
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

If they win they'll spend a huge portion of 
the next four years sitting in meetings, 
probably listening to irate residents upset about 
the miserable times Longyearbyen is going 
through and arguing 
how things ought to be 
fixed. So why do any of 
them want the job?

In part because all 
of them agree the light 
at the end of the tunnel 
isn't an oncoming train. 
And for the first time 
ever, all of the folks 
applying for the posit-
ions have supporters in 
Parliament, which in truth will largely 
determine how much help the city will get to 
weather the crisis.

All of the Longyearbyen Community 
Council's 15 seats are up for grabs in the 
municipal election this Sunday and Monday. 
While it appears there's a good chance the 
Labor Party will hold onto its rulership of the 
council – and possibly even expand its 
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office

Bearly aware: Polar bear destroys two 
tents at poorly chosen campsite; group 
also had trouble with weapon
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Vote or lose your 
right to complain:
Sunday: 2 to 6 
p.m.
Monday: 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m.
Vote tally at Kroa 
immediately after
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Weather summary
Heavy rain/snow Wednesday w/gale 
winds through Thursday; cold with 
with lows of -9C through next week.

Full forecast page 3

See INGERØ, page 6

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net

 Govenment revolting To the power of one Cross-cultural sample Birthday bandit
Live opera, 
ballet to take 
stage from afar
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Do. Not. Mess. 
With. This. 
Woman.
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Bureaucrats 
killing key local 
news resource 
icepeople.net

Guy skips out 
on 26K bill for 
party at Huset
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See ELECTION, page 8

Longyearbyen Community 
Council candidates campaign 
Saturday in the town's central 

square, above. At right, the top-
ranked candidates for the four 

parties debate Tuesday at 
Kulturhuset. Shown from left to 

right are Arild Olsen (Labor), 
Eirik Berger (Liberal), Helga 
Kristiansen (Green), Torgeir 

Prytz (Conservative) and 
moderator Eirik Palm of 

Svalbardposten. Photos by 
Mark Sabbatini / Icepeople.

Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees
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Svalbard's governor retires after 
a decade of rescues, rejections, 
receptions and bear executions
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Any governor claiming to be an anti-
politician is wading in bear droppings. In the 
case of Odd Olsen Ingerø, that's literally true.

Ingerø, 65, is ending a 10-year reign as 

Svalbard's governor and a career of more than 
40 years in law enforcement on Thursday. 
There is, however, a decent chance he'll still be 
stepping in animal droppings since one of his 
short-term plans is working on the farm his 
daughter owns on the mainland.

In contrast to the high-profile departures of 
many top-ranking leaders, Ingerø said his last 
day in office won't be an easy one or involve a 

Longyearbyen council hopefuls 
fight for right to lead city during 
what may be its worst crisis ever

Svalbard Gov. Odd Olsen Ingerø discusses 
changes he's seen in archipelago during his 
nine years in office on his final day of work.  

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

'The Man' Odd out
Profiles, positions of lead candidates for each party: Pages 4-5



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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to express your wrath
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

When we print stuff about strange crimes 
here it's usually some idiocy unique to 
Svalbard's laws and environment, in large part 
because notable "traditional" crimes are rare. 
But this one is a doozy: A 42-year man who 
admitted running up a 26,000-kroner bill 
during a birthday party at Huset and billing 
it to his employer – who obviously didn't pay 
since he's also embezzled about 100,000 kro-
ner from the company since 2007 – has re-
ceived a 60-day suspended prison sentence and 
a 3,000-kroner fine. (Yeah, that seems a bit 
light compared to the 11,000 kroner in fines 
you get for a kitchen mishap that sets off a 
smoke alarm here, but we digress.) The party, 
back in 2012, came after the guy had already 
irked his boss by selling hiking gear to friends 
and putting the money in his bank account. He 
told his boss that allowed him to sell it as a dis-
count and he deducted the purchase price from 
his salary. And he wasn't fired. So of course the 
shenanigans continued on a large scale until the 
cake collapsed, so to speak …  And speaking of 
regretting birthdays, we're going to let a pas-
sage in an article in Allure (at tinyurl.com/
prwj9m3) mostly speak for itself. The headline: 
"An Anti-Aging Prescription Wrecked My Skin 
– Here's How I Fixed It." The excerpt that we 
care about: "The lowest point was when my 

(very loving) husband looked at me and said, 'I 
really hate your dermatologist.' Over the next 
nine months, I saw three other doctors, spent 
hundreds of dollars on skin-soothing remedies, 
and tried 17,000 creams from the Allure beauty 
closet. And just when things couldn't get worse, 
I met a doctor who told me to give up spicy 
foods, alcohol, exercise, and hot climates. Per-
fect. All I had to do was move to Spitsbergen 
and eat sardines for the rest of my life. I ac-
tually cried in his office." Um, those tears of 
ours are out of sympathy – honest … Finally, 
we've spent most of our careers trying to con-
vince people a lot of journalistic "bias" is actu-
ally incompetence. This week's election cover-
age is a perfect example, since you'll notice 
one of the candidate photos on pages four 
and five is very different than the others. 
Yeah, it looks suspiciously like we're trying 
to prop up the Green Party since their candi-
date gets a nice outdoorsy shot, but that's just 
because our Idiot Editor forgot to take a photo 
during the interview inside the cafe. And since 
we're ranting about the election, our quick 
SWAG prediction: Labor gets eight seats, 
Greens and Conservatives get three, and the Lib-
eral Party gets one. Not bold, considering there's 
a poll to look at, but we suspect the Green folks 
are a bit more active at the grassroots level, so 
to speak, than the overall population.

Soviet move on NRK
tinyurl.com/prfdcyc

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

Pace great, less swilling

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

The farce is strong in this one: "A 10-hour trek 
to record a single wire effect"…Y'know computers 
have this amazing ability to create sounds, too.

EA / DICE

Oktoberfest revelers, top, parade through 
Longyearbyen while they're able before helping 
consume about 2,500 liters of beer during the 
sixth-annual bash. At right, Rune Lennart 
Andreassenfrom the Mack Brewery in Tromsø 
schools folks on the fine points of why beer is 
the answer to all of life's problems in the 
festival's beer tent Saturday. Photos by Mark 
Sabbatini / Icepeople.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain/snow. SE winds to 61 km/
h. High 5C (0C wind chill), low 
-4C (-13C wind chill).

Sunrise 7:23a; sunset 6:09p

Thursday
Cloudy. SE winds to 61 km/h. 
High -3C (-7C wind chill), low 
-5C (-10C wind chill).

Sunrise 7:30a; sunset 6:01p

Saturday
Partly cloudy. Variable winds 
to 15 km/h. High -6C (-11C 
wind chill), low 8C (-12C wind 
chill).

Sunrise 7:45a; sunset 5:45p
Extended forecast: Sunday, p. cloudy, -6C (-11C), -1C (-6C), light 9:45h; Monday, cloudy, -8C (-11C), -9C (-14C), light 9:29h; 
Tuesday, p. cloudy, -8C (-12C), -10C (-14C), light 9:14h; Wednesday, cloudy, -1C (-6C), -8C (-12C), light 8:58h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy.Variable winds to 
29 km/h. High -6C (-10C wind 
chill), low -7C (-12C wind chill).

Sunrise 7:37a; sunset 5:53p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Poll: Labor dominates, nearly 
half of voters undecided

The Labor Party is poised to claim a sub-
stantial majority of the seats in the Longyear-
byen Community Council election Sunday 
and Monday, according to a telephone survey 
conducted by Norfakta for Svalbardposten. 
The survey of 112 eligible voters at the end of 
September found 56.5 percent of those ex-
pressing a preference favor the Labor Party, 
21 percent the Conservative Party, 12.9 per-
cent the Green Party and 9.7 percent the Lib-
eral Party. But nearly half of the respondents 
said they were still undecided. The survey has 
an error margin of plus or minus 8.7 percent.   
If poll's percentages remain the same in the 
election the Labor Party will get nine of the 
15 council seats (up from the current total of 
seven), the Conservative Party will continue 
to fill three seats, the Green Party will get two 
seats and the Liberal Party one seat. The two 
latter parties are on the municipal election bal-
lot for the first time, replacing the Non-Parti-
san Party which held three seats and the Kon-
sekvenslista which held two.

Four small boats saved after 
wind blows them out to sea  

A strong wind storm Tuesday blew four 
small boats out to sea, which were retrieved 
by officials from the governor's office with as-
sistance from others in Longyearbyen. "There 
are high seas and some wind, so people need 
to check the tethers on their boats," said Sidsel 
Svarstad, a police chief lieutenant for the gov-
ernor. "If anyone is missing their boat they 
can contact us." Two of the boats were 
dragged shore at the small boat harbor, one 
was placed along the road to the airport and 
the other transferred to the dock for inflatable 
boats at Bykaia.

Reindeer freed from cables 
A reindeer caught in mining-related cables 

on Fuglefjella was cut loose Monday by envi-
ronmental officials from the governor's office. 
"We had to saw off a little of the antlers and 
cut the cable," said Bjarte Benberg, a nature 
and species management advisor. A hiker told 
officials about the animal on Saturday, but 
weather kept the rescuers away until Monday.

A band performs during the 2014 Uppsala International Guitar Festival in Sweden. A concert during 
this year's festival paying tribute to Swedish jazz legends will be broadcast at Kulturhuset next week.

Stars from afar
Top-tier concerts, operas, ballet 
coming to Longyearbyen's stage 
– via big-screen broadcasts

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

For everyone who loves the opera, but 
wants to attend wearing jeans and an "I'm with 
stupid" sweatshirt, your opportunity has 
arrived.

Regular doses of aristocratic culture in 
Longyearbyen are scheduled to start next week 
via a series of large-screen performances 
broadcast at Kulturhuset.

"We are starting a pilot project with the 
screening of theater, opera, concerts, and 
ballets this fall," wrote Roger Ødegård, the 
city's cultural advisor, in a press release this 
week. "Most of the broadcasts are live, while 
some are previous recordings" 

The first performance will be a free 
screening of the concert "Jazz in  Swedish – A 
Tribute to Monica Zetterlund and Jan 
Johansson" at 8 p.m. Wednesday. Zetterlund 
was a singer and actress whose credits include 
the landmark 1964 album "Waltz for Debby" 
with pianist Bill Evans. Johansson is a pianist 

who's 1964 solo album "Jazz På Svenska" is 
the best-ever selling jazz album in that country.

"The broadcas t i s f rom Uppsa la 
International Guitar Festival," Ødegård noted. 
"One of the artists is bassist and composer 
Georg Riedel. It will not only look back during 
this evening. Some of the artists, such as 
Anders Widmark for example, will perform 
music specially arranged for the concert."

Other upcoming performances include:
 • Shakespeare's "Hamlet," performed by 

the Barbican Theatre in London at 8 p.m. Oct. 
16.

• Puccini's "La Bohème," performed by 
the Royal Swedish Opera in Stockholm at 3 
p.m. Nov. 28.

• Mozart's "The Magic Flute," performed 
by The Metropolitan Opera in New York at 3 
p.m. Dec. 12.

• Tchaikovsky's "The Nutcracker," 
performed at by the Royal Swedish Opera in 
Stockholm at 3 p.m. Dec. 19.

"As the offerings increases, both from 
Norwegian and foreign suppliers, we hope to 
be able to present concerts with a broad reach 
for different audiences," Ødegård wrote.

COURTESY OF THE UPPSALA INTERNATIONAL GUITAR FESTIVAL
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Incumbent
Labor Party leader is the most experienced pol – 
and despite tough times says that's a good thing

Seedling
Leader of new Green Party says she's definitely 
not anti-growth – but it needs to be done properly

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net for the complete story.There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It takes a different kind of candidate to attack opponents for giving 
balloons to little kids.

Helga Kristiansen, the top-ranked candidate for Svalbard's Green 
Party, ripped into some of her rivals for handing lots of the helium-filled 
wildlife killers out to tots at campaign booths in Longyearbyen's town 
square. But she said it's a small example of how her party's goals are 
both more practical and more misunderstood than many people realize. 

The balloons, many of which are left to the fate of the winds after 
kids get lose their grip on the, have been found in the stomaches of dead 
animals unable to digest them. And while the Labor Party, the main 
distributor and the current ruling party on the Longyearbyen Community 
Council, notes they're using latex balloons that supposedly break down 
as quickly as leaves, Kristiansen isn't impressed.

"We're in the Arctic so a leaf doesn't break down quickly," she said.
All of which might suggest the local Green Party, befitting its name, 

has an obsession with the environment over all other issues, practicality 
be damned. But Kristiansen said she that isn't the case and any members 
elected to the council won't simply be there as the party of "no."

"We agree with the right on some things, we agree with the left on 
some things and we agree with Labor on some things," she said, adding 
"What I really hope is to get enough votes to come in and be a guard 
dog."

She agrees, for example with the Conservative Party's proposals to 
vastly expand tourism – and is fine with an a doubling of all current 
activities, including those with adverse environmental impacts impacts 
such as snowmobiling and cruise ships.

But when it comes to the Big Issue: namely the fate of Store Norske 
in the wake of the collapsing coal industry, she is merciless in her 
criticism about how local leaders approached the crisis.

"I think it's horrible so many people have lost their jobs, and I think 
it's horrible how the Labor Party and the right have done nothing for 
change," she said.

She, along with the Liberal Party, are opposed to Store Norske's 
request for additional government funds to maintain Svea and 
Lunckefjell for up to three years in the hope coal prices recover.

"I think it's insane to spend 300 million kroner to keep a company in 
rest," she said.

Among the more notable proposals for the Green Party is building a 
renewable power plant to replace the current coal-fired one, fueled by 
some combination of warm water from Adventfjorden, solar panels and 
wind mills. Opponents have expressed skepticism about the feasibility of 
such methods on a large scale in Svalbard, but Kristiansen – noting 
alternative power devices would need to be tested on a small scale 
initially – said windmills are already operating in harsher conditions on 
the northern mainland.

Longyearbyen can still be a vibrant community with 
fewer residents, Kristiansen said, and it will eventually 
recover, especially by focusing on luring other types of 
businesses here.

"I honestly think we can make a change if we get into 
the lokalstyre because the passion is there," she said. "I'm 
not into politics to make friends or be thought of as the best 
person. This is something I believe."

While candidates in other parties talk about focusing on 
selling coal for industrial purposes – which brings higher 
prices and has less environmental impact than energy coal – 
Kristiansen said she doesn't see that as a practical solution 
right now.

"The prices are high, but not high enough," she said.

invest the money in smaller companies and programs 
like Innovation Norway

"Who says Svalbard cannot go on with fewer people?" 
she said.

says gov't should own and maintain roads, etc.

been here since 2011
Why party's first time on ballot
"The problem up here is the turnover and where do we 

begin," she said.
needed seven people on list, national leader's 

involvement helped

new parties effect on campaign

"I think it shows how much Labor doesn't care about 
the environment," she said.

argues little things matter and differs about latex 
decomposing

Favors sustainable power plant-warm water from fjord, 
wind mills, solar

"I'm not a technician," but research has been done 
showing they are feasible and they exist in worse conditions 
on northern mainland.

"My approach is more environmentally friendly," she 
said. "We have to start realizing we have only one planet."

form ruling coalition with other parties "if they gave us 
a lot on the environment," she said.

Kristiansen said she would be OK with a doubling of 
all existing tourism activities, including the less 
environmentally friendly ones. She said nearly all cruise 
ships adhere to regulations established by the Association 
of Arctic Cruise Ship Operators, which are stricter than 
government requirements. Furthermore, while the party 
wants local officials to travel less to reduce their 
environmental footprint, she isn't opposed to new ventures 
such as Finnair starting direct flights to Longyearbyen next 
summer.

"Flying up here is a necessary evil," she said. "Burning 
coal is an unnecessary evil."

"I think the lokalstyre has to get involved in the tourism 
industry," she said. "They haven't before."

On whether everyone's waiting for government to take 
action- says everyone but her party is. With the white paper 
"there has to be an input to the Parliament right now," she 
said.

told Arild-"I don't think you're not doing anything," she 
said. "You need to do it better."

also important all parties unite on a direction to take
"Why is this not more out in the open?" she asked.

Kristiansen said being relatively new to Longyearbyen 
and its politics will be her biggest challenge during her 
early days on the council.

"I don't know, to be honest because I'm so new," she 
said. "I will get the overview quickly, but it will take a 
while to get into the details."

Although Kristiansen is often at odds with her political 
counterparts, she said that doesn't mean being unfriendly.

"One of my best skills is my communications skills," 
she said. "I'm also a people person."

At the same time, she said she won't back down from a 
confrontation.

"I honestly thing we can make a change if I get into the 
lokalstyre because the passion is there," she said. "I'm not 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Being the ruling party is great – unless things descend into a crisis 
and everyone else starts attacking you for what you've done wrong.

But Arild Olsen, the top-ranking candidate for the Labor Party, 
argues he's more experienced, more familiar with those problems and his 
party has more practical solutions for them.

"Some are talking about looking at changes to the whole system," he 
said. "I'm not there. I think we can do small changes to make things easier."

Also, Olsen said, the council under Labor's control has significantly 
increased its influence with the national government that is now critical 
to determining the city's fate.

Not sexy or perhaps comforting to those fearing for their jobs in the 
future but Olsen, the union representative for Store Norske's employees, 
is well familiar with most of the locals in that predicament. It also means 
he's already been working extensively with those government officials at 
the national level.

A major part of the local Labor Party's platform is focusing on 
development by building infrastructure out to the coal pier at 
Hotellneset, then relocating the solid waste treatment plant there.

"That opens new areas for UNIS because UNIS is the likely one to 
have fast growth," he said. "So they can do their programs and then we 
will have a chain reaction."

He said the infrastructure will allow Longyearbyen to expand into 
other sustainable industries beyond coal, especially if the rapid 
construction of a new harbor occurs as well. Unlike the Conservative 
Party, he said he favors keeping the harbor's ownership – other than 
businesses located there – under government control.

"I think it's normal for a government to own critical infrastructure 
like the roads, the schools and also the harbor," he said. "I don't want a 
company to tell us when to change the light bulbs."

The funding for such construction obviously isn't the budget for the 
coming year, so Olsen said starting immediately means the city will 
need to choose between loans or selling property – most likely to UNIS.

At the same time, Olsen said he supports Store Norske's request to 
the central government for about $300 million kroner to maintain the 
mines at Svea and Lunckefjell during the next three years in the hope 
prices recover. While some other parties are saying mining should end 
or no longer be subsidized "I haven't heard any of them say what they 
want to do with the money."

While some say his job may make him too friendly toward Store 
Norske, Olsen said "I think it's unfair because everybody has a hat here."

Olsen said he also believes the central government needs to take 
responsiblity for some of Longyearbyen's infrastructure – a position 
generally supported by other parties – noting individual residents are 
essentially paying some of the cost of large-scale government run 
facilities that pay lower rates for utilities.

"I think the the coal question has been taking too big a 
place in the debates," he said. "A lot of the discussion is 
speculation and out of our reach."

"I believe because we have a workable plan of what we 
can realistically ask for and what we will do with that money 
we can make a  difference," he said.

 But with the town facing perhaps its biggest crisis ever
"I get a lot of questions about what are we going to do to 

compensate for the loss of coal," he said.

cut coal-"I can see that point of view," he said. 
"I think it's normal the government spends some money," 

he said,
"if you move the landfill then first you need 

infrastructure all the way to Hotelnesset?," he said. "Then 
you move the landfill out there."

but not in budget for coming yr, so have discuss if self-
funded with loans or selling land to UNIS

"I think we've changed Longyearbyen from group of 
people being told what to do to a group telling people what 
we want to do," he said.

party politics in council
"It's allowed to put on the goalkeeper's gloves and reach 

for the ball," he said, not take shots from opposition without 
react

store norske tool
"I think we are in a different situation now," he said. "I 

think it's good to have someone who understands the value of 
Store Norske."

critic-"I think it's unfair because everybody has a hat 
here in Longyearbyen," he said.

4 yrs from now
same, same, but different.
"I think we will have seen growth in other areas," he 

said. "I think coal is not at its highest peak."
take 12-15 months before turnaround in down period.
I think one big priority is cost of living, housing 

especially
taxes and fees-"The normal guy is Longyearbyen is 

actually funding government projects," he said. big 
electricity, etc. users are whole or partial govt entities

no priv dock investment-"I think it's normal for a 
government to own critical infrastrucutre like the roads, the 
schools and also the harbor," he said.

not rejecting private investment outright, such as 
someone operasting a dry dock or store

Green Party candidate Helga Kristiansen says she's a "people person," 
but willing to confront and "not into politics to make friends."

Labor Party candidate Arild Olsen said that while questions about coal's 
future are vital, they've "been taking too big a place in the debates."
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Bullish

EXCAVATE from page 1

Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen, left at center, reads a passage from his book "Fra Vestbredden" during a discussion and book signing 
Tuesday at the church. At right, a girl plays with a wind fan on the cover of the book that details the struggles of Palestinians living in the West Bank.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Conservative Party leader expects Longyearbyen 
to grow rapidly, even if most coal mining is lost

Upstart
Leader of new Liberal Party sees a future of many 
small ideas working to make a big fiscal impact 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Eirik Berger isn't one for big solutions. Instead he favors lots of 
people coming up with smaller ones.

The top-ranked candidate for the Liberal Party, which is on the 
ballot for the first time in a Longyearbyen Community Council election, 
said one of the flaws of the current leadership is "they have focused on 
replacing one big industry with another big industry" without knowing 
what it might be. While ambitions of doubling tourism are being 
discussed, he said it's a seasonal industry susceptible to tough times.

"Hotels are one market," he said. "Then slowly have a transition to 
some large companies, some medium companies and many small 
companies."

Berger cited the newly opened microbrewery as an example of a 
new type of small business that can thrive in Longyearbyen and noted it 
took the owner six years to open it due to a long struggle to convince the 
national government to change a law banning the manufacture of alcohol 
in Svalbard.

"I wish local politicians had seen that and helped him." he said.
Berger does agree with other candidates that tourism and research 

will play a significant role in Longyearbyen's economic future, but the 
government needs to needs to encourage such efforts by making the 
regulatory process less difficult.

"We think the environment is robust enough to take care of the 
tourist industry," he said. "We think within those areas these operators 
should be able to operate more on a trust-based relationship with the 
governor."

Other possibilities include commercial fishing that could provide 
locally-based cuisine and be sold as an exclusive product abroad, and 
having organizations such as Innovation Norway assist startups by 
offering office space that's initially subsidized to some degree.

The Liberal Party is taking a "middle" position about Store Norske 
continuing its coal mining operations, Berger said.

"If it can be done in an environmentally responsible way as in 
Lunckefjell and in an economically sustainable way we support it," he 
said, adding the party opposes the company's request for about 300 
million kroner to maintain shut-down mines for up to three years in the 
hope of reopening them.

Berger, similar to candidates in other parties, said he favors the 
national government taking over much of the city's infrastructure. Since 
Store Norske is now entirely owned by the government, he added, 
making the company responsible for those facilities may be a sustainable 
alternative to coal mining.

Planning for a new power plant should begin now while there is still 
enough local coal mining to ensure a smooth process, he said. He also 
supports the new harbor, but "I have this feeling we are all waiting for 
something" that will make it an economic asset.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Torgeir Prytz said he believes Longyearbyen will have 3,000 
residents when his first term ends four years from now. Seriously.

The top-ranked candidate for the Conservative Party acknowledges 
the town may lose 150 or more employees at Store Norske by next 
summer – which when factoring in families and workers in related 
industries could mean a loss of 300 to 400 of Longyearbyen's current 
2,100 residents.

But Prytz, 38, is expressing the confidence the Norwegian 
government, currently led by his party, will provide enough financial 
assistance to keep mining and/other industries strong in Longyearbyen.

"If you give us two years we're going to be on an upswing," he said.
Furthermore, he said there is considerable potential for new 

business opportunities and many outsiders who are interested, but at 
times there are obstacles to making those opportunities happen. A 
company wanting to offer sightseeing boat trips, for instance, must 
submit its sailing plan three months in advance.

"That's difficult," said Prytz, arguing the timespan should be 
drastically shortened. "You don't know if you'll have enough passengers, 
you don't know what the weather will be like, you don't know what the 
ice conditions will be like."

Another goal emphasized in the local party's platform is a local 
workforce – specifically requiring Store Norske and certain other 
employees to live in Longyearbyen rather than "commuting" to their 
homes on the mainland for two weeks after a two-week work shift.

Prytz acknowledged the idea isn't popular since a high percentage of 
Store Norske's employees are commuters, but "some of them are saying 
if that's what it takes they're willing to live here."

All parties except the Green Party favor keeping Store Norske's 
mining alive, although the Liberal Party is opposing new government 
assistance to continue propping up money-losing operations. Prytz said 
ideally the government would keep Svea as well as Mine 7 open, 
resulting in a minimal loss of jobs, and focus exclusively on extracting 
industrial-quality coal that can be sold for higher prices than standard 
energy-grade coal.

"You can talk about being against coal mining, but in the end you 
still need steel," he said.

Prytz, supervisor of the Svalbard Satellite Station, said such 
facilities show Longyearbyen can have a strong economic future in 
Arctic technology. His party also favors the accelerated construction of a 
new power plant.

"If you start planning and get the funding it could be completed in 
six years," he said, "But we have to start now." Even though the 
government has already provided funds for upgrades to the current plant, 
he said it's costly to run. Plus, Conservative or not, "of course we want 
to have sustainable energy attached to it," he said.

He also suggested other smaller chances aimed at increased local hiring, such as relying less on 
outside consultants.

How much influence the Conservative Party will have after the election is uncertain, since they have 
held only three of the 15 council seats during the past four years, far short of the seven seats occupied by 
the ruling Labor Party. But the other two minority parties – the Non-Partisan Party which also has three 
seats and the Svalbard Lista Party which has two seats – are absent from this year's ballot. Appearing 
instead of those non-parliamentary parties are the Liberal Party and Green Party.

Prytz said he doesn't want to predict what the makeup of the new council will be, except that he 
believes no party will get a majority. But he said if the Conservative Party had been the ruling party during 
the past four years Longyearbyen'ss struggling business climate might be different now.

"I think you would have seen more local private enterprises here because we are very focused on that," 
he said.

Going hand-in-hand with that prominent Conservative goal is an easing of regulations that make it 
harder for businesses to operate. 

 

Among the measures Prytz said he would like to seek from the government is

But the top-ranked candidate for the local Conservative Party said ???
ackowledges "It's going to be a tough ride."

"I've lived here and I think Longyearbyen has given me a lot," he said.
diff-"The leader here shouldn't be a leader for a party," he said.
if they'd had the majority-
easing regulations
"It has to be easier to do," he said.
a sailing trip requires plan three months in advance.

Thai community"I can't tell them vote for me because you can keep your job because I can't promise 
that," he said.

focus on technology, also power plant
"If you start planning and get the funding it could be completed in six years," he said, "But we have to 

start now."
gov't already funding upgrades?
"It's very costly to run it," he said. one benefit cld be co2 plant could be prototype
"of course we want to have sustainable energy attached to it," he said.
3,000 in four years
"Hopefully we don't lose them," he said. "The owners will see there are other ways to do this."
focus on industrial coal

how will change n employement change char of town"I'm not going to guess that."
"We rely on funding," he said. "If they want to have people here the most important thing is to push us 

in the right direction."
planning should have started long ago
"This doesn't happen overnight," he said.
one difference is calling for an end to shift workers, idea not popular, but

says Svea should stay open, all coal for industry
others, especially Labor unhappy about national labor law changes, more flexible and easier for 

indstury to survive
school-"working pretty good" but a more stable offering of classes at the high school
if next mayor-wouldn't be the ambassador Christin is, focus more locals
toughest thing-"Asking the right questions because it is tough to know the right questions when you're 

sitting with members of the government."
"I have the ability see things from a different perspective and I'm a huge fan of using common sense," 

he said. "if there's one thing this community needs right now it's common sense."

Other top-ranking Conservative Party candidates include:

2. Kjetil Figenschou, 28, is a supervisor at Svea, the leader of the local Conservative Party, a member 
of the Svalbard Church council and an organizer of activities for Svalbard Turn.

3. Stein-Ove Johannessen, 39, is the project manager for Spitsbergen Travel.

4. Khanittha Sinpru, 25, is a Thai native who has lived in Longyearbyen since 2002. He is a waiter at 
Spitsbergen Hotel.

5. John Einar Lockert, 38, is the administrative director for Svalbard Adventure Group. He is listed as 
a substitute Non-Partisan Party member of the current municipal council.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net for the complete story.

Conservative Party candidate Torgeir Prytz says he favors government 
support for all current mining to allow for a smoother economic transition.

Liberal Party candidate Eirik Berger says he believes Store Norske's 
biggest mines will not reopen, but the city will be recovering in a few years.
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The hard part? Saying no

Kjerstin Askholt,53, sits in a 
chair she'll become all too 

familiar with as she takes over 
the role as Svalbard's governor 
as of midnight Oct. 1. A former 
administrator and top official at 

various correctional agencies 
and institutes, she is also plenty 

familiar with Svalbard and its 
laws as the head of Norway's 

Polar Affairs Department since 
2003. The department, a 
branch of the Ministry of 

Justice, is responsible for 
oversight of Svalbard and 

prepares the archipelago's 
annual budget. She has also 

been involved in drafting a new 
"white paper" outlining policy 

goals for Svalbard. The 
governor is an appointed 

position with a three-year fixed 
term and the option for an 
additional three-year term. 
Askholt, is the first female 

governor since 1998.
TONE HERTZBERG / SYSSELMANNEN

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

INGERØ, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Oh, by the way, this is our new king and tyrant

ceremonial passing of the torch to his 
successor.

"I have to close a lot of issues," he said. 
His reign – split into two time periods from 

2001 to 2005 and 2009 to 2015 – saw 
numerous unique incidents and challenges, and 
drastic change as Svalbard finally evolved from 
being primarily a couple of mining "company 
towns" to a broader family-oriented community 
and a global player in scientific research. But 
his departure coincides with perhaps Longyear-

byen's most serious economic crisis ever and 
increasing political tensions as countries are 
battling with increasing intensity to maximize 
their claims to the Arctic.

But Ingerø said he believes his successor – 
Kjerstin Askholt, director-general of the 
Norway's Polar Affairs Department for the past 
12 years – will largely face the same challenges 
he did.

"I think it will be most likely what I have 
to deal with, which is to take care of the 
environment," he said. At the same time "you 

have to give room for development, for tourism 
and for science and other activities that can 
create stable jobs."

Ingerø said that while his role as the 
governor is primarily a legal one, he has tried to 
offer guidance to make some of that 
development possible. 

"We tried to give advice so it was possible 
to build the new mine at Lunckefjell," he said. 
"We didn't say no, but we had to give strong 
regulations to take care of the nature, the 
environment."

Interpreting and enforcing such regulations 
is one of toughest parts of the job, Ingerø said.

"The governor has to say no to a lot of 
things that people like to do," he said. "So you 
have to deny applications and people don't 
always understand. But it is a legal requirement 
with my work."

Also unpopular at times are his decisions to 
impose the death penalty – on polar bears who 
attack humans or are too aggressive near 
people, or are seriously injured as a result of 
such encounters.

And while not necessarily unpleasant or 
subject to criticism, he said playing the role of 
host to various international leaders and 
delegations is a part of the job that definitely 
doesn't come naturally to him.

But for Ingerø the substantial rather than 
the ceremonial aspects of the job are where the 
real rewards are.

"The most important experience and what I 
will miss most when I go home is to be part of 
the search and rescue experience," he said. 
"Sometimes we have done things that save 
lives."
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Sept. 30
6 p.m.: Movie: "Knutsen & Ludvigsen og 
den Fæle Rasputin," Norwegian 
animated/family, ages 6 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Oct. 5
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svarbar.
Oct. 7
8 p.m.: Concert broadcast: "Jazz På 
Svenska." Kulturhuset. See details, page 
3.
Oct. 8
6 p.m.: Movie: "Everest" (3D), U.S. 
drama, ages 9 and up. Kulturhuset.
Oct. 11
11 a.m.: Family Mass w/ performance by 
Polargospel. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Pan," U.S. adventure 
dubbed in Norwegian, ages 9 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Martian," U.S. 
drama, ages 9 and up. Kulturhuset.
Oct. 12
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Oct. 13
7:30 p.m.: Longyearbyen Photo Club 
members' meeting. Arts and crafts 
center at Galleri Svalbard.
Oct. 14
6 p.m.: Movie: "Maze Runner: The 
Scorch Trials," U.S. action/adventure, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
Oct. 16
5 p.m.: LybLan, network gaming 
tournament for youths. Kulturhuset.
Oct. 18
11 a.m.: Mass by Bishop Emeritus Per 
Oskar Kjølaas. Svalbard Church.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Doktor Proktors 
Tidsbadekar," Norwegian comedy/family 
ages 6 and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Villmark 2," Norwegian 
action/horror, ages 15 and up. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Murmansk mine closes, town hit hard
● Shell ends Alaska drilling due to scant oil
● Shell-crushing crabs invade Antarctica
● Turn glacier into ice cubes? 'Insane'

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

Candidates for the Longyearbyen Community Council debate tourism issues this week at 
Kulturhuset. The tourism industry is seen as one of the primary ways Longyearbyen can replace 
jobs lost to coal mining, but there are significant differences in the candidates' proposed approaches.

New parties spice up vote

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

ELECTION, from page 1
plurality into an outright majority (see page 3), 
the makeup of the council will almost certain 
be far different and likely to result in far more 
active debate than past elections.

Joining the Labor and Conservative parties 
– representing the two largest in Norway, 
respectively – are the Liberal Party and Green 
Party. Both of the latter have one or more 
members in Parliament, unlike the Non-
Partisan and Konsekvenslista parties from the 
previous local election, which many candidates 
said has resulted in a far more robust 
campaign. Candidates began campaigning a 
few months before the election, rather than a 
few weeks as in the past, and there appears to 
be more public interest and pointed debate.

"I think for the first time you have a 
proper political discussion before the election," 
said Helga Kristiansen, the top-ranked 

candidate for the Green Party.
Whatever their differences, the candidates 

also said one constant from past election is the 
parties largely agree on many issues – it's the 
differences in a few areas that matter. And 
their agreement goes beyond policy to the 
campaign itself.

"We talked earlier on about how we have 
to raise the consciousness," said Torgeir Prytz, 
the top-ranked Conservative Party candidate.

Another thing many parties agree upon is 
not enough is being done to reach non-
Norwegian voters (residents are eligible to vote 
after three years), given that the percentage of 
foreign residents is rising and the concerns of 
many – especially the Thai community – are 
especially pronounced as Longyearbyen faces 
mass layoffs in the near future.


