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Have you seen this child? We took a 
couple hundred holiday photos. One 
featuring yours might even be in focus.
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Weather summary
Cloudy and chilly through Saturday; 
warming to above freezing with 
occasional rain/snow next week.

Full forecast page 3
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Human error? Lack of action on decades 
of avalanche warnings spurs investigation
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Birgit Lockertsen, at top, a visiting priest from Tromsø, lights a candle during a memorial service Jan. 
9 at Svalbard Church for Nikoline Røkenes, 2, lower right, who was killed in the Dec. 19 avalanche. 
The service came a day after a funeral in Ås for Atle Husby, 42, lower left, who was also killed.

Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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Record year for 
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Svalbard
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Fish 
is our 
fate

See FAREWELLS, page 8
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Final farewells
Hundreds attend Nikoline Røkenes memorial, Atle Husby funeral

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

For the first time since the coal mining 
crisis hit Longyearbyen with full force more 
than a year ago, it's a good thing a lot of folks 
are in a crabby mood.

They're also raising a stink about fish – 
again in a good way – as Norway's Marine Re-
sources Act was amended earlier this month to 
give Svalbard the same commercial fishing 
and processing regulations as the mainland. 
While that's unlikely to replace all of the hun-
dreds of lost coal-related jobs, it's potentially a 
key part of the city's post-mining future.

"It is important for Svalbard community 
to develop its industrial base," Minister of 
Fisheries Per Sandberg said in a prepared 
statement. "A fish processing plant will be 
able to provide many workplace opportunities 
necessary during the restructuring period."

"It is important to facilitate so that new in-
dustries on Svalbard will have the same good 
conditions as industries on the mainland, and 
we can keep control over what resources are 
being extracted."

Several companies have contacted local 
and national officials expressing interest, in-
cluding a commitment by Honningsvåg-based 
Cape Fish Group to build a crab storage and 
processing facility in Longyearbyen, accord-
ing to Svalbardposten. Bjorn-Ronald Olsen, 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

In addition to flowers, there were lots of 
balloons at the alter. And mourners in the over-
flowing church – between the tears – standing 
and following the priest in the singing and 
hand-signaling of "This Little Light of Mine."

Invoking the memories of an innocent 

childhood lost, reinforced by the muted clamor 
from a dozen of her innocently unaware and 
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Change in law, rise in popular 
seafood species means industry  
may give Svalbard life after coal



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

It's not as fun as the animated Lego horror 
show of an oil spill Greenpeace gave us back in 
2014, but there's still something entertaining 
about figuring out why that guy in the bow 
of a ship sinking in oil-drenched Arctic wa-
ters is having such a great day. The cartoon 
by Marianne Henriksen of the Norwegian Coast 
Guard is above a column from the agency titled 
"Nobody Can Survive Alone," which calls for 
cooperative efforts between Arctic nations and 
organizations in preventing and containing oil 
spills. "It does not help much to sit at the right 
end of the boat if the other is leaking," the col-
umn notes early, in the only apparent reference 
to what Mister Happy Fun Guy is up to. While 
we have no proof, it's entirely possible he's re-
lated to the person who got a stern talking to for 
skiing on Sukkertoppen a couple weeks ago, 
having apparently not seen the global headlines 
about the massive avalanche there (to say noth-
ing of the devastation itself) … Call the police 
after a car gets stolen in Longyearbyen and 
the response will likely be a shrug. So says 

Nordlys in its coverage of a car caper involv-
ing The Local Paper of Ridesharing. A car 
left for the editor in the airport parking lot 
wasn't there, resulting in an outraged inquiry 
and a lot of sleuthing on Facebook that eventu-
ally deduced tourists had mistaken it for their 
rental car. As for the shrug-off by police? "If 
someone steals a car they do not get very far,"  
said Christopher Engås, a Svalbardposten re-
porter, noting the town only has a few kilome-
ters of roads that all go to nowhere.

told Nordlys.

Tale of the Toyota

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

A typical journalist at the end of a day in Svalbard

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE
Kari Bremnes, a musician and actress who at one point was an actual journalist, poses for a 
publicity photo for "Kings Bay," a full-length political feature film featuring a modern investigation 
into the 1963 mining accident in Ny-Ålesund that killed 21 people and forced then Prime Minister  
Einar Gerhardsen to resign. "Nordlys journalist Harrieth 'Harri' Hansen is struggling to keep her 
head above water at work and in private life," a synopsis of the film notes. "Life has a way of 
getting away from her. One day she receives an anonymous package and it will be the beginning 
of an intensely stressful story." Filming for the 17-million-kroner project will take place in Svalbard,   
Tromsø and Målselv, according to Director Stig Svendsen, who conceived the idea in 2008.

 NORWEGIAN COAST GUARD
I'm king of the worldly! At least I'm going down 
in a bow-tie, you sorry slobbish suckers.

STIG SVENDSEN
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. Variable winds to 29 
km/h. High -5C (-10C wind 
chill), low -8C (-13C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 22 
km/h. High -7C (-11C wind 
chill), low -8C (-13C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Cloudy. NW winds to 39 km/h. 
High 1C (-5C wind chill), low 
-6C (-11C wind chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, rain/snow, 2C (-4C), 0C (-5C), light 0:00h; Monday, rain/snow, 1C (-2C), -4C (-8C), light 0:00h; 
Tuesday, cloudy, 0C, (-6C), -6C (-11C), light 0:00h; Wednesday,  snow, 1C (-6), -3C (-9C), light 0:00h

Data provided by Storm.not

Friday
Partly cloudy. NW winds to 22 
km/h. High -6C (-10C wind 
chill), low -8C (-14C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

(Editor's note: We're not in the habit of shilling 
for Svalbardposten here, but they published 
two exceptional articles during the past week 
about the miraculous rescue of two families 
during the Dec. 19 avalanche. Both are avail-
able in English and, while behind the paywall, 
a 24-hour daypass is 30 kroner. The following 
are excepts introducing the families' tales:

'An avalanche had buried all 
five of us in the kitchen' 

Eli Anne Ersdal, 35, and co-habitating 
couple Elke Morgner, 35, and Malte 
Jochmann, 38, suddenly found themselves 
buried in the snow. And their small children 
were gone. They were sitting in the kitchen. 
Elke nursed her little girl and Malte had risen 
to warm milk for the coffee when life was 
suddenly turned upside down. In the next sec-
ond, Ersdal and the family of four was in total 
darkness, under meters of heavy and dense 
snow. Malte was lucky to be standing on his 
feet when the avalanche hit. It may have 
saved their lives. "I was able to breathe and 
eventually realized that I was still standing 
upright. Although I had about half a meter of 
snow over me, I managed to move myself a 
little and thus gain some space eventually. 
The sight was disheartening. Dark, silent, 
cold, nobody to see and the kitchen was filled 
with snow all the way up to the ceiling on one 
side…I thought I had lost all my loved ones." 

'I thought 'Oh my God, this 
was how I was going to die' '

Jan Olav Sæter, 44, had put on the coffee, 
while Anne Kristin, 45, was preparing break-
fast. His son, Jorgen, 11, shouted good morn-
ing from the upstairs loft. He wanted scram-
bled eggs. "I had just started on the scrambled 
eggs…then I knew that there began to be a 
trembling in the floor…And then, in a fraction 
of a second, I perceived something white in 
the corner of my eye." She received a hard 
blow in the left shoulder and the kitchen was 
filled with snow. Then she was gone. She re-
gained awareness amidst broken crockery 
while jammed against the dishwasher and 
kitchen sink. Over her was a half meter of 
pack snow and a sharp edge was cutting into 
her thigh. Her right arm was in a position over 
her head, which made it possible to dig. She 
was aware that she had little time.

A 30-meter wide crater and debris scattered up to 100 meters away mark the site of a mail flight that 
crashed Jan. 8 near Tromsø. Rescuers did salvage a small amount of the cargo aboard.

'It's just torn earth'
15 bags of mail, two damaged 
'black boxes' found at site where 
mail flight to Tromsø crashed

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARJA PÅVE / SVT

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Queen Sonja, her eyes filled 
with tears after touring the 11 homes 
destroyed by the Dec. 19 avalanche, 
said the scope of the tragedy and ef-
forts by those trying to help the vic-
tims is beyond mere words.

"What makes the strongest im-
pression is to see this with my own 
eyes," she said during a brief gather-
ing with reporters after the Thursday 
afternoon tour (Jan. 7, reflecting a 
delayed presstime). "This chaos. 
One cannot fully understand it after 
only having seen pictures."

"There is much to be done and 
there will also be painful times mov-
ing ahead. But I think that with the 
unity and determination here it will 
go very well. And I think that unity 
is going to be even stronger."

Queen Sonja and Norwegian 
Minister of Justice and Public Secu-
rity Anders Anundsen are visit 
Longyearbyen Thursday and Friday 
to meet with local leaders, rescue of-

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The cause of a postal flight crash near 
Tromsø remains unknown more than 10 days 
after it occurred, as both "black boxes" were 
heavily damaged during the impact that also 
destroyed nearly all the cargo and presumably 
killed both pilots, investigators said Tuesday.

Two members of the Swedish Accident In-
vestigation Board are traveling to France this 
week to get an expert analysis of the black box-
es to determine if any information can be sal-
vaged, said Jonas Bäckstrand, deputy secretary-
general of the board, in an interview with NRK.

"Neither the Norwegian nor Swedish in-
vestigation agencies have the equipment neces-
sary to get the information from the cockpit 
voice recorder and the tachograph," he said.

The analysis is expected to take about a 
week, Bäckstrand said.

The  CRJ-200 jet operated by the Swedish 
company West Air crashed just across the 
Swedish border near Akkajaure after sending 
out a mayday signal at 12:20 a.m. Jan. 8 while 
en route from Oslo to Tromsø.

The impact created a crater 30 meters in di-
ameter, scatter debris up to 100 meters and re-

sulted in large fuel leaks that complicated sal-
vage efforts. Human remains were found Sun-
day, although they have not been confirmed as 
being either the 42-year-old pilot from Spain 
and 34-year-old co-pilot from France.

"It looks like a bomb was released," Kjell 
Arvidsson, a helicopter pilot who first spotted 
the wreckage about two-and-a-half hours after 
the accident, told Expressen. "It's a big brown 
hole in the ground. One sees no metal pieces or 
anything, it's just torn earth."

The mail and cargo was destined for Sval-
bard and other areas of northern Norway.

"There was around four-and-a-half tons of 
mail on board the aircraft, and much of this is 
probably lost, but rescuers have done an excel-
lent job and have gathered about 15 bags to be 
handed over to Norway," said John Eckhoff, a 
spokesman for Norway Post. "It will then be 
forwarded to our people who are going to  ex-
amine the contents and redistribute it to be sent 
to the recipients."

In addition to mail, fresh goods such as 
produce and milk destined for Svalbard were 
aboard the plane. New supplies were sent by 
ship the day of the crash and arrived in 
Longyearbyen the following Monday.

West Air grounded its CRJ-200 fleet fol-
lowing the crash pending the investigation of 
its cause.
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The University Centre in Svalbard is hop-
ing to double in size during the next several 
years – but if the head of The University of 
Tromsø gets her w

TROND VIKEN / MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

Turning down the thermostat 
among the simplest, most useful 
tips at conservation conference

Coal's future is past

Basecamp Spitsbergen CEO Brita Knutsen 
Dahl, right in picture at right, explains 

Longyearbyen's mining history to visitors  at 
the abandoned Mine 3, which was opened for 

guided tours last year. Above, workers from 
Svalbard's early mining days gather at Svea, 
where the first-ever guided tours will begin at 

almost the same time actual mining is brought 
to a halt due to a prolonged drop in coal prices 

that is threatening the future of Store Norske 
on its 100-year anniversary. Photos courtesy 

of Basecamp Spitsbergen.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Visiting a 100-year-old patient on his 
deathbed sounds like a tough sell in a tourist 
brochure, but it seems there's a burgeoning 
market in Svalbard for the cold-hearted.

Svea will begin the first-ever guided tours 
for recreational visitors Feb. 1, only a month or 
two before mining is scheduled to stop for at 
least three years – and possibly permanently – 

due to a collapse in coal prices.
"In Svea, guests will live as the miners do," 

a webpage devoted to the tours, operated by 
Basecamp Spitsbergen, notes. "They will eat in 
the cantina with the miners and stay in the 
small rooms in the barracks just like the work-
ers do. Here, guests can come close to this 
unique mining community and really feel how 
it is to live in the remote mining town."

There is no mention of Store Norske's cur-
rent financial crisis that is forcing it to shut 
down virtually all mining and lay off most of 
its employees. Or that many of this season's 
visitors will be watching the miners shutting 
down equipment and saying their goodbyes, 

some after working decades at the company.
Instead, prospective visitors are told "in 

Svea, being a very modern coal mine, the actual 
work is done with help of machines. Even 
though the machines are operated remotely, it is 
still dirty, dusty and demanding work, but the 
miners are handsomely paid." 

An eight-hour day trip to the mine 60 miles 
northeast of Longyearbyen costs 2,990 kroner 
per snowmobile driver/1,800 per passenger, 
with a minimum of two people per trip. A one-
and-a-half day trip costs 8,990 kroner per 
driver/5,900 per passenger, with a minimum of 
three drivers.

Offering guided tours of mines to tourists, 
a group of people seen as a critical base of 
Longyearbyen's post-coal future, began last 
year with a museum and tours inside the aban-
doned Mine 3, also provided by Basecamp. 

The Svea tours, which include both snow-
mobile and dogsled options, are part of an in-
creasing focus on winter tourism, Basecamp 
CEO Brita Knutsen Dahl told High North News.

 "Before five or six years ago we had no 
particular emphasis on winter tourism, but now 
people are trying to experience the polar night 
and polar lights. The international audience is 
looking northward and that has impacted us."

She said the growth has allowed Basecamp 
and other tourism companies to keep their oper-
ations open year-round – including during the 
traditionally slowest months of October 
through December – aided by factors such as an 
expanded number of flights, including Norwe-
gian Air a few years ago and Finnair starting 
next summer.

Local political and leaders have stated a 
doubling of tourism – along with an equal in-
crease in research and education – will likely be 
needed to offset the loss of mining.

icepeople

Opening of Svea to tourists seen 
as sign of Svalbard's rapidly 
expanding polar night activities

is now the first newspaper in Europe to be accepted as a 
full member of the Association of Alternative Newsmedia. 
That means a whole new global audience will be looking to 
Svalbard – and what it might have to offer those who visit. 
Tell them what you have with our extremely affordable print 
and website advertising, designed either by you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 for details.



Is someone at fault?
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EXCAVATE from page 1

Little action taken despite more 
than 20 years of avalanche risk 
warnings; many now asking why

COURTESY OF UNIS
A map of Longyearbyen, right, shows the avalanche risk level levels in various areas in 2011. At top left. the Mine 2B mountain in Nybyen is among 
those considered to be one of the most at risk for avalanches and landslides, according to a 2012 study. At bottom left, the "pointed houses" on Vei near 
the center of Longyearbyen were both a local landmark and among those considered most at risk of being hit by avalanches.

studies.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

JON AARS / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
A bowhead whale spotted recently in the Barents 
Sea is, like most of the whale species in the area, 
on Norway's red list of threatened animals.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The catastrophe occurred within seconds. 
But there was at least 23 years to heed warnings 
and take actions that might have prevented it.

As the immediate shock and living rear-
rangements from the Dec. 19 avalanche pass, 
local leaders and others are asking if someone 
is to blame. A series of reports since 1992 has 
highlighted settled areas of Longyearbyen that 
are at risk of avalanches – including Sukkertop-
pen, where December's deadly slide occurred.

"And now the question is posed: Why was 
there not anything done to protect the settle-
ment below Sukkertoppen from an avalanche?" 
wrote Lars Egil Mogård, a longtime NRK jour-
nalist covering Svalbard and northern Norway, 
in a commentary published Sunday. "Where 
was there failure? Who is responsible?"

Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen said city 
officials are trying to collect all of the research 
conducted about avalanche risks – although 
some of it is poorly archived – and an indepen-
dent investigation of the response to the warn-
ings will be sought.

"We do not know how the investigation is 
to take place yet, or who should perform it, but 

I am clear on one thing: We will not sit in the 
driver's seat," he told Svalbardposten. "We 
shall not examine ourselves." 

In addition, a preliminary report about the 
avalanche and its aftermath is due in about a 
week, Kjetil Brattlien, an avalanche expert at 
the NGI who has been conducting surveys in 
Longyearbyen since the disaster, told NRK this 
week. The Governor of Svalbard is also investi-
gating the incident as a police matter.

A 1992 report published by the Norwegian 
Geotechnical Institute stated the "pointed hous-
es" on Vei 230 – a local landmark until 11 of 
them were buried and destroyed by the 
avalanche – were facing significant and recur-
ring risks of snowslides.

"Debris flows and avalanches can reach the 
settlements," the report states. "Avalanches 
against houses in this area will therefore be able 
to do considerable damage."

"Recurrence intervals of avalanches danger 
of damage to buildings and those that remain 
there is estimated to be 20-30 years on average."

The report recommends several safety 
measures including building supports, safety 
nets and snow shields, none of which were im-
plemented.

A handful of locals did begin monitoring 
avalanche conditions in 1993, including Fire 
Chief Kjell Onarheim and Atle Brekken, who 
was an engineer for Svalbard Samfunnsdrift, 
which was a precursor to an official local coun-

cil before the city incorporated in 2001, accord-
ing to High North News.

"NGI made it very clear that there were go-
ing to be avalanches," Brekken told the online 
newspaper. "We knew that it happened because 
we had one or two avalanches per year – less ex-
tensive, of course – but I know that the snow has 
fallen on the 'pointed houses' again and again."

The monitoring ceased when Longyear-
byen officially incorporated, for reasons 
Brekken and current local leaders are uncertain 
of, except that the transitional period resulted in 
some routines being overlooked or set aside.

Still, Brekken and NGI officials expressed 
surprised at the extent of damage during the 
Dec. 19 avalanche, saying it exceeded all pre-
dictions. The avalanche was triggered by one of 
the worst storms in Svalbard's history, featuring 
heavy snow within hours accompanied by 
winds up to 120 kilometers an hour.

Mogård, in his commentary, noted "on 
March 10, 2008, an agreement was signed be-
tween Store Norske and the Longyearbyen 
Community Council (stating) among other 
things 'it is clear that parts of the buildings in 
Longyeardalen are located avalanche-prone ar-
eas, and require protection.'" But the two enti-
ties couldn't agree on who should foot the bill 
and "apparently little has happened in retro-
spect after the agreement," Mogård wrote.

And while current local leaders say they want an 
investigation into past studies and responses – or lack 
thereof – they may find themselves among those shar-
ing the blame for indifference.

The council sent a letter to the NGI last Septem-
ber requesting " a thematic map that will unite all ex-
isting avalanche reports, carry out new calculations 
where necessary and to account for climate change," 
according to Nordlys. But the council, acting on sub-
sequent advice from the Norwegian Water Resources 
and Energy Directorate – the NGI's parent agency – 
that available mapping provided sufficient data, aban-
doned the request about two weeks before the 
avalanche struck,

 Olsen told the newspaper that, while he was sur-
prised previous safety recommendations were not im-
plemented, an updated report in December would not 
have been in time to take measures to avoid the dam-
age inflicted by the avalanche.

Longyearbyen was scheduled to begin a trial 
avalanche monitoring program in February of this 
year, but that was accelerated and expanded into a full 
monitoring program as part of a nationwide database 
four days after the avalanche. The city, avalanche ex-
perts and other are also expected to study residential 
areas at the base of mountains, especially on the east 
side of town, to determine if they are unsafe for long-
term habitation.

 between Major Norwegian, SNSK and 
Longyearbyen local council, LL.

According to NGI's report from 1993 was mea-
suring maker deployed and SSD had acquired night 
binoculars military type for sensing measurement 
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The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

 IMPATIENT, from page 1

A shipment of live king crabs 
bound for Asia is loaded onto a 

plane at Lakselv in Finnmark. 
Cape Fish Group AS, which 

currently specializes in 
catching, storing and 

processing the large crabs as 
well as fish, has announced it 

plans to build a storage and 
processing plant in 

Longyearbyen for snow crabs. 
The company said it hopes to 

ship crabs directly from the 
archipelago to countries in east 
Asia such as China and South 

Korea, as well as sending 
processed crabs to other 

markets. The facility may also 
eventually be used for storage 

and processing of other marine 
species such as cod, which are 

increasingly found in the area 
due to warming waters.  

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Svalbard eyes fishy future
FISHERIES, from page 1 By MARK SABBATINI

Editor
It's not exactly an answer, 

but anyone still clinging to the 
hope the government will help 
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A restriction prohibiting residents from entering 114 still-habitable 
homes in an area considered a high avalanche risk has been lifted as of 8 
p.m. Tuesday, according to The Governor of Svalbard.

The decision, announced at the governor’s website and during a 
community meeting at Kulturhuset at the same time the restriction was 
lifted, comes after temperatures dropped well below freezing and precipi-
tation has ceased for what forecasters expect to be an extended duration.

“The Norwegian Geotechnical Institute’s professional avalanche as-
sessment is that there is little danger avalanches on the mountainside of 
the evacuated settlement,” a statement at the governor’s website notes.

Heavy snow and winds that triggered the avalanche were followed 
by more than a week of unseasonably high temperatures and occasionally 
heavy rain, flooding some areas and posing a risk of slush avalanches.

About 80 people still in Longyearbyen were reportedly unable to en-
ter their homes during the holidays. However, the governor’s statement 
notes a total about 200 people were living in the homes in the evacuation 
zone – although the total is uncertain. Numerous families returned to the 
city this week for resumption of the school year after spending the holi-
days on the mainland.

“It is also important to recognize that Longyearbyen is a landslide-
prone area, and that some of the dwellings are more avalanche prone 

COURTESY OF CAPE FISH GROUP AS

the company's administrative director, said 
Svalbard's colder water is the biggest advantage 
the archipelago has compared to the mainland.

"The problem with snow crabs is that it is 
difficult to store them live on the mainland with 
the temperatures we have here," he said. "Snow 
crabs require temperatures between minus one 
and minus three degrees. To keep such temper-
atures in water on the mainland you'd have to 
spend a lot of money to buy and operate plants 
that keep the water cold. In Svalbard you have 
these temperatures in the water naturally much 
of the year, making it a geographical advantage 
to have a business there."

The plant – which has no firm establish-
ment date, and is dependent on a number of 

regulatory and planning actions by local and 
national officials – should employ 60 to 70 peo-
ple, Olsen told the newspaper. 

Among the issues to be resolved are 
quotas, management of the various marine pop-
ulations as they are affected by commercial ac-
tivity and climate change, and environmental 
impacts, according to Bjørnar Kolflaath Fung, 
head of the Norwegian Coastal Fishermen's As-
sociation, in a statement following the 
ministry's announcement.

"As climate change causes new sea areas to 
open up or remain open longer around Svalbard 
there will be fish and shellfish that pull into the 
fjords to feed," he wrote. "Then you can com-
bine fishing for cod and snow crab. Cod which 
primarily has been one winter fishing can thus 

be supplemented with one summer fishing in 
Svalbard. This will provide increased access to 
fresh quality products the coastal fleet currently 
deliver, which ensures smoother delivery 
throughout the year and a stable price."

Existing snow crab vessels consume more 
fuel and produce more CO2 emissions than fish-
ing vessels, and are relatively inefficient in terms 
of catch capacity for their size, Fung wrote. 

"This has a major impact on one already 
fragile Arctic ecosystem where the goal is to 
minimize environmental impact," he stated. 
"What can increase the positive environmental 
and economic contribution further is a coastal 
fishing fleet for snow crabs around Svalbard, 
because the coastal boats have a better capacity 
for effective maneuvering when they fish for 
crabs and whitefish in narrow fjords."

There may also be economic concerns if 
companies relocate to Svalbard instead of ex-
panding here, due to the archipelago's lower tax 
rate, especially while Norway is going through 
a severe cash crunch due to a price collapse in 
oil that's the country's main revenue source. But 
Fung argues a thriving industry in Svalbard will 
have other benefits for an area Norway calls 
one of its most important strategic assets. 

"A coastal fleet which provides employ-
ment throughout the year, in turn, will strength-
en the sovereignty of the archipelago now that a 
downgrading of mining has been announced," 
he wrote. "It will obviously be challenging to 
get to Svalbard, but once one is there to fish, 
there will be equal inlet and inshore fishing 
along Norway."

But the sovereignty argument could raise 
its own issues as other countries that are 
signees of the Svalbard Treaty seek access. 
Russia in particular has been involved in nu-
merous disputes with Norway during the past 
several years about fishing rights, and accusa-
tions of frequent catch and disposal violations 
by Russian trawlers. that  violations 
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How to "pay" 
where 
Icepeople is 
available.

How to "pay" 
electronically at 

icepeople.net 

When so many have lost so 
much, it's so little to offer…

…but it's all we have, so Icepeople is indefinitely dedicating this space to those who have 
an urgent need/item, service or other help, and/or messages to/from people here and 
elsewhere related to the tragedy the community is going through. The reaction by 
individuals to those in need has been truly touching (as noted online, a desperately needed 
plea by our editor for a phone prompted numerous quick responses) and we hope others 
might find relief from their dire needs through similar acts of generosity. Send them to 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com or call 4151 4638.

And while we hate to bring it up at a tragic time like this, providing ongoing 
coverage of the situation comes at a cost beyond merely our lack of sleep. This 
week's newspaper, for example, costs 20 kroner just to print each copy, which 
we're continuing to provide free to all because we believe in the worthiness of 
sharing valuable information about this place with local residents and the world. 
But we can't keep doing this with only good intentions for long – if you find what 
we're doing valuable we hope you'll drop a donation in our coinboxes when you 
pick up the newspaper or make a contribution at our website (we'll do our best 
to detail exactly how we'll use your hard-earned money if we know who you are).
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Jan. 19
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Presentation: "The Arctic After 
Paris," hosted by UNIS President Ole 
Arve Misund. UNIS.
Jan. 20
6 p.m.: Movie: "In the Heart of the Sea," 
U.S. action/drama, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset. 
Jan. 21
8 p.m.: Svalbard Seminar: "Seabirds in 
Svalbard" by Hallvard Strøm of the 
Norwegian Polar Institute (in 
Norwegian). UNIS.
Jan. 22-23
7 p.m.: Irish night, featuring the 
Svalbard Irish Dance Ensemble and a 
traditional Irish dinner. Kroa.
Jan. 23
Noon: Movie: "Solan og Lodvig – Herfra 
til Flåklypa," Norwegian animated/
children's film, all ages. Kulturhuset.
2 p.m.: Movie (free): "Star Wars – The 
Force Awakens" (3D), U.S. sci-fi/
adventure, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Concert: Faure's "Requiem" by 
the Longyearbyen Mixed Choir. Huset.
Jan. 24
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "The Good 
Dinosaur" (3D), U.S. animated/family 
dubbed in Norwegian, ages 6 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Trois Souvenirs de ma 
Jeunesse: Nos Arcadies," French drama/
romance, ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
Jan. 25
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Jan. 26
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
8 p.m.: Svalbard Seminar, focusing on 
environmental pollution. UNIS

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● World's largest canyon found in Antarctic
● Greenland wants out of Paris accord
● Barents oil shipments rise 92% in 2015
● 25 years of Arctic ice melt in 64 seconds

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

A flag flies at half-mast at midday Jan. 9 outside Svalbard Church, where about 300 people gathered for 
a memorial service for Nikoline Røkenes, 2, who was killed in the Dec. 19 avalanche. 

FAREWELLS, from page 1

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

restless peers at the far rear of the church, pro-
vided both relief from and a reminder of the 
crushing blow dealt to Longyearbyen – as 
much emotional as physical – by the Dec. 19 
avalanche that killed two-year-old Nikoline Rø-
kenes.

About 300 people gathered at Svalbard 
Church for a Jan. 9 memorial of Nikoline, who 
died a day after being buried for two hours in 
her parents’ home, as well as a celebration of 
the survival of her sister, Pernille, 3, who was 
buried with her.

“It is a miracle that she survived,” said Bir-
git Lockertsen, a visiting priest from Tromsø, 
who presided over the service, of the older sis-
ter. “Nikoline lives on in memories.”

Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin Askholt read a 
message from Norwegian Prime Minister Erna 
Solberg, and poems were read by teachers from 
Longyearbyen’s two preschools, one of which 

Nikoline attended.
The memorial service came one day after a 

funeral in Ås for Atle Husby, 42, a musician 
and Longyearbyen School teacher who was 
also killed in the avalanche. Svalbard Church 
Leif Mange Helgesen, who performed with 
Husby in the Store Norske Men’s Choir and 
presided over a local Dec. 22 memorial attend-
ed by a crowd similar to Nikoline’s, also 
presided over the funeral in Ås.

“A tone has subsided, a trombone has 
played for the last time,” he said, according to 
Akershus Amtstidende.

About 400 people, including several other 
Longyearbyen residents attended the funeral. 
Among them were Hans-Gunnar Skreslett, a 
fellow musician and administrator at Longyear-
byen School, who was one of the guest musical 
performers at the service.

Tragic beyond words

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.


