in the Arctic. But the business types 
also have government scientists on their side in 
the instance.

Greenpeace, in a report released last week, 
stated there has been a five-fold increase in the 
amount of cod caught in the Barents Sea near 
Svalbard since 2001 and called on the Norwe-
gian government to make the area off-limits to 
trawling. But it doesn't appear their campaign is 
going to get very far.

"Norwegian trawler fleets have played an 
active role in identifying valuable deposits of 
benthic habitats in areas that fall within the ju-
risdiction of Norwegian fisheries, and the in-
dustry has been an active contributor in estab-
lishing protections for these habitats through 
area closures and fishing restrictions in these 
new areas," said Jan Ivar Marak, resources di-
rector of the Norwegian Fishing Vessel Owners 
Association, in an interview with Undercurrent 
News.

The Institute of Marine Research (IMR) in 
Norway – which provides scientific advice to 
the Norwegian government on fisheries and 
aquaculture issues – also disagrees with Green-
peace assessment of the negative impacts, ac-
cording to the news site.

"Greenpeace has proposed 
for closure includes traditional 
Norwegian fishing waters, 
fished by shrimp trawlers for 
decades. We believe that the 
Greenpeace proposal to close 
these areas is not evidence-
based."

Greenpeace's request to halt 
Arctic trawling not getting the 
response hoped for from Norway


