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Hunger gets them to take 
greater risks than they normally 
would. this is a a tets. now is the 
time ofr 
- Jan Aars,

See LABOR, page 4

Undercard: A trio of other new gifted local 
contenders to entice talent scouts 
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Travelers gather their baggage at Svalbard Airport early in 2011, the start of a slight increase in flights 
following a decline of nearly 30 percent in 2010 due to the recession and volcano eruptions in Iceland.

See LEAK, page 4

Big oil 
spill at 
Isfjord

Svalbard's population and labor 
force drops in recent years, but 
seen as rising for the next five 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Foreign residents of Longyearbyen perform a traditional Norwegian holiday dance during a gathering 
Monday at Svalbard Church where they shared experiences of the season from their homelands.

Research and studies at The University Centre 
in Svalbard are seen as some of the biggest 
contributors to growth in the local labor force 
during the next five years, a new report states.

Entire 150,000-liter diesel tank 
may have leaked into ground; 
cleanup, damage still unknown

Two Svalbard heavyweights. One tree. Who's the worthy mail?

Fewer workers now, more later

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Let's get ready to … CRUUUUUMPLE!
The gift wrap, that is, as the competition 

is on in earnest for a champion to bowl over 
that special (or not so) someone on the titan 
of all shopping holidays. The multimedia 
division is usually packed with new 
contenders and

UNIS

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A 15 percent drop in Svalbard employees 
between 2007 and 2010 due to losses in core 
industries is expected to turn into a nine per-
cent increase during the next five years, led by 
education and research, a new report finds.

A decline in population is also expected to 
reverse and the archipelago is becoming more 

JOHANNES 
BUØ

SYSSELMANNEN

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Up to 150,000 liters of diesel may have 
spilled into the ground from a fuel tank at Is-
fjord Radio, with officials still trying to deter-
mine how to clean up the spill and the potential 
environmental damage at the radio and weather 
station.

At least 130,000 liters have spilled as of 
this week due to a leaking pipe and it's possible 
the entire contents of the tank are gone, said 
Guri Tveito, environmental protection chief for 
the Svalbard governor's office.

Officials with the governor's office were 
notified Jan. 5 about the spill at Kapp Linné by 
Store Norske, which owns the facility, but it is 
unknown how long the leaking occurred since 
the station is typically unmanned from the fall 
until the tourist season begins in February.

"Store Norke has started investigating and 
is working with several measurements for time 
being to know the possibilities of removal for 
the oil," Tveito said. "We have got a long list 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

There were more overnight visitors, but 
passengers on flights didn't change much after 
a huge decline the year before. Stuff cost more, 
but was still a lot cheaper than the mainland.

Mixed news to be sure, but even those 
whose eyes glaze over the moment statistics 
are mentioned might take heart in relearning 
how to make some plus signs after a few years 
of lots of minuses due to the global recession.

It's the obligatory
('It gets better' version, as recession shows some signs of reversal)

'stats of 2011' story
THE COLD, HARD FACTS

- HOTEL STAYS: +11.7%
- ROOMS BOOKED: 49.7% (+5.1%)
- FLIGHT TRAFFIC: +0.5%
- CONSUMER PRICES: +2.3%
- MAINLAND PRICE RATIO: .84
- HOMES W/BROADBAND: 93%
- MAINLAND BROADBAND: 74%

See STATS, page 3
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
availably locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Briefly

Youth scholarship, Tyfus 
award nominations open

Nominations are now being accepted for 
the annual Youth Culture Scholarship and Ty-
fus Statuette, presented during Longyearbyen's 
gala performance celebration of Norway's 
Constitution Day on May 17.

The 10,000-kroner scholarship is presented 
to a youth or youths 13 to 20 years old "to en-
courage talented executive and/or creative 
young people to continue with activities they 
are doing," according to a city press release.

"This will also be a good way for the com-

munity to recognize young people who have 
shown dedication and talent."

Those involved in sports and/or perfor-
mance arts are eligible.

The Tyfus Statuette is presented to an indi-
vidual who has contributed to the community 
"by providing an active, substantial and sus-
tained efforts in the local culture." The name, 
while macabre, actually recognizes the person 
who has "shown a willingness and ability to 
(make things) slightly less 'tyfus.'"

The nomination deadline is March 31. Ap-
plications and information about previous win-
ners are available at www.lokalstyre.no. Surplus items at auc ‐

tion
Used items including a 1985 Mer-

cedes wagon, two inflatable Zodiacs, 
outboard engines and ten bicycles will 
be auctioned off by the governor's of-
fice at 3 p.m. Saturday at its garage fa-
cility. Bidders may inspect the items 
beginning at 1 p.m.

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

It's just another week where evidence is 
strong that we're probably the most clueless 
people in Svalbard when it comes to savvy 
news judgement, at least if you compare our 
top-rated story of 2011 to that from the Local 
Paper People Actually Read. Actually, to make 
things worse, it was the article most read at the 
newspaper's website, showing we really are 
part of the media elite that has no sense of con-
nection to what ordinary people really care 
about. We figured the top story had to be – had 
to be – two local teens being among the vic-
tims of Anders Behrin Breivik. Maybe, to the 
outside world, the fatal polar bear attack on a 
field camp was a Svalbard-exclusive story of 
greater importance. But the article at the Real 
Paper with the most hits was about a man in 
his 30s who was injured after driving his snow-
mobile off a ledge in Adventdalen in early 

February. "He was cold and bruised and need-
ed help. He had lost a boot, hat and gloves and 
were lying under the snowmobile," an official 
noted after the governor's office rescued the 
man by helicopter. OK, definitely a bummer of 
a trip and we'e not making light of his misery, 
but this makes way less sense than Casey An-
thony topping Khaled Said by a huge margin 
among the rapidly diminishing number of read-
ers in Exceptionalism Nation. Svalbardposten 
Editor Birger Amundsen said he was a bit sur-
prised as well, but at least has the wisdom and 
institutional knowledge to offer some logical 
reasons. Basically it comes down to people 
reading Svalbardposten's website for articles 
not covered by other media, and knowing 
about snowmobile incidents are indeed of huge 
importance to locals and visitors in a place 
where - as brochures constantly remind us - 
snowmobiles outnumber automobiles. 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Plan gives E. Svalbard access zones

PROTECTION, from page 1

Sorin Mihailovici and Matt Cook labor to save the polar bears from global warming in the snow 
near Longyearbyen earlier this month. The pair from Edmonton, Canada, spent near two weeks in 
Svalbard touring and making sometimes unusual video messages of varying complexity, 
depending on the amount offered by donors, for their project PolarFaith. The project was 
launched by throwing a dart at a map of the world and pledging to go there to raise funds for a 
needy situation. No update has been provided on whether they reached their $20,000 goal.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

POLARFAITH.COM

auction
polarjazz
internet useage

It's so cool working hard for charity

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Strict new limits on access to East Svalbard remain in 

SYSSELMANNEN

East Svalbard is divided into five access zones 
in an proposed update to the Svalbard 
Environmental Protection Act.



Peppy spray instead of guns 
for bears? Experts say no   

Can pepper spray stop a polar bear attack? 
Experts are swearing by the rifle as a 
company, bjørnespray.no, is marketing a prod-
uct from the United States called Counter As-
sault. The company's Per Ulrich Kristiansen is 
claiming the spray provides better protection 
than firearms while reducing the risk of injury. 
A 2008 study by four U.S. scientists, he said, 
shows guns stopped brown bear attacks 67 
percent of the time while the spray has a 92 
percent success rate. Polar bears behave dif-
ferently than brown, but polar explorer Børge 
Ousland said his experience shows spray can 
be useful "addition" to firearms. Variables 
such as cold and wind can affect the spray's 
effectiveness, he said. Thor S. Larsen, a polar 
bear researcher, is among those expressing 
greater skepticism, said carrying only spray 
"gives a false sense of security." Lt. Gov. Thor 
S. Larsen, noting pepper spray is subject to 
the same requirements as purchasing firearms, 
said he doesn't at present see spray as being 
recommended if a permit to sell it is sought.

Timing of arrival 'awesome,' 
new Store Norske leader says      

Per Andersson, 54, the new administrative 
director of Store Norske, said he's in the right 
place at the right time after Norway's environ-
mental ministry approved the proposed 
Lunckefjell coal mine two days before Christ-
mas. Andersson, formerly the plant manager 
of the now-defunct solar company REC Scan-
cell in Narvik, said "the (Lunckefjell) case 
was overripe. It was high time they reached a 
decision. It is awesome, (and) gives a horizon 
and an overview, and allows us to focus on 
what's important." The former director, Bjørn 
Arnestad, resigned as of the end of 2011. 

Post office returning mail 
without correct P.O. box    

Longyearbyen's post office is tightening 
enforcement of delivering mail only if it has a 
correct P.O. box, angering some residents. A 
significant amount of such mail was creating a 
lot of extra work, according to officials, as re-
cipients weren't always known despite the 
small population.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. E winds to 43 
km/h. High -8C (-17C wind 
chill), low -9C (-19C wind chill).

Sunrise 0:00; sunset 0:00

Thursday
Partly cloudy. E winds to 36 
km/h. High -8C (-18C wind 
chill), low -10C (-20C wind 
chill).
Sunrise 0:00; sunset 0:00

Friday
Partly cloudy. E winds to 11 
km/h. High -14C (-19C wind 
chill), low -18C (-23C wind 
chill).
Sunrise 0:00; sunset 0:00

Saturday
Snow. SE winds to 22 km/h. 
High -10C (-17C wind chill), 
low -17C (-23C wind chill).

Sunrise 0:00; sunset 0:00

Extended forecast: Sunday, snow, -6C (-12C), -7C (-13C), light 0:00h; Monday, snow, -6C (-13C), -7C (-14C), light 0:00h; Tuesday, 
snow, -4C (-10C), -6C (-12C), light 0:00h; Wednesday, snow, -5C (-11C), -5C (-12C), light 0:00h

Data provided by yr.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

STATS, from page 1

A construction worker performs roof work at the UNIS Guest House as it near completion last May, 
one of a few new facilities in the past couple of years to offer additional beds for visitors. While more 
visitors came to Svalbard in 2011 after a few years of general decline, about half of all guest rooms 
and two-thirds of the beds were empty during the year, according to Statistics Norway.

Data dump '11: Recession abates

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Priority in 2012 include limiting 
tourist, other human impacts; 
deadline for first round is Feb. 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Extra 5M for environmental grants

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

A turnaround in the recession, the faintest 
whispers of which were suggested at the end of 
2010, is being supported by stronger evidence 
as the first reports for 2011 are being published 
by Statistics Norway and other agencies. Per-
haps the strongest number is an 11.2 percent 
increase in hotel revenues through November 
compared to 2010. The 82.640 total nights 
booked are about 10 percent higher than 2010.

The busiest visitor months are April and 
May, with the latter seeing an 87 percent in-
crease in bookings. But that figure is mislead-
ing, since major volcanic eruptions in Iceland 
in 2010 caused a historic disruption of air traf-
fic in Europe and elsewhere. Summer stays ex-
perienced a decline compared to 2010.

Also, room occupancy rates – while often 
full during certain peak times – were only 
about 50 percent in 2011, although that is 
about five percent higher than 2010. Only one-
third of available beds were full. But again the 
figures are subject to interpretation, since two 
tourist lodges and a guest house intended to 
house longer-term visitors at The University 
Centre in Svalbard have opened during the past 
two years.

Passenger flight traffic increased less than 
one percent, to 126,350 in 2011 compared to 

125,781 in 2010, according to Avinor. But that 
still represents a turnaround after 138,934 pas-
sengers arrived in 2008 and 129,336 in 2009.

The Consumer Price Index for Svalbard 
increased 2.3 percent from October 2010 to 
September 2011, according to Statistics Nor-
way.

"Among consumer areas that contributed 
most to the overall inflation were transporta-
tion, housing, electricity and fuel," the agency 
states. "The prices of audio-visual equipment 
decreased and pulled the index in the opposite 
direction."

Transportation costs rose 5.6 percent, with 
an increase in flights cited as the primary 
factor. Housing, fuel and power costs rose 3.2 
percent. Purchase prices for vehicles rose 4.1 
percent, and hotel, restaurant and clothing 
costs rose about three percent.

The index as of September 2011 was 
122.9, compared to 120.1 in October of 2010 
and 100 in March of 2001. Prices relative to 
the mainland were 84 percent in September of 
2011, up from 83.4 percent in October of 2010.

About 93 percent of all Svalbard homes 
have broadband internet, roughly 20 percent 
more than mainland residences.

There are 954 private broadband subscriptions in 
1024 households in Svalbard. This means that the 
Distribution which is 93 percent, which is higher than 
on the mainland where the number is 74 percent for 3 
quarter of 2011.

The new statistics on the number of households 
at Svalbard makes it possible to calculate a number 
for Expansion of private broadband. The high Distri-
bution on Svalbard is due to the composition of 
households and population is clearly different from 
the mainland, with very few older people resident in 
Svalbard. 
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Jan. 11

6 p.m.: Movie: "Arietta's Secret," 
Japanese animated/family film, ages 7 
and up. Kulturhuset.

Jan. 14

2 p.m.: Presentation about SvalSat's role 
in military activities by BŒrd Wormdal, 
author of "Sattellittkrigen." 
Longyearbyen Library.

Jan. 15

6 p.m.: Movie: "Real Steel," U.S. action/
sci-fi, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.

8:30 p.m.: Movie: "Dream House," U.S. 
thriller, ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.

Jan. 17

8 p.m.: Svalbard Seminar: UNIS.

Jan. 18

6 p.m.: Movie: "Jodaeiye Nader az 
Simin" ("A Separation"), Iranian drama, 
all ages. Kulturhuset.

Jan. 19

8 p.m.: Svalbard Seminar. UNIS.

Jan. 22

6 p.m.: Movie: "The Lion King" (3D), 
U.S. animated/family film dubbed in 
Norwegian, all ages. Kulturhuset.

8 p.m.: Movie: "My Week With Marilyn," 
British drama, no age limit specified. 
Kuklturhuset.

Jan. 24

8 p.m.: Svalbard Seminar. UNIS.

Jan. 26

8 p.m.: Svalbard Seminar. UNIS.

Jan. 28

3 p.m.: Presentation about the 1876-78 
Norwegian North Sea Expedition by Per 
Kyrre Reymert. Longyearbyen Library.

7:30 p.m.: Performance: Den Norske 
Opera & Ballett w/ Jan Helge Tr¿en, plus 
Longyearbyen choirs. Kulturhuset.

Jan. 29

8 p.m.: Movie: "Mission Impossible Ð 
Ghost Protocol," U.S. action, no age limit 
specified. Kulturhuset.

What's up

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:

!  Northern Norway sails into oil age

!  High drama in Russia-to-Nome oil trip

!  3 killed, 37 rescued in Antarctic boat Þre 

!  Will warming ruin maple syrup Ð forever?

MOVIES, from page 1

Þlm fest
Numerous attacks raid secret 
information from Norway's oil, 
defense and energy companies 

SERVICE, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Viljar H

Lista

MONEY, from page 1

DISUNION, from page 1

Isfjord Radio, which collects automated weather data and sometimes hosts tourists, is now facing 
the possibility of extensive environmental cleanup work after as much as 150,000 liters of diesel 
leaked from a tank during an unknown period of time this winter.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

LEAK, from page 1

Isfjord fuel spill won't halt operations

SYSSELMANNEN

of measurements they are carrying out. In a 
short time we will also go through determining 
the measurements we see the need for."

"So far it seems they have started on what 
is necessary at this time."

The spill was discovered by Store Norske 
staff performing maintenance work, resulting 
in a response to the scene by the governor's of-
fice, Longyearbyen Fire Department and other 
agencies. Police with the governor's office and 
the Norway's environmental ministry will con-
duct their own investigations into the incident.

Experts checked to ensure there were no 
additional leaks early this week, with more in-
spections by other officials taking place as the 
week progresses to determine how the spilled 
fuel can be collected, said Terje Carlsen, head 
of communications for Store Norske.

"We will start that as soon as possible," he 
said.

The fuel appears to have seeped into the 
ground, which consists largely of gravel used 
as fill to support structures, rather than spread-
ing over a large area, Carlsen said. He said 
cleanup may involve digging holes to extract 
the diesel, rather than a large-scale removal of 
surface material.

The spill is not expected to affect tourist 
activities provided by Basecamp Spitsbergen, 
he said. A ship is delivering replacement fuel 
to the station Ð after ensuring any leaks are re-
paired Ð and staff are now engaged in prepara-
tions to receive visitors.

When asked by the newspaper VG if it is 
wise to leave the station unmanned part of the 
year, Carlsen said "it is a system that will nor-
mally work."

"But accidents can happen, although they 
should not happen," he said. "It is regrettable."

guri-no they're still est. curr. est 130,000 liters
clean-store norke has started investig. and are 

working with several measurements for time being.
to know poss of removals for oil.
we have got a long list of measures they are carrying 

out. in short time we will also go thru measurements we 
see the nbeed for.

so far it seems they have started on what is necc. at 
this time.

where did fuel go. that will be investig. wht ness to 
collect polluted soil

damage-another measure store norske has initated is 
to find onseq. fr env. thy have als have started .

from pipe.

terje-what doing-we have two persons staying to 
check to make sure we do not have a new leak of diesel

on mon or tuesday we sent out some experts from ? 
power to go thru system to make sure no more bad pipes 
and check the whole sysytem. today experts to check 
wht can be done to take up diesel and we will start that 
as soon ad possible.

also expett analysis on env. problems
i know also people from basecamp went out 

monday. this was a planned trip to open stn
ship from longyearyen arr last night ging out to fill 

it with more deisel. 
dk why -pasrt 

LABOR, from page 1

Education, research to spur local growth
family oriented with a higher ratio of children 
to adults since 2006, according to the analysis.

The annual report about Svalbard's society 
and industrial affairs, published by the Norwe-
gian Institute for Urban and Regional Research 
(NIBR), notes there is full employment in the 
area Ð statistically speaking Ð with the number 
of man-hours worked equalling a full year of 
labor for each adult resident. But the highly 
transient population has recently seen reduc-
tions due to declines in coal production and the 
global recession.

Other industries seeing declines were con-
struction, transport, financial and real estate.

"We donÕt know for certain if the reduc-
tion represents a trend shift, or if it is merely 
an adjustment," the report states. "However, 
representatives from the major companies and 
organizations at Svalbard seem to think that in-
ternational economic trends, reduced reserves 
of coal, and national policy signals together 
have great impact on economic growth."

The population decline wasn't as steep, 

which "has to do with increased inflow of for-
eign citizens and growth in the number of chil-
dren," according to the report.

"Since 2006 there have been 100 more 
children and 100 fewer adults," the study 
notes. "We can read this as a signal that the set-
tlement has strengthened as a family communi-
ty, in accordance with the national objectives."

Major changes are not expected in public 
sector and tourism employment during the next 
five years. The prognosis for the mining, ac-
cording to information provided by Store 
Norske, is "they expect only minor changes in 
the years to come."

But a nine percent increase in employees 
is expected due to an 84 percent increase in 
students, and a 20 percent increase in higher 
education and research activities.

The report, including a summary in En-
glish, is available at www.lokalstyre.no/
getfile.aspx/document/epcx_id/848/epdd_id/
2536.

 is expected to a 
All in all, we find that employment 

at Svalbard increase by nine per cent (or 
134 man years of labour) during the 
coming five year period. The growth is 
mainly derived from the expected in-
crease in students (+ 84 per cent) and 
higher education and research (+20 per 
cent). Employment within the derived ac-
tivities only increase by three per cent. 
Future population in the Norwegian set-
tlements is expected to follow a similar 
development and increase by eight per 
cent in by 2015. This equals 164 persons 
in total.


