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Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloudy with snow 
at times, moderate winds and 
temperatures of about -10C.

Full forecast page 3

Late update: 12 
apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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A Store Norske worker lays flowers at the base of a memorial honoring the 124 people killed on the job during an unveiling ceremony this week. 

Light Christmas
Traditional celebrations offer chilly comfort to offset the darkness

A twin-dock floating pier, seen here in an artist's 
illustration, is being proposed for Longyearbyen.

Community celebrates Store Norske’s 100th birthday with mourning, mirth and many memories

See SNSK, page 9

https://us-
mg6.mail.yahoo.c
om/neo/
launch?.rand=epm
v8hf4ja5bp#
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Related coverage:
• Letters to the Future: grope and change...7
• Fleeing Svalbard is easy – sort of……....11

See HOLIDAY, page 4
Longyearbyen youths circle the town's Christmas 
tree during the lighting ceremony Sunday.
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Considering the past year has had perhaps 
a few too many surprises – and two other major 
commemorations this month have darker notes 

– perhaps it's a good thing this year's beginning 
of Christmas season celebration on Sunday 
didn't hold any surprises.

Kids mailed letters to Santa. Shortly after 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It’s a birthday party that began in the dark 
and bitter cold, with attendees remembering 
the most tragic moments of the past 100 years. 

But soon afterward there was plenty of warm 
merriment, not to mention outright ridicule.

The many moods will continue over a 
three-day period as Longyearbyen residents, 
former employees and a sizable collection of 

VIPs celebrate Store Norske’s 100th birthday. 
The emotions reflect the history of the mining 
company that has been the identity and eco-
nomic foundation of the town during virtually 
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Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We’re still trying to normalize our brains 
After Trump, but as it turns out maybe Sval-
bard should breathe a sigh of relief because 
Crooked Hillary’s e-mail scandal extends all 
the way up here, according to Wikileaks. The 
exchange happened when Clinton was visiting 
Norway in 2012 to discuss Arctic policy and 
her staff started exchanging panicked mes-
sages about an article “just posted in 
English-language rag, Aftenposten English” 
with the headline “HILLARY SNUBS 
JONAS ON SVALBARD.” The opening para-
graph declares “fresh off of securing American 
support for Norway’s claim in a dispute Russia 
under the Svalbard Treaty, Foreign Minister 
Jonas Stoere had a rude shock when Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton declined to reaffirm 
that support in a press conference today.” The 
article then goes on to quote various officials 
about whether the declaration means the U.S. 
might let Russia run roughshod over the 
archipelago. The aides, meanwhile, are ponder-
ing things like who authorized campaign folks 
to speak and how to do damage control. Of 
course, as folks familiar with Norwegian media 
may have figured out, there’s something amiss: 
Aftenposten English ceased publication in 2008. 
A little further probing revealed other minor 
hitches, such as the reporter being a member of 
the non-existent “Centre of Peace and Security 
Studies in Bergen.” As it turns out, a senior 
campaign aide decided to send the fake story to 
an aide, who got tipped off in advance by a 
third party who advised her to treat it seriously 
to “turn the tables on him.” Presumably “lock 
her up” types will see the waste of government 

resources as the real scandal behind the fake 
one, but we’re more dismayed that 1) working 
for Clinton is so mind-boggling dull this is how 
they spent their time even on a visit to Norway 
and 2) they’re so mind-boggling dull this is 
their idea of a practical joke…Still, it’s easy to 
image Trump declaring (for real) that the Sval-
bard Treaty means the archipelago belongs to 
the leader who does the most winning, which is 
why the t-shirt above seems like the ideal 
Christmas gift for those struggling to figure 
out what to give those who re struggling. It’s 
a legit product from one of those create-and-
sell.your-own sites (and, no, we didn’t come up 
with, although we wish we had). Svalbard, as 
we’ve noted a few times already, is recom-
mended as one of about a half dozen places 
U.S. residents can flee to in the new post-truth 
era and, if you can deal with the eccentricities, 
it’s probably the easiest of the options. At least 
for now – at least one person who saw a men-
tion of this on a local Facebook page suggested 
it might be time to build a wall.

Strange passing reference of the week: “I’d rather live in Svalbard 
than near a busy roundabout,” in a review of the 2016 Bentley Mul-
sanne Speed published in the Sunday Times of London.…

…
man cruisers and submarines that were 
325 nordic countries, 64 in Norway, food (40 points), service (20 

points), beverages (20 
points) and setting/atmosphere (20 points). 
Very Fine level (below global masters level and masters level, 

above fine level
19. Spitsbergen Hotel, Funktionäramässen, 29/74
22. Huset 28/73

Aftenposten interviewed nine U.S. citizens who just want the 
election to be over.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Best to be lucky and good

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

PRIVATE
A photographer who took this photo of a polar bear on a large iceberg in Svalbard is this year's 
winner of a lifetime achievement award presented by a Swedish magazine. Anders Andersson, a 
businesses journalist who has also been taking photos for 40 years, told Sveriges Tidskrifters "I 
had a lot of damn luck" capturing the photo in September of 2015. The photo and other work by 
Andersson can be seen at tinyurl.com/zng8ctt.

Anger management: How to ensure everyone in 
a deeply divided country despises you dearly.

ANDERS ANDERSSON

MOMANDPOPTEESHOP.COM
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. SW winds to 35 
km/h. High -6C (-12C wind 
chill), low -10C (-15C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 18 
km/h. High -10C (-14C wind 
chill), low -12C (-16C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Partly cloudy. NW winds to 18 
km/h. High -9C (-14C wind 
chill), low -12C (-17C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, snow, -4C (-9C), -7C (-12C), light 0:00h; Monday, snow, -5C (-10C), -9C (-15C), light 0:00h; Tuesday, 
cloudy, -10C (-15C), -14C (-19C), light 0:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, -14C (-20C), -16C (-21C), light 0:00h

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 15 
km/h. High -11C (-16C wind 
chill), low -14C (-18C wind 
chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Help solve the mystery: Why 
did all these Arctic cod die?

Pål Remen came across a shocking sight 
Monday morning when he discovered a large 
number of dead Arctic cod just above the high 
tide mark along the shore of the coal pier. 
“Perhaps there is a natural explanation behind 
this,” he wrote in a e-mail to Svalbardposten, 
providing the newspaper with photos from the 
shore. “Can you help?” Svalbardposten is ask-
ing readers to provide any tips in the com-
ments section of the article published about 
the incident, by e-mail at info@svalbard-
posten.no or by phone at 7902 4700.

Government ignored locals 
in artist residency process 

An artists’ residency program announced 
in June by Norway’s Ministry of Culture 
didn’t include local and regional officials in 
the planning process, leading to doubts about 
– among other things – the future of existing 
local residency programs. “First and foremost, 
I am surprised that we are not involved in the 
work, but I’m even more surprised that North 
Norwegian Art Museum is not included,” said 
Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen. “That was 
where we thought our local roots lay.” The 
museum –at the moment a single-room facili-
ty inside Svalbard Museum – is a branch of 
the main Tromsø art museum and has hosted 
several residencies and exhibits during the 
past couple of years. Galleri Svalbard also has 
a limited residency program, offering dis-
counted living accommodations temporarily 
to artists working on projects. Next year’s 
proposed state budget requests 2.5 million 
kroner for the ministry’s residency program, 
causing those involved in the current pro-
grams to worry their requests for funding will 
be reduced or denied.

Worwise impair the upgrades, which 
include the installation of LED runway 
lights and smoothing out the surface.

 

 

Government proposes giving 
Store Norske 244M kr. more in 
funding, loans to cope with debt

The mining facility at Taubanesentralen is one of the sites Store Norske is hoping to lure tourists.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

STORE NORSKE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It might not be the gift Store Norske wants, 
but it’s apparently the gift the company needs 
on its 100th birthday as the Norwegian govern-
ment is proposing giving the company an addi-
tional 244 million kroner in funding and loans 
to allow the company to refinance existing 
debt.

“We have previously made it clear to Par-
liament that Store Norske might need more 
money this year to meet obligations at the min-
ing company at the end of the year,” said Min-
ister of Trade and Industry Monica Mæland in a 
prepared statement Friday. “We are now re-
questing this. The proposal will contribute to 
the ability of Mine 7 to continue operating, and 
the allow the operating pause at Svea and 
Lunckefjell to be continued in 2017.”

A total of 100 million kroner will be a loan 
secured by the company’s residential 
properties, according to the statement.

“We believe an agreement with the bank is 
preferable to an uncertain situation in the min-
ing company,” Mæland said.

Store Norske, which celebrates its 100th 
birthday on Nov. 30 (official and unofficial 
events are planned the following day), has been 
the economic cornerstone for Longyearbyen for 
virtually the town’s entire history. Bu the com-

pany has undergone a massive downsizing dur-
ing the past two years due to a crisis caused by 
a collapse in coal prices, laying off all but about 
100 people from a workforce that was 400 only 
a few years ago and halting nearly all of its coal 
mining.

Parliament approved a 500-million-kroner 
bailout package in 2015 to stave off 
bankruptcy, but the company’s woes continued 
and it again found itself verging on the edge of 
insolvency. Mæland proposed this year giving 
the company up to 749 million kroner over a 
four-year period to suspend operations at Svea 
and Lunckefjell – but maintain the mines – for 
a few years in the hope coal prices recover.

Prices have almost doubled since April, ris-
ing from $45 a ton then to $85 a ton in early 
November, with a long-term forecast of $70 a 
ton. Store Norkse Administrative Director 
Wenche Ravlo stated earlier this fall the com-
pany needs prices of $65-$70 a ton to break 
even, but there are other factors – such as costs 
of restarting operations – that must be weighed 
when determining if the mines should reopen.

Store Norske’s future was also the subject 
of considerable debate in Parliament this week 
as lawmakers debated a revised “white paper” 
outlining policy goals for Svalbard. The pro-
pose revision, drafted three years ahead of 
schedule due to the coal crisis, was criticized 
for lacking specifics about the company’s fu-
ture role in the archipelago and the government 
is being asked to provide such recommenda-

tions before Parliament votes on whether to 
approve the new white paper next spring.
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Landslide warning 
issued to hikers

A 

Longyearbyen Community recalls that 
everyone is responsible for their own safety out 
and about.

These days there is a part landslides around, 
so pay attention.

We ask you to pay special attention to the 
area north of sarcophagus (where the path 
toward sarcophagus - Lars Breen runs), here 
have big soil slid out in recent weeks. When 
masses slipping out it means that the 
permafrost thaws further down, which may 
cause new landslides. 

icepeople

is now the first newspaper in Europe to be 
accepted as a full member of the Association of 
Alternative Newsmedia. That means a whole new 
global audience will be looking to Svalbard – and 
what it might have to offer those who visit. Tell 
them what you have with our extremely affordable 
print and website advertising, designed either by 
you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 
for details.

Tradition offers cold comfort
A youth places a letter to Santa in a custom-built mailbox beneath Mine 2B during a torchlight procession from Huset to the center of Longyearbyen. The 
procession is part of a series of annual events on the first Sunday of Advent, which also include a midday feast, lighting of the tree and gifts from Santa.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

HOLIDAY, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

they got gifts from Santa and knew what they 
were before opening (candy, the same as every 
year). Young and old carried torches in the cold 
polar night from Huset to Longyearbyen's cen-
tral square for the annual tree-lighting ceremo-
ny. Once the lights were on they performed the 
annual circular dances and songs around the 

tree whose size – as usually seems to be the 
case – will not make other towns green with 
envy (still, it's notably lusher than what main-
land media dubbed Norway's worst tree in his-
tory a couple of years ago).

The comforting celebrations came a few 
days before three days of events marking Store 
Norske's 100th birthday, where both sorrows 

and successes were relived by a community 
now facing an uncertain future due to the com-
pany's decline. And just before Christmas, a 
gathering observing the one-year anniversary of 
the avalanche last Dec. 19 that killed two peo-
ple and destroyed 11 homes in planned.



Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

Positive outlook
Record-shattering year means Svalbard’s average temperature may be above freezing for first time 

EVA THERESE JENSSEN / UNIS
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See WARMING, page 6

A chart shows temperatures in Longyearbyen this year and how they compare to subsurface temperatures more aligned with the historical average.

UNIS

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It’s not quite as mind blowing as the North 
Pole being 20 degrees Celsius above normal 
this fall, but the freakish temperatures that have 
caused so many problems in Svalbard this year 
may result an annual average temperature 
above freezing for the first time in the 
archipelago’s history, scientists said Friday.

The prediction came on the same day an 
international report was released stating the 
Arctic is perched on the edge of fundamental 
social and environmental change as it faces 19 
tipping points ranging from loss of summer sea 
ice to the slow creep of shrubs and trees across 
the tundra.

The normal yearly average at Svalbard Air-
port is minus 6.7 degrees Celsius, said Ketil 
Isaksen of the Norwegian Meterological Insti-
tute. The warmest year until now was 2006, 
when the average temperature was minus 1.8 
degrees, but he predicts this year’s average will 
be about zero degrees.

“This is a little bit shocking,” Isaksen said 
in a prepared statement. “If you had asked me 
five or 10 years ago, I could not have imagined 
such numbers in 2016.”

“Svalbard is a very good spot to show 
what’s happening in the Arctic at the moment,” 
he said, noting that each of the past 73 months 
has been warmer than average.

Numerous monthly and daily heat and pre-
cipitation records were set this year, causing 
widespread problems for both people and 
wildlife. There was no sea ice in western Spits-
bergen for polar bears to hunt from – which 
may have resulted in some encounters with hu-
mans as the animals were forced to search for 

food elsewhere. Expeditions hoping to reach 
the North Pole encountered their most disas-
trous year ever due to a mixture of politics and 
ice runways at the base camp that kept 
cracking.

Erosion and softening permafrost have 
forced some Longyearbyen residents from their 
homes, including 30 residents of an apartment 
on unstable soil permanently evacuated in 
February and the owner of a coastal cabin who 
is among several who may be forced to move 
the structures inland save them. The worst land-
slides in more than 40 years hit Longyearbyen 
this fall due to heavy rain beginning in July and 
a failure of the mountains around town to solid-
ify below the freezing point.

“Daily average temperatures measured at 
Svalbard Airport over October and November 
have been between around five and 13 degrees 

Celsius above the long-term (1981-2010) aver-
age,” said Ed Blockley, manager of the Met Of-
fice Polar Climate Office, in a statement at the 
agency’s website. “The daily maximum and 
minimum temperatures recorded over Novem-
ber have also been higher than normal and have 
been close to record November highs for about 
half of the month so far.”

In addition, rising temperatures in the Arc-
tic are affecting permafrost and snow cover as 
well as the amount of sea ice, which this year 
was the second-lowest on record. Isaksen said 
the sea ice is building up much slower than nor-
mal as winter approaches.

“There are still huge areas in the Barents 
Sea and Kara Sea to the east of Svalbard that 
are free of ice,” he said. “They should normally 
be ice-covered.”

Basecamp sinking, cracking up
More buildings likely to face problems due to thawing permafrost

A portion of the Basecamp hotel has sunk 15 centimeters and sustained damage due to 
softening permafrost, a problem likely to affect other buildings in the future, Svalbardposten 
reported Friday.

Staff noticed structural problems such as cracks and uneven surfaces in June, Basecampe 
General Manager Brita Gundersen told the newspaper. She said three rooms are currently not 
being used due to uncertainties about the possibility of further damage.

"The building has sunk 15 centimeters," she said. "It was jacked up seven centimeters but 
stubbornly and quickly went back down."

Arne Instanes, a geotechnical engineering professor and consultant, said other buildings 30 
years or older that are on foundations of wood pilings are at risk of similar problems.

"My assessment is that if the buildings are not renovated, then you have to expect more 
damage to the buildings in the future."



'Tipping points' already here
A portion of Aventdalen just past the dog kennels on the outskirts of town is flooded nearly to the road due to heat and heavy rain in early January.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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WARMING, from page 5
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Scientists assert the loss of sea ice acceler-
ates warming because ice reflects sunlight back 
into space while the darker surface of the ocean 
absorbs most of the radiation.

Several studies show the world as a whole 
is on track for a new heat record this year, with 
the El Nino weather phenomenon adding to the 
underlying warming trend.

But for another group of scientists, it’s the 
long-term effects that are most alarming – and 
many are probably irreversible.

The report defining 19 climate change tip-
ping points is based on a five-year study com-
piled by a team of scientists working with the 
Arctic Council and issued by the Stockholm 
Environment Institute. It states some of those 
tipping points – such as the collapse of the 
Greenland ice sheet or the end of ocean cur-
rents that govern Europe’s climate – can likely 
be avoided if Earth’s overall temperature in-
creases are limited to two degrees Celsius.

But most of the threats are already appear-
ing, according to the report. And some are like-
ly to lead to a new normal, even if countries 
manage to control climate change.

“The signs of change are everywhere in the 
Arctic: Temperatures nearly 20 degrees Celsius 

above the seasonal average are being registered 
over the Arctic Ocean. Summer sea-ice cover 
has hit new record lows several times in the 
past decade. Infrastructure built on permafrost 
is sinking as the ground thaws underneath,” the 
institute stated in a press release news accom-

panying the report.
The report is hailed as the first comprehen-

sive assessment of ecosystems and societies in 
the Arctic.

A series of cracks in the ice runway at the Barneo ice camp temporarily halts flights in April. The 
camp was plagued by such problems throughout the expedition season due to high temperatures.

RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY



Alternate reality
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Get ready to see a lot more slow-motion dogsledding shots as the second season of "Svalbard: Life on the Edge" will be shot entirely during peak season.
BBC EARTH

Rant: Yes, they're really doing season two of 'Svalbard: Life on the Edge' – that's (gasp) a good thing

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

I have come not to praise, but to bury the 
show on many occasions during the past year. 
But it's clearly Not Dead Yet (sorry, I just dis-
covered the existence of a Lego remake of 
"Monthy Python And The Quest For The Holy 
Grail"), I Assur (capital of Assyria, may Sir 
Robin rest in peace) you I will embrace the 
spawning of a second season with a shimmer-
ing soul.

(No, there won't be any further such refer-
ences, so feel free to read on without swallow-
ing in distaste.)

Both excitement and dread are being ex-
pressed by Longyearbyen residents upon hear-
ing the BBC Earth reality TV series "Svalbard: 
Life on the Edge" ("Ice Town: Life on the 
Edge" outside of Norway) will be filming a 
second season. Many supporters are enjoying 
seeing neighbors they know (or are getting to 
know) and relishing the exposure  the show is 
giving to potential visitors. Detractors are legit-
imately pointing out numerous errors obvious 
to anyone living here (presenting spring scenes 
as happening in fall, for example) as well as the 
constant tendency to exaggerate this as an ex-
treme community of off-the-grid oddballs.

But as probably the harshest public critic of 
the series (mostly because I'm in it and have the 
fishwrapper to voice my views through an ego-
inflated megaphone), this isn't about reliving 
grievances. It's about why a second season is a 

good thing – and how the execs can make it 
more so when they begin scouting for "stars" 
during a two-week trip that began last Friday:

• Enough people elsewhere found it engag-
ing enough for the BBC to do a second season. 
I figured there was no way they'd make money, 
given the immense time and costs, for a reality 
show on an obscure cable channel. As is often 
the case, apparently I was wrong. Of course, 
maybe I should have been tipped off by the 
enormous number of people seeking me out for 
selfies and interviews since the series began 
(not to mention the website traffic). Being a 
journalist, the only bias I can advocate is that 
more awareness of Svalbard and appreciation 
of its uniqueness is a good thing. But it will ob-
viously have impacts others – the tourism in-
dustry especially – will see as beneficial.

• Showing all the aspects of Svalbard 
missed last season. This is the big one – big 
enough I could break it into several categories. 
But I'll try to cram them all into a few short 
sentences. Actually, no I won't:

• Seeing totally different types of residents 
who are cornerstones of the community. De-
spite filming of season one happening as Store 
Norske was almost entirely shutting down, 
there are no coal miners featured even for an 
episode. A second season means they can fea-
ture one of the few survivors at Mine 7 or one 
of the maintenance workers at Svea (which 
might also be a tourist destination during film-
ing). Considering the sharp rise in coal prices 

lately, that could be a very interesting story in-
deed for a presumed-dead industry.

• Seeing the settlements beyond Longyear-
byen. This is somewhat tied to the above men-
tion. In some e-mails with show producers I of-
fered few names, but many general concepts, 
such as folks from Barentsburg, Ny-Ålesund, 
Hornsund and Bjørnøya, even if only for an 
episode or two.

• Less mushing. More real life. Look, none 
of us are idiots. Scenes of dogsledding are far 
more gripping than government bureaucrats in 
a room talking (in Norwegian) about landslide 
and avalanche threats that may force hundreds 
of us from our homes permanently. But finding 
someone who can't keep viewers updated on 
what's happening? Totally possible.

• Closing narratives on season one charac-
ters. It turns out the show plans to continue 
showing some of them along with adding new 
characters (and it appears they'll have fewer 
main characters and follow their lives in greater 
detail). There are definitely season one folks 
with unfinished storylines. Christina and Grace 
have moved into their off-the-grid cabin, Ben-
jamin Vidmar's Polar Permaculture project may 
be booming, and Wiggo keep branching out his 
tour offerings. I can't imagine there's a bad side 
to offering those updates. Also, they could res-
urrect footage of Svalbard Bryggeri guru 
Robert Johanssen (maybe as part of something 
showing  those trying to bring small businesses 

See SEQUEL, page 8
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• Quality gold, silver and diamonds at very good prices

• Distinctive watches, scarves and leather handbags

• Diverse selection of  Svalbard souvenirs

• Located in Lompensenteret in the center of  town

We look forward to seeing you!

Gems from a small, independent 
jewelry store as unique as Svalbard

+47 7902 1816 • post@gullgruva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Gullgruva Arctic Design

Polar Permaculture founder Bemjamin Vidmar, center left, is one of the characters who may return for a second season of "Svalbard: Life on the Edge."

New, old characters for second season

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

SEQUEL, from page 7

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

here as part of our economic future – telemar-
keting and that insanely expensive glacier 
water, for example).

• Showing what happens in Svalbard be-
yond spring. This is listed last because it's al-

ready been deep-sixed. The second season will 
begin filming in January and wrap up at the end 
of May. OK, I get that five months of filming is 
cheaper than eight, especially since not much of 
what they shot between October and December 
during the first season was aired. I also totally 

get not spending the summer here with the 
cruise tourists, which is my least favorite time 
of the year since we largely degrade into just 
another stop on their voyage.

offering ??? But I could totally see a 
season that includes the final week or so, 
the return of locals and new university 
students (filming their survival training 
could be most of an episode), and all the 
fall and winter happenings overlooked in 
the first season. Not to mention actually 
being here during the holidays and film-
ing events such as the 100th birthday of 
Store Norske and the one-year anniver-
sary of the avalanche last December.

 

 

 

 

Gavin Schmidt, a climate scientist 
and director of NASA's Goddard Insti-
tute for Space Studies, which studies the 
changing atmosphere, says that it won't 
be simple for Trump to purge federal 
agencies of climate researchers during 
his presidency.

"Chopping off science just to pre-
vent people from talking about climate 
change won't work," Schmidt told Busi-
ness Insider. "You need science for haz-
ards, for weather forecasting, and cli-
mate comes along for the ride."

"During the [George W.] Bush ad-
ministration we had climate skeptics 
rewriting reports and trying to control 
what's said to the media," he said. "But 
the planet kept warning. We kept report-
ing on it. We kept improving the science 
that underlies our understanding of why 
it's changing. And we will work to con-
tinue to do so."

If there was a campaign to censor or 
publish bad climate science under 
Trump, Schmidt said that outside re-



Surviving the struggles
Jovna Dunfjell and Eivind Trondsen engage in harmonious and heated bargaining during a revue show at Huset as part of Store Norske's 100th birthday.

The property near Longyearbyen may contain 20 million tons of coal – but mining it may be unfeasible.
NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

See LETTERS, page 11

SNSK, from page 1

Store Norske miners descend from Mine 1, left, during its operational days. The mine was destroyed by an explosion in 1920 that killed 26 workers. At 
right, modern-day employees search for familiar and historic names on a monument unveiled Thursday honoring the 124 people killed on the job.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLEUNKNOWN

its entire existence.
That dominance resulted in the community 

as a whole toiling to keep the proverbial ma-
chine running, celebrating roughly when the 
coal dust was washed off and mourning col-
leagues who lost their lives in accidents. Hun-
dreds again came together Thursday afternoon 
(Dec. 1, reflecting a delayed presstime) beneath 
Mine 1A for the unveiling of a memorial fea-
turing the names of the 124 workers who lost 
their lives on the job.

“It is with reverence, respect and great sad-
ness that we have undertaken the task of unveil-
ing the memorial,” said Frank Jakobsen before 
he and his brother, Bengt, removed the cloth 
covering the 2.4-meter-high monument. Their 

brother, Geir, was killed by a boulder in 1991 
in Mine 3.

"This is very important," Frank Jakobsen 
told NRK. "Previously, there existed lists of 
those who perished. For us this is a place to 
come to commemorate, light candles and leave 
flowers."

Jakobsen and other speakers recounted key 
moments in Store Norske’s history during the 
45-minute ceremony where the temperature 
was minus 11 degrees Celsius. Among them 
was an explosion in 1920 that destroyed the 
mine and killed 26 workers, the biggest loss of 
life in the company’s history.

Dozens of current and former employees, 
community and political leaders, and others 
placed candles and flowers at the base of the 

memorial while the Store Norske Men’s Choir 
sang after the unveiling. A minute of silence 
and a cannon salute concluded the ceremony.

The landmark anniversary comes only a 
couple of months after Store Norske officially 
ceased nearly all mining operations after laying 
off most of its employees due to a coal price 
crisis that nearly bankrupted the company. The 
company itself is therefore keeping its birthday 
activities subdued, but local residents who 
joined together to host tributary celebrations 
say the company will remain a dominant com-
munity influence even if its mining days are 
largely in the past.

“Every business that is here comes from 
Store Norske,” said Anne Lise Sandvik, one of 

See SNSK, page 11
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AT HUSET, THURSDAY, DEC. 1, 7 P.M.

HARVEST FESTIVAL

Director: Birgitte Røed Jonsrud ✭ Producer: Anne Lise K. Sandvik  Lights: Kyrre S. Fledsberg ✭ Sound: Didrik Paulsen

WELCOME TO A CELEBRATION PERFORMANCE BY LONGYEARBYEN'S CULTURAL COMMUNITY

AT HUSET, FRIDAY, DEC. 2, 8 P.M.

EVENTS ARE SPONSORED BY

WELCOME TO A FALL FEAST AND CELEBRATION THE TRADITIONAL STORE NORSKE WAY

Tickets can be purchased for 100 kr. each via eBillet (at www.lokalstyre.no) and at Rabalder Café and Bakery

100 YEARS AND (ALMOST) NOTHING FORGOTTEN
STORE NORSKE IN REVUE

SMORGASBORD, MERRIMENT AND DANCING TO THE MUSIC OF "SLAMPAN" ✭ 400 KR.
RESERVATIONS FOR SMORGASBORD AT BOOKING@HUSET.COM OR TEL. 79 02 50 02.

POST-DINNER PARTY AND DANCE BEGINS AT 10 P.M. ADMISSION 150 KR. AT THE DOOR 



Key dates in history
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Role in a post-coal future?

Fireworks saluting Store Norke's 100th birthday, left, explode Thursday night above Longyearbyen. At right, Anne Lise Sandvik performs a risqué song 
during the revue show at Huset. Most of the celebratory events were organized by community members due to the company's struggling finances.

See LETTERS, page 12

ROGER ZAHL ØDEGÅRD / LONGYEARBYEN LOKALSTYRE

SNSK, from page 9

The following is excerpted from Store 
Norske's official history summary (online at 
tinyurl.com/hatmu6l):

1916: Store Norske Spitsbergen Kulkom-
pani Aktieselskap is formed at a statutory 
general meeting in Oslo on Nov. 30.

1920: Coal dust explosion on in Mine 1 
kills 26 people on Jan. 3.

1925: Norway assumes sovereignty of 
Svalbard on Aug. 14.

1934: Agreement reached with govern-
ment to purchase the Svea mine.

1941: The inhabitants of Longyearbyen 
are evacuated to Scotland on Sept. 2.

1943: The battleship Scharnhorst and 
two German destroyers attack Longyearbyen 
on Sept. 8. The town is destroyed, but Sver-
drupbyen, Mine 1 and most of the settlement 
are untouched by the attack.

1944: Svea is burned to the ground by 
German U-boat personnel.

1952: Explosion in Mine 2 kills six peo-
ple in January.

1953: Landslide at Haugen kills three 

people and destroys several buildings on June 
11.

1959: Mine 5 mine begins operations.
1969: On July 31, the cargo ship M/S 

Wenny capsizes north of Andøya, killing nine 
people. Mine 6 begins operations.

1971: Mine 3 begins operations.
1976: Parliament approves funds for a 

government takeover of the privately owned 
shares in the company.

1980: At the request of Norges Bank, the 
company ceases production of its own “betal-
ingsmerke” (wage voucher, also known as 
Spitsbergen money).

1998: Mine 3 ceases operations.
2002: For the first year since the begin-

ning of the 1970s, coal mining operations 
make a profit.

2005: Fire breaks out in the main gallery 
in Svea Nord on July 30. A major effort to 
put out the fire and re-open the mine goes on 
for the rest of the year.

2016: All operations but Mine 7 suspend-
ed Oct. 1.

the lead organizers of the celebrations.
Among the "non-official" events was an in-

vitation-only gathering at Huset after the 
memorial dedication for Store Norske employ-
ees, community and industry leaders, and a del-
egation of officials from various ministries 
whose work involves the company.

That was followed by a variety show 
whose title translates in English to “Store 
Norske in Revue: 100 Years and (Almost) 
Nothing Forgotten” that feature highlight per-
formances from largely satirical revues that 
have been staged annually during the past 19 
years.

Also planned is a Harvest Festival celebra-
tion at 8 p.m. Friday at Huset featuring a smor-
gasbord and dancing to live music by the band 
Slampan. Sandvik said the event is modeled af-
ter similar celebrations the company used to 
host every year after the final cargo ship depart-
ed for the year.

Store Norske is also offering at open day at 
Mine 3 – one of many facilities where mining 
has ceased that the company hopes to revive as 
a tourist attraction – from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday.

Scheduled events include:

• A memorial for the 124 
Store Norske workers killed on 
the job will be unveiled at 3:30 
p.m. Thursday beneath Mine 1A. 
An explosion that destroyed the 
mine in 1920 killed 26 workers, 
the biggest loss of life in the com-
pany’s history.

• A

SOPHIE CORDON

Store Norske workers build a mine trestle, left, at Taubanebukker in 1959. The trestle and others around Longyearbyen are now being refurbished 
because their foundations are unstable due to decay. At right, a trio of children await the arrival of the first ship of the coal mining season in 1955.

ERLING J. NØDTVEDT / COURTESY OF SVALBARD MUSEUM

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.



I'm paying you 20 
kroner to read 
this newspaper

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 
Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

(perhaps my ego is big, but not that big)

Does this look like a guy with money to burn?
I've done this for nearly eight years as a labor of love for 
Svalbard. But the growing size of this fishwrapper (each 

photocopied sheet of paper costs five kroner) and the 
growing readership simply means I'm going bankrupt faster. 

Help me to keep my shabby shirt on my back (you really 
don't want to see me without it) by donating to our tip jar or 
making a one-time donation of any amount at icepeople.net.

And if you're feeling less than charitable, I'm even willing to do honest work:
Incompetent in

"cod Norwegian"

Insanely competent in English

Translation, editing and design of:
Reports, theses, CVs, brochures 

websites, ads and whatever
(Do I really have to put my contact details here again?)
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"Hoping these aren't false news bits since 2016"

Illegal fishing trial may affect 
sovereignty of sea shelf

The trial of a skipper from Lithuania ac-
cused of illegally catching more than 80 tones 
of snow crab in the Barents Sea Loophole may 
have far-reaching consequences for who has 
sovereignty and commercial rights in the 
region. "This is a case that is about Norway's 
sovereignty of the Norwegian shelf," said Stig 
Flått, commanding officer of the Norwegian 
Coast Guard's Fram, who attended the first day 
of the trial Tuesday. "Whatever is decided here 
can have an impact on how we have control of 
the Norwegian shelf in the future." The loop-
hole in the Barents Sea is considered interna-
tional waters. The sea area is more than 200 
nautical miles outside the Norwegian and Rus-
sian mainland border. Therefore the loophole is 
outside both countries' fisheries protection zone 
and economic zone. The same situation exists 
in a loophole located between mainland Nor-
way, Jan Mayen, Svalbard, Iceland and the 
Faroe Islands. Nevertheless, the Norwegian au-
thorities assert Norway has full or partial 
sovereignty of the seabed in these areas, includ-

ing resources such as oil and gas. The prosecu-
tor in the trial, Thomas Eliassen Darell, is rely-
ing on a commission of the United Nations 
which has set limits for the Norwegian conti-
nental shelf that stretch far north of Svalbard. 
The European Union disputes Norway's posi-
tion. In an informal draft, the EU states Sval-
bard has its own continental shelf, which means 
that other countries have the right to exploit the 
resources there – which would include the fish-
ing by the skipper from Lithuania.

– NRK

Norway, Russia reviving talks 
on Svalbard, other issues

A Russian minister in streets of the Norwe-
gian capital has been a rare sight over the last 
years. This week, however, was different. 
Sergey Donskoy, the Minister of Natural Re-
sources, shuttled between government offices. 
After a visit to Vidar Helgesen, the Norwegian 
Minister of Climate and Environment on Sun-
day, Donskoy met with the Norwegian Minster 
of Petroleum and Energy Tord Lien and Moni-
ca Mæland, the Minister of Industry and Trade. 

According to Donskoy, the meeting with Mæl-
and included not only talks on trade, but also on 
issues related to aquaculture development, reg-
ulation of wild salmon stocks in the countries’ 
border areas and various issues related to Sval-
bard. "We want a good neighborly relationship 
with Russia, and not the least in the north 
where we have a common border and common 
interests," Mæland said in a prepared statement. 
According to the ministry, the country has con-
tinued its bilateral and regional cooperation 
with Russia "in all fields not affected by sanc-
tions."

– The Independent Barents Observer

NASA to lose climate change 
funding under Trump?

NASA; the agency that helped provide 
Svalbard with its state-of-the-art subsea com-
munications cable, may lose its climate change 
research funding when Donald Trump becomes 
the new United States president. His first ap-
pointment to the agency is Christopher Shank, a 
congressional aide who is a climate skeptic and 

TUESDAY

MONDAY
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SUNDAY

See DAILY, page 14

Resources and other rights to an area in the Barents Sea known as the Banana Hole may be at stake in the trial of a Lithuanian accused of illegal fishing.
REGJERINGEN



a critic of the type of scientific data NASA reg-
ularly releases. "The rhetoric that’s coming out, 
the hottest year in history, actually is not 
backed up by the science — or that the 
droughts, the fires, the hurricanes, etc., are 
caused by climate change, but it’s just 
weather,” he told a science panel at Arizona 
State University in 2015. Trump has appointed 
several other climate skeptics to senior posi-
tions, some of whom have stated eliminating 
NASA's climate funding is an immediate goal. 
Such a move could affect facilities such as the 
Svalbard Satellite Station since the space agen-

cy is involved in the data-gathering projects 
there. But some researchers are skeptical the 
cutback will actually happen. Gavin Schmidt, a 
climate scientist and director of NASA's God-
dard Institute for Space Studies, which studies 
the changing atmosphere, says that it won't be 
simple for Trump to purge federal agencies of 
climate researchers during his presidency. 
"Chopping off science just to prevent people 
from talking about climate change won't work," 
Schmidt told Business Insider. "You need sci-
ence for hazards, for weather forecasting, and 
climate comes along for the ride."

– The Independent Barents Observer

Debut of Russian Research 
Center deemed a success

The initial months of the Russian Research 
Center on Svalbard since it opened in June have 
been highly successful, with 12 organizations 
receiving more than 30 million rubles for short- 
and long-term projects now underway at the fa-
cility in Barentsburg, according to Natural Re-
sources and Environment Minister Sergei Don-
sko.

– Arctic.ru

  The range of research conducted on Svalbard this year 
has been expanded considerably. In particular, the construc-
tion of a cryospheric monitoring site based on the Circumpo-
lar Active Layer Monitoring (CALM) standards is underway 
near Barentsburg; random ice observations on Nordenskiöld 
Glacier have given way to long-term monitoring; and the 
first long-term hydrological monitoring program covering all 
stages of the hydrological cycle in Gronfjorden Bay and 
rivers in its basin has been launched.to.

– CNN

Photos of glacier taken 75 years apart 
show vast melting

Two pictures of a Svalbard glacier taken 75 years apart 
reveal an enormous loss of ice, as well as a trend occurring 
elsewhere in the archipelago, according to Hanne Hammer 
Stien, general manger of the Polar Museum in Tromsø. "It's 
one thing is to hear someone talk about the ice melting and 
disappearing," he said. "It's something completely different 
to see it in black and white as with these images." The first 
photo of Gullybreen in Magdalenefjorden was taken in 1937, 
the second in 2012 by  photographer and historian Tyrone 
Martinsson as part of an exhibition at the museum until Jan-
uary showing historic photos of Svalbard compared to mod-
ern ones. She said changes after 1950 are the most 
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

SATURDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 13

FRIDAY

Satellite photos show the Arctic sea ice cover in September of 1984, left, and 2016. The tracking is one of NASA's ongoing climate change projects.
NASA

SATURDAY
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+47 7902 1816 • post@gullgruva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Gullgruva Arctic Design

icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard
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Nov. 29
7 p.m.: Mass of Lights, w/ Confirmation 
candidates participating. Svalbard 
Church.
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Nov. 30
Weekly women's tour group. Details at 
tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
6 p.m.: Movie: "Bone Tamahawk," U.S. 
action/western, ages 18 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7:30 p.m.: Catholic Mass led by Father 
Marek Michalski. Svalbard Church.
Dec. 1
3:30 p.m.: Dedication of memorial for 
Store Norske workers who died on the 
job. Hillside near Longyearbyen 
Cemetery.
7 p.m.: "Store Norske in Revue," 
featuring songs, skits and other stage 
tributes celebrating the company's 100th 
birthday. Huset.
Dec. 2
7 p.m.: Movie: "Barry Lyndon," 
presented by the Longyearbyen Film 
Club. Kulturhuset.
8 p.m.: Harvest festival to celebrate 
Store Norske's 100th birthday. Huset.
Dec. 3
11 a.m.-3 p.m.: Open Day at Mine 3 to 
celebrate Store Norske's 100th birthday.
Dec. 4
11 a.m.: Second Sunday of Advent Mass. 
Svalbard Church.
2:10 p.m.: Short film screening: 
Svalbard's Glaciers - A Popular Scientific 
and Artistic Journey." Kulturhust
2:30 p.m.: Movie: " Bridget Jones' 
Baby," British comedy, all ages. 
Kulturhuset.
5 p.m.: Annual holiday  gymnastics 
performance by local youths. 
Svalbardhallen.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Sing" (3D), U.S. 
animated/musical, all ages. Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Buzz Aldrin evacuated from South Pole
● Russia chills a bit on claim to North Pole
● Shell: Climate pact won't hurt our worth
● Cook's 1778 trip proves climate change

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's upWhat to put here…hey, more Christmas photos!

Longyearbyen residents, above, perform the 
traditional dance around the town Christmas 
tree in the central square Sunday. At top left, 
musicians play Christmas carols before the 
tree lighting ceremony. At bottom left, kids dart 
out from the starting line in the annual 
Christmas Mile race Nov. 19. Below, residents 
prepare for a torchlight procession from Huset 
to the town center.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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