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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

Reality TP: Who are those guys stalking 
locals with cameras all these months? And 
why aren't we giving them crap about it?
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
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- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office
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Weather summary
Cloudy and partly cloudy through 
next week with temperatures near 
freezing and occasional snow.

Full forecast page 3

See PREDATORS, page 4

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net

 Recycled news Eroding hopes  Lights out Enlightenment
Time to give 
the finger to the 
government
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Cabins, road 
near airport in 
danger
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Yup, we totally 
hate the dark 
season here
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See ALTERNATIVES, page 6

Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees
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Filmmakers become part of Svalbard's predator/prey cycle in 'The Hunt: In the Grip of the Seasons' 

A polar bear attacks a seal on ice floe in Svalbard, left, after a lengthy stealth approach in "The Hunt: In the Grip of the Seasons," one of seven episodes 
in a BBC documentary series airing this month. At right, a film crew watches for signs of animal activity on thin sea ice, perilous for humans and animals.

In the DEATH zone

Golden opportunity or fool's gold?
Some leaders hoping rejected 
ideas, including gold mining, get 
reconsideration due to coal crisis

Witness to a 
burial? Svea to 
open to tourists for 
first time in 
January.

Page 6

Barents 
Observer back 
as an indie
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

While the government is taking longer than 
locals want to make a seemingly simple  yes/no 
decision about Store Norske's mining future, 
some leaders are making late pushes for alter-
natives involving industries and projects previ-

ously considered undesirable or unworkable.
One is reviving gold exploration in Sval-

bard, which was suspended because of govern-
ment concerns about the environmental impact.

Another by former Store Norske Adminis-
trative Director Robert Hermansen suggests 
coal mining could remain profitable by switch-
ing extraction methods, a proposal current com-
pany leaders dismiss.

And the local leader of the Green Party, 
which wants an end to mining in Svalbard, is 
suggesting the government provide about one 

billion kroner for things such as an "industrial 
fund," harbor development, infrastructure 
maintenance and expanding The University 
Centre in Svalbard.

Store Norske says the government needs to 
make a decision by Nov. 23 or the company 
will be forced to make even more layoffs than 
the drastic downsizing already taking place. 
The company's board of directors is recom-
mending laying off all but 100 of the current 
270 employees and halting nearly all mining 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The ultimate action scene is the 19 sec-
onds where nothing at all happens.

 Just a still and silent sea strewn with a 
few ice floes. No bombastic spoiler music, no 
cheesy narration, no reality "tweaks" like pre-
tending two different polar bears are the same 
one to make a storyline work.

The film crew – imitating the behavior of 
a polar bear stalking seals on ice floes at ex-
haustive length – kept the camera dead steady 

on the water after the predator lunged for its 
prey, only to see it escape into the water like 
13 seals already filmed by the crew. But a ma-
jor plot twist happens at the end of those 19 
seconds when the near-starving bear emerges, 
again seemingly empty-handed.

 The scene (at tinyurl.com/p9y5sab) is like 
many in "The Hunt: In the Grip of the Seasons," 

BBC/SILVERBACK FILMS



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Who's to blame and how 
to express your wrath
Editor
Mark Sabbatini

Principal of principles
Kristan Hutchison

Psychiatrist
Irene Gallion

Accomplice
Jeff Newsom

Mailing address
Icepeople
Vei 210 -2- 13
Longyearbyen, Svalbard
9170
Norway

Telephone
Norway: +47 41 51 46 38
U.S. +1 (970) 673-4472

E-mail
marksabbatini@yahoo.com

Web site
www.icepeople.net

Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We're starting to feel like they've rented 
space here in recent months (feel free to send 
us a check), but once again we've got to tip our 
hats to the local beer barons for making history 
in yet one more way by shipping their first 
batch of brew to the mainland. Yeah it took 
them six years to get everything going, but we 
suspect they've had a serious buzz on since they 
started up this fall which (mostly) has little to 
do with consuming too much of their own prod-
uct. Even so, there's still plenty of alcohol-lov-
ing back-seat drivers wanting a turn at the 
wheel who aren't being shy about it on the brew-
ery's Facebook page. Some are debating various 
ways even more beer could be squeezed onto 
those outgoing pallets, while other outsiders – 
including especially persistent guy in Denmark 
– are wondering when the heck they'll be able 
to get their drink on …  Meanwhile, another big 
local hit – the Svalbard-centric episode of "The 
Hunt" featured on this week's front page – has 
its own share of critics, or should we say 
truthers? The comments section of the 
YouTube clip mentioned in the article features 
some convinced (spoiler alert) the bear didn't 

actually capture the seal that seemingly eluded 
it on an ice floe. "I'm not convinced it's all as it 
seems," one commenter wrote. "I cannot see 
that the seal would have drowned that fast and 
the bear has only caught its rear flipper that 
would obviously not be a fatal injury in that 
time scale. Also the dead seal is hauled out onto 
a different section of ice when the camera shot 
changes." A fellow truther agrees "I think the 
bear that lifts the dead seal out onto the ice is a 
different animal."

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

'How do you stand being in the dark for months?'

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

Presenting…the first-ever streaming video in a 
newspaper: This may look like a snapshot, but 
it's actually a 15-minute "live from London" stage 
performance playing in real time on this page.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

SYSSELMANNEN

PRIVATEThe Northern Lights cast a wide glow over Longyearbyen on Tuesday, one of several nights 
where auroral activity has peaked early during the dark season. Earth is nearing the end of an 
orbit cycle where it's closest to the sun, but which increases auroral activity, but Northern Lights 
have historically remained strong for a few years after the peak.

KRISTOFFER HØGSET HALVARP

SVALBARD BRYGGERI
Intoxicating possibilities: Publish a tiny photo, 
get lots of free expert business consulting.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. NW winds winds 
to 49 km/h. High 3C (-5C wind 
chill), low -0C (-9 wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Partly cloudy. NW winds to 52 
km/h. High 0C (-7C wind chill), 
low -1C (-10C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Cloudy. W winds to 45 km/h. 
High -2C (-12C wind chill), low 
-3C (-10C wind chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, -3C (-10C), -4C (-11C), light 0:00h; Monday, rain/snow, -3C (-10C), -5C (-10C), light 0:00h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, -5C, (-10C), -9C (-16C), light 0:00h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, -9C (-16C), -13C (-20C), light 0:00h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 49 
km/h. High -1C (-10C wind 
chill), low -2C (-12C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Shipworms latest creature to 
appear in warming waters

Shipworms, a  larva capable of wreaking 
havoc on wood objects in the sea, appear to be 
making their way into Svalbard due to climate 
change, according to researchers. Bjørn Alter-
mark, a researcher for the Department of 
Chemistry at the University of Tromsø, placed 
planks into the water at Bykaia last year and 
discovered one of the specimens when he re-
turned this year. He's also been monitoring 
planks in Kongfjorden and the far more north-
ern waters of Rijpfjorden since 2007, but 
come up empty until now. "If the climate 
warms and they come it's only a matter of 
time until otherwise intact ships disappear," 
said Øyvind Ødegård, a marine archaeologist 
and PhD student at the Norwegian University 
of Science and Technology in Trondheim.

Woman suspected of arson 
faces 21 years in prison   

A woman suspected of starting a fire at an 
apartment in March is facing up to 21 years in 
prison for arson following a lengthy investiga-
tion by The Governor of Svalbard. "The mat-
ter has been fully investigated for some time 
and now we're got an awhile and we've just an 
expert report from the forensic psychiatric 
evaluator," said Lt. Gov. Jens Olav Sæther. "It 
says that the accused is deemed to have been 
sane." The woman, who officials said acknowl-
edged setting fire to a mattress in a storage 
room on the second floor of the apartment, was 
sent to the mainland shortly thereafter and 
placed under "restrictions which are alternative 
to detention." Sæther said he expects a decision 
by prosecutors about charges within two weeks.

Man fined, jailed for causing 
disturbance at Karlsberger

A man in his 30s was fined 5,000 kroner 
and spent a night in jail after causing a distur-
bance at Karlsberger Pub at about 1 a.m. Sat-
urday, according to The Governor of 
Svalbard. The man, a visitor to Longyearbyen, 
disrupted the pub with loud and vulgar behav-
ior, resulting in patrons holding him down and 
notifying police, said Police Chief Lt. Trond 
Olsen. The man also made multiple threats 
against police while being arrested.

Badminton players from Longyearbyen and Barentsburg, top, face off Saturday at Svalbardhallen 
during the annual sports exchange between the two communities. The players battled to a draw 
with four victories apiece. At bottom left, a Longyearbyen resident grabs a rebound during a 
basketball game dominated by the Norwegians since Barentsburg only had three players who 
had to play the entire half-court game. At bottom right, the Russians get back at Longyearbyen by 
prevailing in a football match by a score of 4-2. Longyearbyen was the overall winner, prevailing 
in three events to Barentsburg's two. The Norwegians won the field hockey match by a score of 
9-3 and volleyball by a score of 3-2, while the Russians dominated table tennis 9-0. A total of 23 
Barentsburg residents competed, following a similar exchange in the Russian settlement in October.

Talk to the hand
New visa rules means applicants 
need to give the governor the 
finger, along with a photograph

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

People applying for a visa to Schengen-
member countries will need to provide a digi-
tally scanned fingerprint and photo at The Gov-
ernor of Svalbard's office starting Nov. 20.

A Visa Information System (VIS) being 
implemented in the Schengen Zone is designed 
to improve border security by storing 
applicants' biometric data and travel history in a 
common database, according to a statement  
from the governor. The data will be stored for 

five years.
"Frequent travelers will in principle only 

have to complete the procedure once within this 
period, as the fingerprints may be copied from 
the previous application file in the VIS," the 
statement notes.

Exemptions are provided for children un-
der 12, persons physically unable to provide 
fingerprints, and heads of state and their spous-
es during official travel.

Visas issued before Nov. 20 will remain 
valid until their expiration.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Giving each other a good paddling
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'Sometimes you get lucky'
A polar bear is filmed scaling a bear cliff in Svalbard, left, near the end of summer in a desperate attempt to find food since hunting on the sea ice is no 
longer an option. At right, a cabin being used by the film crew is ransacked by another bear who consumed virtually all the food and alcohol inside.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

BBC/SILVERBACK FILMS

PREDATORS from page 1

BBC 'docusoap' dramatizing locals
Series compared to real-life 
'Fortitude' following 10 Svalbard 
residents around until next May

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

(Editor's note: As many are likely aware, 
I'm one of the ten being stalked for reasons I 
can't imagine since what I mostly do is drink 
coffee and curse at my laptop. Nonetheless, writ-
ing about the series until it's done – and I'll 
have more than a few words to say then – is a 

conflict of interest as a journalist. So this arti-
cle and any subsequent coverage is strictly lim-
ited to press releases and media coverage 
available without charge.)

A new docudrama series likened in tone to 
"Fortitude" has been commissioned by BBC 
Worldwide to shoot on Svalbard in the Arctic 
Circle. Tentatively titled "Svalbard," the pro-
duction will follow characters living in 
Longyearbyen in the west of the archipelago.

“With extreme Arctic conditions, three 
months of total darkness and the ever-present 
danger of polar bears, Svalbard is not your av-
erage neighborhood,” said Wendy Rattray, ex-
ecutive producer at Hello Halo.

“I’m thrilled to be able to bring this strange 
and quirky world and its even quirkier inhabi-
tants to audiences across the globe.”

Julie Swanston, vice-president of commis-
sioning for BBC Worldwide said, “Svalbard’s 
combination of larger than life characters, who 
have chosen to live almost completely 'off the 
grid' will captivate our international audiences."

“We’re very excited to be partnering with 
Hello Halo to bring the town of Longyearbyen 
an isolated outpost in the breathtaking wilder-
ness of Svalbard to the world.”

The new production has been likened in 
some reports to the drama series "Fortitude," 
which played out a murder mystery in a remote 
Arctic town identical to Longyearbyen.

one of seven in a documentary series airing on 
BBC One this month, where the outcome defies 
the expected narrative in the battle between 
predator and prey. But the climatic scene also 
reveals the many ways the film crew became 
part of the same ecosystem as the animals in 
terms of the need for infinite patience and 
adaptability to conditions, and the risks involved.

"Sometimes you get lucky like this and 
who's going to win is the question," said Jason 
Roberts, a Longyearbyen filmmaker and field  
producer for the episode. "There's only 
seconds, where you don't know if will get the 
shoot, if it will be in focus and if it will work."

The series focuses on the predator/prey re-
lationship of animals worldwide, while the 
episode produced by Roberts – the second in 
the series – focuses on the the three year-round 
predators in the Arctic (polar bears, Arctic fox-
es and wolves). His comments were made dur-
ing a screening last Monday at Kulturhuset, 
with another free screening scheduled at 8 p.m. 
Nov. 18 at the cultural center (it also took us 
less than 15 seconds to find the episode online, 
but since providing the link would be illegal…)

Roberts has worked for nearly 15 years on 
wildlife documentaries for the BBC, including 
the award-winning "Frozen Planet" in 2011 and 
said "everyone was worn out" after that project. 

But he said a conversation with a producer in 
London that year was the inspiration for the 
current series, although getting financing and 
planning the shoots took far longer than the ac-
tual work in the field.

While the wolves were filmed in Canada, 
most of the episode is set in Svalbard. Among 
the other peak moments is how a polar bear – 
deprived of its usual feeding ground due to a 
lack of sea ice – resorts to scaling a bird cliff 
and ransacking the nests of seabirds who fre-
quently don't depart their nests until she's cen-
timeters away, and sometimes not even then. 
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EXCAVATE from page 1

Two cabins at Bjørndalen in 
danger after erosion during a 
single storm; road also at risk 

SYSSELMANNEN

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A section of 
Tunabreen calves into 
Tempelfjorden as 
researchers observe it 
during warm weather 
months as part of a 
study to determine the 
effect on water 
temperatures on the 
rate calving occurs. 
Tunabreen was the 
slowest-moving 
glacier of the three in 
the study, moving an 
average of 20 
centimeters a day 
during winter and 
reaching a peak of 
one meter a day in 
October. But the 
influence of water 
temperatures on the 
glacier's calving rate 
matched that of the 
other glaciers that 
moved at speeds of 
up to four meters per 
day.

A police officer 
inspects a cabin at 
Bjørndalen standing 
dangerously close to a 
coastal shelf that 
suffered massive 
erosion during a storm 
in late September. 
Officials have 
determined the cabin 
and at least one of two 
nearby will need to be 
relocated further inland 
due to the danger of 
another major storm 
eroding the shelf under 
the structures. The 
relocations are likely to 
occur next year after 
the ground thaws out. 
It's one of numerous 
sites in Svalbard where 
erosion is threatening 
structures and cultural 
landmarks.

Various musicians gather onstage for a jam session Sunday night at the Radisson Blu Polar Hotel.
MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Erosion of the coastline at Bjørndalen, left, means the gray cabin in the middle of the picture is in danger of falling down a deep cliffside into the sea. At 
right, the road leading out to the cabin the area is also suffering erosion damage to the point officials are saying it may need to be closed it for repairs.

Disintigrating dreams 
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Plenty of homes in Longyearbyen are 
suffering everything from cracking to the threat 
of being wiped out by landslides due to climate- 
and weather-related events. But three cabins on 
the outskirts of town and the road leading to 
them may be an indicator of how quickly 
destruction can occur in extreme conditions.

A single rainstorm this fall eroded the 
coastline leading to the two of the cabins so 
quickly they're in danger of collapsing into the 
sea if one more major storm occurs, according 
to assessments by The Governor of Svalbard 
and the Norwegian Water Resources and 
Energy Directorate (NVE). It appears the cabin 

will be safe until next year due to the ground 
solidifying with onset of winter, but the sudden 
threat is worrisome.

"It is not unusual to have erosion along the 
shoreline," Knut A. Hoseth, chief engineer for 
NVE's northern regional office, told NRK last 
week. "But of this scope during a single event, 
based on what we know, that is unusual."

The inspectors also concluded one of the 
cabins at Bjørndalen is uninhabitable until 
further notice. But access could be restricted to 
far more people if the erosion damages the road 
leading out to the area. 

"The way out to Bjørndalen is also 
threatened," the governor's assessment states. 
"One of the most exposed areas is between the 
campground and Vestpynten, where it was 
observed that there had been considerable 
erosion. At its narrowest, it was a road shoulder 
down to one meter between the sea and the 
road."

The NVE, after its assessment, decided 
there are not yet grounds for a ban on traffic, 
but is recommending the Longyearbyen 
Community Council issue an advisory limiting 
traffic in the area. But Astrid Meek, the city's 
senior planning advisor, told NRK the city is 
limited in its authority to cope with the situation.

"The road is used often used and is fairly 
central to the city" said Astrid Meek, the city's 
senior planning advisor, in an interview with 
NRK. "We are quite concerned and the road 
might give out at the next occurrence of mild 
weather. But the road is state-owned and not 
under the local government's responsibility."

The area is one of several residential and 
cultural heritage locations where erosion and 
other weather-related damage has recently 
emerged as an existential threat, with climate 
change blamed for at least some of the problem.

The aging Gruvebadet building in Ny-
Alesund 

SYSSELMANNEN
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Leaders: reconsider rejects
STORE NORSKE GULL AS

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

 IMPATIENT, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

A surveyor checks a 
rock sample for gold 

content on St. 
Jonsfjorden. The test 
drillings from several 

years ago confirm the 
presence of gold 

deposits, some of which 
can be seen in the rust-

colored band in the 
mountainside at the 

right edge of the picture. 
The Governor of 

Svalbard refused in 
2011 to allow Store 

Norske to the continue 
the surveys due to their 
potential environmental 

impact. Morten Often, 
the company's 

exploration manager 
and head of the 

subsidiary Store Norske 
Gold, now wants the 

government to 
reconsider its decision 
due to the coal crisis.

operations for up to three years in the hope coal 
prices recover. It is requesting 95 million kro-
ner a year from the government to maintain the 
mines at Svea and Lunckfjell during the interim.

But with many predicting coal prices are 
not likely to recover soon – and with the cur-
rent $50 a ton price far below the $65 the com-
pany says it needs to break even – some are 
suggesting it's time to look to alternatives be-
yond the current hope that tourism, education 
and research will fill the void in the future.

A lucrative possibility is resuming gold ex-
ploration in Svalbard, according to Morten Of-

ten, the company's exploration manager and 
head of the subsidiary Store Norske Gold. In a 
column published in Svalbardposten, he argued 
the area's gold content may be similar to a mine 
in Finland that has 410 employees and a life ex-
pectancy "of at least 30 to 40 years."

Furthermore, he noted, Store Norske will 
lose its mineral rights to those areas if survey-
ing is not completed within the next few years.

"Without a political change of attitude, an 
opening and a desire to look at these possibili-
ties, it is almost inconceivable that someone 
would spend money on further investigation," 
he wrote. "When that disappears so does the 

possibility of further, future, stable and long-
lasting mining activity at Store Norske."

A proposal contrary to the near-universal 
assumption can't mine coal profitably at current 
prices is being advocated by Hermansen, who 
headed the company from 1999 to 2008 and is 
widely credited for ushering in an era of pros-
perity during that time.

In a seven-page memo submitted in Octo-
ber to Annette Malm Justad, chairwoman of the 
company's board of directors, he argued it is 
possible to continue mining Lunckefjell prof-
itably by purchasing a new longwall stope and 
extracting the coal using what's known as a 
room-and-pillar method with self-functioning 
machinery, now being done at Mine 7.

"You have the equipment and this can be 
started with a few weeks' notice," he wrote. 
"But if people stop working it is difficult to get 
them back."

Justad, in a reply, stated that possibility has 
already been considered and the company's 
findings are "the opposite of what you claim."

Hermansen told Svalbardposten he be-
lieves it is critical to keep Lunckefjell open be-
cause "once operations are closed down for a 
few years, there is little reason to believe that it 
will be possible to start up again."

The local Conservative Party is also argu-
ing the government provide enough money to 
continue mining for at least the short term to al-
low for a smoother transition. But there appears 
to be considerable opposition in Parliament to 
subsidizing mining since the prospects for fu-
ture profit are dubious.

Espen Rotevatn, the local Green Party 
leader, is hoping to government will essentially 
provide a large subsidy – of industries he ar-
gues offer more future potential.

ALTERNATIVES, from page 1
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Nov. 10
7 p.m.: Evening of hymns, led by Jovna 
Zakharias Dunfjell. Svalbard Church.
Nov. 11-15
Kunstpause. Schedule at kunstpause.no.
Nov. 12
7 p.m.: Movie: "Kon-Tiki" (1950 verion), 
Norwegian documentary. Kulturhuset.
Nov. 14
6-10 p.m.: Loy Krathong celebration 
hosted by Longyearbyen's Thai 
community. UNIS.
Nov. 15
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Julekongen – Full 
Rustning," Norwegian children's film, 
ages 6 and up. Kulthurhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Black Mass," U.S. action/
crime, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Nov. 16
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar
Nov. 17
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Nov. 18
6 p.m.: Movie: "Julekongen – Full 
Rustning," Norwegian children's film, 
ages 6 and up. Kulthurhuset.
Nov. 19
7 p.m.: Movie: "It Follows," U.S. horror. 
Kulturhuset.
Nov. 20
7:30 p.m.: Concert by Valkyrien Allstars. 
Kulturhuset
Nov. 22
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Song of the Sea," Irish/
Danish/French/Belgian/Luxembourg film, 
ages 6 and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay Part 2," U.S. action/fantasy, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Earth at critical 400 ppm carbon mark 
● Russia plans to power Arctic w/ nuclear
● First refugee arrested in Arctic Norway
● Why are tons of Arctic fish on fire?

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

Back with a vengence

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Barents Observer revived as 
independent paper, editor says 
Russia's gripes killed old version

Editor Thomas Nilsen works on The Independent Barents Observer in a spartan office in Kirkenes.
THE INDEPENDENT BARENTS OBSERVER

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The good news, literally, is the Barents 
Observer exists again as a fully independent 
newspaper. The bad, also literally, is 
Norwegian officials may have killed the old 
version because Russia complained about it.

The Independent Barents Observer was 
launched by Editor Thomas Nilsen and others 
who resigned from the "official" publication 
last month. In an interview with the BBC, he 
said the turmoil occurred because papers's 

owners, consisting of government officials in 
Norway’s three northernmost counties, caved 
into criticism from Russia, especially articles 
during the Ukraine crisis criticizing President 
Vladimir Putin's increasing crackdown on 
independent media.

"I think no Norwegian politician could 
actually receive orders from Russia," said 
Nilsen, who was fired before being reinstated 
briefly before the employee walkout.

The Barents officials and the Russian 
embassy in Moscow deny the accusation.

The free online newspaper based in 
Kirkenes provides English-language coverage 
of the surrounding region, including Svalbard.


