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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.

- Per Andreassen, police lieutenant
Svalbard governor's office
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Weather summary
Cloudy or partly cloudy during the 
next week, cool temperatures 
dropping below 0C early next week.

Full forecast page 3

See HARBOR, page 6

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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Host apocalyptic
NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD

Norwegian and European Union leaders carry boxes of seeds for the cameras inside the Svalbard 
Global seed Vault on Sunday. In addition to making a "withdrawal" of seeds belonging to Syria, 
officials deposited the first seed species in the vault belonging to the Czech Republic.

Helping from afar: Auction, cookout, 
waffles raise 300,000 kroner for refugees

Page 3

Syria makes first withdrawal 
from Svalbard seed vault as war 
damages facility with key crops  

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Eventually, Longyearbyen will probably 
get lots of money to build a new harbor, 
providing lots of jobs during construction and 
creating new long-term economic opportunities 
to replace the collapsing coal mining industry.

But as of now it's not going to happen 
during the next year, despite the pleas of local 
leaders and residents for the government to take 
some kind of remedial action as the town faces 
losing up 400 of its roughly 2,100 residents by 
next summer.

Next year's national budget will include 15 
million kroner for planning work on the new 
harbor, Minister of Health and Human Services 
Bent Høie told Svalbardposten on Monday.

"This is the next step in the planning," he 
told the newspaper during a visit to the 
archipelago. As for subsequent funding, "that 
we have to look on the basis of the concept that 
results. But what is important is that this money 
is a prerequisite for progress."

The announcement touched off the latest of 
what is likely to be many feuds leading up to 
next month's Longyearbyen Community 
Council election, which has already seen 
candidates and political parties campaigning far 
earlier than normal.

The Conservative-led government, 
scheduled to officially release its proposed 
budget Oct. 7, is facing a severe financial crisis 

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Its creators hate the term "Doomsday 
Vault," but for Syria that day has arrived.

A historic first "withdrawal" from the 
Svalbard Global Seed Vault on behalf of Syria 
occurred during a visit Sunday by Norwegian 
and European Union leaders. A seed bank in 
the city of Aleppo is still partially operational 
despite the civil war that has heavily damaged 
the city, but can no longer function as a hub 
for providing seeds to other countries in the 
region.

"The gene bank wants back some of the 
seeds already this fall to produce and harvest 
them, said Norwegian Minster of Agriculture 
and Food Sylvi Listhaug in an interview with 
Verdens Gang during the visit. "Then they 
will put new seeds up here again as a backup. 
They will be sent to other countries in the 
Middle East since Syria is still affected by 
war, but for security reasons we will not say 

where."
The International Center for Agricultural 

Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), a non-
profit agricultural institute that manages the 
gene bank, is requesting nearly 130 boxes out 
of 325 that have been deposited in the 
Svalbard vault since it opened in 2008, 
according to the ministry. Among the species 
are wheat, barley and grasses suited for dry 
regions.

"We did not expect a retrieval this early," 

Longyearbyen gets 15M for new 
harbor; local pols differ on how 
much it will help during crisis

Host apocalyptic

Buildings lie in ruin in the Syrian city of Aleppo, 
where a seed bank no longer has the ability 
serve as a hub for grow and distributing seeds 
to other countries, primarily in the Middle East.

EPA



Briefly

Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Who's to blame and how 
to express your wrath
Editor
Mark Sabbatini

Principal of principles
Kristan Hutchison

Psychiatrist
Irene Gallion

Accomplice
Jeff Newsom

Mailing address
Icepeople
Vei 210 -2- 13
Longyearbyen, Svalbard
9170
Norway

Telephone
Norway: +47 41 51 46 38
U.S. +1 (970) 673-4472

E-mail
marksabbatini@yahoo.com

Web site
www.icepeople.net

Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We don't like reporting things twice unless 
we're desperate to fill space (see page 8, where 
we write about the opening of the local brewery 
for the third or fourth time), but the official 
publication of a long-running study about ma-
rine life in Svalbard's waters during the polar 
night features some really cool photos – none 
of which we're publishing here. Instead, we're 
featuring a screenshot from a video showing 
the surprisingly vibrant ecosystem at its 
fittest. Most of it anyhow, as a variety of 
creatures can be seen feasting on the carcass 
of an Atlantic cod on the seabed during the 
time-lapse video filmed during five days in 
January. The study (at tinyurl.com/phzkdxc) 
by about 100 scientists from seven countries 
during three winters in Kongsfjorden countered 
the assumption life is relatively dormant in the 
chilly winter waters. "We have basically as-
sumed that when it is dark, there is no primary 
production and there is no activity," said Jorgen 
Berge, a UNIS professor who was the study's 
lead author. "The system is just waiting for the 
light to return." He said it's unknown how 
much the lively scene is the result of that myth 
known as climate change, which also helped 

make the study possible since the ice cover of a 
decade ago has largely vanished … And in this 
week's social shaming involving bodily waste, 
the locals have turned their attention from 
tourists peeing in public to locals leaving 
their dog's doo-doo on the walking paths in 
the center of town (tinyurl.com/nst3ctd). But 
rather than just complaining, some are suggest-
ing various contests for things like who posts 
the most pictures of dog droppings or owners 
who pick them up.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

Most of these creatures are happy. One most 
definitely is not: A colorful collection of critters 
helps an Atlantic cod "decompose" during a five-
day span in January. A time-lapse video of the 
process is at tinyurl.com/pvc9ru3.

Role models of common sense...riding a bear?

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

NTNU

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

The farce is strong in this one: "A 10-hour trek 
to record a single wire effect"…Y'know computers 
have this amazing ability to create sounds, too.

EA / DICECOURTESY OF VISIT SVALBARD
Sval and Bard perform a definite no-no on a list 10 common-sense regulations for Svalbard by 
riding a polar bear around Longyearbyen in a new animated video scheduled for release Oct. 21. 
Advance images and other details about the project are available at tinyurl.com/ol4o4o4.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Cloudy. NW winds to 22 km/h. 
High 6C (4C wind chill), low 
4C (1C wind chill).

Sunrise 6:25a; sunset 7:11p

Thursday
Cloudy. NW winds to 25 km/h. 
High 4C (1C wind chill), low 
2C (-1C wind chill).

Sunrise 6:33a; sunset 7:03p

Saturday
Partly cloudy. W winds to 29 
km/h. High 1C (-4C wind chill), 
low 0C (-4C wind chill).

Sunrise 6:47a; sunset 6:48p
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, 0C (-4C), -1C (-6C), light 11:46h; Monday, cloudy, -1C (-5C), -2C (-6C), light 11:31h; Tuesday, 
p. cloudy, 1C (-3C), -3C (-8C), light 11:16h; Wednesday, p. cloudy, 2C (-3C), -1C (-5C), light 11:01h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy. NW winds to 25 
km/h. High 3C (-1C wind chill), 
low 1C (-4C wind chill).

Sunrise 6:40a; sunset 6:56p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Russian airline goes silent 
about fate of plane at N. Pole

The fate of a Russian plane carrying 
tourists that crash landed near the North Pole 
in April remains unknown as the airline, Shar 
Ink, has stopped responding to inquires about 
its promise to remove the aircraft this 
summer. The Antonov 74 plane suffered dam-
age to its undercarriage during the incident, 
the cause of which has not been publicly dis-
closed. The airline stated in June the plane 
would be retrieved with an icebreaker "some-
time in August." If the airline failed to live up 
to that promise the plane may have fallen into 
the sea as the ice drifted southward, but there 
have been no observations by any persons or 
equipment monitoring the area. Sebastian 
Gerland, head of the ocean and sea ice section 
at the Norwegian Polar Institute, said buoys 
he deployed in roughly the same area as the 
crash site are now at 85 degrees latitude north 
and far from the ice edge, but the plane may 
have drifted to a completely different area.

Sun's getting lazy, but won't 
dim the Northern Lights  

The sun is moving away from a period of 
peak solar activity, but that be anything but 
dim news for those hoping to see and profit 
from the Northern Lights in Svalbard, experts 
today a group of Longyearbyen tourism busi-
nesses during a seminar this week. "If you 
look at the graphs, the Northern Lights are to 
be at their best a few years after the solar 
maximum," said Pål Brekke, a solar re-
searcher at the Norwegian Space Centre. "In 
principle, we have some very good years 
ahead of us." The seminar, hosted by Visit 
Svalbard with assistance from Visit Tromsø, 
was to highlight the unique aspects of auroral 
activity in the archipelago, such as being the 
only place in Norway they can be seen during 
the day, to help boost dark season tourism.

Bishop visiting Svalbard 
Bishop Olav Øygard is making his first 

official visit to Svalbard this week. In addition 
to meeting with local leaders, he will attend a 
presentation at Longyearbyen's cemetery at 
noon Saturday and preside over Mass at Sval-
bard Church at 11 a.m. Sunday.

The first group of tourists, above, gets a guided tour of the surface installation of the abandoned 
Mine 3 during its official opening as a museum Sept. 15. At bottom left, Frank Jakobsen, Håvar 
Fjerdingøy and Atle Brekken discuss their work while the mine was operating with Svalbardposten 
Editor Eirik Palm. Jakobsen's brother, Geir, was killed in an accident in the mine in 1991. At lower 
right, trees are planted at the Basecamp Tree Plantation in Masai Mara, Kenya. About 75,000 trees 
have been planted there since 2000 and one will be planted for each person visiting the museum.

A mine for greenies
Abandoned Mine 3 reopens for 
tours; guide company will plant 
a tree for every visitor in Kenya

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

For those unhappy about all the environ-
mental damage caused by Svalbard's long history 
of mining, the "reopening" of one will actually 
be an opportunity for a bit of redemption.

Guided tours of the abandoned Mine 3 are 
now being offered after years of planning and 
refurbishment. The tours provide both the local 
benefit of a "green" tourist industry attraction 

and a more global one as Basecamp Explorer, 
which is operating the tours, is planting a tree 
for every visitor in Masai Mara, Kenya, where 
the company has a tree plantation and other 
tourist offerings.

"A great day for tourism in Longyear-
byen," wrote Ronny Brunvoll, director of Visit 
Svalbard, in a Facebook post, adding that 
Basecamp and Store Norske "despite tough 
times have been made it so life in the mines 
can be communicated to residents and guests."

Tour details and bookings are available at 
tinyurl.com/qf4nfmw.

RONNY BRUNVOLL / VISIT SVALBARD

RONNY BRUNVOLL / VISIT SVALBARD

BASECAMP EXPLORER
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Scientist get little resistance from a Greenland shark, left, after catching it in the waters north of Svalbard during this summer's marine research cruise, 
although they note the predators "can be difficult to handle." At right, an Atlantic spiny lumpsucker is among the species observed for the first time. 

NORWEGIAN INSTITUTE OF MARINE RESEARCH

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Everything from cod to polar 
bears found in stomachs during 
first study focusing on species 

New websites make it easy to play doctor
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Environmental monitoring of 
Svalbard, global permafrost data 
now available to armchair PhDs

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The scientists' first mistake may have been 
thinking sharks are lazy.

Difficult to handle, yes, but researchers 
participating in this year's annual cruise to 
study Svalbard's marine ecosystem don't get 
much resistance from Greenland sharks when 
they're caught.

"It is therefore immediately very difficult 
(almost impossible) to imagine that the 
Greenland shark would be able to capture the 
fast-swimming animals it often has in the 
stomach," wrote Julius Nielsen, a researcher at 
the University of Copenhagen, in an entry on 
the expedition's blog (tinyurl.com/qbc8k6m).

But the researchers, focusing on the species 

for the first time this year in the waters north of 
the archipelago, confirmed a suspicion that has 
arisen in recent years and heightened interest in 
the giant fish.

"The perception of this shark as a lazy 
carcass feeder has changed that it is now 
considered a potential predator at the top of the 
food chain that actively captures fast-
swimming fish such as cod and halibut, as well 
as seals," Nielsen wrote. "Therefore, the 
Greenland shark presumably has a far more 
important impact in the ocean than previously 
thought."

Not that the sharks are above eating 
carcasses, or at least that's the assumption in the 
case of a polar bear found in the stomach of one 
fish.

"Greenland sharks actively hunting polar 
bears must be considered unlikely," Nielsen 
wrote. "The remains probably come from a 
drowned animal. Nevertheless, it is not 
impossible that a swimming and weakened 

bear, which may bleed, can be attacked and 
eaten by a Greenland shark."

Greenland sharks are among the largest 
fish native to Arctic waters, reaching up to five 
meters in size. They're also among the animals 
with the most longevity, with many living well 
over 100 years.

The cruise aboard the Helmer Hanssen 
research vessel, led by the Norwegian Institute 
of Marine Research, resulted in other surprising 
discoveries before it ended earlier this month.

New species from warmer waters – and an 
increasing number of those previously observed 
– are a common occurrence, but among this 
year's major developments was the absence of 
Arctic cod for the first time. The species is 
considered a key part of the food chain because 
it's a year-round food source for larger animals, 
in contrast to warm-water species that swim 
south during the winter.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It's not quite the game you remember from 
childhood, even though there's plenty of nudity.

Two new websites are offering aspiring 
armchair doctoral candidates an easy way to 
peruse the vastly complex fields of Arctic 
research in Svalbard and worldwide. One is a 
comprehensive environmental monitoring 
database for Svalbard and Jan Mayen, the other 

a global permafrost network.
The Environmental Monitoring of Svalbard 

and Jan Mayen site (www.mosj.no/en) is 
operated by the Norwegian Polar Institute and 
features ongoing status reports of  land, air and 
sea observations, as well as access to past 
reports.

The Global Terrestrial Network for 
Permafrost (gtnp.arcticportal.org) is a global 
collaboration by universities and research 
institutes that allows users to conduct 
experiments such as checking climate model 
predictions against actual observations.

Preying for sharks

NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE
Climate, pollution, wildlife, cultural heritage and 
other Svalbard-related data is available at a new 
website hosted by the Norwegian Polar Institute.
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A faithful fight for life
EXCAVATE from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen, left at center, reads a passage from his book "Fra Vestbredden" during a discussion and book signing 
Tuesday at the church. At right, a girl plays with a wind fan on the cover of the book that details the struggles of Palestinians living in the West Bank.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

The village relied on the same communal 
bread oven for 50 years until soldiers 
demolished it. They brought a new one so the 
residents weren't deprived of one of their main 
food sources, but then destroyed that one as 
well. And the next.

The oven tells the story of the village itself, 
which Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne 
Helgesen narrates in his new book "Fra 
Vestbredden" ("From the West Bank"). He 
spent this summer in the Palestinian village of 
Susiya as part of an international effort to 
prevent it from being razed by Israel soldiers, a 
continuation of three months he spent in the 
West Bank at the end of last year.

During a presentation and book signing 
Tuesday at the church, and in the book's 
opening, Helgesen emphasized he is not taking 

sides against the Israeli people, despite his call 
for a boycott of all products from their country.

"I support the Israelis, he said. "It's the 
policy I object to."

Helgesen returned to the West Bank this 
summer at the request of Norwegian Church 
Aid when Israel’s Supreme Court ordered the 
demolition of Susiya, where about 350 people 
live. Israeli leaders say the village, which has 
been demolished several times in recent 

decades, was initially built on an archeological 
site dating back to biblical times and remains a 
“unrecognized” settlement. The village remains 
standing as of now pending a new court hearing.

"Fra Vestbredden" – published in 
Norwegian with no plans for an English 
translation as of now – follows Helgesen's 
travels in both the Palestinian and Israeli parts 
of the West Bank, expanding on his blog of the 
same name (tinyurl.com/ogb9ops). The linear 
narrative often portrays stark contrasts in the 
lives of each group.

A chapter about a Sunday in Jericho, for 
instance, features pictures and tales of food 
markets with an abundance of fresh produce, 
and gathering for worship in comfortable and 
calm surroundings.

On a subsequent Sunday in a Palestinian 
village, only a few simple staple foods and 
some canned goods are pictured at a barren 
food cart, and the sense of imminent threat is 
always present – but the residents are just as 
devout during their five daily prayers.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

The following is from a passage in "Fra 
Vestbredden" titled "Women in Black," read by 
author and Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne 
Helgesen during his presentation Tuesday:

I am on the way to a demonstration. 
"Women in Black" meet every Friday at 1 p.m. 
at a roundabout in West Jerusalem. Year after 
year they have stood on the same place with 
their clear message. In Hebrew, Arabic and 
English they stand with posters shaped like a 
black hand: "Stop the occupation."

"Women in Black" is not an organization, 
but a movement, In many cultures it is a black 
sign for women to associate. So they constitute 

a strong protest against war and everything that 
kills life.

This is a Friday demonstration. We are 
instructed about not entering into the 
discussion and to behave calmly. From several 
windows we get a finger that contains little 
nice language. "Fuck you" are the shouts in 
plain language.

"It is better to have a negative reaction 
than no reaction," says Marylene Schuetz, 84, 
She had participated almost every week since 
the beginning of the 19 years of the 
demonstrations. Often she has been spied on 
and gotten jeers.

Many ask her if she is still a Jew since she 
demonstrates the way she does. She knows who 
she is. The women dressed in black are Israelis.

"People who are not Jews are also human 
beings," says Marylene with a warm smile.

"We wish you dead," shouts a young man 
passing by while showing his finger.

"I love Israel, but I'm afraid it will not last 
for my grandchildren. Extremists from both 
sides will destroy it. We don't have good 
leaders and Palestine doesn't have them either. 
It is difficult to make peace with extremists," 
says one of the other Women in Black, Momi 
Morag.

Political conflicts and personal 
collaborations between Israelis, 
Palestinians in priest's new book

Soulmates on the other side of the battle

A resident of Palestinian village in the West 
Bank examines the remains of what only a few 
hours before was a concrete floor.

LEIF MAGNE HELGESEN

LEIF MAGNE HELGESEN
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15M – a lot or not enough?
A depiction of a new floating dock in Longyearbyen includes multistory structures at the ends for offices, a marine research laboratory and other facilities. 

ILLUSTRATION BY SNØHETTA

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Svalbard returns 
seeds from SyriaExpressive and enigmatic photos of 

Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.
120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4638 or e-mail marksabbatini@yahoo.com

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

HARBORS, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

of its own due to a collapse in the price of oil, 
the country's primary revenue source. It also 
has already approved a 500-million-kroner 
assistance package for Store Norske earlier this 
year, is being asked for nearly 300 million 
kroner more to help the coal company, and 
many local and business leaders say even more 
is needed in some fashion to help ensure 
Longyearbyen retains its strong Norwegian 
presence in one of the country's most important 
strategic areas.

The advance "leak" of the harbor funding 
was praised by Torgeir Prytz, the top-ranked 
local candidate for the Conservative Party, 
which represents the second-largest bloc on the 
council. But Arild Olsen, the top-ranked 

candidate for the ruling Labor Party, said the 
allocation is far less than the 100 million kroner 
he was hoping for during the next year.

"With 100 million that means we could 
have initiated work plans with several 
companies instead of just planning for it," he 
said.

Starting work as soon as possible on the 
land-based infrastructure necessary for the 
floating dock would ensure Longyearbyen 
retains a larger number of locals with 
experience working in the unique Arctic 
conditions, Olsen said.

But Prytz said that argument is flawed 
because the government has to go through a 
proper evaluation and permitting process before 
work on the dock itself starts.

"Of course he's going to say that, the 
elections are coming up," he said.

Prytz said he would likely ask the 
government for additional funding in the 
middle of the budget cycle to begin 
construction if the evaluation work is 
completed.

The new harbor was included last in the 
National Transport Plan 2014-2023, with an 
investment of approximately 200 million 
kroner. The project is expected to cost a total of 
about 600 million kroner and some local 
leaders have suggested a private company in 
the United States may be among the potential 
investors.

said Brian Lainoff, a spokesman for the Global 
Crop Diversity Trust, which manages the 
Svalbard vault, in an interview with NPR. "But 
(we) knew in 2008 that Syria was in for an 
interesting couple of years. This is why we 
urged them to deposit so early on."

About 80 percent of the seeds from the 
Syrian bank were deposited in the Svalbard 
vault between 2008 and 2014, according to the 
trust's database for the vault.

The Svalbard vault can store about 4.5 
million seed samples in its three storage rooms 
chilled to minus 18 degrees Celsius, the largest 
such facility in the world. At present there are 
about 860,000 samples from crops found in 
every country on Earth.

During their visit, officials also deposited 
the first seed samples from the Czech Republic.

ICARDA moved its headquarters to Beirut from 
Aleppo in 2012 because of the war.

    "ICARDA wants almost 130 boxes out of 325 it 
had deposited in the vault, containing a total of 116,000 
samples, she told Reuters. They will be sent once 
paperwork is completed, she said."

Sunday 20 September 2015, for the first time 
deposited seeds of Crop Research Institute in the Czech 
Republic which is a national research institute for 
agriculture, with responsibility for the national Czech 
gene bank.

EU Commissioner for Health and Food Safety, 
Vytenis Andriukaitis, assisted Agriculture and Food 
Sylvi Listhaug putting the seeds from a Czech bank 
now on the shelves in the Svalbard Global Seed Vault. 
Health and Human Services Bent Høie were also 
present.

In the three crates of Crop Research Institute found 
806 different seed samples from hundreds of varieties 
of wheat, beans and a variety of wild grasses that 
modern wheat originates. These plants originate in 
areas around the Czech Republic and is of great 
importance for research and plant breeding.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

WITHDRAWAL, from page 1
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Sept. 22
7 p.m.: Book debut: "Fra Vestbredden" 
by Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne 
Helgesen, w/ interview by Anne Lise 
Sandvik. Svalbard Church.
8 p.m.: Lecture: "From Portland Valley to 
Grand Manila: Industrial Society in 
Literature" by Kjartan Fløgstad. 
Longyearbyen Library.
Sept. 23
7:30 p.m.: Concert: Porteñas' "The Four 
Seasons of Buenos Aires" in music and 
words, by the Norwegian Arctic 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Kulturhuset.
Sept. 24-26
Oktoberfest. See details at left and full 
schedule at tinyurl.com/p4r4av4.
Sept. 26
Noon: Visit and presentation at 
Longyearbyen's cemetery by Tora 
Hultgreen as part of episcopal visitation 
by Bishop Olav Øygard.
Sept. 27
11 a.m.: Visitation Liturgy by Bishop 
Olav Øygard and presentation of 
Confirmation candidates. Svalbard 
Church.
3 p.m.: Free concert by the 10-member 
Selbu Accordionist Group. Kulturhuset.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Knutsen & Ludvigsen og 
den fæle Rasputin," Norwegian 
animated/family ages 6 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Man from 
U.N.C.L.E.," U.S. action/comedy, ages 12 
and up. Kulturhuset.
Sept. 28
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svarbar.
Sept. 29
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Sept. 30
6 p.m.: Movie: "Knutsen & Ludvigsen og 
den Fæle Rasputin," Norwegian 
animated/family, ages 6 and up. 

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Cost of climate change: $43T by 2200
● Kirkenes mine days from bankruptcy
● China: Visa-free travel to Russian Arctic
● Duck-billed dino found in Arctic Alaska

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

SVALBARD BRYGGERI
Local musicians, left, play music from the land of sauerbraten in a beer tent at the Radisson Blu 
Polar Hotel during the 2013 Oktoberfest festival. At right, Norwegian Minister of Agriculture and 
Food Sylvi Listhaug cuts a ceremonial ribbon at the recently opened Svalbard Bryggeri.

Time for another toast

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

If it seems like you're seeing triple with the 
debut of Svalbard's first "real," brewery, it's 
(probably) not because you've consumed too 
much of its product.

Svalbard Bryggeri will celebrate its 
"official" opening at 7 p.m. Friday as part of 
this year's local Oktoberfest festival (and, no, 
you're not inebriated thinking it's still 
September) despite hosting a debut party at the 
beginning of last month when it actually started 
selling beer.

A second ceremonial opening with a 
ribbon cutting took place this week when 
Norwegian Minister of Agriculture and Food 

Sylvi Listhaug toured the brewery during a trip 
by Norwegian and European Union leaders to 
the archipelago.

The festival, which debuted in 2009, will 
feature several other events in additional to the 
traditional beer, food and music in a tent in the 
parking lot of the Radisson Blu Polar Hotel. 
Cruises to Barentsburg will be offered at 8:30 
a.m. Friday and Saturday, a festival parade 
through Longyearbyen will begin at the hotel at 
5 p.m. Thursday, a standup comedy show 
featuring Tommy Steine is scheduled at 8 p.m. 
Friday, and a Mr. and Miss Oktoberfest pageant 
is scheduled at 10 p.m. Saturday.

In addition, beer presentations and tastings 
from Svalbard Bryggeri and three other 
Norwegian breweries are scheduled every hour 
beginning at 1 p.m. Saturday, with the local 
brewery conducting the first session.

Svalbard Bryggeri makes its 
debut – yet again – during this 
year's local Oktoberfest festival

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.


