
“

”

To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

Really old-fashioned Christmas: You 
could trim a local tree befitting the climate 
of Jerusalem – 400 million years ago.
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Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloudy with light 
winds and temperatures between 
-5C and -10C.

Full forecast page 3

See MERRIMENT, page 6

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net

 Dishonorable mention Feeding frenzy  Triumph over terror Stuck up
Polar pros say 
Paris summit 
plans still on
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Shocker: Kids 
like food if 
others make it
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Pained locals 
sign up for a 
free needling
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See INNOVATION, page 8

Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees

Page 4

Kinga Roszkowska, center, helps steady a Christmas tree as it is lowered into a stand this week at 
Mary-Anns Polarrigg while a crew filming a "docusoap" about Svalbard captures the moment on film.

Erectly challenged
Busy holiday season starts with a banging in the annual tree forest

Witness to a 
burial? Svea to 
open to tourists for 
first time in 
January.
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Ranking the 
episodes of 
'Sval and Bard'
icepeople.net

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

If it's a supplement to Store Norske's re-
quest for help it's a blessing. If it's a substitute 
it's a curse.

An allocation of 50 million kroner for "re-
structuring measures" in Svalbard was an-
nounced this week by the Norwegian Ministry 
of Trade, Industry and Fisheries. The funding 
includes 23 million kroner for job "innovation 
and development" through Innovation Norway, 
and 22 million to Longyearbyen's city govern-
ment for infrastructure maintenance and im-
provements.

"We will have a dedicated industry and in-
novation strategy for Svalbard, and give Inno-
vation Norway a role in the restructuring of 
Longyearbyen," said Minister of Trade and In-
dustry Monica Mæland, in a prepared state-
ment. "This will set the foundation for new 
economic activity in both the short and longer 
term. The government will help Svalbard with 
solving a difficult situation."

Left unstated is whether the allocation is 
the government's answer to Store Norske's re-
quest for 285 million kroner during the next 
three years so it can main its mines at Svea and 
Lunckefjell in the hope of reopening them if 
coal prices recover from a slump that has re-
sulted in record-breaking losses. The company, 
which had about 400 employees a few years 
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50M 
in aid, 
but…

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

In this instance, size definitely matters.
Inserting a very long tree into a very small 

hole was the task facing two employees this 
week at Mary-Anns Polarrigg. But trying to 
erect one of Longyearbyen's first Christmas 
trees for lighting this year was thwarted by a 
lack of friction, as the glassy smooth ice under 
a thin layer of snow was too slippery to keep 
their footing.

Making things more awkward, their stum-
bling performance was captured on film thanks 
to a crew filming a "docusoap" for the BBC in 
which the lodge's owner is one of the stars.

"I hate that TV camera now," said Stefan 
Baldursson after one of the many failed at-
tempts.

Eventually he and Adrian Rodriguez re-
cruited a third co-worker, Kinga Roszkowska, 

but her short stature was no match for the mas-
sive woody protuberance. That's when the 
threesome decided it was time for a bit of 
mechanized aid.

By parking a van next to the stand and 
bracing the tree against it, Baldursson and Ro-
driguez were able to get a rise out of tree while 
Roszkowska skillfully guided it toward the 
cherished hole – finally culminating in a loud 
and satisfying bang.  

"It's not the easiest thing I've done," Ro-
driguez said. "It's not the hardest either."

Next came some more leisurely afterglow 

How will government allocation 
for jobs and infrastructure affect 
Store Norske's 285M request? 

Erectly challenged



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

With everybody in Longyearbyen on pins 
and needles, Daniel Skyle picked a good week 
to visit in the hope of promoting his new busi-
ness. The Swedish native offered two days of 
free acupuncture treatments at Guesthuset 
102 in the hope of luring customers to what 
he said will be a visiting clinic four times a 
year. In addition to promising he can make 
back pain, headaches, depression and oh-so-
many other miseries go away, he also says its a 
remedy for those out in the cold too long and 
it's effective on sled dogs. Not all of it involves 
needles (and he starts getting emphatic about 
the word "painless" when the subject is brought 
up. The cold thing, for instance, involves wav-
ing some heated wand-like thing over the skin 
which, for whatever reason, supposedly works 
better than just huddling near the furnace or 
fireplace. For those happy to ignore the rather 

sizable amount of skepticism voiced about the 
practice in Wikipedia, he plans to return in Jan-
uary. Details about his planned clinic are avail-
able at tinyurl.com/q4jldbr.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

Profiting from loss of paradise

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.
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SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATE
The dark effects of coal mining in Barentsburg, above, and the shadowy life of a welder in the 
settlement are captured by photographer Christian Houge as part of his photo exhibit "Paradise 
Lost." He took photos in Svalbard's major settlements from 2000 to 2015 for two of the exhibit's 
three elements, with the local images focusing on Arctic technology and life in the Russian 
settlement. "'Paradise Lost' looks at how humans in many ways are constantly searching for 
answers, while we may forget to look for our own starting from the inside," he told foto.no. "All this 
while we abuse nature around us, with the consequences that this entails." Photos from the 
exhibit, which also includes images of wolves in northern Norway from 2010 to 2013, can be seen 
at tinyurl.com/ppgyqm6.

CHRISTIAN HOUGE

GUESTHUSET 102
Pin pals: Supposedly it's not the number of 
insertions, but the placement that really counts.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. W winds winds 
to 29 km/h. High -6C (-10C 
wind chill), low -14C (-19C 
wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Cloudy. S winds to 18 km/h. 
High -14C (-19C wind chill), 
low -16C (-21C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Partly cloudy. Variable winds 
to 32 km/h. High -9C (-13C 
wind chill), low -13C (-18C 
wind chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -7C (-13C), -11C (-17C), light 0:00h; Monday, p. cloudy, -6C (-11C), -7C (-14C), light 0:00h; 
Tuesday, cloudy, -7C, (-12C), -9C (-16C), light 0:00h; Wednesday,  cloudy, -7C (-13C), -10C (-16C), light 0:00h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. S winds to 18 km/h. 
High -9C (-13C wind chill), low 
-13C (-17C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

School will change weapons 
policy after accidental shot

Longyearbyen School will change its pro-
cedures for employees standing watch for po-
lar bears after one accidentally fired a signal 
pistol shot last Thursday, according to Head-
master Anne Søvold Vikanes. "A demonstra-
tion between employees was the cause of an 
accidental firing a shot with a signal pistol," 
she wrote in a prepared statement. "It was in a 
safe direction and far from students." Current 
rules state an employee be armed with a signal 
pistol while outdoors during the dark season, 
and surrounding areas be checked before stu-
dents are allowed outside for recess. She de-
clined to specify what changes to the weapons 
policy will be made until officials meet with 
The Governor of Svalbard, which is investi-
gating the possibility of criminal charges.

Trust Artikugol hopes tourism 
will exceed coal in 2018   

Trust Artikugol is hoping tourism will earn 
more money than coal mining by 2018, a far 
more optimistic prediction than a year ago, ac-
cording to Director-General Alexander P. 
Veselov, a leader of Russian settlements of Bar-
entsburg and Pyramiden. The state-owned com-
pany that manages the settlement earned about 
five million kroner from tourism last year, ex-
pects to earn about eight million this year and is 
forecasting 22.7 million in income in 2018. The 
company has been increasingly focusing on 
tourism and science activities as coal mining 
production has decreased drastically both in 
terms of production and income. Current pro-
duction is 120,000 tons and Russian officials 
estimate 350,000 tons would have to be extract-
ed to break even.

Coast Guard flight crews 
hurt by helicopter delays

A lengthy delay in the delivery of new 
NH90 helicopters is making it difficult for the 
Norwegian Coast Guard to certify its flight 
operations personnel, according to Com-
modore Sverre Nordahl Engeness in a letter to 
The Governor of Svalbard. The helicopters, 
replacing aging Lynx aircraft, were supposed 
to start arriving in 2005, but the first didn't ar-
rive until last year.

The Eiffel Tower is illuminated with France's national colors in tribute to the victims of the Paris 
terrorist attacks on Nov. 13 that killed 129 people. More than 100 heads of state are scheduled to be 
in Paris starting Nov. 30 for the UN climate summit, which is continuing as planned.

No freeze on Paris
Terrorist attacks won't alter UN 
climate summit plans, Norwegian 
Polar Institute director says

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

YANN CARADEC / CREATIVE COMMONS

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Three top officials at the Norwegian Polar 
Institute scheduled to attend the two-week cli-
mate summit in France starting Nov. 30 have 
no plans to cancel or alter their plans after last 
week's terrorist attacks, according to Director 
Jan-Gunnar Winther.

Accompanying Winther are Communica-
tions Director Stig Mathisen and Harald Steen, 
head of the institute's Center for Ice, Climate 
and Ecosystems. Winther, while declining to 
speculate if the trip there and back might take 
longer due to heightened security measures, 
said they won't be taking any special precau-
tions while in Paris.

"I can only speak on behalf of what we are 
involved in and that has not changed at all," he 
said.

Winther declined to specify what presenta-
tions and discussions the trio might be featured 
in during the summit.

"We will attend a few events," he said. "I 

can't go into details because they have not been 
publicly announced yet."

Steen was the leader of this year's six-
month Norwegian Youth Sea Ice Cruise, one of 
the institute's most ambitious projects ever. Nu-
merous global leaders, including UN General-
Secretary Ban Ki-moon, have visited the 
archipelago during the past year to observe the 
effects of climate change before the summit.

The summit is proceeding as scheduled, 
but the French government is banning protests, 
marches and other "outdoor activities," raising 
furious objections from environmentalists who 
are vowing "new and imaginative" ways of be-
ing heard. 

The attack has provoked debate about what, 
if any, links climate change has to terrorism. 
Winther said he doesn't see a direct connection.

"Indirectly there are a lot of things that 
have an impact on society including climate 
change," he said. "Specifically, we know some 
parts of the world are experiencing heat waves 
that affects agriculture and if we follow those 
changes it can lead to social instability. Some 
regions of the world will experience more 
drought in the future."
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Coolest trees ever
A rocky outcrop in Svalbard, left, contains 12 numbered casts of upright lycopsid trunks from a prehistoric forest that existed about 400 million years 
ago, when the archipelago was near the equator. At right, a reconstructed drawing depicts what the tropical forest may have looked like.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

COURTESY OF MICHAEL BISHOP / CARDIFF UNIVERSITY

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The irony is almost too much: A prehis-
toric forest in Svalbard that reduced atmospher-
ic CO2 15-fold was full a type of tree grown in 
swamps that produced the coal now pushing up 
that pollutant to dangerous levels.

Of course, all this is only possible because 
Svalbard was at the equator 400 million years 
ago and is now in a literal polar opposite setting 
at the top of the world, where a team of 
modern-day researchers discovered the fos-
silized remains of the forest.

"These fossil forests shows us what the 
vegetation and landscape were like on the equa-
tor 380 million years ago, as the first trees were 

beginning to appear on the Earth," said Chris 
Berry, a senior lecturer at Cardiff University’s 
School of Earth and Ocean Science, in a state-
ment released by the university this week.

Current theories suggest the Devonian peri-
od (420-360 million years ago) saw a huge drop 
in the level of atmospheric CO2 due to a 
change in vegetation from diminutive plants to 
the first large forest trees, according to the 
statement. Svalbard's fossil forests, discovered 
at Plantekløfta in Munindalen with tree stumps 
preserved in place, consist "mainly of lycopod 
trees, better known for growing millions of 
years later in coal swamps that eventually 
turned into coal deposits – such as those in 
South Wales."

"They also found that the forests were ex-
tremely dense, with very small gaps – around 
20 centimeters – between each of the trees, 
which probably reached about four meters high.
…Because of the high temperatures and large 

amount of rainfall on the equator, it is likely 
that equatorial forests contributed most to the 
drawdown of CO2."

The study, published in the current journal 
Geology and available at tinyurl.com/p7qq4r6, 
states the both of density and character of the 
trees made them idea CO2 consumers.

"This high-tree-density tropical vegetation 
may have promoted rapid weathering of soils, 
and hence enhanced carbon dioxide drawdown, 
when compared with other contemporary and 
more high-latitude forests," the study notes.

Although initially the appearance of large 
trees absorbed more of the sun’s radiation, 
eventually temperatures on Earth also dropped 
dramatically to levels very similar to those ex-
perienced today because of the reduction in at-
mospheric CO2, according to the study.

Berry also participated in a study where a 
slightly older forest was found in New York, 
which at the time was at least 30 degrees south 
of the equator.

"This demonstrates that there was already 
geographical diversity of forest plant types and 
ecology just as soon as they had evolved," he 
said.

And while some of their cousins ended up 
contributed to today's rising CO2 levels, Berry 
noted the Svalbard discovery occurred where 
preservation efforts against another type of 
seismic shift are occurring in the global seed 
vault.

"It’s amazing that we’ve 
uncovered one of the very 
first forests in the very place 
that is now being used to 
preserve the Earth’s plant di-
versity," he said. 

Study: Svalbard forest caused 
one of Earth's most dramatic 
climate shifts 400M years ago
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EXCAVATE from page 1
First-ever trial hot lunch program gets high grades from student chowhounds at Longyearbyen School

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Various musicians gather onstage for a jam session Sunday night at the Radisson Blu Polar Hotel.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Mealy-mouthed kids
Longyearbyen School students chow down on lapskaus (Norwegian stew) during a two-week pilot project where hot lunches are being served.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's not like Ivan Jensen, 13, doesn't appre-
ciate his parents packing him a lunch. It's just 
that, well, he isn't always thrilled with what's in 
them.

The Longyearbyen School student – along 
with most, if not all of his classmates – are 
abandoning whatever they usually pack (or 
don't) in favor of a hot lunch program being 
provided for the first time on a two-week trial 
basis between Nov. 16 and 27.

"It's great," Jensen said. "I think we study 
better and we're not having boring lunches."

The school, like others in Norway, offers 
fruit for the taking, but lacks a regular meal 
program. The trial project is part of a larger ef-
fort in Norway, with a survey by the Norwe-
gian Directorate of Health indicating only one 
in four students packs a lunch.

"It takes too much time in the morning," 
said Sondre Stormoen, 15, a Longyearbyen stu-
dent who, like many of his classmates, say 
school gets out early enough in the afternoon 
that not bringing a lunch isn't a problem.

Still, all of the students interviewed voiced 
enthusiasm about the lunch program and said 
they'd like to see it continue on a regular basis. 
And while they were all over the maps in terms 
of their favorite meal served so far, they were 
far less vocal about what they didn't like.

"All the food is good," said Ulysses 
Bailosado, 16.

Families were asked to pay 395 kroner for 
each student eating meals during the two-week 
period. Bailosado said he believes that amount, 
if proportionately increased to cover a full 

school year, would be worth the quality of 
meals served. 

Menu items during the first week included 
goulash soup, pasta carbonara chicken salad 
with curry dressing, lapskaus stew. and a ham/
cheese/tomato baguette. Heidi Ervik, preparing 
the food with fellow Svalbard Catering chef  
Daniel Wilton, said they didn't come up with 
any new or radical items.

"It should be healthy and something the 

kids will like," she said.
Ervik said she's like the see the program 

made permanent and, while that would obvi-
ously be good for business, there are other rea-
sons as well.

"I think it's a good thing to have lunch to-
gether," she said. "It's not just the food. It's a 
social thing as well."

Some students said school ends early enough in the after-
noon that not bringing a lunch isn't a problem. 

Heidi Ervik, foreground at right, and Daniel Wilton serve food they cooked to to students this week.
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So…is it good for you?

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

 IMPATIENT, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Having just two guys try to lift a Christmas tree into a pipe at Mary Anne's Polarriggen, top left, didn't work out because the icy was too slippery to walk 
forward steadily as they tried to lift the tree. Nor did having a third employee, Kinga Roszkowska, top right join them and try to fit the tree into the the stand 
as the men lifted it. So the trio braced the tree against a van, bottom left, with Stefan Baldursson and Adrian Rodriguez lifting it up as Roszkowska tried to 
guide it in. They were finally successful, bottom right, although several branches ended up left on the ground and many still on the tree were damaged.

MERRIMENT, from page 1
after a short rest, as lights and decorations were 
hung, finally adding a bit more brightness to a 
town now in the full dark grip of the polar 
night.

The lighting of the tree, only a couple hun-
dred meters from what's supposedly the world's 
largest Santa's mailbox, occurred about a week 
before holiday events swing in full gear until 
well into January. Among those occurring in 

the coming days: 
• Holiday treats at Kulturhuset this Satur-

day and Sunday. Similar buffets and feasts are 
being frequently hosted by other eateries 
throughout the season.

• A Christmas market in the Longyearbyen 
Arts and Crafts Center, on the second floor at 
Galleri Svalbard beginning at 10 a.m. Nov. 28, 
featuring works by local residents. There will 
also be children's films and activities.

• A "Christmas Mile" race in the center of 
Longyearbyen at 1 p.m. Nov. 28, beginning 
outside Svalbardbutikken.

• First Sunday of Advent activities begin 
with a mass at 11 a.m. Nov. 29 at Svalbard 
Church. A Christmas feast will be served at 
Huset at 1 p.m. The traditional torchlight 
march from Huset to the center of Longyear-
byen, with a stop at the base of Mine 2B so 
children can drop letters off for Santa at his 
mailbox, begins at 3 p.m. The march will be 
followed by the lighting of the town Christmas 
tree and the traditional circular dance, plus an 
outdoor market, bonfire, stories and music. A 
children's story reading will follow at 4:30 p.m. 
at Longyearbyen Library.

• The annual Telenor holiday concert, at 
7:30 p.m. Dec. 3 at Kulturhuset, featuring an 
instrumental and choral ensemble of 10 visiting 
musicians. 
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Nov. 17
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Nov. 18
6 p.m.: Movie: "Julekongen – Full 
Rustning," Norwegian children's film, 
ages 6 and up. Kulthurhuset.
Nov. 19
7 p.m.: Movie: "It Follows," U.S. horror. 
Kulturhuset.
Nov. 20
7:30 p.m.: Concert by Valkyrien Allstars. 
Kulturhuset
Nov. 22
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Song of the Sea," Irish/
Danish/French/Belgian/Luxembourg film, 
ages 6 and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay Part 2," U.S. action/fantasy, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
Nov. 23
6 p.m.: Two-theme meeting on security: 
Expeditions and keeping children safe on 
the internet. Kulturhuset.
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Nov. 24
7 p.m.: Candlelight vigil with 
Confirmation candidates. Svalbard 
Church.
Nov. 28
10 a.m.-6 p.m.: Christmas market, with 
sales of local crafts and children's 
activities. Arts center at Galleri Svalbard.
1 p.m.: Christmas mile race. Starts 
between Svalbardbutikken and Svalbard 
Arctic Sport.
3 p.m.: Live opera broadcast: "La 
Boheme" by the Kungeliga Opera in 
Stockholm. Kulthurhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Wind Rises," 
Japanese animated biography w/ 
Norwegian subtitles, presented by the 
Longyearbyen Film Club. Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● 2015 to be warmest year ever, by far
● No pay, food at Russia's Arctic bases 
● One-third fewer polar bears by 2050?
● 'Tis the season for the lutefisk song!

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

How will 50M be used?

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

The dark season is Longyearbyen is taking on a metaphorical meaning this year, as residents are 
awaiting a decision from the Norwegian government about the future of Store Norske. 

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

ago, is now in the process of eliminating all but 
100 of its 270 remaining jobs by next summer, 
and will have to eliminate about 50 more if the 
government rejects the company's request.

Store Norske has stated it needs a reply 
from the ministry to its request by Nov. 23 to 
avoid the start of additional layoffs.

Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen, contact-
ed shortly after the announcement, said he be-
lieves there will still be "an announcement with 
regard about to do with the company," but 
stopped short of guessing whether it might be 
affected by the money now being provided.

"Fifty million is a lot of money so I can a 
see connector with the company, but I won't 
speculate on that," he said.

Another question is how the funds will 
specifically be used. Olsen said it's important 
the city and Innovation Norway coordinate 

their planning in order to ensure people want-
ing to start business projects here have a realis-
tic opportunity to do so.

"My concern is can we cope with the 
growth?" he said. "We need to have infrastruc-
ture for that. We will have lot of isolated 
projects that are good, but can't be realized be-
cause we are behind in infrastructure projects."

The allocation announced this week also 
includes 4.5 million kroner to the Longyear-
byen Community Council and 500,000 kroner 
to the Svalbard Business Association for plan-
ning purposes, according to the ministry's state-
ment.

The announcement also stated the revision 
of Svalbard's "white paper" outlining the gov-
ernment's policy goals for Svalbard will be sub-
mitted to Parliament in the spring of 2016.

INNOVATION, from page 1


