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Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.

icepeople.net

See DOCK, page 12

See REALITY, page 4  Christmas is a circus Dear, oh dear, leader Redder alert Red alert
150+ homes in 
avalanche 
danger zones 

Page 5

Climate skeptic  
appointed ruler 
of Svalbard

Page 7

Santa's going 
to be seriously 
sweating

Page 2

And it seems 
kids love the 
gift of coal

Page 12

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
A Longyearbyen resident places one of many torches in a snowbank where an avalanche struck a year ago, destroying 11 homes and killing two people.

It's a wonderful life saver
Donors near and far rush to help Jørn Dybdahl, a local icon who has a cancer Norway won't pay for

A twin-dock floating pier, seen here in an artist's 
illustration, is being proposed for Longyearbyen.

Hundreds gather to remember losses, celebrate life one year after avalanche leave scars on town

See NUMBERS, page 4

https://us-
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om/neo/
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See WONDERFUL, page 3
Jørn Dybdahl is flying to Oslo every two weeks for 
cancer treatments he must pay for himself.

PRIVATE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

There's a Mr. Potter (the Norwegian health 
authorities), a Clarence (a female police officer 
who helped lead rescue efforts during the 
avalanche last Christmas) and definitely a 
greatest gift from the everybody chipping in 
what they can. But there's no George Bailey on 
the edge of suicide – instead, Jørn Dybdahl is 
going to exceptional lengths to continue a re-
markably wonderful life.

Dybdahl, 55, is being treated for a form of 
kidney cancer with a drug Norwegian health of-
ficials have deemed as too expensive, resulting 
in him spending more than 500,000 kroner to 
date on the medicine. But an article published 

Dec. 12 in Verdens Gangen resulted in the cre-
ation of a Facebook page (tinyurl.com/
h4eaomc) that raised roughly the same amount 
within six days – and the contributions locally 
and worldwide are continuing to pour in.

"You were Santa Claus for all the kids in 
the street, with your own horses and always a 
good mood, so now we can try a little to be 
Santa for you in the form of a small contribu-
tion to your treatment," wrote Hans Egil Irgens, 
a pilot at Lufttransport, referring to Dybdahl's 
locally famous Icelandic horses that many ex-
pressed fond memories of.

Dybdahl, in a follow-up interview with the 
newspaper this week, said the donations mean 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Gathering at a site where fresh snow on an 

empty field and calm weather were striking 
contrasts to the vast wreckage and storms ex-
actly one year ago, hundreds of residents and 

visitors relived a multitude of memories and 
placed scores of torches in the snow Monday 

icepeople
Weather summary

Rain and snow with moderate winds 
and temperatures around freezing 
through early next week.

Full forecast page 3

The world's northernmost alternative newspaper

FREE

See ANNIVERSARY, page 4
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

With "surreal," “disaster,” "paranoid" and 
"post-truth" among those being named word of 
the year by various entities (along with less 
common ones like “Bundespräsidentenstich-
wahlwiederholungsverschiebung"),  it's only 
fitting to get one last thing to make us hot and 
bothered for Christmas. It seems all that hard 
work Santa did may be for nought since all that 
heavy stuff – along with his workshop and rein-
deer – are in danger of vanishing into the sea 
because temperatures at the North Pole are 
expected to be 50 degrees Fahrenheit during 
the days before Christmas, according to the 
Washington Post. above normal at the North 
Pole For the second year in a row in late De-
cember and for the second time in as many 
months, temperatures in the high Arctic will be 
freakishly high compared to normal. Further-
more, the heat will be fueled by a storm with 
the power of a category three hurricane. And 
while the article begins by declaring "it's not 
normal," it goes on to note this is the second 
straight Christmas with such freaky tempera-
tures and Arctic air temperatures have been 
much warmer than normal since roughly 
September. We're too lazy to do the math, but 
we're guessing temperatures in Longyearbyen 
would need to average -60C or so in order to 
prevent 2016 from being the warmest year in 
recorded history. Still, we're hoping the local 
lore that Santa's real workshop is in the aban-
doned Mine 2B because, while it's crumbling 
and in an avalanche red zone, we're pretty sure 
we'll at least get our loot this year…And speak-
ing of local real and post-fact tales, a Canadi-
an newspaper has nicely summarized some 
of the best suggestions of what is really going 
on inside the Doomsday Vault. "Svalbard's 

beguiling paradox of fame and mystery in-
evitably has spawned various wacky conspiracy 
theories, including the idea that the vault is a 
top-secret NATO facility housing a global eu-
genics project," the article in Hamilton Specta-
tor notes. "Almost nine years after it was built, 
the seed vault has taken on a mythic quality 
around the world, perhaps because its entrance 
– stark, geometric, bejeweled by a light sculp-
ture by Norwegian artist Dyveke Sanne – hints 
at something not just hidden but forbidden. 
Bauhaus meets Valhalla. The article is a bit of a 
departure from the many focusing on the re-
cently released book "Seeds on Ice" by vault 
founder Cary Fowler, "who says he hopes the 
book will dispel a more mainstream misappre-
hension, that this is a doomsday vault, a time 
capsule to unlock after a nuclear Armageddon. 
It is not a vast subterranean laboratory staffed 
with the world's boffins in white coats, a la 
CERN or a James Bond movie."

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Enough red – green is also a Christmas color

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

PRIVATE

A photo of the Northern Lights taken Dec. 10 in Adventdalen is among the dozens posted this 
month by various Longyearbyen residents and visitors on a Facebook page dedicated to aurora 
borealis sightings (tinyurl.com/hkemhfu). A website and free app that will notify users about ideal 
viewing conditions is available at http://kho.unis.no/Forecast.htm.

Great…another red list: Like seeing all the areas 
in town that are unsafe due to avalanche risks 
wasn't enough  of the color for Christmas.

TERJE NERGÅRD NILSSEN

NASA



'The best medicine'

Page 3December 20, 2016

Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain/snow. N winds to 42 km/
h. High 4C (-?C wind chill), low 
-3C (-?C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Light snow. NW winds to 35 
km/h. High 0C (-5C wind chill), 
low -4C (-8C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Rain/snow. NW winds to 29 
km/h. High 1C (-3C wind chill), 
low -1C (-5C wind chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, rain/snow, 1C (-3C), -4C (-10C), light 0:00h; Monday, rain/snow, 2C (-6C), -7 (-12C), light 0:00h; 
Tuesday, snow, 0C (-8C), -8C (-13C), light 0:00h; Wednesday, rain/snow, 2C (-3C), -8C (-13C), light 0:00h

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. NW winds to 35 km/h. 
High 0C (-4C wind chill), low 
-1C (-6C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Students to get hot school 
lunches starting in January 

Longyearbyen School students will get 
hot lunches starting in January as a continua-
tion of a pilot project initiated last year, ac-
cording to André Jenssen, a co-initiator of the 
project. The lunches will be funded by a 
103,500-kroner grant from the Parents’ Coun-
cil Working Committee (FAU), a 103,500-
kroner grant from the Svalbard Environmental 
Protection Fund and 20,000 kroner in spon-
sorships. Jenssen said he is also expecting ad-
ditional future funding for the project. "Exact-
ly when and how it will be, if it is offered ev-
ery day, and what kind of food it is we'll find 
out when we sit down and create the model of 
it here," said Jenssen, a former FAU leader. 
He said the pilot project "was an unimagin-
able success and that was why we continued. I 
had teachers who called me in the evening and 
said that they had had a wonderful day with 
the students, and parents who told me that the 
children said they had gotten better in school." 
Students said they're also happy the program 
will continue. "I forgot, for example, mine to-
day," said Ronja Hermansen.

Russian fined 15,000 kroner 
for fatally shooting polar bear

A Russian researcher that shot and killed a 
polar bear at Forlandet in August has been 
fined 15,000 kroner, according to The Gover-
nor of Svalbard. The two-year-old bear en-
countered four researchers who first tried to 
scare the animal away with a flare gun, then 
fire rifle shots meant to intimidate the animal, 
said Police Chief Lt. Bjørn Georg Pedersen. 
The bear was hit by a ricochet and tried to 
swim away, but drowned a short distance 
from shore. Lars Fause, lead prosecutor for 
the Troms and Finnmark districts, said the 
fine for the man who fired the fatal shot "is 
based on the assumption that there was no 
acute danger to the health of people or build-
ings. It is a reproach that he fired live ammu-
nition toward the bear with a risk of incorrect 
results. It is not assumed that he intentionally 
tried to shoot the bears." He said the fine also 
takes into account the Russian's income, 
which is significantly lower compared to a 
typical salary in Norway. Three other bears 
have been shot during encounters this year.

An article published at Verden Gangen's website this month, left, explains why Jørn Dybdahl has to 
pay for his own cancer treatments. That led to the creation of a Facebook fundraising page, right.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

SCREENSHOT OF VG.NO

he can continue his treatment without being 
forced to sell his home in Longyearbyen.

"People are absolutely fantastic," he said. 
"Now I've got a respite and established myself 
financially for a while."

"It's really not right that people who are al-
ready paying taxes should also pay for this, but 
I am very touched and grateful that people care 
so much – even those I do not know. That they 
are so generous really makes life easier for 
me."

Dybdahl, a Longyearbyen resident for 
more than 30 years, is known for everything 
from his work as a researcher for the Norwe-
gian Polar Institute to bring the former leader of 
a new-defunct political party whose views often 
were on the fringe, to put it kindly (and many 
of his rivals did, realizing that unlike many dis-
sidents, his views reflected a true desire to do 
what he truly felt best regardless of political 
correctness).

He's also an avid surfer, cyclist and hiker, 
and some donors expressed thanks for taking 
more than just a recreational interest in the out-
doors.

"A very stormy night 15 years ago: Two 
terrified UNIS students has an engine break-
down with a zodiak in Sassenfjorden," wrote 
Matthias Zielke. "The waves beat us, the boat 
filled with water. We called the duty officer at 
UNIS – you – around midnight. You didn't hes-
itate one second! Came quickly with boat and 
picked us up! "

He was diagnosed with kidney cancer in 

2013, and is flying to Oslo every two weeks for  
to receive the immunotherapy medication 
Nivolumab. Although doctors consider it the 
best treatment for Dybdahl's illness, Norway's 
national health care system deems it too expen-
sive.

Dybdahl – in addition to paying for the 
medicine and travel expenses – also has to pay 
the VAT for the treatment.

SIDSEL MELLERUD SVARSTAD

A photo of Jørn Dybdahl welding a sled in 
Longyearbyen for a project at the South Pole sold 
for 11,000 kroner in a Facebook auction this week.

LNS SPITSBERGEN

WONDERFUL, from page 1
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Landslide warning 
issued to hikers

A 

Longyearbyen Community recalls that 
everyone is responsible for their own safety out 
and about.

These days there is a part landslides around, 
so pay attention.

We ask you to pay special attention to the 
area north of sarcophagus (where the path 
toward sarcophagus - Lars Breen runs), here 
have big soil slid out in recent weeks. When 
masses slipping out it means that the 
permafrost thaws further down, which may 
cause new landslides. 

icepeople

is now the first newspaper in Europe to be 
accepted as a full member of the Association of 
Alternative Newsmedia. That means a whole new 
global audience will be looking to Svalbard – and 
what it might have to offer those who visit. Tell 
them what you have with our extremely affordable 
print and website advertising, designed either by 
you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 
for details.

More together, aware after tragedy
Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen and Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin Askholt, left, lead the torchlight procession to the site of an avalanche last Dec. 19 site at 
Vei 230 on Monday. At right, two television crews offer commentary during the one-year memorial gathering of the avalanche outside Kulturhuset.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

ANNIVERSARY, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

night where an avalanche destroyed 11 homes 
and killed two people on Dec. 19, 2015.

The one-year anniversary observation of-
fered memorials for Atle Husby, 42, and Niko-
line Røkenes, 2, the victims killed in the 
avalanche. Speakers also talked about the short- 
and long-term scars left, include the large open 
space where the homes once stood, the grief of 
those who lost their possessions and loved 
ones, and the uncertainty of many residents 
who’ve since been told they live in unsafe areas.

“It ended tragically,” said Svalbard Church 
Priest Leif Magne Helgesen. “We lost that we 
can not afford to lose. We lost Nikoline and 
Atle. Our thoughts go especially to those ones 
closest who bear the heaviest burdens.”

But the anniversary is also a time to re-
member the efforts of rescuers, residents who 
provided food and comfort, and a community 
that draw closer together in the wake of the 
tragedy, Helgesen said.

“This is a celebration of life,” he said. “We 

celebrate all that was saved.”
Those directly affected by the tragedy are 

also again finding themselves in the public 
spotlight as numerous media organizations 
from Norway and abroad have arrived in 
Longyearbyen to cover the occasion during the 
past few days.

“The good that has come out of this is the 
strengthening of solidarity,” said Eva Grøndal, 
among those who was in one of the destroyed 
homes and survived, in an interview with NRK. 
“Among friends we have formed alliances in 
case of new evacuations. It’s great that we have 
achieved a kind of buddy system where it is 
clear where we can move to if something hap-
pens. I trust also now that we have an apparatus 
around us that can alert us if something hap-
pens. We didn’t have that a year ago.”

The gathering started outside Kulturhuset 
where the Store Norske Men’s Choir, which 
Husby was a member of, performed before 
those present lit torches and walked a few hun-

dred meters to the avalanche sute at Vei 230. 
Helgesen, Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin Askholt and 
State Secretary Gjermund Hagesæther deliv-
ered speeches before a minute of silence for the 
victims was observed.

“There are many and strong feelings and 
stories connected the catastrophe that hit the lit-
tle community last Dec. 19,” Askholt said. 
“Grief over those we lost, the joy of those who 
were rescued, shock, anger, despair, disbelief. 
All that we have lived with the past year year 
and we have to live on with for a while.”

Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen ended 
the memorial by laying flowers next to the 
torches along the snowbank. Many gathered for 
coffee and pastries afterward at the Rabalder 
Café and Bakery where the event originated, 
and Helgesen and others  who offered counsel-
ing after the avalanche stayed at the church 
much of the evening to talk to those wishing to.



Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

Homes in the red 
NVE report: More than 150 residences and dorms in Lia and Nybyen are in avalanche danger zones  

EVA THERESE JENSSEN / UNIS
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See NVE, page 6

A map shows most homes in Lia closest to the mountains are in an avalanche red zone, meaning they are officially unsafe without protective measures.
NORWEGIAN WATER RESOURCES AND ENERGY DIRECTORATE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

More than 150 residences and dorms clos-
est to the mountains in Lia and Nybyen have 
been declared avalanche danger zones in a 
study released Thursday by the Norwegian Wa-
ter Resources and Energy Directorate. But 
while the report is intended to help Longyear-
byen officials with land management and pre-
ventative measures, a directorate official said a 
recently activated warning system is an ade-
quate short-term solution.

That means that while residents in the dan-
ger zones may not be forced to move in the near 
future, they may be forced into more evacuations 
of the buildings beyond the two that have oc-
curred during severe storms during the past year.

The report assesses various levels of risk 
for areas, with structures mathematically likely 
to be during a 100-year time period classified 
as danger zones. A total of 34 buildings, mostly 
multi-residential units such as apartment build-
ings and student dorms, are in the red zones.

“A total of 154 residential units and two 
hostels are located within the 100-year danger 
zone,” a summary of the report notes. “There is 
also critical infrastructure that is vulnerable.”

Red zone areas with structures include:
• Virtually all of the buildings in Nybyen at 

the base of the east mountains, although 
Gjesthuset 102 and an adjacent student dorm 
are at the very edge of it. Most Nybyen build-
ings outside the red zone, including Galleri 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

To move or to stay?
Gjestehuset 102 manager feels safe; UNIS will move students 

Gjestehuset 102 is the only commercial business in in Longyearbyen in an avalanche red zone.
GJESTEHUSET 102

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Karl-Eric Melander isn’t worried about 
living in an avalanche “red zone,” but is con-
cerned about the possibility he and the guests 
at his hostel will be forced to evacuate it every 

time there’s a severe storm.
The managing director of Gjestehuset 102 

– the only private business in a red zone in a 
risk report for Longyearbyen released last 
week – said he has no plans to move from his 

See NYBYEN, page 8



Avalanche official: Don't panic
A map shows which structures along the mountains in Longyearbyen are at risk. Areas in red are likely to be hit by a 100-year storm, orange by a 500-
year storm and yellow areas by a 1,000-year storm. Previous reports have indicated some of the areas could be hit as often as every 20 to 30 years.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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NVE, from page 5

NORWEGIAN WATER RESOURCES AND ENERGY DIRECTORATE

Svalbard and Coal Miner’s Cabins, are in a yel-
low zone likely to be hit by a 500-year storm.

• All of the homes closest the mountains at 
Vei 222 (and one building immediately below 
them), and five of the six homes closest to the 
mountains at Vei 226 and 228.

• The back corner of the coal storage build-
ing adjacent to Longyearbyen’s power plant.

Although much of the area along western 
mountains are classified as red zones, there are 
no structures within them.

The list of buildings in orange and yellow 
zones is much larger, including some cabins 
outside the city limits, and the NVE’s report 
states “only a minor area of Longyearbyen sat-
isfy the requirement of a yearly probability of ” 
being hit once every 20,000 years.

The report’s release comes four days be-
fore the one-year anniversary of an avalanche 
that killed two people, destroyed 11 homes and 
forced hundreds of residents to evacuate their 
homes due to the risk of further snowslides. 
The avalanche was triggered by the worst bliz-
zard in 40 years, which featured extremely 
heavy snowfall in a matter of hours and winds 
up to 120 kilometers an hour.

Many of the same residents were also 
forced to evacuate their homes for a few days 

in November when heavy rain within a few 
hours triggered numerous landslides. But the 
directorate says residents shouldn’t be panicked 
about the coming winter.

"In the short term, an avalanche warning 
system is now implemented, ensuring that peo-
ple living in landslide-prone areas can feel 
safe” said Knut Aune Hoseth, acting regional 
chief of the directorate’s northern division, in a 
prepared statement.

Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen said city 
officials are unlikely to take any short-term ac-
tion declaring areas uninhabitable.

“I understand people not being comfortable 
living there,” he said. “There is a risk of living 
in a hotspot. But we probably have the best 
avalanche warning system in Norway.”

But Olsen said he’d prefer not to have to 
rely on the system and it’s possible residents 
will be forced to continue evacuating at-risk ar-
eas during heavy storms under long-term solu-
tions are enacted.

“That’s why the ultimate goal is not to 
evacuate,” he said. “It’s stressful.”

A multitude of entities including various 
government agencies, property owners, insur-
ance companies, landlords and others will need 
to be involved in how to protect and/or relocate 
people living in danger zones, Olsen said.

“It’s a big puzzle,” he said.
Adequately funding avalanche remediation 

measures based on the NVE’s report was a late 
addition to a revised “white paper” outlining 
the Norwegian government’s policy goals for 
Svalbard. The full Parliament debated the re-
vised draft late last month and is scheduled to 
approve a final version next spring.

A series of reports dating back more than 
two decades has highlighted settled areas of 
Longyearbyen that are at risk of avalanche. A 
1992 report published by the Norwegian 
Geotechnical Institute stated the “pointed hous-
es” on Vei 230, where last year’s avalanche oc-
curred – could be hit every 20 to 30 years by 
snowslides from Sukkertoppen. The report rec-
ommended several safety measures including 
building supports, safety nets and snow shields, 
none of which were implemented.

A handful of locals did begin monitoring 
avalanche conditions in 1993, but those efforts 
ceased when the city incorporated in 2001 for 
reasons not entirely clear. In 2008, the 
Longyearbyen Community Council and Store 
Norske signed an declaration stating “it is clear 
that parts of the buildings in Longyeardalen are 
located avalanche-prone areas, and require pro-



Case of the Willy
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Per-Willy Amundsen, the new head of Norway's Ministry of Justice and Public Security, has stated "for many socialists, CO2 has replaced Karl Marx."
ALCHETRON

Climate change skeptic takes over ministry that governs Svalbard, doesn't realize it’s part of the job

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

See SEQUEL, page 8

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Only a few weeks after Norway’s Conser-
vative-led government teetered on the brink of 
collapse, it has taken a turn to the right with ap-
pointments that include putting a climate 
change skeptic in charge of the ministry that 
governs Svalbard – a responsibility he admits 
he was unaware of when he started the job 
Tuesday.

New leaders were also appointed to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of 
Petroleum and Energy, both of whom also play 
a role in shaping Svalbard policy.

Per-Willy Amundsen, 45, the new Minister 
of Justice and Public Security, has declared cli-
mate change a ruse to implement socialist poli-
cies and it is “madness to spend billions on a 
hypothesis that the warming is man-made.” He 
has also expressed rigidly anti-Islamic and anti-
immigration views. He was evasive in media 
interviews this week when asked if he still sup-
ports those and other controversial statements.

“I think that there is very little interest in 
getting into to individual statements and com-
ments that were made several years ago,” he 
told Aftenposten. “Now I’m the Minister of Jus-
tice and will implement government policies.”

Amundsen told NRK on Wednesday he 
was unaware that his appointment puts him in 
charge of Norway’s Polar Affairs Department, 
which has administrative oversight of Svalbard.

“I’ve been a minister for just over a half 

day,” he said. “I have a lot I need to get myself 
into and that’s what I’m going to give priority 
to in the coming days.”

Ivar Berthling, a professor of geography at 
the Norwegian University of Science and Tech-
nology, told IBTimes UK "many of the chal-
lenges faced on Svalbard are related to climate 
change one way or the other."

"Commentators in Norway have suggested 
that he is sent to Svalbard as often as possible 
to see the effects of climate change himself," 
Berthling said.

"Having a climate change denier in frontal 
collision with his own views might be interest-
ing."

Amundsen, who replaces Anders Anund-
sen as minister, is part of the national conserva-
tive wing of Norway’s Progress Party. The par-
ty suggested last year that refugees being ac-
cepted into Norway should be sent to a camp in 
Svalbard.

He was appointed state secretary by Prime 
Minister Erna Solberg after the 2013 parlia-
mentary election. His subsequent appointment 
as justice minister drew sharply contrasting re-
actions from party officials who during Novem-
ber and early December engaged in a tumul-
tuous battle over the 2017 budget that threat-
ened to topple Solberg and her cabinet.

“There are now two ministers in the same 
ministry, immigration minister Sylvi Listhaug 
and Justice Minister Per-Willy Amundsen, both 
of whom are climate change deniers and have a 

history of rhetoric about immigration that is not 
unifying,” Liberal Party Leader Trine Skei 
Grande told Aftenposten.

The Liberal Party is part of Norway’s four-
party ruling coalition and her remarks were at-
tacked by members from other parties.

“Grande’s statements violate our democrat-
ic tradition,” Christian Tybring-Gjedde, a 
Progress Party member, told the newspaper. “She 
has become a climate inquisitor. Either you con-
fess you to her believe in climate change or 
otherwise you are considered infidels.”

“Per-Willy is knowledgeable and engaged. 
He appeals to the party’s core voters.”

The new other appointments this week in-
clude naming Terje Soeviknes of the Progress 
Party the minister of petroleum and energy, and 
Frank Bakke-Jensen of the Conservative Party 
as foreign minister. Both also attracted criti-
cism, including from Knut Arild Hareide, head 
of the Christian Democrat party that is the 
fourth party in the ruling coalition.

“This is not an invitation to the center, per-
haps the opposite,” he told Reuters.

Solberg, in an interview with EU Observer, 
denied she has appointed climate-change skep-
tics to her cabinet.

"Everybody in this government believe cli-
mate change is man-made," she said.

The appointments come nine months be-
fore the next parliamentary election.
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• Quality gold, silver and diamonds at very good prices

• Distinctive watches, scarves and leather handbags

• Diverse selection of  Svalbard souvenirs

• Located in Lompensenteret in the center of  town

We look forward to seeing you!

Gems from a small, independent 
jewelry store as unique as Svalbard

+47 7902 1816 • post@gullgruva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Gullgruva Arctic Design

Officials from the Norwegian Water Resources and Energy Directorate and local leaders discuss the avalanche risk report during a meeting at UNIS. 

UNIS won't rush to evacuate Nybyen dorms

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

NYBYEN, from page 5

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

residence in the building. Instead, he said he 
believes protective measures are a better and 
cheaper solution than forcing him and others in 
high-risk areas of Nybyen to relocate.

“We’ve been here for quite a while in these 
buildings,” Melander said. “I don’t think it’s 
dangerous. I live in Nybyen and I think it’s 
safe.”

But officials responsible for housing stu-
dents at The University Centre in Svalbard are 

taking the opposite appropriate with the dorms 
adjacent to Gjestehuset 102. Norway’s Arctic 
student union welfare organization (SiTø) 
which owns the building, announced all stu-
dents will be moved to new housing near the 
campus three kilometers away, a move planned 
even before the report was released.

“It is no secret that UNIS wants the stu-
dents to have safe housing, and the long-term 
plan of both SiTø and UNIS is that all students 
will be housed in new facilities close to UNIS,” 

wro te Eva Therese Jensen , a UNIS 
spokeswoman, in an e-mail interview. “Howev-
er, this is not something that is done overnight 
and we cooperate closely with SiTø in develop-
ing plans for new housing. There are several 
factors that need to be in place, such as regula-
tion plans, funding, etc. With this new report 
we hope that these factors will be handled in a 
timely manner.”



"Enquirer of how Santa and Superman co-exist"

Study: One-third fewer polar 
bears by 2050 due to ice melt

The rapidly shrinking and thinning Arctic 
ice sheet means there is a 70 percent chance the  
polar bear population will be reduced by one-
third by 2050, according to a new study by a 
team of researchers. There are currently about 
26,000 polar bears in the Arctic and the overall 
population has remained relatively stable in re-
cent decades – and Svalbard's has risen since 
they became a protected species in 1973 – but 
the study indicates that is likely to change 
rapidly in the future. The Arctic ice sheet set 
another record low in November with a cover-
age area of 9.08 million square kilometers, or 
1.95 million square kilometers less than the av-
erage for the month during the period from 
1981 to 2010, according to the National Snow 
and Ice Data Center in the United States. Øys-
tein Wiig, a professor at the University of Oslo 
who participated in the polar bear study to be 
published in Biology Letters, said in an inter-
view the sea ice now melts one to two weeks 
earlier in the spring in parts of the Arctic. This 
can be critical because the polar bears follow 
the edge of the ice and rely on it during peak 
hunting season. In Svalbard, there was no ice 
along the west coast of Spitsbergen for the first 
time in recorded history due to months of 

record-high temperatures. The researchers note 
it is highly unlikely polar bears will disappear 
completely from the Arctic, asserting there is 
only a seven percent chance the population will 
shrink by more than half by 2050.

– Lantbrukets Affärstidning

Study: Reindeer help protect 
Arctic from climate change

When they are not busy pulling Santa’s 
sleigh, Rudolph and his friends are helping to 
protect the North Pole from climate change, 
scientists have discovered. By eating up Arctic 
shrubs, reindeer make the surface of the ground 
more reflective and increase the amount of so-
lar radiation bouncing back into space. This 
boost in “albedo” – reflectivity of the Earth’s 
surface – is potentially big enough to make a 
difference to the impact of global warming in 
the far north. Lead researcher Dr Mariska te 
Beest, from Umea University in Sweden, said: 
“Our theory was that heavy grazing by reindeer 
increases summer albedo, through a reduction 
in shrub height, abundance and leaf area index 
(LAI). The effect reindeer grazing can have on 
albedo and energy balances is potentially large 
enough to be regionally important. It also 
points towards herbivore management being a 
possible tool to combat future warming. Most 
of the Arctic tundra is grazed by either domesti-

cated or wild reindeer, so this is an important 
finding.” The study combined land surface com-
puter simulations with measurements of albedo 
and vegetation cover in Reisadalen. Reindeer 
activity was estimated by recording levels of 
vegetation trampling and dung collection.

– Phys.org

Climate change: Whales pass 
bears as top Arctic predator

Killer whales and Greenland sharks could 
be replacing polar bears as the Arctic’s top 
predator — and even targeting them as prey — 
as the receding icecap allows them to penetrate 
deep into polar waters. Seals, narwhal and belu-
ga and bowhead whales are facing relentless at-
tacks as the ice that covered Arctic waters for 
much of the year, and which they relied on to 
keep killer whales away, recedes. Greenland 
sharks, which can reach lengths of up to six 
meters, are making their way into some parts of 
Hudson Bay and have approached the shores of 
Svalbard to hunt seals. "Another possibility is 
that polar bears are not just being driven out by 
marine predators but also falling prey to them," 
said Kit Kovacs of the Norwegian Polar Insti-
tute, which has reported finding a polar bear’s 
jaw in a shark’s stomach.

– The Times of London
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See DAILY, page 10

The tables may soon be turning for polar bears and whales in Svalbard as climate change is changing the rules for the circle of life, according to scientists.
HEIKO KÜHR



Norway's oil fund sheds yet 
more companies linked to coal

Norway's sovereign wealth fund, the 
world's largest, has barred 15 more companies 
linked to coal operations, most of them Ameri-
can and Asian, the Norwegian central bank said 

on Wednesday. Norway's parliament voted in 
June 2015 to pull the fund out of coal, requiring 
it to sell its holdings in mining and power com-
panies that generate more than 30 percent of 
their output or revenue from the polluting fossil 
fuel due to its environmental impact. Currently 
worth around 7.53 trillion kroner (835.6 billion 
euros, $869.3 billion), the fund first barred 52 
companies and subsidiaries in April, most of 
them from the United States and China, such as 

China Coal Energy, AES, and Peabody Energy, 
the biggest U.S. coal producer. On Wednesday 
it added 15 more companies and subsidiaries to 
the list, including five from the US, three from 
Japan and two from China. Eleven other com-
panies have been placed on observation. "Fur-
ther exclusions will follow in 2017," said the 
central bank, which is tasked with managing 
the fund fueled by Norway's state oil revenues.

– Phys.org
  The range of research conducted on Svalbard this year 

has been expanded considerably. In particular, the construc-
tion of a cryospheric monitoring site based on the Circumpo-
lar Active Layer Monitoring (CALM) standards is underway 
near Barentsburg; random ice observations on Nordenskiöld 
Glacier have given way to long-term monitoring; and the 
first long-term hydrological monitoring program covering all 
stages of the hydrological cycle in Gronfjorden Bay and 
rivers in its basin has been launched.to.

– CNN

Photos of glacier taken 75 years apart 
show vast melting

Two pictures of a Svalbard glacier taken 75 years apart 
reveal an enormous loss of ice, as well as a trend occurring 
elsewhere in the archipelago, according to Hanne Hammer 
Stien, general manger of the Polar Museum in Tromsø. "It's 
one thing is to hear someone talk about the ice melting and 
disappearing," he said. "It's something completely different 
to see it in black and white as with these images." The first 
photo of Gullybreen in Magdalenefjorden was taken in 1937, 
the second in 2012 by  photographer and historian Tyrone 
Martinsson as part of an exhibition at the museum until Jan-
uary showing historic photos of Svalbard compared to mod-

Page 10 December 20, 2016

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

SATURDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 9

FRIDAY
Norway has ridded itself of 67 companies linked to coal operations, but continues to support mining in Svalbard and the possible reopening of Svea.

THOR BJØRN ARLOV / NTNU & UNIS

SATURDAY
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icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard
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Dec. 21
6 p.m.: Movie: "Rogue One: A Star Wars 
Story," U.S. adventure/sci-fi, ages 12 
and up. Kulturhuset.
Dec. 24
2 and 4 p.m.: Christmas Eve Mass. 
Svalbard Church.
Dec. 25
Noon: Christmas Mass. Svalbard Church.
Dec. 26
5 p.m.: Movie: "Snekker Andersen og 
Julenissen," Norwegian family film, all 
ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Hundreogettåringen 
Som Stakk Fra Regningen og Forsvant," 
Swedish adventure/comedy, ages 12 and 
up. Kulturhuset.
Dec. 28
5 p.m.: Christmas tress party, featuring 
food, songs, dance, trivia contest and 
other activities. Svalbard Church.
6 p.m.: Movie: "Dyrene i 
Hakkebakkeskogen," Norwegian 
animated/children's film, all ages. 
Kulturhuset.
Dec. 29
7 p.m.: Kundalini Yoga Workshop. 
Kulturhuset (use back entrance).
Jan. 1
5 p.m.: Movie: "Dyrene i 
Hakkebakkeskogen," Norewegian 
animated, all ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Agnus Dei," French/
Polish drama, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Jan. 4
6 p.m.: Movie: "Shelly," German horror, 
ages 15 and up. Kulturhuset.
Jan. 8
5 p.m.: Movie: "My Neighbor Totoro," 
Japanese animated/adventure, all ages. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Assassin's Creed," U.S. 
action/adventure, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Obama bans Arctic drilling, but so what?
● Canada also freezes drilling for a year
● Ice melt linked to global housing crash 
● Witch hunt by Trump of climate workers? 

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

Gathering green
Adult school, birds, aging mine 
facilities among latest to get 
environmental protection grants

Longyearbyen students perform 
a variety of aerobatics and 
gymnastics during Sirkus 
Svalnardo's performance of 
"Grüvas Indrë" ("Inside the 
Mine") Saturday at Kulturhuset. 
The holiday-themed performance 
is among the many events that 
have taken place in November 
and December celebrating the 
100-year anniversary of Store 
Norske. Photos by Mark 
Sabbatini / Icepeople.

ELISABETH KADDAN / SYSSELMANNEN

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Svalbard will likely see “an almost com-
plete deglaciation” of many of its inland areas 
by the year 2100, with virtually all land-termi

Giving lots of coal for Christmas


