
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

Congratulations Dmitry – you just made 
coming here a bit more annoying for every-
body.

Airlines are now being required to submit 
the names of all passengers on all scheduled 
and charter flights to The Governor of Svalbard 
before traveling to the archipelago. The 
stepped-up enforcement of a long-ignored poli-
cy was spurred by the controversial visit this 
spr ing by Russ ian 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Dmitry Rogozin, who 
is on a list on persons 
banned in Norway due 
to his role in the 
Ukraine crisis.

"The Immigration 
Act does not apply to Svalbard," Gov. Odd 
Olsen Ingerø told NRK, which first reported 
the decision Monday. "So the only way we 
have to find out who is coming here is to get 
those lists from the airlines."

The lists will be reviewed to see if banned 
persons or others needing to be located by offi-
cials are aboard, Ingerø said. But "the lists will 
be shredded after reviewing them. We will not 
keep them."

A rule mandating the passenger lists was 
enacted during the 1970s, but has not been en-
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To believe that the governor can rescue people out, regardless of 
circumstances, is wrong. There is no guarantee for that.
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'Double moralists': Parliament leaders say 
hypocrisy about nixing coal investments and 
supporting Store Norske bailout is proper
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Weather summary
Most cloudy and warm, with 
moderate winds and occasional 
light rain.

Full forecast page 3

See EXCAVATE, page 5

BREAKING: Parliament approves Store Norske bailout. Story at icepeople.net
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Jørn Hurum's team begins excavations on new fossil project

A set of portable outdoor toilets, left, is a new sum

Governor demands names of all 
passengers on Svalbard flights 
to keep watch for undesirables
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Your 
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

They vanished, only to reemerge as stalk-
ers of Svalbard's ancient burial grounds last 
summer. Now, hungry for more, they're un-
earthing the bones of the dead to indulge their 
seemingly insatiable appetites.

And this time they're not just poking 
around in any graveyard – they're trying to 
figure out what can trigger an apocalypse.

The whole spectacle is basically about 
digging in the dirt, putting things less provoca-

tively. But the "Sea Monsters of the North" 
theme has been embraced by Oslo paleontolo-
gist Jørn Hurum and his teams of researchers 
who've been discovering new fossils in Sval-
bard for the past decade.

They departed Longyearbyen for their lat-
est expedition site Monday, where they'll spend 
two weeks excavating fossils from about 250 
million years ago, when roughly 95 percent of 
all marine species were suddenly wiped out in 
Earth's worst-known mass extinction event.

See MANIFEST, page 6

Jørn Hurum, an Oslo paleontologist, explains his excavation work on Spitsbergen to a group of 
visitors during a previous expedition. This year's work is scheduled to last for the next two weeks.

HANS  ARNE NAKREM / OSLO NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM 

'SEA MONSTERS 
PART XI: GRAVEDIGGERS BACK FROM THE DEAD
OF THE NORTH'
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Cruising: Getting out of 
danger, but into 'death?'

Another cruise season is about to embark 
full speed ahead in Svalbard, but the smiles of 
those greeting passengers aren't being shared 
by a lot of industry executives these days.

They took a blow last month when Britain 
issued a warning telling travelers cruising here 
is too dangerous. That warning may be re-

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years
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Icepeople is published weekly (or thereabouts) 
on Tuesdays (or thereabouts), with printed 
copies available free on a limited basis in 
Longyearbyen. Additional printed copies are 
available locally and by mail upon request. 
Charges are on an "at cost" basis.

Copyright stuff
Original contents of this publication can be 
reproduced for non-commercial purposes free 
of charge if Icepeople is credited as the 
source. The original writers, photographers 
and other contributors retain their rights to all 
published works.

Corrections policy
When we screw up you'll know about it – on 
the front page. One of the big complaints 
about newspapers is they tend to bury 
corrections and clarifications deep inside 
where few people who read the original article 
see them. If we need to fix something, an alert 
box on the front page will state what story is in 
error and where the full correction is printed.

Submitting material 
Letters, columns, photos and other material 
are welcome, but we can't offer pay for 
published items since nobody here is getting 
paid at the moment. Submissions in electronic 
form (text, Word documents, JPEGs, etc.) are 
highly preferred, although typing and/or 
scanning of items will be considered on a per-
case basis. We reserve the right to edit 
submissions for length, clarity, accuracy, libel 
and other reasons, but we will also make 
every reasonable effort to contact the author 
about any changes prior to publication.
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Icesheet
Random bits of the week's weirdness:

If you don't drink beer, then the place you 
most definitely want to be at 6 p.m. Friday is 
Coal Miners Cabins, where designated 
drivers will be a much-loved group as Sval-
bard Bryggeri is throwing a party for its de-
but of the first-ever full-strength suds to be 
brewed in the archipelago. The microbrew-
ery, which endured a six-year political struggle 
to overcome a ban on manufacturing alcohol in 
Svalbard, supposedly was planned a "soft" 
opening with an official debut ceremony during 
Longyearbyen's Oktoberfest at the end of 
September (yeah, we know that's kinda weird 
too, but let's not stray from the subject). Safe to 
say, since news of the brewery and opening 
party is being reported worldwide this week, it 
now appears the "unofficial" opening will be 
anything but silent … By the way, despite our 
snarky caption to the right, there actually is 
something else going on Friday night, but it 
might not be a good choice for those getting 
a bit too much good cheer during the beer 
bash. Leif Jone Øberg, an opera soloist from 
Copenhagen, is performing at 8 p.m. at Huset. 
It's just a few hundred meters from the party, 

so hopefully no designated driver is needed, but 
resist the intoxicating urge to sing along … Fi-
nally, it might be fun to accuse this guy of con-
suming too much of his own product as Roger 
Karlsen, commercial director of the Mack 
brewery in Tromsø, is continuing to insist 
his company remains the "real" world's 
northernmost brewery. "There is a big differ-
ence between an industrial brewery and a mi-
crobrewery, so this is not resulting in our abdi-
cating from the throne," he told the online 
newspaper iTromso.

trumps subtlety whenever it sees its chance. 

He also expressed confidence that Russia can do everything itself: from special 
fabrics and equipment for any research work in the Arctic.

РИА Новости http://ria.ru/economy/20150604/1068123958.html#ixzz3c-
ZLTVNCk

watch guy

Lancing the lance
http://www.breitbart.com/london/2015/05/13/what-the-bbc-doesnt-want-you-to-

know-about-polar-ice/

Mainland town claims to be top 
per-person telethon giver, a title 
held by Longyearbyen for years

It's possible there's something besides the beer 
party Friday night: But we don't expect anyone 
to take part, or at least remember they did.

HOAX! This bear is not proof of 'climate change' 

This polar bear did not make an underwater dive for more than three minutes in Svalbard – the 
longest ever observed by humans – for reasons being attributed to climate change, even if people 
around the world think otherwise. This animal is a stock photo from some unspecified time and 
place, one of many being shown by the media instead of the video showing the actual dive that's 
kinda boring because it's from a boat some distance away. Rinie van Meurs, a tour guide, told 
CBC (tinyurl.com/p7ucx7g) he usually sees bears hide behind chunks of ice to hunt their prey, but 
in this case the underweight animal had no such option and apparently made the long dive out of 
desperation. It's one of numerous instances in recent years of polar bears feeding on new 
species, in new areas and/or becoming more aggressive when humans try to scare them off.

Get some real dirt on icepeople!
Our global headquarters available for rent during the March 20 eclipse! Sleeps three on actual 
furnishings (double bed and sofa), plus a few can squeeze in on the floor. Washing machine, turbo 
wi-fi and about a 5-10 minute walk to most places. Plus, you'll be helping provide our pitiful little 
newspaper with desperately needed funds. Contact marksabbatini@yahoo.com for details.

SVALBARD BRYGGERI

Polar Permaculture has a vision to develop a resilient and healthy 
community while reducing our impact on the environment. Our team of 

experts are creating solutions for organic food growing, transformation of 
waste streams and engaging our community. Work is commencing on our 

greenhouse project now. Could you be part of 
the solution? We would love to hear from you.

Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!Be part of Longyearbyen's growing future!

Polar Permaculture
www.polarpermaculture.com !  4695 4875 !  info@polarpermaculture.com

 SYLVIE BOUCHARD

The farce is strong in this one: "A 10-hour trek 
to record a single wire effect"…Y'know computers 
have this amazing ability to create sounds, too.

EA / DICE
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen
Wednesday

Rain. NW winds to 22 km/h. 
High 11C (10C wind chill), low 
7C (5C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Thursday
Cloudy. Variable winds to 15 
km/h. High 9C (7C wind chill), 
low 7C (5C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

Saturday
Partly cloudy. Variable winds 
to 25 km/h. High 10C (8C wind 
chill), low 7C (4C wind chill).

24-hour daylight
Extended forecast: Sunday, cloudy, 9C (6C), 8C (5C), light 24:00h; Monday, cloudy, 11C (9C), 8C (6C), light 24:00h; Tuesday, rain, 
10C (8C), 8C (7C), light 24:00h; Wednesday, rain, 8C (6C), 6C (1C), light 24:00h

Data provided by storm.no

Friday
Partly cloudy. Variable winds to 
25 km/h. High 10C (7C wind 
chill), low 8C (5C wind chill).

24-hour daylight

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

There will be a discussion 
about 'neger' names, after all  

Now that it's gotten worldwide attention, a 
discussion about whether Svalbard has three 
locations with racist names is planned this fall 
by the Norwegian Polar Institute's naming 
committee. Svalbardposten reported two 
weeks ago Negerfjellet, Negerdalen and 
Negerpynten – which reportedly got their 
names from British sailors during the 1600s 
due to the high content of black rocks – could 
be considered racist by modern-day standards. 
While institute officials said at the time 
they've had no complaints and didn't plan to 
discuss the issue, the committee will at least 
bring it up informally sometime between 
September and December. "I'm unsure if we 
will take it up formally," said Øien Ørvoll, 
head of the committee, adding if an official 
request is filed it will be considered.

Eighteen. Frigging. Degrees. 
(Eighth. Worst. Day. Ever.)

Visitors got more of a tropical experience 
than an Arctic one during the past weekend, 
with temperatures in Longyearbyen reaching 
about 18 degrees Celsius on Friday and 
Saturday. Friday's high of 17.9 degrees at 
Svalbard Airport was the eighth-highest ever 
since records have been kept, according to 
Sjur Wergeland, a meteorologist at the 
Norwegian Meteorological Institute. The 
record of 21.3 degrees was set on July 16, 
1979. He said warm temperatures, but not 
approaching record levels, are likely to 
continue into this week.

Man hospitalized with burs 
after accident at power plant   

A man who suffered burns in an accident 
at Longyearbyen's coal-fired electricity plant 
was flown to a hospital in Tromsø on Monday 
afternoon, according to The Governor of 
Svalbard. "We do not know exactly what 
happened yet," said Irene Welle, a police chief 
lieutenant for the governor. "He got hot water 
over parts of the body and suffered burns." 
She said police plan to conduct an on-site 
investigation Tuesday. The Norwegian Labor 
Inspectorate has also been notified about the 
incident.

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

For those who consider census takers inva-
sive because they ask all that personal stuff, at 
least they don't shoot you with tranquilizers and 
implant transmitters (unless the tinfoil-hat 
brigade is smarter than we all realized).

But the polar bear population in Svalbard 
and other parts of the Barents Sea will be get-
ting that kind of treatment during the next four 
weeks as officials are conducting their first re-
gional census of the species in 11 years.

The researchers will also "collect data on 
presence and densities of whales in the northern 
parts of the region," according to the official 
blog of the project led by the Norwegian Polar 
Institute (tinyurl.com/p3gvbl6).

The census is a scaled-back version of a 
long-planned joint count by Norway and 
Russia, as the latter decided just weeks before-
hand to deny its part of the Barents Sea region 
to Norwegian researchers for reasons not pub-
licly specified. Jon Aars, an NPI polar bear re-
searcher, said the hope is Russian officials will 
still conduct a count in its territory soon and 
thus provide researchers with a rough – if not 

ideal – overall population estimate.
It is assumed there are between 1,900 and 

3,600 polar bears in the Barents Sea region, 
with numerous factors during the past decade 
accounting for the large degree of uncertainty.

"It is well known that polar bears have a 
number of challenges related to climate change 
and pollution," wrote Elin Vinje Jenssen, an 
NPI communications advisor, in a blog entry 
Monday. "Late arrival of sea ice around the tra-
ditionally important denning areas as Kongsøya 
and Hopen in Svalbard has in recent years led 
to few females having reached the islands to hi-
bernate. In milder years, fewer cubs are born in 
these areas than in cooler years. Scientists 
know that many years with little ice can lead to 
low survival rates, especially among young ani-
mals, but it is still uncertain whether this has 
led to reductions in population size, or if the 
population is still expanding."

The researchers departed on the Lance re-
search vessel Friday "after some hectic days" 
packing and testing equipment in Longyear-
byen, according to Magnus Andersen, another 
NPI researcher contributing to the blog. The 
census takers are initially traveling south before 
proceeding to " the main challenge but also the 
main adventure of our cruise" – the ice edge far 
to the north.

A polar bear is fitted with a satellite collar during a census of the animals that started this week. 
MAGNUS ANDERSEN / NORWEGIAN POLAR INSTITUTE

A bear of a census
After a rejection from Russia 
and delays here, first count of 
species in 11 years finally begins

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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Still standing shakily
Svalbard priest grateful after 
helping save Palestinian village 
from destruction, but fear lingers 
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

During a week when much of the world's 
outrage was directed at the killing an 18-
month-old Palestinian boy in an Israeli fire-
bombing, another nearby West Bank village 
under constant threat was celebrating a reprieve 
– for now.

"They have stopped razing of Susiya due to 
international pressure," said Eid Suleyman, a 
member of Palestinian family hosting Svalbard 
Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen during his 
final days in the West Bank village.

Helgesen, blogging about his experiences 
in the area this summer as part of an interna-
tional campaign to prevent the demolition of 

the village, which was supposed to occur by 
Monday under an order by Israel's Supreme 
Court. Dozens of top-ranking political and reli-
gious leaders from Europe and elsewhere visit-
ed the 350-person village, made mostly of 
tents, to appeal on behalf of its residents.

"The danger is that Israeli authorities and 
soldiers will come with their bulldozers when 
international attention ceases," Helgesen wrote 
in his farewell blog Tuesday. "Families in 
Susiya are still living under the great danger 
that their homes will be destroyed."

A meeting between residents and Israeli 
authorities is scheduled Aug. 11, after which a 
new date for a court hearing will be set, accord-
ing to Helgesen. 

The priest, who spent the final three 
months of 2014 in the area protesting Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank, was called back 
on short notice to help with the Susiya cam-
paign on behalf of Norwegian Church Aid. His 

blogs during the summer detail numerous en-
counters with – and occasional destruction and 
physical abuse by – Israeli soldiers, but never 
the full-scale destruction Palestinian residents 
feared after the end of Ramadan.

Israeli leaders say the village, which has 
been demolished several times in recent 
decades, was initially built on an archeological 
site dating back to biblical times and remains a 
"unrecognized" settlement. Helgesen's blogs – 
and his call for a total boycott of all Israeli-
made products – received mostly supportive 
feedback, but also generated plenty of contro-
versy and criticism.

"Incredibly one-sided reporting," a reader 
wrote in a comment following the priest's 
farewell blog post. "Is it not a paradox that 
Palestinian terrorists are hailed, given martyr 
status and have streets named after them?"

Susiya youths, left gather for a farewell meal with Svalbard Church Priest Leif Magne Helgesen after he spent the summer in the West Bank village 
opposing its planned demolition. At right, Palestinians from the area gather for one of numerous protests that received worldwide media attention.

Children sleep on makeshift beds, left, in the Palestinian village of Susiya on the West Bank, which had been scheduled for demolition by Monday. At 
Israeli soldiers confront youths and other residents during one of numerous encounters described as tense, but that did not result in major incidents.

LEIF MAGNE HELGESEN

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

LEIF MAGNE HELGESEN
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By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It could be the ideal setting for CSI Sval-
bard, except these deadly mysteries are taking 
considerable longer than 60 minutes to solve.

A team of archaeologists on Bjørnøya ap-
pear to have solved their latest caper this sum-
mer after unearthing a cliffside grave at Nord-
hamna. Wearing surgical masks and DNA-
proof gloves, they slowly extracted a skeleton – 
while wondering if others were buried there as 
well – and reached a preliminary verdict based 
on obvious clues.

"The fresh and whole teeth means that this 
is a young person who has not lived long 
enough to wear them down," wrote Arild Sk-
jæveland Vivås, an archaeologist for The Gov-
ernor of Svalbard who is the project's field 
leader, in the team's official blog. "The seams 
in the skull are also very visible. In humans, 
these seams are more pronounced throughout 
their 20s and are usually quite inconspicuous 
when approaching their 60s."

Furthermore, there were few women on the 
island when it was populated by whale hunters 
during past centuries and all gender-specific 
tombs were for men, according to Vivås.

"Summing up, there are several factors that 
makes us currently tend to suggest it is a young 
Russian who is buried here next to the hunting 
station where he spent his last days," the ar-

chaeologist wrote.
But it's not quite time to roll the credits yet: 

the remains have been sent to Svalbard Muse-
um, where they are awaiting more detailed 
analysis to confirm or deny the theory.

The grave examination is part of a first-
ever project on the island to excavate and docu-
ment graves and other ruins that are being ex-
posed and threatened by erosion. Among the 
undertakings by the archaeologists during the 
past month was the analysis of a mass grave 
containing 14 bodies that appear to be murder 
victims.

Historical photos show some graves have 
already been lost to erosion, and the bones of 
humans and animals have been seen sticking 
out of the sides of cliffs that are crumbling 
away. Vivås noted the team's next work will be 
examining other layers of debris vulnerable to 
erosion while searching for other graves also 
under threat.

DAG  NÆVESTAD / SYSSELMANNEN

The skull of what is 
believed to be a 
young male whale 
hunter is unearthed 
in a grave at 
Nordhamma on 
Bjørnøya. Clues such 
as the "fresh and 
whole" teeth suggest 
the person was in his 
20s. Archaeologists 
examining the skull at 
the site also found a 
"small unidentifiable 
lump in the chin 
region," which will 
require further lab 
examination, 
according to the 
project's official blog. 
They also determined 
by the length of the 
thighbone the person 
was likely 162 to 166 
centimeters tall.

Dead men do tell tales
Archaeologists 'solve' one ancient and mysterious death on Bjørnøya with elementary clues, Sherlock

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

The ancient grave at the edge of a cliff is one of 
many on Bjønøya threatened by erosion.

Preparing to meet doomsday 
EXCAVATE from page 1

"We already know we have one animal that 
hasn't been seen here before," Hurum said 
shortly before departing for the excavation site 
at Flowerdalen in Vindodden.

The species was spotted last summer, when 
work was limited to exploring and mapping 
three areas, Hurum said. Permission was subse-
quently obtained to excavate the site this sum-
mer, but he said he doubts any tourists or other 
random explorers have stumbled upon the 
bones in the meantime.

"It took us three days for us to spot the 
bones," he said.

Hurum gained worldwide notoriety while 
conducting excavations in Svalbard from 2004 
to 2012 focusing on the Late Jurassic era about 
150 million years ago. The paleontologist and 
his assistants discovered several new species – 
with some getting headline-grabbing names 
like the giant "Predator X" sea reptile – and the 
"Sea Monsters of the North" moniker stems 
from National Geographic's documentary/blog 
series about the excavations.

He planned to halt the excavations after 
2012, but resumed work last summer after get-
ting funding for a project focusing on sea rep-
tiles and other creatures from the Triassic era.

Among the mysteries Hurum said he hopes 
to solve with this project, scheduled to last up 
to five years, is what caused the Permian-Trias-
sic extinction event. Several theories, including 
climate change and a catastrophic event such as 
a meteor strike, exist today.
There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

COURTESY OF THE GOVERNOR OF SVALBARD

DAG  NÆVESTAD / SYSSELMANNEN
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Yet another Pole dance

MANIFEST, from page 1

A chart, left, shows existing territorial rights and overlapping claims by various nation to the Arctic, although details of how the United Nations will 
evaluate the claims under existing law. At top right, Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin gathers with other political and religious leaders 
from his country at the North Pole during a controversial visit in April to Svalbard and a military training site on an ice floe near the Pole. At bottom right, 
a robot plants a titanium Russian flag on the seafloor at the North Pole in 2007, one of several publicity-seeking acts by Russia to assert its claim. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Russia submits new North Pole 
claim to U.N., vying w/ Denmark 
and Canada for rights to riches
By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

It could be called a fight for the northern-
most chunk of ice in the world, except by the 
time it's decided the water might be warm 
enough to go swimming.

The expected thaw is, of course, one of the 
primary reasons multiple countries are now en-
gaged in a turf war for the North Pole, with the 
latest salvo fired this week by Russia as it sub-

mitted a claim for 1.2 million square kilometers 
of the Arctic sea shelf to the United Nations. 
Russia was the first to submit a claim to the 
Pole in 2002, but the U.N. rejected it, citing 
lack of evidence.

Denmark and Canada have since claimed 
rights to large regions including the Pole as part 
of a larger battle for Arctic turn that also in-
cludes Norway and the United States. Analysts 
have stated it may take 20 years before such 
claims are resolved – and previous resolutions 
haven't ended the territorial disputes.

The boundary wars are mostly about mon-
ey, since experts say the Arctic may contain a 
quarter of the world's remaining oil. Countries 

are filing their claims with an eye on the long-
term future, as climate change is expected to 
open up previously inaccessible areas to 
drilling, as well as other activities such as com-
mercial shipping.

Russia's new claim would expand the 
country’s territory by 1.2 million square kilo-
meters, according to Barents Observer. The 
area includes an estimated 594 oil fields and 
159 gas fields, plus and more then 350 gold de-
posits. The estimated recoverable fuel resources 
would be 60 percent of Russia’s total hydrocar-
bon resources.

The Mac Hack
We impishly dissect, gleefully crush and sadistically drown 
Macintoshes. But since not many people are willing to pay 
for that, we also repair, upgrade, disinfect Macs, and offer 

spare cables, batteries and other parts – cheap!
Got a truly dead machine? Let us have "fun" with it!

(Seriously, the parts can help others and keep our prices low.) 

forced in recent years. But the Norway's Min-
istry of Transport and Communications ordered 
the renewed enforcement following Rogozin's 
visit. 

Rogozin – who sent numerous taunting so-
cial media messages during and after his sur-
prise visit – asserted the ban on travel to Nor-
way didn't apply to Svalbard because of the 
Svalbard Treaty, which allows members of all 
signature nations to enter without passports or 
other security checks.

Frode Andersen, head of communications 
for Norway's Foreign Ministry, said after the 
visit legislation would be submitted to Parlia-
ment prohibiting sanctioned individuals from 
entering the archipelago.

Anonymous  
access denied Expressive and enigmatic photos of 

Svalbard by Nora Grøndal.
120 X 80 cm on aluminum or acrylic, with 
anti-contact wall fixtures - 3,200 kroner

Small floating table/shelf images - 350 kroner

Arts&Crafts Center at Galleri Svalbard.
Open 11-17 daily      95 10 49 45 

Worth 1,078 wordsWorth 1,078 words

See Nora's portfolio at www.nora.heime.net

Call Mark at 4151 4648 or e-mail marksabbatini@ yahoo.com

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

SPUTNIK NEWS

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.
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Think Icepeople is a joke? (Um, OK, we'll call 
that opening line another screw-up and move on.)

We've been in the newspaper business for nearly 30 years and learned just about 
everything you ought to know from some of the best in the industry. Make sure you 
interview at least "X" minorities for each story (USA Today). A momentary 
expression of grief captured by a photographer says more than an hour of dialogue 
during an inspirational seminar (Los Angeles Times). Don't pass out outside at the 
South Pole in your underwear (The Antarctic Sun). Tots eating ice cream can be just 
as appealing as space aliens endorsing presidential candidates (Weekly World 
News). Don't worry about that photo of "Svalbard" where trees are clearly visible 
(The Guardian) - readers will never notice (which might explain why so many folks 
think polar bears and penguins co-exist).

Say what you will about the world's northernmost alternative newspaper (a.k.a. the 
coolest newspaper on Earth - and, wow was it a struggle figuring out which to 
officially use in the masthead). But despite our absurdly inane headlines, snarky 
ledes, tendency to make fun of Russians who've shown nothing but awesomeness 
when we've been there and constant use of first-person plural references to a 
newspaper run almost entirely by one guy whose sanity is often called into question, 
we have never for a moment wavered from our goal of trying to inform you in the 
best way possible. Without succumbing to the always-shifting MSM wisdom.

icepeople.net

We're doing everything wrong. And proud of it...

Remember when websites were something 
you could read without endless scrolling, 
mouseclicks and non-stop sales pitches?

Again, we've blown off pretty much everything the "experts" advise. No 
pop-up ads. No slideshows. No auto-play videos. No mandatory "sign 
up for our spam" registrations. No "trendy" overhauls making the text 

and pictures big enough for Helen Keller to see clearly.

And, BTW, no pretending Twitter messages are "news." We didn't get 
into newspapers to offer stories that fit into a TV news soundbite, 

much less a bumper sticker.

Plus, of course, we're giving it all 
away – along with special items like 

our new walking tour map – for 
free. Which basically means we're 

idiots businesswise – and broke. 
Fear not - this isn't where the hard sales pitch comes in. 
Just a polite appeal to make a donation by clicking on 

the absurdly tiny and unobtrusive "buy it now" button 
and purchase a one-time "subscription" for any amount.

Those who do will get a special opportunity to add their 
own personal (non-commercial) point of interest to 

the backside of our map, which will remain until there's 
enough others to push it off. Plus you'll get  a high-quality 

PDF and a spot on the website map for all eternity.   
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Aug. 6
6:15 p.m.: Lecture: "Polar Research and 
Science in Svalbard," by UNIS Director. 
Ole Arve Misund. UNIS.
Aug. 7
6 p.m. Debut of Longyearbyen's first 
locally-brewed beer by Svalbard 
Bryggeri. Coal Miners Cabins.
8 p.m.: Concert by opera soloist Leif 
Jone Øberg. Huset.
Aug. 9
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Pixels" (3D), U.S. 
comedy/sci-fi, no age limit specified. 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 11
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 14
7 p.m.: Svalbard Day celebration, with 
historic tales and music. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 16
11 a.m.: Mass. Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "Trainwreck," U.S. 
comedy, no age limit specified 
Kulturhuset.
Aug. 18
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.
Aug. 22
5 p.m.: Movie: "Minons" (3D), U.S. 
animated/comedy dubbed in Norwegian. 
No age limit specified. Kulturhuset.
Aug. 23
11 a.m.: Mass w/ return of Priest Leif 
Magne Helgesen from summer protest of 
Israeli settlements in the West Bank. 
Svalbard Church.
7 p.m.: Movie: "The Man From U.N.C.L.," 
U.S. action/comedy, ages 11 and up. 
Kulturhuset. 
Aug. 25
7 p.m.: Evening Mass and fireplace 
social. Svalbard Church.

What's online
Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 
news about Svalbard and the world's 
polar regions, plus extras for articles from 
the print edition. Among the latest news:
● Glaciers melt to lowest level on record
● Photos: World's last legal polar bear hunt
● Oops..too late for trees to stop warming
● Cteeth like bear traps

"!is book does not only 
cover comprehensive 
information concerning all 
"elds of possible interest, 
but is at the same time a 
photo book containing 
many color images to 
illustrate many wildlife 
and #ower species and to 
document landscapes and 
places from all over the 
archipelago."

- Reader review

THE complete guidebook
by the complete guide

Sailing Voyages • Books • Photography • DVDs • Polar News And Information 

What's up

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

HELP!
What you spend on coffee in a week can 
provide a jolt from Icepeople for a year.

Visit icepeople.net and, while checking out the 
extra content, click the "subscribe" box to 

help with a one-time donation of any amount.

(we need it too much to use 
a more clever headline)

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

No water? 'Drink beer'
Imtech workers examine a water main that was shut down for several hours Sunday due to a leak.

Hundreds of Longyearbyen 
residents, visitors left high and 
dry Sunday by damaged pipe

MARK SABBATINI / ICEPEOPLE

By MARK SABBATINI
Editor

A leak in a water main at Vei 217 left hun-
dreds of Longyearbyen residents without water 
from about midday Sunday. Service was re-
stored shortly before 8 p.m.

“We’re working on it and guessing you 
have water within two hours,” wrote Kristoffer 
Arrington Elind, an Imtech official, in a post on 
the city’s community Facebook page at about 6 
p.m. “Drink beer.”

The shutoff affected all buildings beyond 
Vei 217 toward Nybyen, as well as Vei 222. 
Among the major businesses affected were 

Spitsbergen Hotel, Spitsbergen Lodge, Guest-
house 102, Galleri Svalbard and Coal Miner’s 
Cabin.

Marthe Salamonsens, a receptionist at 
Spitsbergen Hotel, said the hotel was still able 
to provide coffee and waffles to guests – as 
well as commercial water in bottles and cans – 
and they seemed to be accepting the outage 
well.

“They understand it’s not our fault,” she 
said.

Large reserve containers of water could 
have been brought from the Radisson Blu Po-
lar Hotel if Spitsbergen Hotel were facing an 
overnight water cutoff, Salamonsens said.

“The most important thing is the guests 
have drinking water,” she said.


