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Weather summary
Rainy, windy and warm late this 
week; cloudy, colder and light winds 
next week .

Full forecast page 3

See FUTURE, page 4

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

To the extent there's hope, it's mostly that 
somebody somewhere will think of something.

The first round of layoffs that will ulti-
mately leave Store Norske with about 100 of 
its current 270 employees is likely to occur 
next week, said Arlid Olsen, the union steward 
for the workers. He estimated 40 to 50 employ-
ees may be affected, most of whom will likely 
get a three-month notice period.

"The government has a maximum three-
month thinking period," he said, referring to 
the national government now owning 100 per-
cent of Store Norske as a condition of a 500-
million-kroner bailout package approved earli-
er this year.

Store Norske is now asking for an addi-
tional 95 million kroner in annual assistance 
during the next three years. Ministry officials 
and Parliament members face the conflicting 

Record losses get worse
STORE NORSKE

The Svea mine, Store Norske's primary source of production since 2002, is facing closure unless the 
government provides funds for a maintenance staff in the hope of reopening it if coal prices recover.

A line graph, top, shows average per-ton price 
of coal during the past year. A financial 
summary of Store Norske's second-quarter 
report for 2015, bottom, shows ongoing losses.

Analysis: Is Store Norske in its death 
throes or forcing the government's hand?

icepeople.net

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Store Norske’s catastrophic financial situa-
tion plummeted further into the abyss with the 
release of a second-quarter report showing the 
company lost 234 million kroner during the 
first half of 2015 and its record-breaking loss 
for 2014 was 902.2 million kroner, rather than 
the 537 million kroner stated at the end of the 
year.

The loss during the first half of this year 
comes despite a massive cutback in operations 
and expenses, with the company laying off 
about 30 percent of its employees and reducing 
coal mining by half to only the most financially 

beneficial deposits. Low coal prices – made 
worse by a sharp drop in the krone against the 
dollar during the past year – are primarily re-
sponsible for the crisis.

“The main reason for the weak result is 
low production for the quarter and consistently 
lower coal prices,” the report states. Further-
more, “the company also realized a loss on for-
eign exchange contracts of NOK 260 million.”

Store Norske earlier this year obtained 500 
million kroner from the Norwegian government 
– in the form of loans, and the sale of the com-
pany’s property and infrastructure – to offset 
the reported year-end loss of 537 million in 

Store Norske seeks short-term 
help, but town's long-term future 
perilous as layoffs begin quickly

Store Norske loses 234M kroner during first half of 2015; revises 2014 loss to 902.2M instead of 537M

STORE NORSKE

Coal sales
Other income
Total income
Operating profit
Before-tax results
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

We probably shouldn't be surprised, but it's 
now official we're the foremost source for 
news about aliens from another planet sight-
ed in Svalbard. An Englishman with the nick-
name "Dewsburyman" authored a post at Tri-
pAdvisor (tinyurl.com/p8pesve) headlined "Ev-
idence of alien beings!" The message wasn't 
quite as declarative, asking "Is that a spaceship 
(green with gold top) parked by the waters 
edge? Viewing from the webcam on the Uni 
building.)" He got a couple of affirming re-
sponses responses ("Of course it is a space ship 
- what else could it be ? A transport container?" 
and "Maybe it's the 'Tardis'? new series of Dr 
Who starts soon.") But the one that grabbed our 
attention was from a Salisbury resident nick-
named "smudge99" who wrote "I see what you 
mean, it may be reported in icepeople.net." And 
since we've written about zombies stumbling 
out of Guesthouse 102 and flying saucers oblit-
erating things in Pyramiden in past years, our 
spaced-out editor of course had to get the real 
dirt. After his usual exhaustive effort – a 
minute or so looking at a webcam still – he is 
now able to reveal Dewsburyman's claim is le-
git – sort of. It’s definitely alien material, al-

though we don’t yet have proof any of it is 
from another planet. Instead it's the infamous 
rubbish hut, which now has another storied 
chapter in its bizarre history … And speaking 
of aliens, we could be greeting some of a very 
different kind if the Green Party gets their 
way. They're hoping to send refugees seek-
ing asylum in Svalbard which, while many 
have called that legally and environmentally 
impractical, is strange for one other reason: the 
anti-refugee Progress Party suggested the same 
thing recently. We're assuming the parties don't 
have the same motivations.

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

'Broadly integrated into today's lifestyle': So 
says the plastnot a good thing..

Drone looks like torpedo – this will end well 

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

The farce is strong in this one: "A 10-hour trek 
to record a single wire effect"…Y'know computers 
have this amazing ability to create sounds, too.

EA / DICE

OFFSHORE SENSING
A sail buoy that will supposedly "revolutionize the monitoring of ocean and atmosphere" is tested 
in waters near Bergen. Lars Hole, senior researcher at the Norwegian Meteorological Institute, 
wrote in a column for Aftenposten the water drones can self-operate at sea for months and can 
more safely take measurements in dangerous areas, such as near a glacier, than manned 
vessels. They're also cheaper and less disruptive to wildlife, he wrote. But while describing the 
buoys' uses at length, there's no elaboration about how some drones "look almost like torpedoes" 
which, given certain military tensions in the area lately, may be a questionable design choice.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Partly cloudy. NE winds to 22 
km/h. High 2C (-2C wind chill), 
low -1C (-5C wind chill).

Sunrise 4:47a; sunset 8:57p

Thursday
Partly cloudy. Variable winds 
to 39 km/h. High 3C (-2C wind 
chill), low -1C (-6C wind chill).

Sunrise 4:55a; sunset 8:49p

Saturday
Rain. NE winds to 45 km/h. 
High 7C (2C wind chill), low 
3C (-1C wind chill).

Sunrise 5:11a; sunset 8:31p
Extended forecast: Sunday, rain, 4C (-1C), 2C (-1C), light 15:04h; Monday, rain, 4C (2C), 3C (1C), light 14:48h; Tuesday, cloudy, 
3C (0C), 1C (-3C), light 14:33h; Wednesday, cloudy, 1C (-3C), -3C (-7C), light 14:17h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Rain. Variable winds to 39 km/
h. High 6C (2C wind chill), low 
-1C (-5C wind chill).

Sunrise 5:03a; sunset 8:40p

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

Are people being illegally 
spied on in Barentsburg?  

The discovery of several possibly illegal 
security cameras in Barentsburg has prompted 
The Governor of Svalbard to request an inves-
tigation by The Norwegian Data Protection 
Authority. "We want them to assess whether 
this is happening in a legal manner," said 
Magnus Rognhaug, a legal advisor to the gov-
ernor. "We have no direct information that 
they are contrary to the rules, but we are pre-
suming that." Two cameras were found by of-
ficials from the governor's office in the restau-
rant area of the Barentsburg Hotel, cameras 
were mounted on all four corners of building 
linked to the settlements's satellite operations, 
and a camera and audio recording equipment 
was found in a conference room at the Arctic 
and Antarctic Research Institute. The gover-
nor's office, in a letter to the security agency, 
states "we assume there are more cameras." 
Norwegian law forbids such cameras in areas 
where people typically congregate except in 
limited cases related to crime or safety protec-
tion. Trust Artikugol, the Russian state-owned 
company that oversees the settlement, has not 
responded to inquiries about the cameras.

Men hospitalized in knife 
fight aboard Russian trawler 

A man was arrested following a knife 
fight aboard a Russian trawler in Bellsund  on 
Monday that resulted in both men participat-
ing being hospitalized, according to The Gov-
ernor of Svalbard. Both men have since been 
released from the hospital and the arrested 
man was released because self-defense could 
not be ruled out.

1st zodiac around island? No
A group that was reportedly the first to 

circumnavigate Spitsbergen in a zodiac this 
summer actually has a predecessor. This 
year's group from Poland was led by Ryszard 
Siwecki, 63, who was fulfilling a lifelong 
dream after visiting the archipelago 40 years 
ago by studying amphipods and climate 
change during the boat trip. But it turns out a 
2004 article in Hopen Times reported Joel 
Bark Garden and Karl Erik Wilhelmsen com-
pleted the same voyage. Svalbardposten is 
now asking if any other such trips are known.

A kayaker experiences a close 
encounter with walruses, 

above, during a 71-day 
paddling journey around 

Spitsbergen with two 
companions. At right, polar 

bears near a glacier inspect the 
kayakers, who said they spotted 
about 40 bears, many of whom 

were difficult to scare off with 
rifle and signal pistol shots. 

Photos courtesy of Jaime Sharp.

Polar paddle power
Trio overcomes aggressive 
bears, ice-filled waters in first 
kayak trip around Spitsbergen 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Three kayakers completed what they say is 
the first circumnavigation of Spitsbergen by 
kayak, returning to Longyearbyen on Saturday 
after paddling 2,200 kilometers in 71 days.

"I had dreamt of doing a trip like this since 
I was a kid," wrote Jaime Sharp, a New 
Zealand native who first envisioned the trip six 
year ago, in an essay summarizing the expedi-
tion. "Arctic exploration in my mind is the 
plateau of any pursuit and of course every ad-
venturer dreams of claiming a 'world first.' 
Even after watching the failed attempts previ-
ously over the last six years, I was still drawn 
to do the trip, and this year it all fell into place 
as if it was meant to be."

Tara Mulvany, also of New Zealand, and 
Per Gustav Porsanger from Norway also partic-
ipated in the trip.

Numerous attempts to circle the island by 
kayak have been made. The most recent was in 
2010 when two Norwegian paddlers were 
forced to abandon their quest after one was in-
jured by a polar bear that dragged the man out 
from his tent.

The trio this summer spotted about 40 
bears, several which had to be scared away 
with rifle and signal pistol shots, according to 
Sharp.

"The most intense encounter required 13 
rifle rounds and six flash bangs to repel a sin-
gle bear, only to have yet another one come at 
the group only a minute later," he wrote.

Another major challenge was a 180-kilo-
meter uninterrupted glacial front, which took 
more than two days – including 26 hours of 
continuous paddling at one point – in the ice-
choked waters.

More details about the trip are available at  
www.svalbard.worldwildadventure.com.
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What will save us?
Operations at the Lunckefjell mine, seen at left near the completion of construction in late 2013, lasted for less than a year after opening in early 2014. 
Store Norske is asking the Norwegian government for 95 million kroner a year for the next three years to maintain the mine in the hope of reopening it. 
At right, coal from Mine 7 is loaded into trucks provided by LNS Spitsbergen. The mine near Longyearbyen is scheduled be the only one in operation by 
next summer and the heavy layoffs at Store Norske have resulted in large downsizings at supporting companies such as LNS.

problems of a universally expressed desire to 
keep a strong and economically health presence 
in Svalbard, and a widespread reluctance to 
continue subsidizing a money-losing industry at 
a time when Norway's economy is facing a far 
more severe crisis due to a collapse in oil 
prices.

The additional assistance would allow 
Store Norske to keep a maintenance stuff of 
about 50 at the Svea and Lunckefjell mines. 
The latter opened early last year but closed af-
ter a collapse in coal prices left the company 
nearly bankrupt at the beginning of this year. A 
total of 1.2 billion kroner was spent construct-
ing the mine in the hope it would sustain Store 
Norske for the next three to four years, but the 
current coal price of just above $50 a ton is 
about 40 percent less than expected when the 
mine opened.

Longyearbyen Mayor Christin Kristof-
fersen said after meeting with central govern-
ment officials this week in Oslo she's optimistic 
the company's plan will be supported.

"I think there is a positive vibe," she said.
The company plans to suspend mining at 

the mines for up to three years in the hope 
prices recover, although no upturn is projected 
in the foreseeable future. But Olsen said shut-
ting down operations for a lengthy period will 
mean the loss of people with extensive experi-
ence mining in Svalbard's unique conditions.

"The human capital is the most valuable re-
source we have," he said.

 Under the plan, 45 employees would work 
at Mine 7, nearly twice as many as now since 
production would be doubled, according to 
Svalbardposten. The company would also re-
tain five to 10 administrative employees.

Olsen said keeping that Mine 7 open makes 
sense logistically and economically.

"First, we feed the (local) power plant with 
coal," he said. "We need we need a certain vol-

ume to create that specification."
The remaining coal is sold for industrial 

use because it is of higher quality than standard 
energy coal, which also means it can sell for 
prices of up to $90 or $100 a ton, Olsen said.

Store Norske has stated it needs an average 
coal price of $65 a ton to break even following 
a restructuring plan enacted earlier this year as 
part of the bailout package.

 Olsen, who is also the top-ranked Labor 
Party candidate in next month's municipal 
council election, will become the town's next 
mayor if the party retains retains its control of 
the council. He acknowledged it's hard to envi-
sion what Longyearbyen's economy and society 
will look like at the end of his four-year term.

"I reckon somehow the town will survive 
because we have a lot of people who are crav-
ing to create," he said.

Virtually all local political parties agree 
Store Norske should remain a significant eco-
nomic contributor to Longyearbyen, but other 
industries – especially tourism and education – 
will need to increase their presence dramatical-
ly to compensate for the loss of mining jobs.

The decision by Store Norske's board of di-
rectors to halt virtually all operation quickly is 
"is based on economic considerations without, 
in our opinion, taking into sufficient account 
the socioeconomic impacts such a reduction in 
activity will entail," wrote Torgeir Prytz, the 
top-ranked candidate for the Conservative 
Party, which represents the council's second-
largest bloc, in a policy statement.

The board's decision is now being evaluat-
ed by the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fish-
eries, and Prytz is requesting the ministry rec-
ommend less drastic measures.

"We therefore request that it seeks to find 
other solutions that will provide a more long-
term and gradual restructuring of society than 
what the board's recommendation proposes," he 
wrote.

One change to a long-standing tradition 
sought by the Conservative Party is putting an 
emphasis on miners who live full-time in 
Longyearbyen, rather than working the two-
week-on/two-week-off shifts that are common 
now for workers who "commute" from the 
mainland.

One option being evaluated by Store 
Norske leaders, as well as local and national 
politicians, is expanding the company's activi-
ties into fields such as providing a research and 
test site for other companies hoping to perform 
infrastructure and natural resource work in the 
Arctic. The Svalbard Liberal Party, in its cam-
paign platform, supports such an approach, but 
state the company needs help – if not necessari-
ly more coal mining subsidies – to achieve it.

"Accelerate the development of future en-
ergy supplies," the platform states. "Be a driv-
ing force to establish a future-oriented, environ-
mentally-friendly and robust energy with a 
great capacity to develop the city into a center 
in the Arctic. (But) Store Norske must for the 
sake of the community, the staff, the values and 
competencies of the company be ensured time 
and the financial framework for a smooth re-
structuring."

The biggest dissenter is the Svalbard Green 
Party which, like the national party, argues 
mining should cease in the archipelago due to 
its adverse environmental impacts.

"The Greens will not under any circum-
stances support further coal mining in Svalbard 
after 2016," Rasmus Hansson, a leader for the 
national party, told Vårt Land. "We supported 
the emergency loan in the summer to avoid an 
uncontrolled bankruptcy with the negative con-
sequences this would have for the Svalbard 
community, but our assumption has always 
been that the time must be used to restructure 
away from coal."

While the trade ministry is evaluating Store 
Norske's shutdown decision during the next few months, 
a longer-term indication of the government's plans for 
the archipelago is likely to come with the release of a re-
vised "white paper" outlining policy goals for the area.

Svalbard Right thinks it Longyearbyen will be of 
great importance that those who are employed on Sval-
bard is also resident on the island - in particular as now 
considered a reduction of activity.

s and downsize all but 100 employees by next
Arlid Olsen
three years from now
Wenche Ravlo need 95 million kroner annually over 

the next three years to avoid having to shut Lunckefjell 
mine for good.

1.2 billion is already spent.
"We need to leave the final call to the owners," he 

said.
ministry-"I think it will be a pretty fast decision be-

cause the money is running out fast," he said.
"Fewer people means higher costs for everybody," 

he said.
when tell them-i tk employyees well inf. prop ev-

erytg dras had to be done
i knew it siome days before -agenda, knew wk wek 

half before
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until loe jobs
the govt hasnt act told us y or n. the govt had a max 
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govt-if intoplan or do differently. the human capital 

is the most val resource we have .
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try keep more in company just to keep the know-how in 
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STORE NORSKE SPITSBERGEN GRUBEKOMPANI

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

FUTURE, from page 1
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Losses keep piling up 
EXCAVATE from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

STORE NORSKE
The first load of coal this year from Mine 7 is loaded onto the Africaborg at Longyearbyen's coal Pier on March 3. added by coal pier in Longyearbyen 
just after noon March 3. Store Norske produced 432,000 net tons net during the first half of 2015, compared 935,000 tons a year ago.

2014. But the company’s second-quarter report 
for this year reveals the loss was actually far 
higher.

“The reason was that the company had to 
take large write-downs on fixed assets and a fi-
nal clarification concerning this did not come 
until May 2015,” wrote Wenche Ravlo the 
company’s administrative director, in an e-mail 
interview.

Coal prices have continued to slump this 
year and, with no recovery in sight, Store 
Norske’s board of directors announced Aug. 27 
it plans to lay off all but 100 of its 270 current 
employees by next summer and shut down all 
mining except the relatively small operation at 
Mine 7, with the hope of reopening its other 
mines within three years if prices recover.

Store Norske, which was literally days 
from having its line of credit cut off and per-
haps a couple of weeks from bankruptcy before 
getting the assistance package, ended the sec-
ond quarter of this year with an available liq-
uidity of 398 million, compared to 115 million 
kroner in 2014.

Coal production during the second quarter 
of this year was 277,000 gross tons and 
263,000 net tons (the amount produced after the 
stone content is removed), compared to 
689,000 gross tons and 489 net tons a year ago. 
Net production for the most recent quarter was 
243,000 tons at Svea and 20,000 tons at Mine 
7.

Store Norske, as part of its previous re-
structuring plan, is limiting its extraction to 
only the most profitable deposits in its mines. 
As a result, the average stone content in coal 
extracted at Svea during the second quarter of 
this year was 5.7 percent, compared to 25 per-
cent during the first quarter of the year.

Similarly, the company is hoping to double 
its operations at Mine 7 because the higher-

quality coal there can be sold for higher prices 
than energy-grade coal.

Company and government officials have 
stated Store Norske's survival may depend on 
branching out into other related industries. 
Among the few positive aspects of the second-
report were promising results and projected po-
tential growth in its non-mining entities.

The company, for instance, owns 55 per-
cent of the logistics company Pole Position and 
is hoping to take advantage of the city's plans to 
build a new harbor and attempt to lure indus-
tries interested in developing expertise in Arctic 
conditions.

"The second quarter of 2015 characterized 
by high activity related to the company's in-
volvement in North Pole traffic, and the prepa-
ration and commencement of shipping season," 
the report states. "Through its decade-long part-
nership with stakeholders in the area, the com-
pany is well positioned for further growth in 

these segments."
The company is also planning to open the 

non-operational Mine 3 as a museum and guid-
ed tour attraction next month, is significantly 
expanding rentals of property to non-company 
employees, and launched the subsidiary compa-
ny Store Norske Momentum to explore possi-
bilities in alternative industries.

Ravlo said that while the announced cut-
backs are severe, the board's actions will also 
make it possible for Store Norske to work to-
ward a more diverse future.

"It provides the basis for jobs in Longyear-
byen, the development of infrastructure at Svea 
into something more than it is today, mining 
technical/industrial expertise is retained in 
Longyearbyen and, not least, it is an opportuni-
ty to realize the great metallurgical coal we 
have in Lunckefjell if coal prices turn," she said.

LOSS, from page 1

STORE NORSKE
Inspectors from the mainland conduct their annual safety review of Store Norske's mining operations 
earlier this year. According to the company, the review revealed no significant violations.
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Wild, but not metal heads
Dutch archaeologists, left, carry out a phosphate survey, map a survey grid and provide an impromptu history lesson to a group of French tourists during 
the SEES expedition at Dolrittneset in August, At right, walruses have returned to the area after the population was decimated by centuries of hunting.

NINA BEINTEMA

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

Mining decision 
sought next week

Expressive and enigmatic photos of 
Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.

120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4648 or e-mail marksabbatini@ yahoo.com

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

CRISIS, from page 1

By FRIGGA KRUSE
Guest contributor

Last month, we witnessed the coming and 
going of the SEES.nl expedition. SEES stands 
for "Scientific Expedition Edgeøya Spitsbergen" 
and was heralded as the largest Dutch expedi-
tion ever to be sent to Svalbard.

Among the 55 scientists were three archae-
ologists from the Arctic Centre of the Universi-
ty of Groningen. They aimed to unearth more 
knowledge about the Russian walrus hunters, 
the Pomors, of the 18th and 19th century, albeit 
without excavation. Additionally, they wanted 
to tap into the interdisciplinarity on board by 
hooking up with animal DNA experts and 
palaeoclimnologists, that is to say specialists of 

age-old lake sediments, as well as to find will-
ing "research assistants" among the non-scien-
tific passengers whom to take into the field 
with them.

The majority of archaeological sites in 
Svalbard have in all likelihood already been 
identified, thus Frigga Kruse, Sarah Dresscher, 
and Marthe Koeweiden concentrated on known 
Pomor sites on the west coast of Edgeøya. They 
claim that a timely move away from simply 
measuring building ruins must be made and 
new technologies should be applied to learn, for 

instance, what kind of activities took place 
around the former huts.

"If I ask you what you do, you don’t just 
show me a picture of your house, do you?" 
Kruse said.

Systematically taking soil samples for 
phosphate analysis; using a metal detector in 
the same grids to look for metal artifacts; map-
ping scattered animal bones on the surface…
these were some of the methods that were 
meant to shed light on what the Pomors did. 
The phosphates, for example, can give an indi-
cation of urine, excrement, and blood, and 
Dresscher hopes we may soon know where the 
Pomors butchered animals like reindeer, which 
they hunted to sustain themselves.

At Dolrittneset, commonly referred to as 
Kapp Lee, journalist Nienke Beintema and so-
ciologist Judith Klostermann joined the archae-
ologists for a day. The tasks were evenly divid-
ed: teaspoon by teaspoon, Beintema filled little 
plastic bags with soil while Klostermann labeled 
each sample in turn. From time to time, they 
swap. Koeweiden set out to map the survey 
grids. Meanwhile, a group of French tourists 
descended on the site, which they may well 
have overlooked otherwise, and received an im-
promptu history lesson from Dresscher. Kruse 
was on bear watch and suitably stationed her-
self on an old Pomor lookout.

The fieldwork progressed well. Until the 
team tested the metal detector, that is. Nearby 
walruses, which have long been absent from the 
site but are now returning, instantly react. They 
don’t like the beeping noise and they become 
restless and annoyed. Sophie Brasseur, a spe-
cialist on sea mammals and at Kapp Lee to ob-
serve the walrus, suggested turning the sound 
off. Besides not being possible, who’s ever 
heard of a metal detector without beeping 
sounds?! After thorough testing behind some 
rocks, it turns out that the dolerite that lends it 
name to the locality contains so much metal 
that a metal detector survey can, in fact, not be 
carried out. Of all successes the archaeological 
team were able to book on Edgeøya: metal de-
tecting wasn’t one of them. Much to the relief 
of the walruses. 

Column: Walruses, metal 
detectors don't mix during 
Edgeøya archaeological study

Getting, giving more information:
• Official project website: www.sees.nl 
• The archaeological project "Pomor 
archaeology on Edgeøya’ is in the Research in 
Svalbard database (researchinsvalbard.no)
• Locals are being sought for a SEES survey at 
https://nl.surveymonkey.com/r/surveysvalbard

FRIGGA KRUSE
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Sept. 9
6 p.m.: Movie: "Hitman: Agent 47," U.S. 
action/thriller, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 12
11 a.m.-5 p.m.: "Food in Nature" 
gathering. Beach next to Ocean Hope 
cabin. See full schedule of events at left.
1 p.m.: National photographic 
pilgrimage, where participants 
competing for local and national prizes 
compile a portfolio during a walks 
through the community. UNIS. Details at 
www.foto78.no.
Sept. 13
2 p.m.: Movie: "The Feast of Trimalchio," 
in collaboration with the Arts Festival of 
Northern Norway. Kunsthall Svalvard 
(inside Svalbard Museum). 
5 p.m.: Movie: "Karsten og Petra På 
Safari," Norwegian children's film, all 
ages. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "A Night in Berlin," 
German drama/thriller, ages 12 and up. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 14
8 p.m.: Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Sept. 16
6 p.m.: Movie: "Vacation," U.S. comedy, 
ages 12 and up. Kulturhuset.
Sept. 20
5 p.m.: Movie: "Woman in Gold," U.S. 
drama, ages 9 and up. Kulturhuset.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Wendyeffekten," 
Norwegian comedy, no limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Sept. 21
8 p.m. Trivia quiz. Svalbar.
Sept. 27
3 p.m.: Free concert by the 10-member 
Selbu Accordionist Group. Kulturhuset.
5 p.m.: Movie: "Knutsen & Ludvigsen og 
den fæle Rasputin," Norwegian 
animated/family ages 6 and up. 
Kulturhuset.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● First U.S. icebreaker reaches N. Pole
● Greenland: Save or mine pristine land?
● Arctic sea ice fourth-lowest ever in Aug.
● Stone Age rock art found at Arctic oil site

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

Hundreds of Longyearbyen 
residents, visitors left high and 
dry Sunday by damaged pipe

Summer's over – time to sleep and eat outside

AKTIV I FRILUFT LONGYEARBYEN
About 70 people gather in Endalen on Saturday to spend the night as part of a nationwide "Night 
in Nature." The event organized by Norsk Friluftsliv ("Norwegian Outdoor Life"), which this year 
attracted 50,000 participants, is meant to heighten environmental awareness and political support 
for outdoor activities. Another outdoor event, "Food in Nature," is scheduled this Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the beach next to the Ocean Hope cabin. Scheduled activities include a 
presentation about Svalbard's mushrooms by UNIS biologist Pernille Eidesen from noon to 1 
p.m., a children's make-your-own-fishbasket course from noon to 1 p.m., a presentation about 
Polar Permculture by Benjamin Vidmar from 12:30-1 p.m., a children's reading by Elin Olsrud 
from 3-3:30 p.m. and food stands open from 1-4 p.m. Arve Serigstad will also prepare fish and 
during the intervals of other events.


