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Weather summary
Mostly cloudy, w/ occasional snow 
and strong winds,and temperatures 
generally between -5C and -10C.

Full forecast page 3
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A band from Barentsburg, left, performs a pop mini-set during the vorspiel preview concert by various Svalbard musicians at Kulturhuset during the 
opening night of Polarjazz. At right, Håkon Skog Erlandsen of Tromsø plays tenor sax with SvaJazz, a local jazz quintet, Saturday afternoon at Kroa.

Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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Gov't now seeking 749M to suspend most of Store Norske's mining, up from original 285M request
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The price of keeping Store Norske barely 
alive keeps increasing, with the government 
now asking Parliament for 749 million kroner 

during the next four years to support operations 
at Mine 7 and maintenance of two larger mines 
in the hope coal prices recover.

The funding is far more than the 285 mil-
lion kroner Store Norske’s board of directors 

asked for last fall when they voted to suspend 
operations at the Svea and Lunckefjell mines, 
and double the work shifts at Mine 7.

Furthermore, it will cost one billion kroner 

More for less

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Which is worse: being a local who's total-

ly owned by an intruder during an on-stage 
jam or being an intruder who's drowned out by 
the locals?

Both…neither…actually, it's not really an 
answerable question given the nature of the 
world's northernmost jazz festival.

The notable lack of jazz at a festival sup-
posedly featuring the genre is hardly unique 

here, but over the years Polarjazz has become 
as much a social gathering as a musical one. 
Longyearbyen residents found themselves ex-
tra expressive at this year's five-day festival 
that ended Sunday, although at times that 
wasn't necessarily a good thing.

The verbosity of local bands got a huge 

Visitors inspire locals to be extra 
expressive – on stage and off – 
during this year's Polarjazz fest
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

You might think you're freezing your ass 
off, but in reality you'll be getting a reminder of 
just how close we are to potentially becoming 
Death Valley (the actual desert, not our frozen 
plain that seems to be free of acorns). If none of 
that makes sense, then you're all set to attend 
Svalbard's version of a drive-in movie as 
"Ice Age: Continental Drift," a 2012 animat-
ed comedy/adventure starring creatures 
such as mammoths and kangaroos, is screen-
ing on the snowfield across from Huset at 5 
p.m. Tuesday. Alas, those of you of sufficient 
age hoping the flick offers an opportunity to 
make out in your vehicle with whomever you 
seduced on Valentine's Day might find things a 
bit awkward since "drive-in" up here means 
snowmobiles, kicksleds, toboggans and skis. 
On the other hand, you might not need too 
much warming up: the weather forecast as of 
our deadline was for cloudy skies, light winds 
and temps of about -5C … In other local battles 
of the animals, it seems something fishy is up 
with our birds. At least that's the report from 
the Unquestionably Reliable ammoland.com 
("the web’s leading Shooting Sports News Ser-
vice  for the Ammunition, Firearms, Shooting, 
Hunting and Conservation communities"), 
which published an article this week titled 
"Audubon Goes Over the Climate Alarmist 

Edge" (tinyurl.com/jjm4s9g). Among the things 
the birdbrains are worrying about in a special 
"Arctic on the Edge" issue of their magazine 
(tinyurl.com/jjof7an) are our  Black-legged Kit-
tiwakes and how "warming in the Barents Sea 
attracts herring which feed on Kittiwake prey." 
Of course, as the ammosexuals remind us, 
it's occasionally been warmer than normal in 
Svalbard before and we're all still here, so 
there's nothing to worry about. Or something 
like that … Finally, much as we love the polar 
night, it's coming to an end as of next Tues-
day in the usual freaky fashion. Meaning 
Longyearbyen will gain an average of an hour 
of sunlight during the first three days and we'll 
have more than seven hours of daylight by the 
end of the month – but most of us won't actual-
ly see the sun until March 8 or so thanks to the 
surrounding mountains.

Read more: http://www.ammoland.com/2016/02/audubon-goes-over-the-
edge/#ixzz402bqEHSK

Under Creative Commons License: Attribution
Follow us: @Ammoland on Twitter | Ammoland on Facebook

sun returns

Trip advisor guy
tinyurl.com/jf6brlz
A Sheffield man who has travelled to more than 50 countries clocking up 

more than 1,000 holiday reviews online has won an award for his efforts.
Now the 58-year-old has been named UK Review Contributor of the Year 

by Tripadvisor – despite only using the website regularly for a year.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

'On some inscrutable pilgrimage'

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE

20TH CENTURY FOX
"I said this seat is taken." Yup, he's still pissed 
about that 37 percent Rotten Tomatoes rating.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Visitors at Kunsthall Svalbard watch a small group of people in waist-deep snow trying to drag a 
woman feet-first up a hillside in the video art exhibit "Ahead" by Lofoten artist A. K. Dolven. The 2008 
exhibit debuted locally Saturday at the art hall inside Svalbard Museum and will be on display until 
May. A full description of the 19-minute dual-screen project is at tinyurl.com/j2fzw8n

Permaculture Design Course in the Arctic

Taught by Jan Martin Bang at Gjestehuset 
102, with an emphasis on polar conditions.

www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

June 12-24
Increase your knowledge and earn a certificate in Permaculture. 

Limited to 20 participants. Registration 
and course details at our website.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. SE winds to 43 km/h. 
High -8C (-15C wind chill), low 
-11C (-69C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Cloudy. SE winds to 35 km/h. 
High -10C (-16C wind chill), 
low -11C (-17C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 56 
km/h. High -4C (-8C wind 
chill), low -10C (-18C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -4C (-7C), -8C (-14C), light 0:00h; Monday, snow, -8C (-15C), -13C (-18C), light 0:00h; 
Tuesday, snow, -4C, (-10C), -13C (-19C), light 1:20h; Wednesday, cloudy, -1C (-7C), -4C (-10C), light 2:19h

Data provided by Storm.not

Friday
Cloudy. SE winds to 52 km/h. 
High -9C (-17C wind chill), low 
-11C (-17C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Demolition of homes buried 
by avalanche at midpoint 

Workers have demolished six of the 11 
homes damaged beyond repair by the Dec. 19 
avalanche as of this week, according to LNS 
Spitsbergen. The company is consulting with 
residents before each demolition, allowing 
them to remove salvageable possessions. The 
workers are then removing the windows and 
hazardous objects from the homes, and drying 
out the wood and crushing it before bringing it 
to Hotellneset where it is being temporarily 
stored under netting. The demolition of all of 
the homes, which started at the beginning of 
the month, is expected to take about three 
weeks. There are also various items and debris 
in the snowpack above the homes, but LNSS 
Administrative Director Frank Jakobsen said 
the company is still deciding if it clear the 
area with machinery or wait until the snow 
melts. The area is closed until the snow van-
ishes due to potential hazards.

Police: Snowmobiler hurt in 
Barentsburg crash while DUI

A man in his 30s was hospitalized Sunday 
after crashing his snowmobile into a metal 
post in Barentsburg while intoxicated, accord-
ing to The Governor of Svalbard. Te man, a 
foreigner making an overnight trip to Barents-
burg, received initial treatment at the hospital 
in the Russian settlement before being trans-
ferred to Longyearbyen Hospital. The gover-
nor's office is now investing the case as a 
criminal matter. It is the second case this year 
involving an intoxicated snowmobile driver.

High-profile prosecutor to be 
new lieutenant governor 

Berit Sagfossen, 57, chief prosecutor for 
Oslo's public prosecutor office, has been ap-
pointed deputy governor of Svalbard as of 
April 1, the governor's office announced Fri-
day. She obtained her law degree in 1987, and 
has worked as a superintendent and district at-
torney. She was the prosecutor in the trial of 
three Neo-Nazi men convicted of charges re-
lated to the 2001 murder of Benjamin Her-
mansen, a Norwegian-born Ghanaian youth 
stabbed to death in Oslo. Sagfossen will re-
place Jens Olav Sæther.

Soldiers with Russian's recently-formed Arctic Brigade, above, participate in a training exercise in -30C 
cold as the part of an effort to establish permanent military facilities throughout the Arctic. 

Breinosa, a Norwegian 
Arctic outpost, is seen from 
the Zeppelin Observatory 
operated by the Norwegian 
P o l a r I n s t i t u t e a n d 
Norwegian Institute for Air 
Research in Svalbard, Oct. 
17, 2015. Russia has 
submitted an application to 
the United Nations to 
extend its claim to the Arctic 
shelf. 

Svalbard remains a rich target 
for Russian and other foreign 
spies, annual threat report states 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

We should still be afraid. Very afraid.
Svalbard continues to be a ripe target for 

evil people from other countries who are 
greedy and likely to do mean things to get what 
they want, according to Norway's national 
threat assessment report for this year (available 
at tinyurl.com/hwwc9pm). As in recent years, 
Russia is singled out as the biggest threat, with 
concerns about espionage by China also ex-
pressed. 

"The High North, including Svalbard, is an 
important region for Norway and Norwegian 
policy," the report by the Norwegian Police Se-
curity Service states. "Other countries also have 
interests and ambitions in the north, and make 
active efforts to strengthen their political influ-
ence and secure their current and future busi-
ness interests."

The prospect of profiting from activities 
such as oil exploration and commercial ship-
ping in the Arctic has numerous countries mak-
ing "active use of their security and intelligence 
services to further these ambitions," according 
to the report. Intelligence activity is often 
mixed with above-board activities such as re-
search projects, political activity and "coopera-
tion forums."

Experts and visiting delegations from the 
business or the public sector are often tasked by 

their respective countries’ security and intelli-
gence services with collecting information, and 
efforts are made to recruit individuals with 
Western backgrounds," the report states. "Intel-
ligence activity in the High North is a threat to 
Norwegian interests since it attempts to weaken 
the Norwegian government’s political freedom 
of action and damage our commercial and natu-
ral resource-related interests."

Several countries are likely to continue 
monitoring Norway's oil and gas exploration 
activities, in part to obtain information about 
the technology and infrastrucutre used. 

Russia is also likely to constantly monitor 
Norway's military activities in the far north 
since Russia itself is aggressively deploying 
troops throughout its Arctic regions. 

"This includes extensive use of operations 
to spread information and propaganda and in-
fluence opinion in other countries, with a view 
to weakening confidence in the authorities of 
the target state or sowing division between pop-
ulation groups or regions," the report states. 
"Such methods are used particularly in periods 
of security policy tension, and Norway should 
be prepared for this eventuality."

Much of Russia's recent Arctic military ac-
tivity is aimed at "extended independent opera-
tions far away from friendly bases on the many 
islands and archipelagoes of the Arctic theater of 
operation, such as Novaya Zemlya, Franz Josef 
Land, and Spitsbergen," according to a docu-
mentary by Southfront, described as public ana-
lytical organization (at tinyurl.com/h2dbhg9).

,” the Norwegian Police Security Service writes 
in its annual national threat assesment.

While the Naval Infantry’s main mission is am-
phibious assault against a defended enemy 
coastline, the 80th Brigade is equipped and trained 
not for forced entry, but for extended independent 
operations far away from friendly bases on the 
many islands and archipelagoes of the Arctic theater 
of operation, such as Novaya Zemlya, Franz Josef 
Land, and Spitsbergen, and relying mainly on air 
and sea resupply. It could play both a defensive 
role, protecting key Russian military infrastructure 
such as airfields and early warning radar stations 
against NATO special operations raids, and an of-
fensive one by pre-empting NATO landings on any 
contested land areas of the Arctic.

Russia has submitted a revised claim to the 
United Nations (UN) to extend its share of the Arc-
tic Ocean seabed, more than a decade after the re-
jection of its first bid.

“Russia has presented its application to extend 
its territory on the Arctic continental shelf and it 
was registered. The work we have done to gather 
material is extensive,” said Russian Minister for 
Natural Resources and the Environment Sergey 
Donskoy on Thursday.

Russia had previously submitted its claim to the 
arctic territory to the UN in 2001; however, it was 
turned down due to reported insufficient scientific 
evidence.

SOUTHFRONT.ORG
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

TROND VIKEN / MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Reopening mines will cost 1B
Soot from Store Norske's coal pier will all but vanish by this summer as the company prepares to suspend operations at its two larger mines due to a 
lingering crash in coal prices. The government is seeking 749 million kroner to allow the company to maintain the mines for up to four years.

THOR BJØRN ARLOV

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

icepeople
is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.

SUSPEND, from page 1
to resume operations at the larger mines, ac-
cording to proposal by the Norwegian Minister 
of Trade, Industry and Fisheries. If the mines 
don't reopen, Store Norske will lose virtually its 
entire two-billion-kroner investment in Luncke-
fjell.

Store Norske would get 112 million kroner 
this year and 144 million a year during the fol-
lowing three years, plus a loan of 205 million 
kroner, Minister of Trade and Industry Monica 
Mæland said in a prepared statement Friday.

“It is important to maintain activity and a 
settlement in Svalbard,” she said in a prepared 
statement.

The ministry, after what many local politi-
cal and business leaders said was a too-long 
evaluation process, recommended in December 
what appeared in a press release to be a 400-

million-kroner assistance package during the 
next three years. But legislation drafted at that 
time – not cited by the ministry, and over-
looked by the media and local leaders – re-
quested the higher-cost, four-year plan an-
nounced Friday.

Mæland, in her statement Friday, did not 
directly address why the ministry is asking Par-
liament to a much larger amont of funding over 
a longer timespan than Store Norske sought.

“The Svalbard community is in a difficult 
situation,” she said. “It is good that we have 
found a solution that doubles the number of 
jobs at Mine 7. Unfortunately, there is not a 
market base for operations at Svea and Luncke-
fjell. Pausing operations is important to give the 
community time to build up new industries. 
Meanwhile, we maintain the ability to start up 
again if the market picks up.”

The announcement comes a day after Nor-
way’s oil wealth fund announced it has sold its 
holdings in 73 companies during in the past 
year due to social or environmental policies 
that could hurt profitability, according to The 
Guardian. While the companies were not 
named, officials confirmed most were coal or 
energy companies using coal, plus mining, ce-
ment and heavy construction companies.

“We expect companies to communicate the 
impact of their activities on the environment 
and the factors that could affect their long-term 
profitability,” said Yngve Slyngstad, head of 
the fund, in a prepared statement.

Store Norske has been in a crisis since the 
latter half of 2014 due to a sharp drop in coal 
prices. Parliament approved a 500-million-kro-
ner bailout package, split between a loan and 
the purchase of all of Store Norske’s property, 
last May as the company teetered on the brink 
of bankruptcy.

The government, which already owned 99 
percent of the company, also acquired all of the 
remaining private shares. In the formal legisla-
tion submitted by the ministry to Parliament for 
the new bailout package, the government’s 
ownership status and interest in Svalbard as a 
strategic asset was emphasized.

“After an overall assessment, the objective 
of maintaining and developing the community 
in Longyearbyen in a way that supports the 
overall objectives of Norway’s policy objec-
tives for Svalbard weighs heavily,” the legisla-
tion states.

While Norway is hardly likely to lose 
sovereignty over Svalbard no matter how bad 
the economic crisis in Longyearbyen gets, the 
sense of a strong presence – even if unprof-
itable – is shared by other countries with a 
foothold here – or who would like one. The 
Russian settlement of Barentsburg, for 
example, 60 kilometers from Longyearbyen, 
has taken extensive pains to keep its coal mine 
operating despite numerous setbacks.

 – including several deaths in recent years and a fire that closed the mine for 
two years – and experts say work there is being stretched out as long as possible 
to justify the settlement’s existence.

The government also recommended last November that 50 million kroner 
to promote local business development be awarded to Longyearbyen’s munici-
pal government and Innovation Norway. In January, Norway’s Marine Re-
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EXCAVATE from page 1

Longtime manager departs one 
hotel after upgrade to oversee 
expansion of upstart competitor

Alex Winge, service manager at Svalbard Hotell, stacks wood into a bin near the fireplace in the new wing that will become the hotel’s main building.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

A bowhead whale spotted recently in the Barents 
Sea is, like most of the whale species in the area, 
on Norway's red list of threatened animals.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The other one has a hot tub. This one has 
what could certainly be referred to as a hot seat 
– and it’s even more intimate and personal.

A custom-designed leather sofa under a set 
of skylights graces the Polar Bear Suite on the 
top floor of the new wing of the Svalbard 
Hotell (yes, with a double “l”), one of numer-
ous unique furnishings in the expansion that 
adds 31 rooms, a dining area, fireplace and bar 
to the original 17-room building.

“The leather is the same as they use in a 
Ferrari,” said Stein-Ove Johannessen, the hotel’s 
manager.

Other custom touches – mostly from Nor-
wegian designers, but also from other parts of 
Scandinavia – range from the chairs in the 
lounge to the somewhat oddly shaped coffee 
cups that lack handles.

An official opening reception for the hotel 
with coffee and cake is scheduled from noon to 
3 p.m. Sunday.

The new 45-million-kroner building on the 
opposite side of Longyearbyen’s main pedestri-
an walkway from the original building that 
opened in 2011 comes about a month after a 
major upgrade was completed at the Radisson 
Blu Polar Hotel. Johannessen – who worked for 
14 years at that hotel, primarily as its food and 
beverage manager – departed just as the up-

grade was finished to oversee the completion of 
the relatively new competitor.

While the Radisson has the advantage of 
brand-name recognition and is more likely to 
be perceived as upscale, Svalbard Hotell 
(whose guests during its first months included 
Prince Harry before his North Pole expedition 
with a group of wounded veterans) has its own 
advantages, Johannessen said.

“I think our best thing is the location, even 
if everything is a short distance in Longyear-
byen,” he said. “People want to be where ev-
erything is in the center of town.”

Being a smaller hotel should also allow the 

hotel to provide more personalized service, Jo-
hannessen said. And while Svalbard Hotell 
lacks the Radisson’s near-waterfront views of 
the fjords, extra efforts were made to take ad-
vantage of the natural highlights available to 
the upstart.

The lone 40-square-meter Polar Bear Suite, 
for example, was designed to look over the two 
large glaciers at the south end of town and win-
dow placement was done with Northern Lights 
viewing in mind. It also, of course, features 
conspicuous artwork of its namesake predator.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Svalabard Hotell Manager Stein-Ove Johannessen shows off the not-quite-completed Polar Bear Suite 
on the top floor of the hotel's new wing. Workers are racing to complete the expansion by Friday.
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The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Susanne Sundfør, left, performs a pop/electro concert Saturday at Kulturhuset. At right, Sondre Lerche performs Friday at the Longyearbyen Youth Club.

boost from tenor saxophonist Håkon Skog Er-
landsen of Tromsø, although his schooling in-
cluded a deliberate shaming of the Longyear-
byen Big Band as its temporary leader that was 
accepted in good humor by the players and pa-
trons (aside from any unspoken chagrin about 
solos that didn't match up).

"That's what it's all about," he said after-
ward. "Learning to improvise, getting the 
sheets off the stands."

Defining the purpose of Polarjazz
Less amusing for many was the amount of 

chatter among the crowd during featured con-
certs – most notably Norwegian folk singer In-
gebjørg Bratland, who at one point asked a Fri-
day night crowd of about 600 people to pipe 
down if they wanted her to play. The request 
touched off a fierce debate, largely on social 
media, about what kind of festival Polarjazz, 
now in its 19th year, is supposed to be.

"I cannot believe people have to buy con-
cert tickets to enjoy themselves and talk as 
much as they please," wrote Anne Lise 
Sandvik, a longtime community activist who 
initiated the debate on a Longyearbyen commu-
nity Facebook page. "That's bad manners to-
ward the artists and bad manners for those who 
actually paid to be at the concert – and who 

take their chatter to somewhere else 
appropriate."

Socializing gets nearly equal time with mu-
sic during the three main nights of the festival, 
with two or three concerts of an hour or slightly 
more each night interspaced with breaks almost 
as long. Some of the Facebook respondents ar-
gued the festival is at heart a large social gath-
ering and the music is diverse enough people 
may end up paying various amounts of atten-
tion to it depending on their interests  – and in 
any event complaining about others talking is a 
classic first-world problem.

"That people are talking to each other just 
means that people enjoying themselves and 
having fun," wrote Thomas Nilsen, a local jani-
tor who's worked as a photographer and jour-
nalist. "Be rather grateful for the creation of a 
joint meeting point where everyone can meet 
and have fun. And it seems that if there is so 
much noise you can well stay home to listen to 
artists through their works."

Lasse Hansen, the festival's longtime direc-
tor, said a middle ground exists, agreeing it's 
odd to pay lots of money to chat rather than lis-
ten and it's disrespectful to be a distraction dur-
ing concerts with more subtle music. But he 
also noted conversation was much more notice-
able in certain portions of Kulturhuset, the 
venue for the main shows, such as the second-
floor balcony where the stage sound system 
didn't reach as effectively.

In addition, shifting the main venue last 
year to Kulturhuset – which has space for about 
600 people and better acoustics compared to 
the 400-person dining/gathering room at the 
Radisson Blu Polar Hotel used in prior years – 
means while there are more people, there's also 
the cafe in the lobby people can gather in to chat 
while still being able to hear what's on stage.

A different character every day
But trying to define Polarjazz with a singu-

lar purpose is probably inherently flawed be-
cause every night of the festival features unique 
characteristics that have become a tradition 
over the years.

The festival debuted in 1998 and has since 
taken place every year in late January or early 
February, just as a few hours of bright twilight 
are returning to Longyearbyen after the polar 
night (enabling visiting musicians and listeners 
to sightsee on snowmobiles, dogsleds and skis 
between gigs if they can brave the elements). 
The original intent was to focus primarily on 
jazz but, as so many other festivals with that 
four-letter word in their titles, was forced to 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Utsi Ziming engages in a drum solo during a 
concert Thursday night at Polarjazz.

HILDE HOLTET
Sondre Lerche performs the first-ever Polarjazz 
concert in Ny-Ålesund on Saturday.

CHATTER, from page 1

See CHATTER, page 7
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shift to more popular rock, blues, folk and other 
acts to lure enough listeners to be financially 
viable.

The festival opens on a Wednesday with 
the vorspiel (English translation: "foreplay"), 
featuring two or three hours of one- or two-
song mini-sets by local musicians at whatever 
the main venue happens to be. Aside from the 
headliner shows on Friday and Saturday night, 
it's the most heavily attended event of the festi-
val and almost certainly the one that indis-
putably is both about listening and socializing.

This year's "variety show" held true to 
form, including featuring some of the "purist" 
jazz of the festival from the local big band and 
the year-old quintet SvalJazz, both of whom 
performed full concerts during the festival's 
subsequent days.

Among the most popular and lively bands 
was a popish group from the Russian communi-
ty of Barentsburg that traveled 60 kilometers by 
snowmobile for the gig – and had a maniacal 
amount of stage presence energy despite (or be-
cause of) the long and bitterly cold trip.

Of course, the usual assortment of instru-
mental and vocal performances by local stu-
dents – some more talented than one might ex-
pect in an tiny isolated Arctic wasteland com-
munity, thanks in part to having a highly suc-
cessful commercial pianist/singer as one of 
their music teachers – got some of the loudest 
applause (full disclosure: the writer of this dia-
tribe dared to judge the local teens by his global 
standards at his first Polarjazz eight years ago 
when he was working for a jazz magazine/web-

site and hasn't lived it down since).
But it was two moments – one comic (in 

retrospect, at least), one tragically painful – 
where the music was an afterthought at best 
that most captivated the audience.

The comic moment came when Hanssen, 
fulfilling his role as MC, got up to introduce an 
act, took an errant step and suddenly vanished 
from view with loud crash. He reappeared 
maybe 30 seconds later after the expected del-
uge of people tried to reach the stage to assist/
gawk, sporting a hugely pronounced limp he 
would walk with the rest of the festival thanks 
to a sprained knee ligament. Despite the pain, 
he fulfilled his hosting duties, as well as his 
role as the drummer for SvalJazz and the local 
big band.

"I do not think it was for the good of the 
knee," he told Svalbardposten after the festival.

The painful moment came at the end as the 
local bluegrass band Blåmyra took the stage for 
a short set in remembrance of Atle Husby – a 
multi-instrumentalist who played mandolin for 
the group who was killed in the massive Dec. 
19 avalanche that also killed a two-year-old girl 
and destroyed 11 homes.

Purist thrill
For whatever reason, Thursday now seems 

to be the main night mostly likely to feature 
"real" jazz – and be the least attended. The duo 
of guitarist Ulf Wakenius and bassist Per 
Mathisen, both acclaimed Norwegian jazz mu-
sicians, was billed by Hanssen as a "who-
knows" gig likely to feature as much funk as 
jazz. But what listeners got was unquestionably 

the best gig of the festival if they were among 
the musical one-percenters into the genre.

The only real flaw was a harsh and overly 
dense soundboard mix (not uncommon if bands 
use their own people after flying up the same 
day, which tends to distort one's hearing). Wak-
enius, the legend with the most longevity, 
showed more than competent flair vamping 
styles from Wes Montgomery to early Pat 
Metheny (kinda necessary when playing hits of 
the latter like "Bright Size Life"), while mixing 
in plenty of his own snippets in phrases running 
the gauntlet from swing to rock. But it was the 
non-featured performer, drummer Utsi Ziming, 
who said he joined the two more famous musi-
cians a year ago, who clearly was the most 
emotive and seemed to be having the most fun 
on the stage.

The evening's second – and much more at-
tended show – was by Sondre Lerche, a hugely 
popular Norwegian rock singer/instrumentalist 
whose best work during the festival, perhaps 
not surprisingly, came during smaller and more 
intimate shows before a few dozen people af-
terward at the Longyearbyen Youth Club on 
Friday and in a community room in the interna-
tional research community of Ny-Ålesund 
about 110 kilometers northwest of Longyear-
byen on Saturday.

"This has been an ongoing thing within the 
band, really since we started playing together 
five years ago," Lerche told Svalbardposten. 
"Especially my drummer is pushing for a lot of 
things and one of the things he has wanted was 
to go to Svalbard. So they have had a campaign 

CHATTER, from page 6

See CHATTER, page 8

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
Numa Edema, left, performs a rock/folk concert Saturday evening at Gruvelageret after agreeing to appear as a last-minute replacement when the lead 
singer of another band became ill. At right, Håkon Skog Erlandsen conducts the Longyearbyen Big Band during a performance Sunday at Svalbard Church.

Help ensure nobody else on our staff appears here in full frontal nudity!
It costs 10 kroner to print each copy of this fishwrapper, 
which means pretty soon we're going to have to sell our 
clothes. You really don't want to see what that looks like. 
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Feb. 9
7 p.m.: Longyearbyen Community 
Council meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
8 p.m.: Svalbard Seminar, about the 
plane crash at Operafjellet that killed 
141 people 20 years ago. UNIS.
Feb. 10
7 p.m. Community meeting to discuss 
local and regional avalanche warning 
system. Kulturhuset.
Feb. 13
Noon: Movie: "Mannen Fra Snåsa," 
Norwegian documentary, all ages. 
Kulturhuset. 
Feb. 14
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Gråtass: Gøy På 
Landet," Norwegian children's film, all 
ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "How to Be Single," U.S. 
romance/comedy, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Feb. 15
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Feb. 16
1 p.m.: Technical Committee meeting.  
Næringsbygget 3, Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Feb. 21
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Reverant," U.S. 
drama/adventure, ages 15 and up. 
Kulthurhuset.
Feb. 22
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Feb. 23
1 p.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3, 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Climate change makes flights 'longer'
● Arctic sea ice has a record-low January
● China, Russia join for Arctic expedition  
● Trees cause global warming…seriously

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

CHATTER, from page 7

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

COURTESY OF BLÅMYRA
Longyearbyen bluegrass band Blåmyra performs a short set in remembrance of Atle Husby, a band 
member killed in the Dec. 19 avalanche, at the end of the vorspiel show at Kulturhuset.

and asked me, 'is it this year, will it be this 
year,' but it had to fit with the bookings and my 
own schedule. Now we have half a year free 
and thought that we will take a little break from 
the break."

Friday night – featuring Lerche's gig that 
engaged the local teens perhaps even more than 
the previous night's crowd, plus the instantly 
infamous folk concert by Bratland – didn't reg-
ister to your average jazz fan (or at least the ed-
itor of this fishwrapper, who's been covering 
that music scene globally for kind of a while 
now). That said, Bratland possesses a seriously 
emotive talent for her craft, which may explain 
her discouragement when folks clutching beer 
cups decided they had other things higher on 
their social agenda.

The second act, the nearly 40-year-old pop 
band D'Sound – whose bass beat volume is ex-
actly what you'd expect – probably was just 
fine for what they delivered, but our "what's 
Top 40?" editor is in no position to judge.

Meeting the meat
Saturday is the ultimate day when Polar-

jazz gets real, whatever that reality may be. It 
debuted this year with a children's concert at 
noon by the satirical folk band Lyriaka in Kul-
turhuset's cafe – always a safe place to let rest-
less tots go wild – with an opening song whose 
chorus (in Norwegian) sounded remarkable like 
"made a fart." We, of course, will assume that 
was purely coincidental. But what really scored 
was several numbers where they performed 
songs with lyrics written by local young'uns at 
a workshop only a day or two before.

"We tell them about experiences in our 
lives that were sometimes hard and their words 
come from that," said Øyvind Gravdal, a saxo-
phonist/singer who's the group's co-founder, 
noting they have done numerous similar 
projects with schools throughout Norway and 
an album of the best compositions is scheduled 
for release within a few months.

Friday night, fe
Which is worse: being a local who's totally 

owned by an intruder during a jam on stage, or ??.
Both…neither…actually, it's not really an an-

swerable question at this particular festival.
Longyearbyen residents found themselves extra 

expressive at this year's Polarjazz, although not en-
tirely in ways appreciated by all. The on-stage ver-
bosity of local bands got a huge boost from tenor 
saxophonist Håkon Skog Erlandsen of Tromsø, who 
spent his ??? days in Svalbard – and sometimes dur-
ing – concerts.

polarjazz notes thursday
first band-opens with definitely jazz-funk, but 

the mix is terribly harsh and dense.
guitarist after the opening two vamps, mont-

gomery-like tone, but styles range from 60s cool to 
tease into rock briefly; series of acensts and descents, 
rather than one long building statement; five+ min-
utes; not specs on bass and drums, but both of equal 
talent, not a lot of interplay

basically the whole gig is like tat; drummer, in-
terestnly is the guy who looks like he's having the 
most fun on stage (been playing with the duo for a 
year);

interplay much better on a number of songs,

metheny "Bright Size Life"-guitarists no trouble 
matching his toe and playing style, 

Im from new jesery so this is a big deal for me. 
they don't have polar bears in new jersey (rocker, ob-
biously joking)

song where solo, light acoutic "my hands are 
shakin from carrying this torch..." gets audience 
clapping and singing along with a lot of (female" 
shout outs

Anne Lise deate
Thomas Nilsen
"That people are talking to each other just means 


