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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office
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tributes during Syttende Mai celebration
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Weather summary
Cloudy w/ occasional light rain and 
snow; temperatures dropping below 
freezing by Friday. 

Full forecast page 3
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apartments vacated 
again due to building, 
infrastructure damage.
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A fence blocks the road to Nybyen, left, at Longyearbyen School shortly after being set up at about 3 p.m. Monday. At right, emergency officials 
working for the city register Longyearbyen residents at Kulturhuset after they were forced to evacuate their homes due to the danger of landslides.
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Portly port proposal
NCA: Upgrading harbor with twin-dock floating pier offers big payoff

A twin-dock floating pier, seen here in an artist's 
illustration, is being proposed for Longyearbyen.

140 people forced to evacuate residences due to landslide danger‚ situation remains uncertain

See STORM, page 6

https://us-
mg6.mail.yahoo.c
om/neo/
launch?.rand=epm
v8hf4ja5bp#
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Big investment, big reward.
That’s the bottom line of a study by the 

Norwegian Coastal Administration (NCA) rec-
ommending a large-scale expansion of 
Longyearbyen Harbor. The NCA studied ten 

options, and is recommending a large-scale 
floating pier with a dock designed for fishing 
industry vessels and dock for tourism and re-
search vessels. In addition, there would also be 
a terminal with 1,000 square meters of interior 
space that could be used for retail, storage and 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

An immense rainstorm forced about 140 
people to evacuate residents and guest lodges 
Monday afternoon due to landslide and flood-
ing concerns and, while no major incidents 
were reported, officials said residents won't be 
able to return to their homes until at least 
Wednesday.

"There has been very high rainfall on the 
western side of Spitsbergen during the night, 
and there have been some minor landslides in 

the Longyearbyen area," a statement issued at 
about 10:30 a.m. Tuesday by The Governor of 
Svalbard notes. "Apart from a minor landslide 
that have destroyed parts of the kennels just 

outside the town, there were no reports of 
damage or injuries."

Emergency officials, after a 1 p.m. meet-
ing Tuesday, decided to extend the evacua-
tions another day.

"The situation is better when it comes to 
the risk of flooding and debris flows," said 
said Gov. Kjerstin Askholt in a prepared state-
ment. "The situation remains uncertain with 
regard to landslides."

The landslide at the kennels destroyed 
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

So in the words of some people, this is the 
third time our unstable editor been evacuated 
during the past year. Um, close but not quite. 
As almost all journalists know, to evacuate 
somebody is to give them an enema. The 
proper wording of what I and a bunch of 
others are going through is being forced to 
evacuate our homes. But it'd make an inter-
esting online poll question: which would be 
preferable? We suspect the answer will de-
pend on the structural damage inflicted in both 
cases … But, hey, if you can't eat at home be-
cause you've been forced out of it, the least you 
can is indulge in a luxurious dinner at one of 
two Longyearbyen restaurants that made the 
annual "White Guide" featuring the 325 best 
restaurants in the Nordic countries. Of the 64 
restaurants in Norway that made the list, Funk-
tionäramässen at Spitsbergen Hotel was ranked 
19th with a score of 28/73 (the first number be-
ing for the food out of a possible 40 points, the 
second overall on a 100-point scale). Huset was 

ranked 22nd at 28/73. But, um, there's just 
one problem: Spitsbergen Hotel is closed for 
renovations and Huset is among the build-
ings evacuated Monday due possible land-
slides. Oh, well. At least like during the 
avalanche there's free food at Kuturhuset for 
the first-world refugees and, unlike the 
avalanche, the liquor store was open for a few 
hours after the evacuations ended…And since 
we're back to the evacuation thing and painful 
choices, here's another question for that online 
poll: would you prefer either form of evacua-
tion here to having to participate in that farce 
known as the U.S. presidential election on 
Tuesday. Aftenposten interviewed nine U.S. cit-
izens who basically all agreed they just the 
dammed thing to be over. The article notes 
CNN published something on its website about 
coping tips, with one being a slideshow of 12 
soothing images – and of course, one is the 
Northern Lights over Svalbard. Nice idea, 
but we don't think people are going to be seeing 
many of them anytime soon with all this rain.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Turning bites into bytes

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

PRIVATE

Tove Eide and Omiel Abolhasani take photos of chocolates made at Fruene for the cafe's new 
online store. Eide, the cafe's co-owner, told Svalbardposten she believes it is the first web-based 
retail store in Svalbard. The claim is kinda accurate, but not really. A lot of the claim depends on 
what your definition of "is" is, but we know for a fact a photographer (no longer living here) set up 
an online store several years ago ago because our idiot editor flamed out spectacularly trying to 
help her set it up. Also, we'll leave it to readers to judge if the hotels, tours and such they've long 
been able to buy online qualify as online stores (not to mention some musicians and authors 
offering their work over the 'net). But fruene.mystore4.no may indeed be the first major local 
retailer to sell stuff online, which is pretty weird given how wild we are about how wired we are.

Well, kinda, but not really. Fruene is laying claim to the title now that it is selling its handmade chocolates via the 
internet, although it may be a bit before all the pieces are in place, so to speak (among other things, the URL is a 
bit awkward and it's only in Norwegian at the moment - although the latter is part of a much bigger problem to be 
soon revealed). A lot of the claim depends on your definition of "is," but we know for a fact a photographer (no 
longer living here) set up an online store several years ago ago because our idiot edior flamed out spectacularly 
trying to help her set it up. Also, we'll leave it to readers to judge if the hotels, tours and such they've lobg been 
able to buy online qualify as online stores (not to mention some musicians and authors offering their wirks over 
the 'net). But yes, it's possible Fruene is the major retail store doing this and that says something not entirely 
encouraging. The big obstacle, literally speaking, is the cafe can only send up to 350 kroner of chocolates without 
incurring VAT and customs fees, which are too yuuuge to cope with...

So, yeah, we threw in some not-subtle quips about the U.S. presidential election in the above posts. The trolls 
writing this column in a dungeon under duress consider our editor too much of a tyranical dictator to allow an 
endorsement to slip past us...but consider this. If Wiggy Trump wins we might have Americans stampeding here, 
which is great since we can drain their sizable wallets before forcing them off the island. Plus, Putin might be so 
obsessed with taking over the Baltic states and maybe a few others in eastern Europe he delays his incasion of 
Svalbard for a while. And since U.S. markets have been reeling in recent days at at the fear he might win, maybe 

Waaaait a minute…Who allowed this greenie 
propaganda photo to slip by our Truthy editor?

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain. NW winds to 44 km/h. 
High 4C (0C wind chill), low 
1C (-2C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Thursday
Cloudy. N winds to 32 km/h. 
High 3C (-1C wind chill), low 
-5C (-10C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

Saturday
Cloudy. NW winds to 29 km/h. 
High 0C (-4C wind chill), low 
-4C (-8C wind chill).

24-hour darkness
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, 0C (-6C), -3C (-7C), light 0:00h; Monday, rain/snow, 1C (-4C), -1C (-7C), light 0:00h; Tuesday, 
cloudy, -2C (-6C), -4C (-9C), light 0:00h; Wednesday, cloudy, -1C (-5C), -2C (-6C), light 0:00h

Data provided by Storm.no

Friday
Cloudy. NW winds to 25 km/h. 
High -1C (-5C wind chill), low 
-3C (-7C wind chill).

24-hour darkness

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Liberal Party seeking 10M kr. 
more for Longyearbyen

The Liberal Party is seeking 10 million kro-
ner more for Longyearbyen in next year's na-
tional budget than what the Conservative-led 
government is proposing. The city received an 
inflation-adjusted allocation of 151.3 million 
kroner in the proposed budget. Among the in-
creases sought by the Liberal Party leaders are 
five-million kroner for "Arctic infrastructure 
measures" and 3.5 million kroner for "initia-
tives within the childhood sector." Deputy 
Mayor Eirik Berger, who is the local Liberal 
Party leader, said the request shows the party 
takes Svalbard seriously. "That the Liberal Par-
ty is entering into negotiations with the govern-
ment parties with the aim to increase the sub-
sidy to Longyearbyen's municipal government 
shows that the party is putting itself in the driv-
er's seat when it comes to Svalbard policy," he 
said. "We have locally been consulted several 
times during the process and feel that we have 
been taken seriously during the year we have 
been in local government." The party elected its 
first members to the Longyearbyen Community 
Council during last fall's election and the three 
members were decisive in allowing the Labor 
Party to form a majority coalition.

Two power outages in past 
week – but not during storm

Longyearbyen suffered two power outages 
for different reasons during the past week but, 
despite concerns about heavy rain causing ad-
ditional outages the lights stayed on during 
the deluge Monday night and Tuesday. The 
first outage occurred last Wednesday morning 
due to an error in a grid substation at Mine 7, 
according to Kim Rune Røkenes. the city's 
chief engineer. "We have to replace the entire 
switchgear there," he said. Power was restored 
about an hour later. The second outage oc-
curred at about 8:30 a.m. Monday while city 
workers were preparing for the oncoming 
storm, Rokenes said. He said workers were 
working at a power subfacility at Vei 219 
when an error in a switch caused a short.  
Power was restored about 30 minutes later. 
There were also two isolated outages at busi-
nesses during a heavy rainstorm in mid-Octo-
ber due to power supply cables coming loose, 
prompting warnings from the city.

Longyearbyen sets precipitation, 
heat records in October; 71st 
month of above-average temps   

A landslide near Longyearbyen Cemetery forced the closure of a section of road for nearly three weeks.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's not exactly earth-shattering news that 
this October was by far the warmest and wettest 
in Longyearbyen – that part already happened 
with all the landslides that occurred during the 
month due to the weird weather.

But some figures beyond the month and 
beyond Longyearbyen certainly might rattle 
folks.

The average temperature in Longyearbyen 
during October was 3.2 degrees Celsius, 8.7 de-
grees above normal and 1.8 degrees above the 
previous record set in 2000, according to the 
Norwegian Meteorological Institute. The high-
est temperature was 10.1 degrees on Oct. 7, the 
first time the city a double-digit temperature 
has been recorded at Svalbard Airport in 
recorded history.

"Svalbard Airport has not had a single 
month of below-normal temperatures since 
November of 2010, meaning 71 months in a 
row," a report issued by the institute notes.

Similar records were set elsewhere in Sval-
bard including Ny-Ålesund at 1.9 degrees (7.6  
degrees above normal and 1.2 higher than the 
previous record), Bjørnøya at 5.1 degrees (5.6 
degrees above normal, 1.3 degrees above previ-
ous record), Hopen at 3.8 degrees (7.1 degrees 
above normal, 1.5 degrees above previous 
record) and Svea at 3.3 degrees ( 9.0 degrees 
above normal.

A record 57 millimeters of precipitation 
fell at Svalbard Airport during October, "which 
is 407 percent of normal," according to the in-
stitute's report. The wettest spot in Svalbard 
was Isfjord Radio with 138.7 millimeters, 
which is 308 percent of normal.

Svalbard's weather coincides with monthly 
and long-term temperature records being set 
across the Arctic (The average of minus 1.1 de-
grees in Barrow, Alaska, for example, was 
about 7 degrees above normal) and a new 
record low for sea ice cover during October.   
The sea ice covered an average of 6.40 million 
square kilometers, 400,000 square kilometers 
less than the previous record set in October of 
2007, according to the National Snow and Ice 
Data Center,
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

A harbor for 176,300 passengers?

Landslide warning 
issued to hikers

A 

Longyearbyen Community recalls that 
everyone is responsible for their own safety out 
and about.

These days there is a part landslides around, 
so pay attention.

We ask you to pay special attention to the 
area north of sarcophagus (where the path 
toward sarcophagus - Lars Breen runs), here 
have big soil slid out in recent weeks. When 
masses slipping out it means that the 
permafrost thaws further down, which may 
cause new landslides. 

icepeople

is now the first newspaper in Europe to be 
accepted as a full member of the Association of 
Alternative Newsmedia. That means a whole new 
global audience will be looking to Svalbard – and 
what it might have to offer those who visit. Tell 
them what you have with our extremely affordable 
print and website advertising, designed either by 
you or by us. 
Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com or 4151 4638 
for details.

VISIT SVALBARD
The 333-meter-long MSC Splendida, which has room for about 5,200 passengers and crew, docks at Longyearbyen Harbor this summer. Large cruise 
ships are increasingly being used for voyages to Svalbard as a way of increasing capacity without increasing the number of ships to to harbor limits.

DOCK, from page 1
scientific purposes.

“Although investment and maintenance 
costs are relatively high, the overall beneficial 
effects large enough to make the project eco-
nomically viable,” a report issued Nov. 1 by the 
NCA states.

An upgraded harbor is one of the top prior-
ities of many local political and business lead-
ers, since the current pier is barely adequate for 
the largest cruise ships now visiting. Further-
more, a government policy change that will al-
low fish processing companies to operate in 
Svalbard means such facilities for such vessels 
will likely be needed several years from now.

“First I want to thank the NCA for the 
good job they have done,” Longyearbyen May-

or Arild Olsen told Svalbardposten. “The con-
cept study is a reflection of what we have dealt 
with here locally, both administratively and po-
litically. I am glad that they are so clear in their 
recommendations. Now we will continue work-
ing on this both here and with the national 
politicians.”

The NCA’s recommendation is based on 
forecasts showing that tourism, research and 
education activities will likely evolve in a posi-
tive direction in a future, according to a state-
ment by the agency. The report estimates 961 
vessels carrying 61,900 people will visit 
Longyearbyen in 2016, 1,648 vessels carrying 
121,700 people will visit in 2040 and 2,317 
vessels carrying 176,300 people will visit in 
2060.

In addition, the floating pier and cus-
tomized buildings are better than traditional 
fixed facilities due to difficult ground and 
weather conditions in Longyearbyen, according 
to the report.

“Another clear finding in the research work 
is the creation of a fishing industry in 
Longyearbyen will have a very positive eco-
nomic benefit,” the statement notes. “Establish-
ing a fishing industry will have little impact on 
the usefulness of other infrastructure and one 
can therefore consider such solutions regardless 
of other quay options.”

Of the ten alternatives considered, five 
were based on the concept of floating docks. 

The preferred alternative is 
one of two with the highest 
potential for renting out in-
terior space and, unlike the 
other alternative, also in-
cludes the fishing pier and 



Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

Moving lessons
UNIS students say it feels 'just like a school trip' as 86 bussed to Nybyen for evacuation of dorms

Essential belongings for 86 students forced to evacuate their dorms in Nybyen are piled into the lobby of The University Centre in Svalbard on Monday.
KATHARINA BEUTNER / ICEPEOPLE

By KATHARINA BEUTNER
Editor

Within a couple of hours, the weather fore-
cast changed the general opinion at The Uni-
versity Centre in Svalbard from "all fieldwork 
is cancelled" to "we need to evacuate Nybyen."

Svalbard, known to be an Arctic dessert, 
has experienced some unusual warm weeks, in 
fact the warmest October in recorded weather 
history for Longyearbyen. This has caused 
large landmasses, normally embedded in per-
mafrost to become unstable and start sliding. 
The last big landslide was just next to 
Longyearbyen Cemetery about three weeks ago 
(Oct. 15), causing people to be extra careful 
about the area. The Governor of Svalbard rec-
ommended people to cancel planned hikes, 
even on routes generally described as being 
safe and easy for unexperienced hikers.

With the weather forecast for Longyear-
byen looking grim for some days already, the 
first precaution on Monday was canceling all 
planned field trips, something that had been 
done just after the last series of landslides 
around Advendalen.

Later during the day, around 12:30 p.m., 
Fred Skancke Hansen, director of HSE and in-
frastructure at UNIS, in cooperation with the 
governor decided to evacuate all 86 students 
from Brakke 4, 9, 11 and 13 in Nybyen, and 
temporarily house them at Guest Huset and 
Sjøskrenten near the university. This was meant 
to be a preventive measure since there was no 

immediate threat to the students in Nybyen. 
All students were informed via Facebook 

(both through UNIS staff and members of the 
UNIS student council) and e-mail, that buses 
would be provided to bring all students that 
where currently at UNIS to Nybyen. There they 
would have one hour to pack their most neces-
sary items. They were asked to bring clothing 
and other items needed to be able to stay away 
from Nybyen for up to three days in case the 
severe weather would not allow to return to the 
their dorms within 24 hours. 

Adrian Pop, a master's student who has 
been living in Nybyen since 2014, called the 
evacuation well-structured and all necessary in-
formation was provided in a timely manner. He 
also praised the efficiency of UNIS staff, call-
ing them "nice, calm and well organized."

The only thing that should be changed for 

future possible evacuations, according to stu-
dents, is having a clearer line of information. At 
the beginning of the evacuation some uncer-
tainties had come up, since the information 
shared by the student council was taken directly 
from the governor. Additional information had 
to be provided by Hansen to provide clarify 
where to meet, where to go and how long the 
evacuation might be.

After everybody had been brought down to 
UNIS, – using the busses that usually provide 
airport shuttle service – an information meeting 
was held where all displaced students and some 
members of the staff where informed about the 
current situation.

"We don’t expect anything to happen and 
this is just a safety precaution," Hansen told the 
assembly.

Prof. Ole Humlum, a landslide expert, said 
"we don’t expect the storm to be like the one in 
December of last year since back then we had a 
long period of cold weather before the storm, 
leading to an avalanche." During that storm 
Barrack 10 lost its roof, something that is not 
likely to happen to the other barracks since af-
ter December 2015 their roofs had been im-
proved. 

Altogether the evacuation had been calm 
and very well structured. Some students even 
described the atmosphere as being "just like a 
school trip" since, with the excellent help and 
information by UNIS staff, all 86 students 
stayed calm and stress free.

Prof. Ole Humlum updates UNIS students about 
weather conditions and evacuated areas of town. 

EVA THERESE JENSSEN / UNIS
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There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Evacuations 'a part of life'
Official aboard one of The Governor of Svalbard's rescue helicopters inspects the mountains on the east side of Longyearbyen at midday Tuesday.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

STORM, from page 1

A map shows areas of Longyearbyen that were 
evacuated Monday afternoon shaded in red.

SYSSELMANNEN

about a dozen dog cages at about 9:10 p.m. 
Monday, according to Svalbardposten. About 
two dozen dogs were removed from their ken-
nels as a safety precaution. Many of the facili-
ties are access to the area are expected to re-
main closed and dog owners were planning to 
stand guard through the night Tuesday.

All buildings in Nybyen and near Svalbard 
Church and the old bakery, as well as many 
homes between Vei 222 to 228 were evacuated 
starting at about noon Monday due to the land-
slide risk. Those forced to leave their homes 
were asked to find their own alternate housing 
if possible.

“This is a type of extreme weather we are 
not accustomed to in Svalbard and we are 
therefore unsure how this will turn out in 
Longyearbyen,” a statement issued at that time 
from the governor’s office noted.

In addition, the risk of avalanches above 
500 meters in elevation in west Spitsbergen 
was classified at the highest possible level.

Longyearbyen Mayor Arild Olsen, who 
said on Monday the would likely be “a short-
term condition,” said Tuesday snow in the 
mountains remained a concern because addi-
tional rain and warm temperatures would 
present a major threat if heavy snowloads exist.

The storm was expected to bring 30 to 50 
millimeters of rain to Longyearbyen and up to 
100 millimeters of precipitation in some sur-
rounding coastal mountains during a 24-hour 
period beginning at about 3 p.m. Monday, ac-
cording to the Norwegian Meteorological Insti-
tute. Winds in exposed coastal areas were fore-
cast to reach speeds of more than 100 kilome-
ters per hour.

“We are asking people not to move in the 
terrain,” Askholt said. “Loose objects should be 
secured.”

Residents were given until 3 p.m. to evacu-
ate their homes. They were then required to 

register at Kulturhuset, where food, counseling 
and limited temporary housing was available. 
Numerous residents also offered places to stay 
on a community Facebook page.

Store Norske Administrative Director 
Wenche Ravlo, who was among those forced to 
evacuate their homes, said she planned to stay 
with a colleague and “we are urging all of our 
employees to do the same.” She said about 50 
residences the company owns were evacuated, 
including 40 occupied by company employees 
and their families.

Although Ravlo and others in the homes 

were also forced out after the avalanche last 
Dec. 19 that destroyed 11 homes and killed two 
people in the area, she said she isn’t thinking 
about moving to a safer place yet.

“We’ll see what the NVE report says,” she 
said, referring to an analysis by the Norwegian 
Water Resources and Energy Directorate as-
sessing what structures in Longyearbyen are at 
risk of being hit by avalanches expected to be 
released in the near future.

As for being forced out of her home twice 
in less than a year, “it’s a hassle, but I’m not 
stressed. It’s a part of life.”

Store Norske notified the governor early 
Monday evening that people should avoid the 
company's historic mining trestles because 
many are rotting and therefore unstable due to 
the saturated soil and high winds.

Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helge-
sen, one of community’s leaders and counselors 
when the avalanche hit, found himself among 
the displaced during this storm.

“It hits you somehow when you get the 
message you have to go out from your home in 
two hours,” he said. “For me it’s kind of an ex-
perience to be in the same boat as the other 
people."”

The road to Nybyen was blocked at 
Longyearbyen School and at the crossing road 
of the old museum. That meant Huset and the 
surrounding buildings were closed as well as 
the larger residential and lodging area.

In addition, the road to Bjoerndalen was 
closed at the barbecue area. Robert Johansen, 
who owns a cabin in the area, said a police offi-
cer knocked on the cabin door and told him he 
had two hours to leave.

“I took some food,” he said. “I have a place 
in town so it’s not a problem.”

Johansen said his cabin isn’t at risk from 



Innocence lost
A visitor examines the wrecked remains of homes destroyed by a massive avalanche last Dec. 19. The homes have since been demolished and removed.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The avalanche last Dec. 19 that destroyed 
11 homes and killed two people should be in-
vestigated as a criminal matter, a reversal ac-
cording to Norway’s Director of Public Prose-
cutions, overturning a decision by regional 
prosecutors not to seek charges.

“In a case like this, where a natural disaster 
has claimed two lives and caused serious mate-
rial damage, and where an entire community is 
affected, it is obviously reason to investigate 
for the purpose of clarifying the cause, as the 
governor has done,” a press release issued Oct. 
28 by the Director of Public Prosecutions states.

The decision does not mean concrete evi-
dence of criminal conduct has been found, the 
release notes.

One of the persons killed in the avalanche 
was Nikoline Røkenes, 2, when her family’s 
home was buried. Her parents, Pia Sivertsen 
and Kim Rune Røkenes, sharply protested the 
regional prosecutors’ decision in June not to 
seek charges, filing a complaint with the na-
tional director and indicating they might seek 
further legal action.

Among their complaints were reports dat-
ing back to 1992 stating the area where the 

avalanche occurred could be exposed to such 
slides every 20 to 30 years, yet the city of 
Longyearbyen permitted and Store Norske (the 
property’s owner) built houses there without 
taking any precautionary measures such as bar-
riers or a warning system.

“We are relieved and happy that the matter 
is now being investigated,” Kim Rune Røkenes 
told NRK. “This is what we have fought for.”

Svalbard Gov. Kjerstin Askholt said she 
supports the reversal, but declined to discuss if 
she believes charges are warranted.

“From the beginning, the governor’s office 

has declared itself disqualified in this matter, 
and we ask for your understanding that we can-
not comment on the case while it is under in-
vestigation,” she said in a prepared statement.

“It is important that the matter is thorough-
ly investigated so that the bereaved and the 
public get a response, and that no undue parties 
be subjected to suspicion, as it says in public 
prosecutions’ press release.”

Svalbardposten reported the same day as 
the announcement that the city and Store 
Norske are willing to discuss a settlement with 
the parents without admitting criminal liability. 
The city is already involved in discussions with 
the parents.

“We want work  along the lines of this re-
sulting in a just and and good deal,” Longyear-
byen Mayor Arild Olsen told the newspaper. 
“We want to avoid having this case ending up 
in court.”

Store Norske Managing Director Wenche 
Ravlo told Svalbardposten an attorney’s review 
of the situation indicates the company is not 
legally liable, “but we would like to contribute 
to a dialogue and hope it is possible to arrive at 
an amicable solution.”

Nikoline Røkenes, 2, was buried in her home for 
two hours after the Dec. 19 avalanche struck.

PRIVATE

Decision not to investigate Dec. 19 avalanche as criminal matter reversed after victim's family protests



Labored party?
Longyearbyen youths perform a scene in  “An Adventurous Tribute to Store Norske" on Friday at Kulturhuset to honor the company's 100th anniversary.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Not so much, actually, as community still finds much to celebrate on Store Norske's 100th birthday

The property near Longyearbyen may contain 20 million tons of coal – but mining it may be unfeasible.
NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTEBy MARK SABBATINI

Editor
Last month the company finished shutting 

down almost everything and laying off almost 
everyone. This month – and next – the compa-
ny is the cause of much celebrating.

The coal company’s 100th birthday is Nov. 
30 and it’s safe to say the mood isn’t quite what 
many in Longyearbyen would have liked or ex-
pected before a coal price crash sent the compa-
ny into an economic tailspin and near bankrupt-
cy. But young and old alike are offering a vari-
ety of tributes to the company that until the 
crash was the town’s economic cornerstone.

“It could be better,” Svein Jonny Albrigt-
sen, a longtime miner who’s one of about 100 
workers than remain of what used to be a 400-
person workforce. “A lot of miners have left 
here.”

But there is cause for celebration beyond 
the fact “we’ve been a part of the society for 
100 years,” Albrigtsen said. Although many in-
dustry experts have expressed skepticism Store 
Norske will be able to reopen its main mines at 
Svea and Lunckefjell – only the relatively small 
Mine 7 is now operating – he said he’s more 
optimistic because the prices have recently 
been recovering faster than predicted.

“I’m hopeful for the future,” he said. “The 
situation is looking up because coal prices are 
going up.”

The company is also increasingly targeting 

tourism with various projects. In addition to 
tours of the abandoned Mine 3, Store Norske 
recently formed a joint venture with Spitsberg-
ergen Travel to turn Svea into a full-blown 
tourist attraction that will feature activities and 
accommodations. The mining company is also 
refurbishing its decaying cable car trestles in 
Longyearbyen and trying to restore other his-
toric mining structures.

More than 100 local youths, including 
groups Polargospel and Sirkus Svalnardo, 
joined other local musicians and performers 
from Den Norske Opera & Ballett at Kul-
turhuset on Friday for “An Adventurous Trib-
ute to Store Norske.” The ensemble presented 
the company’s history as a two-act Shake-
spearen drama (or as much as a production with 
elves, goblins and Disney songs allows) supple-
mented with music, dance and acrobatics.

The tributes will continue during Kunst-
pause (see schedule of highlight events on page 
16), which begins with an opening ceremony at 
6 p.m. Nov. 10 at Galleri Svalbard that will be 
presided over by Store Norske Administrative 
Director Wenche Ravlo. Two exhibits will de-
but at the gallery during the event, including a 
selection of the coal company’s art collection 
and a photo exhibit by members of the 
Longyearbyen Photo Club. A video tribute will 
be offered by Svalbard Museum on Nov. 12, 
which will offer free admission from noon to 5 
p.m., and show a collection  as it shows a col-

lection of films from Mine 3, Mine 5 and Svea.
Store Norske’s 100th birthday on Nov. 30 

will pass quietly, but a trio of events are 
planned on Dec. 1.

Store Norske will debut a memorial near 
Svalbard Church honoring the 124 people who 
have died while working for the company and 
host an open day at Mine 3, which is now a mu-
seum and tour site. But the company, which is 
still struggling financially, is not planning to 
host a major public celebration – instead, many 
of the Longyearbyen’s music and stage per-
formers will present a tribute performance at 
7:30 p.m. at Huset, which will be followed by a 
traditional harvest celebration at the historic 
building.

“We want to create a show where we pay 
tribute to Store Norske,” Anne Lise Sandvick, 
the event’s main organizer, told Svalbard-
posten. “We would like to thank the company 
for what it has meant to the city, and our activi-
ties such as choirs, big bands and festivals. 
There would not have been anything without 
Store Norske. When they are in that situation 
that they cannot have a big party, we will say 
that we are eternally grateful.”

Store Norske, in turn, gave a birthday gift 
to residents by distributing free copies of Sig-
urd Westby's book "Store Norske Spitsbergen 
Kulkompani 1916 - 1945" to households. Those 
who didn't get a copy can get one at the compa-
ny's office between 3 and 4 p.m. Wednesday. 

Page 8 November 8, 2016
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Beginners' pluck
Amir Vidmar, 14, and his brother Alif, 16, take the stage at Kroa during a concert with the Tito Lausteen Quartet on the second day of Dark Season Blues.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Blues novices young and old anything but intrepid during 14th annual Dark Season Blues festival
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Andreas Hegermann Riis hadn't played the 
drums in 20 years so he wasn't exactly expect-
ing some acquaintances to ask him if he'd like 
to perform in one of Longyearbyen's signature 
concerts – four weeks from then.

"I was like, 'Are you kidding me?'" he said 
after the gig in the abandoned Mine 3 on the 
third day of the annual Dark Season Blues festi-
val. "I practiced very hard to regain some of my 
competence. I regains my old skills and learned 
some new ones."

He wasn't the only one in the five-member 
local group that needed to learn some new 
tricks. Lead singer Thomas Nilsen had never 
performed blues before the concert, but said he 
felt comfortable because the musicians – except 
for Riis – have performed together before in 
various settings. As for the band's name – The 
Advent Bay Poolboys– that was an even bigger 
rush job.

"We had about 10 minutes to decide on a 
name," he said. "That was the deadline before 
we had to sub the information to Blues News."

Their first full concert was a Friday night 
set at Svalbard, but Nilsen said the concert in 
Mine 3, a featured venue for local bands in re-
cent years was far more enjoyable.

"They are here because they are interested 
in listening to you," he said of the audience. 
"This is the coolest stage in Svalbard."

Because many of the band's members have 
jobs that require late-night hours they found 
themselves beginning rehearsals at 1 a.m., Riis 
said.

"Now thankfully it's over and we can go 
back to our normal lives," he said.

Also testing their Blue Q was a quartet of 

Longyearbyen teens who dubbed themselves 
"Bitch Slap" and joined the Tito Lausteen 
Quartet for a pair of performances during the 
first two days of the festival.

"We knew it was going to be really chal-
lenging," said Tommy "Tito" Andreassen, lead 

The Advent Bay Poolboys, a Longyearbyen band formed weeks before Dark Season Blues, perform in 
Mine 3 during the festival. Band members include Thomas Nilsen (vocals), Trond Breen (guitar/
vocals), Ørjan Vingen (bass), Jon Gunnar Hansen (guitar) and Andreas Hegermann Riis (drums).

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

See FESTIVAL, page 10
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• Quality gold, silver and diamonds at very good prices

• Distinctive watches, scarves and leather handbags

• Diverse selection of  Svalbard souvenirs

• Located in Lompensenteret in the center of  town

We look forward to seeing you!

Gems from a small, independent 
jewelry store as unique as Svalbard

+47 7902 1816 • post@gullgruva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Gullgruva Arctic Design

The group Gjems, Stølefjell, Jacobsen and Skoglund, left, performs an acoustic blues set at Mary-Ann's Polarrigg during Dark Season Blues. At right, 
Stan Webb, 70, is interviewed by Norwegian journalist Øyvind Rønning at Baretnz Pub during a free blues lunch during the four-day festival.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Biggest DSB to be even bigger in '17 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

FESTIVAL, from page 9
singer and guitarist for the band from mainland 
Norway, noting this is the first time they've 
worked with youths. "But they really picked it 
up quickly."

About 1,000 people attended the four-day 
festival,  now in its 14th year, with about 3,100 
total audience members at all shows, said Es-
pen Helgesen, the festival's director.

"More people were coming out on Thurs-
day," he said. "I think this one was the biggest 

ever."
He said festival organizers definitely plan 

to make things even bigger for the 15-year an-
niversary, but there are limited way of doing so.

"It depends on the planes," he said. "We 
can't have concerts in more places because we 
don't have the equipment for it. We can have 
bigger concerts, bigger names."

Among the biggest names – and loudest 
performers – this year was Stan Webb' Chick-
enshack. Webb, celebrating his 50th year as a 

performing musician, also showed festival at-
tendees his quieter side during an artist's inter-
view at a free "blues lunch."

"You can have  a quiet afternoon tea band 
– some people love that," he said dismissively. 
But his band "has sort of this heavy undertone. 
It's just the way it comes out…I turn it down 
and the next day e-mails are like 'why were you 
so quiet?'"
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You-know-poo
Um…no, this isn't a spoiler since it doesn't show the winner of these absurd rankings. Nor is a suggestion the docu-soap ended up going totally to the dogs.

BBC EARTH

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Kinda like our landslides here the past few 
weeks, there was a lot of moving and shaking. 
But as freezing temperatures set in (we desper-
ately hope), things aren't far from what was ex-
pected.

All ten episodes of "Svalbard: Life on the 
Edge" ("Ice Town: Life on the Edge" outside 
Norway) have now aired and it's not all that 
hard ranking who starred and who sunk, al-
though it must be noted much of the best 
footage got left on the cutting-room floor. As 
other coverage at the fishwrapper's website 
notes, the series is essentially an entertaining 
diversion and an ultimate waste of opportunity 
at the same time. That reflects on the characters 
as well; only one truly gets a continuous and in-
triguing storyline, but at least the show picked 
what appeared to be the person with the best 
narrative. But they could have done much more 
with the others. I'll get into specifics when dis-
cussing each character.

But these rankings, reflecting the cold real-
ities of math, can't allow that to be an influence. 
So, based solely on what made the final cut, is 
how the persons featured in the BBC Earth 
docu-soap series rank in from least to most in-
teresting. For this finale I am including anyone 
deemed worthy of a "hero shot" (where their 
name is displayed as part of a slo-mo profile 
image), although "supporting" characters ap-
pearing only in an episode or two are noted 

with an asterisk.

11. Alex Pilditch (SvalSat employee and 
tour guide)

The runaway winner for "most screwed 
over character" of the series. I need to talk to 
him to get some actual facts, but I'm wondering 
if the show picked him as an ideal character 
and then found themselves unable to film much 
of what he does at Svalbard Satellite Services (I 
was casually chatting with a carpenter the other 
day who mentioned he did some kind of reno-
vation/repair there, but when I asked what it 
was he said he was prohibited from discussing 
it). There were too many snowmobile trips with 
tourist groups for his to stand out, but his trip to 
Isfjord Radio with his girlfriend was a sweet 
Hallmark Moment. Ultimately, his main flaw 
was being too sturdy and normal for reality TV 
– a trait the co-winner of these rankings shares, 
except that person has a counterpart that results 
in a classic ying-and-yang entertainment value.

Original prediction: Second-to-last, be-
hind yours truly. But much as I want to, I can't 
rank myself last and expect this list to have any 
credibility based on feedback from locals and 
visitors throughout the series.

10. Ben Finney and Lara Hudson (Green 
Dog Svalbard mushers)*

It's amazing they weren't featured more 
given all the time film crews spent with them. 

But there is also the question of what do you 
show besides them taking tourists on trips and 
caring for the dogs? Still, Lara in particular 
came off well in the scenes she was in – her de-
scribing how she copes with an isolated life, 
trying to keep tourists happy during an outing 
cancelled by a blizzard and helping Ben take 
the outhouse gunk to town dump being the best 
examples. Given all the potshots I've taken at 
the series, it's nice when I can legitimately say 
even the near-last finishers had their moments.

Original prediction: Higher than this, but 
not much.

9. Mark Sabbatini ("super sleuth journal‐
ist")

There's no question I peaked during the all-
important "avalanche episode" during week 
three and the following episode when I'm strug-
gling with my possible sudden departure from 
here due to the sudden loss of my home. But 
beyond that, it's all a bunch of piffle. The one 
scene I liked was me talking to Benjamin Vid-
mar after a fire wiped out his greenhouse. It 
was a legit interview/conversation, but he was 
the star/focus, not I. There were several other 
scenes like that with characters and other local 
residents I wish had made the final cut instead 
of what was shown (i.e. me in a spur-of-the-
moment interview with Mary-Ann when a tour 
bus driver destroyed the entry gate of her 
lodge...it makes the scene with her fired chef 

Ranking the characters of 'Svalbard: Life on the Edge' from least to most interesting – the final verdict

See RANKINGS, page 12



Middle gets muddled
We're all winners! Now…don't you feel better? Savor the feeling. Hope you enjoyed it because that "everybody gets a participation trophy" stuff is bunk.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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RANKINGS, from page 11
seem like polite conversation). On the positive 
side, thankfully, they dropped the "L.A. crime 
reporter" idiocy after the first few episodes, but 
there's nothing during the second half of the se-
ries that's "must-see TV" involving me.

Original prediction: Dead last. But the 
truth is, due to what I suspect to quirkiness and 
public visibility, the most "famous" characters 
from the series are Wiggo, Claudia, Mary-Ann, 
Christine, Benjamin V. and myself.

8. Mats Macombe (Spitsbergen Travel 
guide)*

So the editors in London are looking at all 
the cool footage shot here, see Mats' stuff 
and…exactly what f**ked-up decision making 
process followed that limited him to one ap-
pearance in Episode Four? Originally touted as 
a main character in a press release, he had to 
settle for being the comic highlight of his 
episode (yes, even above Mary-Ann's infamous 
"Arctic Kitchen Nightmares" scene). From 
spinning out in Svalbard's only Porsche to for-
getting the food on an snowmobile expedition 
with friends, he pulled off the impressive feat 
of combining lovable goofiness with quiet dig-
nity. 

Original prediction: Not applicable.

7. Martin Eckhardt (doctor at Longyear‐
byen Hospital)*

He doesn't appear until Episode Eight, but 
he is by far the most interesting character of 
that episode and at the start of Episode Nine. 
Not only is he getting away from the stereotypi-
cal scenes we'd been seeing repeatedly for 
weeks (he deals with frostbite, caring for pa-
tients, an emergency rescue drill at sea and a 
seriously ill infant), but he does so with a quiet 

yet strong on-camera presence. It's easy to ar-
gue he should have been one of the regulars, 
but the hospital likely would have balked on 
that many months of filming.

Original prediction: Not applicable.

6. Chris Borstad (UNIS professor and 
avalanche expert)

I thought picking those at the top of the list 
would be torture, but it took maybe a minute to 
sketch out the list beginning with Chris. The se-
ries didn't seem interested in showing him as 
more than the de facto avalanche expert, al-
though at least the looser side of him was re-
vealed in his final two appearances (one where 
he forgot a key piece of field equipment, the 
other when he did the ski marathon in Episode 
Nine). A strong, smart and likable character 
that makes a nice contrast to the show's goofi-
ness and exaggerations – but, alas, the nest per-
son on the list did those things somewhat 
better.

Original prediction: About here, maybe a 
notch higher.

5. Leif Magne Helgesen (priest at Sval‐
bard Church)

If I were to channel our local priest's 
thoughts, they'd no doubt urge me to not harbor 
resentment and refrain from questioning the 
motives of the film editors. But to hell with 
that. Why in the name of *?!$€~ #=€?}\^ ?%}
^>\ did you show him conducting four outdoor 
Masses and only a few brief moments else-
where? Look, I get you weren't there when he 
was trying to save Palestinian villages from de-
struction in the West Bank (but there is news 
and other footage) and you decided not to inter-
rupt your holidays for more than a couple of 
days during the several weeks after the 
avalanche, when he was arguably the primary 

healer/spokesman-in-chief. Still, there's nothing 
involving his everyday church work, and only a 
quick token nod to things such as a landmark 
recording project and his presence as a live 
stage singer. Leif easily was one of the top two 
personas in terms of presence – his being digni-
ty, the eccentricity - and perhaps it's predicable 
the editors didn't perceive that as a marketable 
commodity. Bastards.

Original prediction: Top three or four, 
ahead of the next guy on the list.

4. Benjamin Vidmar (founder of Polar 
Permaculture)

If these rankings were about the character 
with the most interesting storyline Ben would 
win in a rout. He is the only person in the series 
who has a consistent and evolving plot as he 
tries to get his greenhouse and Polar Permacul-
ture project started. And the twists in the plot 
range from some of the most humorous (worm 
cookies) to tragic (the toxic fire) of the series. 
Plus, there's personal moments such as the gor-
geous moonlight scenes of him meditating in an 
abandoned mining structure. The finale brings 
it all home for him - and essentially serves as a 
larger blanket statement for the hopeful side of 
Longyearbyen's uncertain future. Without 
meaning any disrespect, he's likely to become 
one of the biggest role models for greenies who 
are aware of this place. Only complaint: why 
were there no scenes of him doing DJ duties 
during those Saturday night parties at Huset, 
the closest thing to a red-light district we have?

Original prediction: Here or a spot lower.

3. Mary-Ann Dahle (owner of Mary-Ann's 
Polarrigg)

This is where we cross the line into "weird-
ness sells." Mary-Ann goes on about penises in 

BBC EARTH

See RANKINGS, page 16



"We endorse us for president because we need the paycheck"

'Norwegian sovereignty in 
Svalbard is uncontensted'

An expert's claim that Norway's position in 
Svalbard is in unprecedented peril is being 
challenged by the Norwegian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. "Norwegian sovereignty in Sval-
bard is uncontested," said Frode Overland An-
dersen, head spokesman for the ministry. "Nor-
wegian exercise of authority during the last 
decades has been gradually expanded in line 
with practical needs and respected by all in 
Svalbard. There is therefore no basis for claim-
ing that Norway's position is more vulnerable 
than ever." Per Arne Totland, author the recent-
ly released book"Cold Front: Conflict Areas in 
Svalbard Over 100 years," said last week "we 
are moving into a time where Norway's posi-
tion on Svalbard is more vulnerable than ever" 
and the government lacks a specific strategy for 
dealing with the issue in its recently revised 
"white paper" for the area. Andersen said the 
paper, which outlines policy goals for the 
archipelago, argued the document address the 
issue extensively. "The report continues the 
government's main objectives of Norwegian 
Svalbard policy," he said. "This policy has the 
bipartisan support of the Parliament. A continu-
ation of the long-term goals in Svalbard policy, 
and a consistent and solid Norwegian exercise 

of authority is a good strategy to ensure clarity 
and predictability."

– High North News

Russian tourism in Svalbard 
up 500 percent since 2014 

For the first time, Trust Arcticugol's rev-
enues from tourism are higher than the ones 
from coal mining. That has been made possible 
by upgrading local infrastructure, according to 
the journal Russky Vestnik. Figures from the 
archipelago, a territory under Norwegian 
sovereignty, shows the number of Russian 
tourists is up about 500 percent since 2014. 
Half of them come during wintertime. The 
tourism activities organized from Barentsburg 
are still far below tourism in the nearby Norwe-
gian settlement of Longyearbyen, where about 
60,000 tourists in 2015 paid a visit. Also in 
Longyearbyen, tourism is picking up the pace. 
In 2010, only about 35,000 tourists visited the 
settlement. "This has been a very good year for 
us," said  Timofei Rogozhin, head of the Gru-
mant Arctic Tourism Center at the Arcticugol 
State Trust, in an interview with Interfax. "We 
received 600 Russians, 300 in winter and 300 
in summer, who joined long tours lasting from 
six to eight days. Last year, there were 200 
tourists, and in 2014, only 100." According to 

Rogozhin, all in all the Arctic Tourism Center 
served about 30,000 tourists in 2016.   

– The Independent Barents Observer

Five days in a lifeboat in Arctic 
too much for test project 

A researcher who tested the ability of peo-
ple to survive for multiple days in a lifeboat 
north of Svalbard was named the winner of this 
year's Arctic Shipping Forum conference, help 
this year in Montreal. Knut Espen Solberg, 43, 
conducted the tests to see if the lifeboats are ad-
equate to meet a Polar Code that takes effect 
Jan. 1 which, among other things, mandates 
they be sufficiently built and equipped to allow 
occupants to survive five days at sea. "Nobody 
managed more than a day," he said. "We were 
left with many answers and even more ques-
tions. It is quite clear that the current equipment 
is not good enough."

– Sysla

'New' UNIS radar station can 
'see across' the North Pole

Norway’s first SuperDARN radar, capable 
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Twilight illuminates the mountains across from Barentsburg, where the sun set for the last time this year Oct. 26. Workers in the Russian settlements 
have spent the past several years refurbishing and upgrading buildings in an effort to increase tourism in the wake of ongoing coal mining struggles.

TINA FAUST SØLVSTEN / VISIT SVALBARD



of looking "across" the North Pole is now oper-
ating. The radar facility located next to the 
Kjell Henriksen Observatory and the EISCAT 
Svalbard radar is one of more than 30 low-pow-
er HF radars that look into Earth’s upper atmo-
sphere beginning at mid-latitudes and extend-
ing into the polar regions. The SuperDARN 

(Super Dual Auroral Radar Network) structure 
consists of two rows of masts which are be-
tween 515 and 18 meters) high. The facility 
was built last summer and the radar has been in 
operation since last autumn, but it was official-
ly opened Oct. 19. The radar’s signals reach 
3,000 kilometers from Longyearbyen, well over 
the North Pole. "The radar observes the motion 

of charged particles (plasma) in the ionosphere 
between 200 and 300 kilometers above us, pro-
viding us with information on the Earth’s space 
environment," said Dag Lorentzen, a professor 
at The University Centre in Svalbard who leads 
the SuperDARN project with associate profes-
sor Lisa Baddeley.

– The University Centre in Svalbard

s more than a billion 'likes' from nature fans worldwide
    In a new photo book titled Nat Geo, the publication 

shares 300 of its most popular social media images  
    The account is manned by 100 of its esteemed photog-

raphers who submit in real time as they travel

–  Arctic.ru

Photos of glacier taken 75 years apart 
show vast melting

Two pictures of a Svalbard glacier taken 75 years apart 
reveal an enormous loss of ice, as well as a trend occurring 
elsewhere in the archipelago, according to Hanne Hammer 
Stien, general manger of the Polar Museum in Tromsø. "It's 
one thing is to hear someone talk about the ice melting and 
disappearing," he said. "It's something completely different 
to see it in black and white as with these images." The first 
photo of Gullybreen in Magdalenefjorden was taken in 1937, 
the second in 2012 by  photographer and historian Tyrone 
Martinsson as part of an exhibition at the museum until Jan-
uary showing historic photos of Svalbard compared to mod-
ern ones. She said changes after 1950 are the most 
prominent. "Anthropogenic change is the a very hot topic 
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Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

www.visitsvalbard.com • +47 79 02 55 50 • info@visitsvalbard.com

SATURDAY

Need the straight scoop on all things Svalbard?

Rules, safety tips, history, fun 
facts, maps, online movies and 

details about major events

A comprehensive calendar of 
tours and activities that's 

updated daily

A subscriber newsletter with all 
media coverage of Svalbard 

during the past week 

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

Our website offers "one-stop" booking for all lodging, tours and other activities, plus:

Visit us at our website or in person at the end of the 
walking street in the city center going towards Nybyen.

DAILY, from page 13

FRIDAY

UNIS associate professor Lisa Baddeley, department leader Frank Nilsen and professor Dag Lorentzen examine the SuperDARN radar installation.
EVA THERESE JENSSEN / UNIS
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+47 7902 1816 • post@gullgruva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Gullgruva Arctic Design

icepeople
is seeking an editorial intern

Contact Mark Sabbatini at 4151 4638 or 
marksabbatini@yahoo.com if interested.

The world's coolest alternative newspaper has 
managed to go from dead to undead during the 
past few weeks, as our editor and lone reporter 
has officially been certified as a zombie. And with 
this fishwrapper expanding from four pages at the 
beginning of last year to 12 pages – and maybe 
more – this year, it's haunting to think what he 
might turn into if he continues to do it all himself.

Requirements (hard to believe, but we really are 
hardcore "old-school" journalism disciples):
• Basic news writing and photography skills.
• An ability to appear sober while doing interviews.
What you get:
• Nothing (at least in terms of money, but that 
could change if we start turning a profit).
• A bunch of clips and photos that will definitely 
get you noticed when you apply for jobs.
• Expert (seriously) guidance in the ways of the 
trade from our maniacal editor, who's been doing 
this for real all over the world for 30 years.
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Research-based education of 
the next generation of Arctic experts

The University Centre in Svalbard
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Nov. 8
8:30 a.m.: Administration Committee 
meeting. Næringsbygget 3. 
Newtontoppen room.
7 p.m.: Discussion about Longyearbyen's 
future, hosted by Terje Aunevik, head of 
the Svalbard Business Association. 
Svalbard Church.
Nov. 9
Weekly women's tour group. Details at 
tinyurl.com/hdbb8zl.
6 p.m.: Movie: "Miss Peregrine's Home 
for Peculiar Children," U.S. adventure, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset. 
7 p.m.: Lindy Hop beginner's dance 
course. Kulturhuset (use back entrance).
Nov. 10-13
Kunstpause Svalbard. See selected 
events below. Full schedule at 
icepeople.net and kunstpause.no.
Nov. 10
6 p.m.: Official opening of Kunstpause 
presided over by Store Norske 
Administrative Director Wenche Ravlo. 
Galleri Svalbard. Debut of exhibition 
featuring selection of Store Norske’s art 
collection, plus an exhibit by the 
Longyearbyen Photo Club 
commemorating the mining company’s 
100th anniversary. Sale and display of 
works by various local artists in the 
gallery’s arts and crafts center.
Nov. 11
11 a.m.-5 p.m.: Free admission to Galleri 
Svalbard. Also on Nov. 12 and 13.
7 p.m.: Kunstpause Concert: “Hymns in 
the Polar Night” by local choirs and 
musicians. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Cinema Paradiso," 
hosted by the Longyearbyen Film Club. 
Kulturhuset.
Nov. 12
11 a.m. Longyear City march. Bus 
departs from Radisson at 10:30 a.m. to 
crane at near coal pier. March will 
proceed from the crane to Hotellneset, 

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Trump win likely kills Paris climate pact
● Norway, Japan fight tougher whale rules
● Warmer Arctic means frigid U.S. winter
● Greenland: Warming helps our economy

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

New Svalbard Kirkes Trio album 
uses Mine 3 to add 'authenticity' 
to climate change message

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

the first episode and the last episode, and she's 
equally eccentric about everything featured in-
between. She gets the one "tabloid TV" scene 
in that infamous fight with her short-lived chef. 
And she's easily one of the two most "colorful" 
characters, if you translate colorful to mean 
bizarre. Witness the episode where she schemes 
to get The Boss here for a concert (it's not a 
spoiler to say it never happened). But there's 
too much repetition about her 100-hour weeks 
and other history that could be devoted to fur-
ther escapades. I mentioned one above regard-
ing a spat about property damage. And, other 
than her getting ready for bed in the finale, I 
don't remember seeing her relax or have fun 
away from the lodge once. Granted, a one-di-
mensional Mary-Ann is more interesting than 
most people are in three dimensions, but how 
about at least trying for two?

2. Wiggo and Claudia Antonsen (taxi 
driver and 'Colombian worm killer,'
respectively)

One more episode like we've seen during 
the last two episodes and they'd have the first-
place finish I predicted at the beginning. But 
the series totally blew it during the middle 
episodes – I'd have replaced 80 percent of it 
with different footage – so they have to settle 
for the silver. Wiggo, of course, is the poster 
boy for the series, which mostly shows him 
making jokes about death to tourists and trying 
to make money off them with various tours. 
Claudia has her moments with Ben's worm 
cookies and Christmas, and with Wiggo during 

their faux fishing and bird tours. But there 
should have been a lot more of the latter types 
of adventures.

Original prediction: gold medal. Note to 
show editors: "You had one job to do."

1. Christine and Grace Ireland (hotel 
worker and chef, respectively)

They're absent from the final two episodes 
(except for the final "everyone gets a last word" 
scene), but watching the first eight it seems like 
the rest of us are just supporting actors to their 
lead role. Claudia dominates the duo much like 
Wiggo dominates his scenes, but Grace – like 
Claudia – is the perfect counterpart persona. 
She's wild, movingly emotional (easily the 
most so and it never feels forced), comically 
suggestive in her language; he's the prototypi-
cal strong, silent and sensitive type. The re-
markable thing is none of their scenes are all 
that "extreme." There's none of the community 
drama of the avalanche, the personal setbacks 
of Benjamin V. and myself facing the loss of 
our livelihoods here due to sudden events, or 
the high-comedy hijinks of Lara's miserable 
tour group outing and Wiggo's "for the birds" 
tour. Instead, this young couple wins the top 
spot simply by showing a with-it duo with a 
not-entirely-unique dream that's the closest 
thing to "reality" captured on camera during the 
series.

Original prediction: Silver medal. I fig-
ured there was no way the BBC's posterboy 
wouldn't win. I figured wrong.

 

Anne lise

johnny the miner

store norske property guy

Heather the greenie

beer guys!

sasha

OMG…FRANTZ WINS! THE POLLS ARE RIGGED! No, not really, but that dog still deserves a beer.
BBC EARTH

And the winner is…
RANKINGS, from page 12


