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Odd Olsen Ingerø to head office 
after four-year absence; other 
new senior officials also coming

See BEARS, page 4

Briefly

Svalbard issues, ice sculpture 
get some notice at climate 
summit

Web exclusive: Download the MP3 

"Sporløst Gikk Tiden" by Liv Mari Schei 

free at www.icepeople.net.
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Related: Cows 

eating grass 

may cut N2O 

emissions 

- Icepeople.net

See DINOSAURS, page 3

This polar bear jawbone from Svalbard is the 

oldest known specimen. Photo provided by UNIS.

A dead polar bear, above, lies on a northern 

Nordaustlandet beach after being shot last 

Thursday by Ludvig Fjeld, a kayaker rescuing his 

companion, Sebastian Plur Nilssen, after he was 

dragged out of their tent and dragged across the 

beach by the animal. At right, Nilssen and Fjeld 

pause for a self portrait during one of the last days 

of their attempt to become the first people to 

circumnavigate Svalbard by kayak. Polar bear 

photo by Arild Lyssand/Svalbard governor's office.
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Hunger gets them to take 

greater risks than they normally 

would.

- Jan Aars,

Norwegian Polar Institute

Number of encounters rise this year, but is warming to blame?

Hauntingly familiar: Watch a two-minute 

excerpt of the Svalbard portion of 

"Climate of Change" and other previews 

from the film free at www.icepeople.net.

Live: A 

dinosaur 

dig online

Russians bring their song and 
dance act to town as longtime 
local diva heads for Tromsø 

Ancient meets new as excavation 
broadcasts 24 hours a day on the 
Web from four camera locations

Polar bear clashes heat up

Breaking news: Polar bear attacks two 

kayakers, injuring one, on north side of 

Nordaustlandet. Page 3.

Getting into a battle with a polar bear is 
unquestionably a horrible experience. But the 
bears would probably prefer avoiding skir-
mishes these days as well, with studies sug-
gesting they're doomed to defeat in the larger 
war due to climate change.

A polar bear that attacked two kayakers 
last Thursday on the northern side of Nor-
daustlandet was "not well nourished," likely 
due to difficulties finding food, according to 
officials. One of the kayakers was hospital-
ized after being dragged 40 meters from his 
tent by the bear with its jaws, the first injury 
from a bear attack in Svalbard since 1995.

It was the latest in an abnormally high 
number of encounters between polar bears 
and humans in the archipelago this year. The 
past winter saw long periods of record tem-
peratures, which researchers have said affect-
ed wildlife feeding areas.

But there seems to be no consensus about 
the reason for the increase in polar bear en-
counters or if it's a sign global warming's pre-
dicted effects – occurring with the species in 
many other Arctic regions – are beginning. 

There's little question, for instance, the 11-

year-old, 360-kilogram bear attacking the 
kayakers was having trouble finding food. 

"Hunger gets them to take greater risks 
than they normally would," said Jan Aars, a 
researcher with the Norwegian Polar Institute 
in Tromsø, in an interview with NRK.

But he said polar bears in Svalbard typi-
cally have little access to food during the 
summer. Also, it doesn't appear the animal 
was suffering excessively. 

"He is not a young bear and was in fairly 
good shape," said Per Andreassen, a lieu-
tenant with the Svalbard governor's office, in 
an interview with Svalbardposten. "He's not 

The pitch would get you laughed out of any 
TV executive's office: A reality show of people 
sifting through soil 24 hours a day.

But...but...wait! They're looking for dinosaurs 
which, as everybody knows, are seriously cool. 
And there's always the possibility a polar bear 
will invade the site.

Fortunately, people can watch such a produc-
tion without product placements and hokey rival-
fueling "challenges." An excavation of prehistoric 
fossils that began Monday and continues through 
Aug. 18 at Konusen is being broadcast continu-
ously on the internet, with viewers able to select 
from four camera locations.

A 14-member team is excavating two 
ichthyosaurs and one plesiosaur, marine reptiles 
that inhabited Earth 150 million years ago. 
They're also looking for other fossils and species 
as part of a project launched in 2004 and headed 
by Jørn Hurum, a paleontologist at the Natural 
History Museum in Oslo.

"It's something I've thought about for a long 
time," he said about the webcast, in an interview 
with NRK. "In documentaries on TV such exca-
vations look easy. It shows a maximum of five 
minutes where you come in and find a skeleton, 
dig it up and fly out again. And that's not how it 
works."
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Briefly

UNIS students drill the permafrost in Greenland 

as part of a project examining nitrous oxide 

emissions in the Arctic. Photo by Bo Elberling.

Dekabrist crew honored 

by Russians, Norwegians
Consul-General Aleksandr Antipov be-

came the first Russian official since 2005 to 
lay flowers at the memorial monument near the 
Hopen meteorological station during a visit 
July 24, the Svalbard governor's office said in 
a prepared statement.

The monument was built in 1975 in recog-
nition of the Dekabrist, which was providing 
supplies to Western Allies during World War II 
when it was attacked in 1942 by German air-
craft 120 nautical miles from Hopen. The 80-
member crew abandoned the vessel after a 12-
hour battle to save it, but only one of the four 
lifeboats reached Hopen, carrying 19 people. 
Only three members survived the winter and 
subsequent capture by a German submarine 
crew.   

Among those at the July 24 ceremony were 
Svalbard Gov. Odd Olsen Ingerø and former 
governor and Norwegian Attorney General 
Svein Ola Fagernes. 

Low calving, population 

alters reindeer hunting
Quotas for the upcoming reindeer hunting 

season are being altered due to signs of low 
calving activity this year and recent years of 
declines in the herd's population, according to 
the Svalbard governor's office.

Distribution of quotas for the season, 
which begins Aug. 15, are 40 percent free 

range, 50 percent female/younger and 10 per-
cent calves. The allocations are based on heli-
copter surveys of the hunting areas in late July.

Hunting cards can be picked up at gover-
nor's office starting Monday. A firearms permit 
is required. Workshops on proper hunting pro-
cedures are being offered Aug. 11 and 17.

More information about hunting regula-
tions is available at www.sysselmannen.no. 

More weather stations to 

aid forecasts, research 
The Norwegian Meteorological Institute is 

installing more permanent weather stations in 
Svalbard to improve daily weather forecasting 
and aid a long-term study of climate change in 
the region.

Three automatical stations on Karl XII-
øya, Verlegenhuken and Kapp Heuglin will be 
upgraded with more stable installations, ac-
cording to the agency. In addition, three auto-
matical stations will be placed on Kongsøya, 
Andréeneset and Sørkappøya.

"We plan to install four out of six stations 
this summer," said Ragnar Brækkan, section 
leader for the institute, in a prepared statement. 
"How many stations we manage to set out in 
the end depends on the weather."

The institute will also install three tempo-
rary weather stations at Akseløya, Svarttangen 
and Crozierpynten in connection with the 
AWAKE research project, a cooperative effort 
between Norwegian and Polish scientists 
studying changes in the atmosphere, ocean, sea 
ice and glaciers.

Svalbardbutikken is halting 
sales of computers, cameras, 
televisions, appliances and other 
electronics, with store manage-
ment saying they are losing too 
many sales to internet shoppers.

Other factors such as high 
prices, the recession and moving 
the electronics section from a 
separate location at Lompensen-
teret into the main store in 2008 

Benny Prasad, creator of the world's first bongo guitar and a 54-string instrument known as the 

Benetar, is scheduled to perform a concert at 7 p.m. Aug. 10 at Svalbard Church. Prasad, who 

celebrates his 35th birthday Saturday, credits "an encounter with God" for his musical inspiration 

following health and behavioral troubles growing up in India. He is reportedly India's most-

traveled musician, visiting more than 200 countries, and has recorded four albums mixing Indian 

and Western styles. Waffles and other refreshments will be available at the Svalbard concert. A 

free seven-song sampler of his music is at icepeople.net. Photo courtesy of Benny Prasad.

Given everything else that declined in 2009, the 
population of Svalbard might as well be a part of it.

There were 2,481 residents in the archipelago as of 
January 1, 2010, 84 fewer than a year ago, according 
to Statistics Norway. The decline includes 33 residents 
in Norwegian settlements, which now have a popula-
tion of 2,052,  and 50 in the Russian community of 
Barentsburg, which now has half the occupants as it 
did seven years ago.

"Svalbard has a high level of in- and out-migration, 
markedly influencing the size of the population," a 
summary by the agency notes. Barentsburg's popula-
tion, however, has been in steady decline due to the 
loss of mining and other industries.

Men represent 57 percent of residents in Norwe-
gian settlements, but women make up the majority of 
foreign nationals in those communities. A total of 18 
percent of all women are foreign nationals, compared 
to 13 percent of men.

Thailand continues to be the dominant foreign 
group with 96 residents, followed by Sweden with 53 
and Russia with 29. Forty percent of the foreign wom-

MARATHON, from page 1

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Norwegian Crown Prince Haakon admits he lacks the expertise of most in the room. But his royal 
experiences in the Arctic easily rival anyone's at drawing attention to the cause.

Haakon is the patron of this week's annual symposium in Ny-Ålesund where more than 40 global 
political and science leaders are focusing on "The Changing Arctic and Its Global Implications." His 
northern expeditions in 2008 and 2009 with Crown Prince Frederik of Denmark and Crown Princess 
Victoria of Sweden resulted in their authoring the book "Royal Polar Expedition" last year.

The symposium, now in its fifth year, seeks to share updated studies and spread political 

Inspiration from India



City asks lawyers to look 
into faulty food grinders 

Longyearbyen officials are asking lawyers 
to look into the dispute about problematic 
food waste grinders installed in hundreds of 
residences this summer. The city mandated 
the grinders for all homes, but the model in-
stalled by the vendor, Activum Consulting, 
has been widely criticized locally and by offi-
cials elsewhere experiencing trouble with 
them. "There is no conflict yet, but there are 
certainly disagreements," said Iver Rode, gen-
eral manager of Bydrift, the municipal waste 
agency. Jostein Gundersen, a Kristiansand res-
ident who owns the vending company, said 
they will fix incorrect or incomplete installa-
tions, but "we understand that we have deliv-
ered in accordance with the contract. The so-
lutions have been outlined in the meetings 
we've had in advance."

CNN founder may return to 
Svalbard with U.N. backers

CNN founder Ted Turner may return to 
Svalbard next year with a delegation of digni-
taries as part of a board meeting by the United 
Nations Foundation, created by Turner in 
1998 to support U.N. efforts to resolve global 
challenges. The board meeting is in Oslo, but 
members would also like to spend two or 
three days in Svalbard studying climate 
change and other issues. Among the board's 
members are former U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan, Nobel laureate Muhammed 
Yunus and former Russian Foreign Minister 
Igor Ivanov. Turner visited Svalbard in July of 
2008 with former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter and other officials, touring the Sval-
bard Global Seed Vault as part of a cruise 
aboard the National Geographic Endeavour.

Russians get temporary OK 
for commercial flights  

A Trust Arktikugol helicopter licensed 
only for the Russian company's mining opera-
tions is also providing commercial flight ser-
vice for Avinor this summer after bids from 
Norwegian companies were considered too 
expensive. A one-time exemption was granted 
by the Norwegian Civil Aviation Authority.
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Weather forecast for Longyearbyen

Wednesday

Mixed sun and clouds. 

WNW winds at 2 km/h. High 

5C (5C wind chill), low 3C 

(3C wind chill).

Thursday

Clouds increasing. NW 

winds at 3 km/h. High 6C 

(6C wind chill), low 3C (3C 

wind chill).

Friday

Mostly cloudy. WSW winds 

at 4 km/h. High 6C (6C wind 

chill), low 2C (2C wind chill).

Saturday

Cloudy. WNW winds at 2 

km/h. High 2C (2C wind 

chill), low 1C (1C wind chill).

Extended forecast: Sunday, periods of rain, 2C (2C), 1C (1C); Monday, rain ending late, 2C (2C), 2C (2C); Tuesday, cloudy with a 

chance of rain, 2C (2C), 1C (1C); Wednesday, cloudy with a chance of rain, 2C (2C), 0C (0C).

Data provided by yr.no

HEADLINES STOLEN FROM

SVALBARDPOSTEN
VERDENS NORDLIGSTE AVIS

“

”

That Russia does 

not fully share the 

Norwegian view of 

how the resources 

in the fish river 

zone around 

Svalbard are to be 

exercised has not 

led to a general 

increase in tension 

in the area.

- Grete Faremo,

defense minister

Travelers can't play golf be-
tween the runways and there's 
no danger of high tide washing 
planes off a sand runway into 
the sea. But it seems flying into 
Svalbard is just as weird.

Svalbard Airport is one of 
"The World's 18 Strangest Air-
ports," according to the current 
issue of Popular Mechanics. 
While other airports on the list 
are distinct for runways on steep 
slopes in the Alps and intersect-
ing with major city streets, Sval-
bard's is notorious for its north-
ern latitude and shifting soil.

"I never thought it was very 
strange," said Ole Rambech, the 
airport's manager. "This is a 
standard airport built to interna-
tional standards." 

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Excavation becomes reality TV

Excavators look for fossilized skeletons this week at one of four locations at Konusen being 

broadcast live on the internet. Videos of the 14 team members and others visiting the site, updates, 

details about the project, and profiles of the participants are at www.forskning.no/svalbard.

DINOSAURS, from page 1

Being where cell phones work 
should make things smoother this 
year. So will being near the fire de-
partment.

Concerts are closer to civiliza-
tion for the second annual Spits-
bergen Rock festival, but additions 
such as a rock cruise, tattoo artist 
and fire-breathing band will seek 
to shake things up with a different 
kind of wild. The festival features 
several pub performances May 27 
and 28, and a concert marathon on 
the shore by the sailing club May 
29.

"The bands are a mix of well-
known, popular bands and more 
up-and-coming ones," wrote Line 
V. Roksøy, one of the festival's or-
ganizers, in an e-mail interview. 
"Two of them sing in Norwegian. 

Store Norske may have 
lost hundreds of millions of 
kroner due to bad contracts 
with subcontractors, accord-
ing to a classified brokerage 
report obtained by a Norwe-
gian television station.

The findings prompted 
forceful reactions inside and 
outside the company, with 
renegotiation of ongoing 
deals pledged and opposition 

Early viewership, if not viral, indicates de-
cent ratings. Counters at the site show it con-
sistently has hundreds of viewers, even during 
overnight periods, which of course don't neces-
sarily halt work due to the 24-hour daylight of 
polar summer. There's also an ongoing scroll of 
Twitter messages from participants and ob-
servers in a window below the camera view.

"I think they found something just now," 
wrote Georg Kjøll in one tweet. "The dino dig-
gers are working their butts off!" wrote Eli 
Gjørven in the next. "So...anybody up for a 
betting pool on whether we'll get to see polar 
bears on the Svalbard streams?" wrote Thork-
ild Stray in another immediately following.

The site, www.forskning.no/svalbard, also 
features extensive videos and other details 
from past excavations, plus profiles of the par-
ticipants in Norwegian and English. Besides 
paleontologists, occupations of some members 
include property manager, electro-technician 
and data engineer. But the science aspect is al-
luring to all of them.

"The fact that we are contributing to new 
geological discoveries being made through 
these excavations is pretty exiciting all by it-
self," wrote Stig Larsen, 43, a handyman and 
freelancer, in a profile where he lists his re-
sponsibilities as "logistics, toilet technology, 
machine handling and maintenance, (and) 
pliosaur hunter and excavator."

He wrote the pliosaur is his favorite prehis-

toric creature because "it's the biggest, baddest 
and ugliest thing out there. I'm especially fasci-
nated by its triangle-shaped teeth, the signature 
of a true predator."

This year's excavation includes two five-
meter-long ichthyosaurs discovered last year 
under several tons of shale that could not be re-
moved before the season ended. The most no-
table previous discovery was the 2007 unveil-
ing of "Predator X," claimed to be the world's 
largest and most dangerous pliosaur. Hurum is 
also notorious for co-leading the high-profile 
and highly controversial reassembly and analy-
sis of the "Ida" fossil discovered in Germany, 
touted as the missing link between primates 
and humans in evolution. 

This year's excavators probably don't have 
to worry about controversies and being kicked 
off the island. But if the biggest fears of Linn 
Novis, 29, a paleontology student at The Uni-
versity Centre in Svalbard, are any indication, 
there's still plenty of concerns and hardships.

"That we only find the butts of the reptiles," 
she wrote in response to the question. "And 
that we run out of bread. That means we have 
to eat canned rye bread. I also fear that Jørn by 
mistake has ordered 500 Chicken Korma."

Those in Svalbard wanting more than virtual 
reality can visit the site during tours offered by 
Spitsbergen Travel on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays through Aug. 12. 



Encounters in Arctic on the rise
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Aug. 8

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "Cash," Swedish action/

drama, ages 15 and up. Huset.

Aug. 10

7 p.m.: Concert by Benny Prasad, a 

guitarist from India. Svalbard Church.

Aug. 14

Svalbard's National Day celebration. 

Details at www.svalbardkirke.no.

Aug. 15

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

8 p.m.: Movie: "The Twilight Saga - 

Eclipse," U.S. fantasy/romance/thriller, 

ages 11 and up. Huset.

Aug. 22

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

6 p.m.: Movie: "Operasjon Froskeegg," 

Norwegian family film, all ages. Huset.

8 p.m.: Movie: "She's Out Of My League," 

U.S. comedy/romance, all ages. Huset.

Aug. 29

11 a.m.: Liturgy. Svalbard Church.

Sept. 1

6 p.m.: Activity fair featuring local 

recreation clubs. Svalbardhallen.

Sept. 5

6 p.m.: Movie: "Shrek – Happily Ever 

After," U.S. animated film with 

Norwegian subtitles, no age limit. Huset.

Sept. 6

5 p.m.: Svalbard Turn's 80th anniversary 

celebration. Sports competitions, 

gymnastics exhibition and other events. 

Svalbardhallen. 

Sept. 7

10 a.m.: Administration Committee 

meeting. Næringsbygget 1, Tundra 

room.

Sept. 13

10:15 a.m.: Environment and Industry 

Committee meeting. Næringsbygget 1, 

Tundra room.

What's up

What's onlineThere's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Local board endorses 

lowering voting age
Longyearbyen will join other Norwe-

gian cities seeking to lower the voting age 
for local elections to 16 after the municipal 
board endorsed the proposal June 16.

"It is important to encourage young peo-
ple to more poli t ically active and 
conscious," a board declaration states. "This 
will lead to greater commitment to the polit-
ical issues that interest young people. More-
over, it is important to provide education 
about democracy and political systems in 
cooperation with the school and the local 
board. Such a scheme would create more 
politician confidence and trust, and thus also 
in the long term lead to increased new re-
cruitment in Longyearbyen government."

The test project will lower the voting 
age from 18 for council elections in 2011. 
The deadline for local governments to apply 
to Norway's Justice Department is July 1.

Austria sparked a movement among Eu-
ropean countries in 2007 by lowering the 
voting age to 16 for all elections. Germany, 
Slovenia and Switzerland have lowered the 
age on a limited basis.

Cultural center work 

now live via webcam
Construction of Longyearbyen's new 

cultural center can now be followed live via 
Web camera, according to an announcement 
today.

Still photos updated every minute offer 
a rooftop view of the city's main pedestrian 
walkway. The new center, scheduled for 
completion in October of 2010 as an addi-
tion to the current municipal building, is still 
in the excavation stage.

The camera is accessible by clicking the 
picture icon on the left side of municipality's 
home page at www.lokalstyre.no.

Briefly

BEARS, from page 1

Ecosystem generally healthy, 
but concerns about pollution 
and climate change raised

Rescuers carry Sebastian Plur Nilssen to a helicopter July 29 after his was attacked by a polar bear 

on the north side of Nordaustlandet. Photo by Arild Lyssand/Svalbard governor's office.

Icepeople.net provides daily updates of 

news about Svalbard and the world's 

polar regions, plus extras for articles from 

the print edition. Among the latest news:

! BP claims oil well in Gulf plugged

! Study: Less soot best hope for Arctic ice

! High costs, few oil finds in Barents Sea

! U.S. deploys climate change 'weapon?'

Another eruption from Iceland's Eyjafjallajokull volcano halted 
all Svalbard air traffic this week as the ash cloud passed directly 
over the area, but the disruption was much less severe than a 
month ago when a blanket of ashes passed over mainland Norway 
and much of Europe.

About 70 people were stranded each way on passenger flights 
scheduled Wednesday between Longyearbyen and Tromsø, with 
Scandinavian Airlines rebooking them on regularly scheduled trips 
that resumed Thursday. (Note: Days reflect a delayed press time of 
noon May 20). 

Air ambulance and Svea mining flights that were suspended 

Yes, we love this country as it rises forth, 
rugged and weathered, but sometimes it'd be easi-
er to honor it with a little less weathering.

Birgitte Bossart, 13, is among the latest wom-
en to stand up and fight as if she were a man. But 
it was the elements rather than an invading army 
threatening to topple the flag as high winds con-
stantly threatened to knock it from her hands dur-
ing this year's Norwegian Constitution Day 
memorial salute Monday.

A midday human train marching through 
Longyearbyen's streets, ending with a salute at the 

The percentage of Norwegian students at The Uni-
versity Centre in Svalbard dropped 14 percent in 2009 
due to a cost-saving reduction in courses offered, ac-
cording to the university's annual report.

UNIS finished the year with a 1.7 million kroner 
surplus, an increase in externally funded research 
projects, and numerous projects and events attracting 
international interest, the report posted Thursday at the 
university's Web site states. A total of 353 students 
completed courses, up from 334 in 2008, but 35 per-
cent of last year's students were from Norway com-

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

There's more! Visit www.icepeople.net 
for the complete story.

Gilles Reboisson says his fellow countrymen expect 
at least one good French meal during kayak expeditions 
in the remote wilds of the Arctic. That means porting a 
lot of groceries from home, but at least guides are spared 
the challenge of baking.

"The bread here is quite good for French people," he 
said. 

Reboisson, whose duties for Svalbard Nature range 
from marketing to guiding tours,  said this is a tough 
year with the company's five Svalbard employees down 
from nine a few years ago. But he said "Svalbard is 
gold" compared to other Arctic tours offered by his com-
pany in locations such as Greenland.

"For me it's the base in the Arctic because there is a 
lot of animals, glaciers and we can do a lot of kayaking 
because the weather is good," he said.

The toughest challenge among his many duties these 
days is collecting and making payments, Reboisson said.

"With the economic conditions it's hardest to get 
money from customers quickly," he said. That's compli-
cated by the fact nervous vendors want their money for 
services faster.

Another setback this year is the company can't offer 
its longest trips, to the northern tip of Spitsbergen be-

Ludvig Fjeld waits for rescuers at the campsite where his companion, Sebastian Plur Nilssen, was 

attacked by a polar bear. Those familiar with the kayakers said they are knowledgeable about polar 

bears and were well prepared, but the beach location of the campsite is being questioned by some 

officials. Photo by Arild Lyssand/Svalbard governor's office.

well nourished, but not in poor health. There 
are no emaciated bears."

Furthermore, there's contradictions in the 
short- and long-term past about the number of 
encounters (not to be confused with sightings) 
between humans and polar bears in Svalbard.

There's been an average of two to three inci-
dents reported during the past 30 years, com-
pared to about eight or nine so far this year, 
said Lt. Gov. Lars Fause. But he noted the 
numbers have varied significantly during cer-
tain periods, with nine bears killed during the 
1980s. Also, there were actually two separate 
incidents resulting in injuries when they last 
occurred 15 years ago.

A recently published study of encounters be-
tween 1987 and 2009 suggests the number of 
encounters is declining. Margrete Keyser, who 
authored the study for her thesis at The Univer-
sity Centre in Svalbard, said she can't assess if 
the high number of encounters this year is like-

ly to continue in the short- and long-term.
 "You never know where the polar bears are 

and they can show up at any place," she wrote 
in an e-mail interview before the incident with 
the kayakers. "I think the number of encoun-
ters will depend more on how people behave 
than where the bear shows up."

But observers in Canada, Russia, Greenland 
and Alaska say encounters with polar bears are 
becoming more problematic and it's because 
climate change is threatening habitats. A study 
published last month, for instance, states the 
species is likely to die out in Canada's western 
Hudson Bay in about 25 years.

Security experts from Svalbard are being 
asked to assist with a rise in troublesome en-
counters in  Greenland, including an archaeol-
ogist who killed a polar bear Saturday after it 
severely clawed a colleague. Another attack 
occurred in the region a few weeks ago. 


